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General Instructions: 

1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING and 
LITERATURE. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever 
necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them.  

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

Section A: READING SKILLS (20 marks) 

I.Read the following passage and answer the questions given below: 

1.India continues to enjoy the No.1 position as the leading information technology, business 

outsourcing and consulting destination of the past decades.  In fact, the other emerging 

powerhouses of the BRIC nations are all hot destinations for future investments. 

2.But we cannot rest on our laurels.  It is imperative that we strive to become the finest 

research hub the world has ever seen.  We can achieve this distinction by investing in our 

schools- the places where future generations will develop skills and resources that will drive 

our country’s economic growth. 

3.The Royal Society’s seminal 2011 report, ‘Knowledge, Networks and Nations: Global 

Scientific Collaboration in the 21st Century’, states that even in the difficult economic times 

we now face, national governments need to maintain investment in their science base “in 

order to secure economic prosperity, tap into new sources of innovation and growth, and 

sustain vital connections across the global research landscape”. 

4.Currently, a mere 0.25% of India’s GDP is spent on research and development (R&D).  The 

government proposes to step this up to 2% of GDP, with half of that amount coming from 

private industry and half from the public sector.  While admirable in its intentions, the goal 

falls short, Israel, for example, spends 6% of GDP on scientific research. Switzerland and 

Sweden both spend 4% of their GDPs on research and even China is approaching 2%. 

5.India is in danger of falling behind other nations in the race to build an advanced, 21st –

century economy.  True, the country has increased its expenditures on education as a 

percentage of GDP to 4% during 2011-12 school years from 3.3% in 2004-2005.But 

compared to the other BRIC countries, we need to do more.  Brazil, for instance spends some 

5.7% of its GDP on education.  Smaller developing nations like Ethiopia spend 4.7%, and 

even Botswana spends 7.8% of its GDP on education, according to the World Bank. 



6.Make no mistake:  India needs a sustainable pipeline of scientific research.  To build this 

pipeline, it is imperative to have strong investments in education.  A population grounded in 

the sciences will strengthen our industries and government.  Our nation will have home-

grown minds working on the myriad problems facing society and improving the lives of 

everyone.   

7.I encourage young scientists and students to consider careers in research-whether in 

corporate laboratories or academic institutions.  In the private sector, my colleagues and I set 

up the Infosys Science Foundation (ISF), a not-for- profit trust, to promote scientific research 

in India.  The ISF has set up a series of public lectures by the winners of the Infosys Prize 

that we hope will kindle a spark of interest in young minds.   

8.The high point of our year is when we award the Infosys Prize to honour the outstanding 

achievements of researchers and scientists in the fields of engineering and computer science, 

humanities, life sciences, mathematics, physical sciences and social sciences.  The Infosys 

Prize highlights the impact research has had on areas important to India’s growth. 

9. One of our recent winners, Professor Kalyanmoy Deb, was honoured for his work in 

engineering and computer science. His work has profound implications on a range of 

practical ideas – from how the financial markets operate to how we can find sources of fuel in 

the future. The winner of the Infosys Prize in life sciences, Dr Imran Siddiqui, worked on 

clonal seed formation in plants that has significant implications for agriculture, especially in 

the developing world. The work of our winners is meaningful, impactful and inspiring.     

(The Times of India) 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the statements given 

below with the help of options that follow. 

1. India can look for future business outsourcing opportunities in …………. . 

(a)The emerging powerhouses of the BRIC nations 

(b)The Royal society 

(c)Switzerland and Sweden 

             (d)Smaller developing nations like Ethiopia 

     2.   The Royal Society’s report has indicated that national governments need to …… . 

           (a) develop skills and resources like Western nations. 

           (b) encourage young scientists to go abroad 

           (c) maintain investment in their scientific base 

           (d)have strong investments in America 

3. To build a strong pipeline in scientific research India needs to………. . 



(a) get scientists from developing nations like Botswana 

(b) set up a series of public lectures by scientists 

(c) build an advanced 21st century economy 

      (d)have strong investments in education 

4. We can become the finest research hub by investing in ………… . 

(a) our schools 

(b) our hospitals 

(c) foreign countries 

(d)our agriculture 

 5. What is ISF ? 

(a) Infosys Science foundation 

(b)Importer security filing 

(c)Internal security forces 

(d)Imaging science foundation 

6. Choose the word which is most similar in meaning to ‘necessary’ (Para 2) 

7. To whom and why is the Infosys prize awarded? 

8. Which invention has significant implication in the field of agriculture? 

9. In which field India is facing the danger of falling behind other countries ? 

10. Find the word from the passage which mean the same as; 

Very important and having a strong influence on later developments (Para3) 

11.Why India needs a sustainable pipeline of scientific research India ? 

