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MARKING SCHEME 

I 
 

                                 Section A –Reading Skills(20 Marks) 
 

1. a) The emerging powerhouses of the BRIC nations 
2. c )maintain investment in their scientific base 
3. d) have strong investments in education 
4. a)our schools 
5. a) Infosys Science foundation 
6. imperative 
7. Infosys Science Foundation (ISF), a not-for- profit trust, to promote scientific research in 

India.The Infosys Prize is awardedto honour the outstanding achievements of researchers and 

scientists in the fields of engineering and computer science, humanities, life sciences, 

mathematics, physical sciences and social science 
8. Dr Imran Siddiqui, worked on clonal seed formation in plants that has significant implications for 

agriculture 
9. India is in danger of falling behind other nations in the race to build an advanced, 21st –century 

economy 
10. Seminal 
11. India needs a sustainable pipeline of scientific research as a population grounded in the sciences 

will strengthen our industries and government.  Our nation will have home-grown minds working 

on the myriad problems facing society and improving the lives of everyone.   
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II 
 
 

Q1   C. In India, the increasing literacy has not covered both the genders equally 

Q.2     A.  Global literacy 

Q.3 B. There is no increase in the literacy level of women 

Q.4 C. Better access to formal education will reduce the girl students from dropping out  

                 of school.       

Q.5 D Easy access to education 

Q.6.  A steady increase in literacy  

Q.7 Understanding the present in the light of the past 

Q.8 Scarcity of schools and poverty. 

Q.9    literacy rate of a country covers the level of education and skills acquired by a country's 

inhabitants. Literacy is an important indicator of a country's economic progress and the standard of living 

- it shows how many people have access to education.(any two points) 

Q.10 Measures to identify and define illiterate and literate inhabitants vary from country to country: In 

some, illiteracy is equated with no schooling at all, for example. 
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Q.11 Disparity  

 

 

III 
 

i) 

 

SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (20) 
 

a) Notice up to 50 words. (5 Marks: Format : 1 / Organisation of Ideas: 1/Content : 2 / Accuracy of 

Spelling and Grammar : 1 ). 

 Suggested value points:-a week long cleanliness drive around school, date and time’ enrollment  of 

students for the drive as volunteers.   

                     Or 

Notice up to 50 words.(5 Marks: Format : 1 / Organisation of Ideas: 1/Content : 2 / Accuracy of Spelling 

and Grammar : 1 ). 

Suggested value points:- Appropriate Heading , date ,time , placelist of books ,where box is placed. 
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ii 

A.Formal Invitation 

(5Marks) :Format: 1/ OrganisationofIdeas: 1/Content:2 /AccuracyofSpellingandGrammar :1)Suggestive 

Value points- invitation to Dinner party , occasion – Golden Wedding anniversary , venue ,date ,time  

place . 

B.                           Or 

(5Marks) :Format: 1/ OrganisationofIdeas: 1/Content:2 /AccuracyofSpellingandGrammar :1)Suggestive 

Value points-  

 Suggested value points 

 [ Acceptance of Invitation] 

Acknowledge the invitation express gratefulness. 

Use formal and polite language Layout usually pertains to the format of a formal letter. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
iii 

A.Job Application (5 Marks: Format : 1 / Organisation of Ideas: 1/Content : 2 / Accuracy of Spelling and 

Grammar :1 )Suggested value points …., post-nameCovering Letter  Reference to the advertisement  

Conveying suitability for the position- Submission of application Bio data as separate enclosure  

Profile of self  Educational Qualifications (include advertised requirements)  Work experience/s (if 

relevant)- include as it is a senior post 

bio-data should include-name, Father’s name, date of birth, qualifications, experience contact no, most 

importantly two references. 

 

B.Letter to Editor (5 Marks: Format : 1 / Organisation of Ideas: 1/Content : 2 / Accuracy of Spelling and 
Grammar :1 ) 
 Suggested value points:-  

-accidents happen because of unsafe driving 

-people drive under the influence of substances. 