II. Read the passage given below 

I Literacy is a key skill and a key measure of a population’s education. From a 

historical perspective, literacy levels for the world population have risen drastically in 

the last couple of centuries. Over the last 65 years the global literacy rate increased by 

4% every 5 years – from 42% in 1960 to 86% in 2015  



 

Literacy in India has been increasing as more and more people receive a better education, but 

it is still far from all-encompassing. In 2018, the degree of literacy in India was about 74.4 

percent, with the majority of literate Indians being men. It is estimated that the global literacy 

rate for people aged 15 and above is about 86 percent. 

II. How to read a literacy rate …In order to identify the potential for intellectual and 

educational progress, the literacy rate of a country covers the level of education and skills 

acquired by a country's inhabitants. Literacy is an important indicator of a country's economic 

progress and the standard of living - it shows how many people have access to education. 

However, the standards to measure literacy cannot be universally applied. Measures to 

identify and define illiterate and literate inhabitants vary from country to country: In some, 

illiteracy is equated with no schooling at all, for example. 

III.Globally speaking, more men are able to read and write than women, and this disparity is 

also in the literacy rate in India - with the scarcity of schools and education in rural areas 

being one factor, and poverty another. Especially in rural areas, women and girls are often not 

given proper access to formal education, and even if they are, many drop out. Today, India is 

already being surpassed in this area by other emerging economies, like Brazil, China, and 

even by most other countries in the Asia-Pacific region. To catch up, India now has to offer 

more educational programs to its rural population, not only on how to read and write, but also 

on traditional gender roles 

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any ten out of the eleven questions 

Q1. Select the correct inference with reference to the following 

Literacy in India has been increasing as more and more people receive a bettereducation,but 

it is still far from all-encompassing. 

A. India is far behind the global increase in literacy 



B. More and more people in India are receiving good quality education 

C. In India, the increasing literacy has not covered both genders equally 

D. Schools are very far in India, so complete literacy is a distant dream 

Q2. Paragraph 1 deals with the topic of 

       A.  Global literacy 

       B.  Literacy in India 

       C. Literacy in the past 

       D. Importance of literacy in the future 

Q3. With reference to the bar graph, which statement given below is not true? 

       A. There is an overall increase in the level of literacy from 2011 to 2018 

       B. There is no increase in the literacy level of women 

       C. The number of literate men has always been more than the number of literate women 

       D. The focus needs to be on women’s education along with overall education. 

Q4. Select the statement that is true 

        A. Improvement in the quality of education will result in an increase in literacy rate 

        B. increase in the number of people will lead to economic progress and better standard 

ofliving. 

        C. Better access to formal education will reduce the girl students from dropping out of    

             school. 

        D. India’s literacy rate is better than that of the emerging economies like Brazil.  

Q5. What is the apt solution for the following problem? 

In rural areas, girls often drop out of school. 

A. Improve the economic condition of the village 

B. Provide better security to girls 

C. Create job opportunities 

D. Easy access to education 

Q6. What do you infer from the literacy rate between the years 2011-2018 in the graph  

Q7. What do you mean by the phrase ‘historical perspective’ ? 

Q8. What are the two major factors that affect Education system in rural India? 

Q9.How can we read the literacy rate of a country? 

Q10.Why the standards to measure literacy cannot be universally applied? 



Q11.Choose the word which is most similar in meaning to ‘inequality’ in para 3 

                            SECTION B – CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (20) 

 

III. i) Attempt any one of the following.(5Marks) 

 

A.You are Health Secretary, Students Council Citizens Public School,Sector 

47,Chandigarh.Council has decided to start from the first of September a week-long 

cleanliness drive around the school .Draft a notice in about 50 words asking the Class XI 

students to enroll for drive. 

                                                                    OR 

B.Gandhi Education Society, a charitable organization, is coming to your school to distribute 

books for the needy students. As Head Boy/Head Girl, write a notice in not more than 50 

words asking such students to drop the list of books they need in the box kept outside the 

Principal's office. You are Akhilesh/Abhilasha of Modern Public School, Ghaziabad Give all 

necessary details. 

ii) Attempt any one of the following.   ( 5Marks) 

A. You are Faiz/FalakMazumdar living at 39. Udampur Colony, Shimla. You decide to hold 

a dinner party to congratulate your grandparents on their Golden Wedding Anniversary Draft 

a formal invitation in about 50 words to all family members to attend a grand dinner at home. 