-follow the traffic rules  

-under age children not to be allowed to drive 

-mobile phones should not be allowed while driving. 
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 A .(5 Marks: Format : 1 / Organisation of Ideas: 1/Content : 2 / Accuracy of Spelling and Grammar :1 ) 

REPORT should answer the questions: 
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iv 

what-name of event or occasion 

where and when-date and time 

chief guest 

inaugural function 

Other activities held 

chief guest’s message. 

vote of thanks 

 

B.Format-1 

  Content-2 

 Expression-2 

Suggested value points. 

-early childhood-full of physical and emotional energy, 

- Teenagers are curious- influenced of media. 

-Role of parents and educational institution. 

-Dynamic energy of youth needs to be channelized positively not by media.  

 

 

IV 
 
 
  i 

 
 
 

SECTION C- LITERATURE    (40) 

 

A. a)(ii) not harm the whales    b) (iv)gathering salt 

 

c)(iii)both (1) and (2)d) preservation of nature and self-introspection.   e) Alliteration/ transferred epithet   
f) The poet has used fisherman as a symbol of the oppressor(man) and whale as a symbol of the 

oppressed(Nature). 
 

B. a) i) Her nervous state of mind .b) iii) line 1Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her woolc)  iv) 

different to her character .d) ii.freedom   e) metaphor  f) Domination. 
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ii 

A.a)Sadao and Hana     b) Sadao’s father before his death. C) Had eaten almost nothing for a 

long time. D) American sailor, the enemy Tom... 

 

Ba) Journey to the End of Earth by Tishani Doshi b) Glaciers are retreating and ice 

collapsing. C) ‘Students on Ice’ d) Retreating 
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iii 

A.a) ii. burdened with responsibility 

  b) (i) Saheb has lost his freedom. c) iii. He seems to be responsible carrying the steel canister.d) No he 

was not happy as he has lost his carefree look ( any suitable answer) 

e) child labour leads to loss of freedom and childhood ( accept suitable answers. F) Provide the social 

security , basic amenities and education. 

B 

1).ii first 2). iThat he was also a poor peasant. 

3).iii Patna 

4. The servants of Rajendra Prasad thought Gandhi to be another peasant. They did not 

know him. They were not certain whether he was an untouchable or not. They feared that 

some drops from his bucket might pollute the entire well. So, he was not permitted to 
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draw water from the well. 

5.Rajendra Prasad was out of town 

6.False 

7. Lawyer 

 

 

 

V 
 

i) Sophie and her brother had an affectionate relationship. She confined in him her daydreams 

about meeting Casey and fantasized about Geoff meeting exotic people at the workshop. 

Geoff believed that Sophie had met Danny Casey until he saw  his father’s incredulous 

reaction.  

ii) The unfold sorrow of the road side stand owners is that nobody pays attention to the efforts 

of the country folk to make some money. The city folk just pass by their stalls without 

helping them to make some money.Their lives have not progressed at all as they merely earn 

to survive. 

iii) The arable land in the Champaran district was divided into estates which were owned by 

Englishmen and worked by Indian tenants. The chief commercial crop was indigo. The landlords 

compelled all tenants to plant 15 per cent of their holdings with indigo and surrender the entire 

indigo harvest as rent. 

iv) The order from Berlin stated that only German will be taught in the schools of Alsace and 

Lorraine. The order effected many changes, as an unusual silence prevailed in the school, 

compared to the hustle and bustle earlier. M Hamel became soft in speaking to the students, while 

the people realised the importance of their language. The villagers even attended the school to 

show respect to M Hamel. 

v. -The package that the peddler left as a Christmas gift for Edla Willmansson contained a small 

rattrap which had a letter he had written in large, jagged characters and in it also lay three 

wrinkled ten kronor notes. 

vi) The God That Failed refers to a book that was a compilation of six essays by six eminent 

men.It was a low priced student edition released to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 

Russian Revolution. It dealt with the author’s disillusionment with communism.  
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VI 

i) Sam was fascinated by Charley’s description of Galesburg. He was so burdened by the tensions 

and stress of modern life that he thought of escaping to the peaceful world of Galesburg. His 

advice to Charley is that, he (Charley) and his wife, Louisa should come over to Galesburg 

through the medium of the ‘third level’ 

ii) Dr. Sadao finds an unconscious wounded white soldier on a lonely coast near his house. Since 

Japan was at war with America Dr. Sadao faces a dilemma between national loyalty and his duty 

as a doctor. He is confused as to whether he should hand over the enemy to the Japanese 

authorities, or being a doctor do his foremost duty and attend to a wounded man and save his life. 

iii) Zitkala Sa remember that it was cold . There was no snow outside. There was a rigid discipline 

imposed on the children The teachers are rigid and emotionless and rigid. The entire school 

worked in a monotonous mechanical. 
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VII 
 

A.  Determination and perseverance is a combination of attributes and abilities that drive people to set 

goals for themselves and then to take the initiative to achieve these goals. Douglas was able to overcome 

his fear of water by the values of positive attitude and courage. Initially he was afraid of water but his grit 

and determination made him get an instructor and overcome his fear. Determination today leads to our 

success tomorrow. It is that innate quality in our soul, which comes to surface when an incident irks it. It 

is a reflection of our values taught to us by society and circumstances and enables us to overcome all 

obstacles.There is always admiration for heroes like William Douglas who face challenges courageously 

and finally emerge successful. For years the fear of water haunted him. It deprived him of the joy of 

canoeing, swimming, fishing and boating. However, it was deliberate, planned and continuous efforts that 

enabled Douglas to get over his fear. He was absolutely determined to get rid of his fear and it was due to 

his perseverance and determination that he emerged victorious. 

B. -

Thepoetvisualizesacalm,quietandpeacefulworld,devoidofallformsofviolencewhereman,God’sgreatestgift,

willshowrespecttowardsHisbountieswiththeirloveandcare.Hewillneitherharmnature 

orenvironment,norhisfellowhumanbeingsnorhimselfbyhiscruelghastlydeeds. 

Healsovisualizes‘togetherness’ofthepeoplewhereintheywillshunwarfareandbloodshedandwalkhandinhand

peacefully withtheirbrethrenintheshadeoftreesinamomentofsilenceandtranquility. 

Accordingtothepoet,thismomentwillgiveustimeinsilenceforself-introspection,whenwecanspirituallyattain 

our moral self through a moment of meditation. This moment will bring an end to all 

destructiveactivitiesintheworld. Thefishermenwillnotbekillingwhalesandthe 

mengatheringsaltwillhavetimetogive rest to their injured hands. Environmental degradation will come to 

an end. The warmongers will besilenced in a moment of brotherhood to meditate and cleanse their souls. 

The poet hopes that it will be anidealworldwhere manwillbeabletocome out ofhisself-

centeredattitudetogainmoralpeace. 
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VIII 
 

A. The story ‘Tiger King ’gives a strong message to preserve wildlife 

PreservationofNature—Needofthe hour 

Nature—the creator, the mother, the giver, the protector. No doubt nature is the essence of our existence 

on theearth. It is nature which nourishes us and relieves us from the miseries of life. The beautiful 

flowers, tall greentrees, water streams, valleys, birds, insects, animals—all these are part of nature. 
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Nature is a perfect example 

ofbalance.Butwehumanbeingshavenoregardforit.Withourrelentlessstep,wearedestroyingnaturewhichhasre

sulted in lots of catastrophic — earthquakes, floods, famine, etc. all due to the prevailing imbalance in 

nature.The cause of this imbalance is the careless attitude and ruthless destruction of flora and fauna by 

human beings.Itishightimeweunderstoodthe 

importanceofpreservationofnatureforthesustenanceofhumanspeciesonthe earth. 

B-The lesson ‘On the Face of It’ aptly depicts the loneliness and sense of alienation experienced 

by Derry and Mr. Lamb on account of a disability. The actual pain and inconvenience caused by 

the disabilities is often much less than the sense of alienation felt by the disabled person. Derry 

suffered from severe negative complexes because of his burnt face. He became a pessimistic 

loner who indulged in self pity and was always suspicious of the intention of others. His anger 

and frustration made him withdrawn and an introvert. Mr. Lamb, on the other hand, was 

inwardly a loner who craved for company and acceptance. Though outwardly he was always 

jovial, outgoing and optimistic, he was an extremely sensitive person. Derry and Mr. Lamb’s 

physical disabilities caused pain and suffering not only to their body but also to their mind and 

soul. 

 

    