 

B.You are Dr.Amit Gupta, an eminent educationist. You have been invited to preside over an 

Inter Zonal Declamation competition by Nalini, the President of English Literary Club of 

Government Model Sr. Sec. School, Sector-20, Chandigarh. Write a reply accepting the 

invitation.(5m) 

iii) Attempt any one of the following. (5 Marks) 

 

A. Sunshine Public School, Pune requires two sports coaches (one male and one female). 

Each should be a degree holder in physical education as well as a SAI certified coach in 

athletics. You have seen their advertisement and you know that you have these qualifications. 

Write an application in 120 – 150 words along with your resumé. You are Praveen/Praveena, 

M – 114, Najafarh, Delhi. 

OR 

B.You are deeply disturbed to see the problems faced by commuters due to 

reckless driving. Write a letter to the Editor of The Hindu Chennai, about rash 

and reckless driving by the people in our country, suggesting preventive 

measures. You are Harini / Raghavan of 10, AlagarKavil Road Madurai. 

iv) Attempt any one of the following.(5Marks) 

A.With a view to create awareness regarding health, your school has organized 

‘Health Mela’ in the school premises . Various charts, models , fitness 



equipments were displayed. Lectures, debates, discussions were organized .Write 

a report in 150 words on the ‘Health  Mela’ for the school magazine. (5marks) 

B. Teenagers are full of energy as well as ideas. Write an article in 150-200 

words on ‘How To   Channelize the Energy of the Teenagers’. You are Roma / 

Raman. 

SECTION C-LITERATURE(40) 

IV(i) Read the extracts given below and attempt any one of the two given by answering 

the questions that follow. (6x1=6 Marks) 

 

A. 

Fishermen in the cold sea 

would not harm whales 

and the man gathering salt 

would look at his hurt hands. 

 
a) Which activity does the poet not want the fisherman to do 

 

i. not go out into the sea 

ii. not harm the whales 

iii. kill the other sea-creature 

iv. not to go for sailing during storms 

b) What are some of the other men doing? 

 
i) de-silting 

ii) selling salt 

iii) drinking salty water 

iv) gathering salt 

 

c) Men would look at their hurt hands. What do the 'hurt hands' refer to? 

 

i. the harm that the salt is doing to his hands 
ii. wounded hands 

iii. both (1) and (2) 

iv. hands that hurt others 

d) What does the poet advocates through the above lines? 

e) What poetic device has been used in "his hurt hands? 

f) Give the symbols used by the poet in above stanza? 

OR 

B.Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool 
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weigh of Uncle ‘s weeding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand. 

 

a) Her fluttering fingers are an indication of_______. 

i) Her nervous state of mind. 

ii) Her extremely busy life 

iii) Her uncomfortable and furious nature. 



iv) Her cool and peaceful temperament. 

b) Pick out the lines that show her unhappy married life. 

 

c) Aunt Jennifer creates animal which are _______. 

i)Timid and small ii) nervous and idle iii) similar to her character iv) different to her 

character. 

d) She makes tigers in order to express her desire for______. 

i) A lavish life ii) freedom iii) solitude iv) education. 

 

e) What figure of speech has been used in “massive weight of uncle’s wedding band”? 

f) The last two lines indicate gender inequality and male ____________. 

 

ii) Read the extracts given below and attempt any one of the two given by answering the 

questions that follow.(4x1=4 Marks) 

A. Thus agreed,they lifted the man .He was very light,like a fowl that had been half-

starved for a long time until it is only feathers and Skeleton. So his arms hanging,they 

carried him up the steps and into the side door of the house this door opened into a 

passage , and down the passage they carried the man towards an empty bedroom. 

a) Who are ‘they’ in the above passage? 

i)The servants  ii) the general and soldiers iii)  Sadao and Hana 

b) Whom did the bedroom belong where the man was taken? 

  c)  Due to extreme weakness of the man, It was clear that the man__________ 

i) He was on a recovery diet. 

ii) He was suffering from tuberculosis. 

iii) He had eaten almost nothing for a long time. 

d)  Who is the ‘man’ mentioned in above passage? 

     OR 

 
B. “The reason the programme has been so successful is because it’s impossible to go 

anywhere near the South Pole and not be affected by it. It’s easy to be blasé about polar 

ice-caps melting while sitting in the comfort zoneof our respective latitude and 

longitude, but when you canvisibly see glaciers retreating and ice shelves 

collapsing,you begin to realize that the threat of global warming is very real.” 

a. Name thechapter andauthor. 

b. Whatdidthe narratornotice aboutthe glaciers? 

c. Whatwasthename oftheprogramme? 

Students on glacier   ii. Students on ice iii. Students in Antartica 

d.Find out the word from the passage which means 

‘Disappearing’. 

i. blase           ii. Retreating  iii.collapsing 



 

iii. Read the given extract to attempt questions that follow (6x1=6Marks) 

This morning, Saheb is on his way to the milk booth. In his hand is a steel canister. I now 

work in a tea stall down the road, he says, pointing in the distance. I am paid 800 rupees and 

all my meals. Does he like the job? I ask. His face, I see, has lost the carefree look. The steel 

canister seems heavier than the plastic bag he would carry so lightly over his shoulder. The 

bag was his. The canister belongs to the man who owns the tea shop. Saheb is no longer his 

own master! 

a).His face, I see, has lost the carefree look. This means as per the assumption of the author, 

in his looks, Saheb is …….. 

i. not burdened with responsibility 

ii. burdened with responsibility 

iii. Burdened but without any responsibility 

iv. Not burdened but feels responsible 

b). Choose the appropriate statements for Saheb is no longer his own master! 

(i) Saheb has lost his freedom. 

(ii) Saheb works in a tea stall. 

(iii) Saheb is paid 800 rupees. 

(iv) Saheb carries canister. 

c. Read the statements given below. Choose the correct statement to analyse the mental 

condition of Saheb-e- Alam. 

i. He seems to be dignified working at the tea-stall. 

ii. He seems to be proud collecting milk from the milk booth. 

iii. He seems to be responsible carrying the steel canister. 

iv. He seems to be enjoying his freewheel at the tea-stall. 

d. Is Saheb happy working at the Tea Stall? Explain. 

e.How does the Saheb’s story correlates with the title ‘Lost Spring’? 

f.What do you suggest, government should do for the children like Saheb. 

B. Rajendra Prasad was out of town, but the servants knew Shukla as a poor yeoman 

who pestered their master to help the indigo sharecroppers. So they let him stay on 

the grounds with his companion, Gandhi, whom they took to be another peasant. But 



Gandhi was not permitted to draw water from the well lest some drops from his 

bucket pollute the entire source; how did they know that he was not an untouchable? 

 

Q1.Rajendra Prasad later went on to become the ………….. President of independent 

India 

 

i) second 

ii) first 

iii) third 

iv) none of the above 

Q2.With what thought in mind did the servants make Gandhi sit on the grounds with 

hiscompanion? 

 

i. That he was also a poor peasant. 

ii. That he couldn't stand for long. 

iii. Guests were not allowed to sit on chairs. 

iv. all of these 

 

Q3)To meet Rajendra Prasad, both Gandhi and Shukla had boarded the train to which 

one of thecities of Bihar. 

 

i. Bhagalpur 

ii. Muzzafarpur 

iii. Patna 

iv. Gaya 

 

Q4) Why was Gandhi not allowed to draw water from the well? 

Q5) When Gandhi first visited Patna , …………………..was out of town. 

Q6)In this passage , Rajendra Prasad is spoken as master of Shukla.( True/False) 

 Q7.Rajendra Prasad was ……………….. by profession ? 

 

 

V.Attempt any five out of six questions given below in 40-50 words each.(5x2=10 Marks) 

i) What kind of relationship did Sophie and her brother share? 

ii) What is the untold sorrow of the owners of the road side stand? 

iii) What was the contract between the sharecroppers of Champaran and their British 

landlords? 

iv) What was the mood in the classroom when M Hamel gave his last French lesson? 

v) What were the contents of the package left by the peddler as a Christmas gift for 

EdlaWillmanson ? 

vi) What does The God That Failed refer to? 

 

VI Attempt any two out of three questions given below in 40-50 words each.(2x2=4 

Marks) 

i) How did Sam reach Galesburg? What did he advise Charley to do? 



ii) What dilemma did Dr.Sadao face? 

iii ) What does Zitkala Sa remember about her first day in land of apples? 

VII Attempt any one of the following questions in 120-150 words.(1x5=5 Marks) 

A Desire, determination and diligence lead to success. Explain the value of these qualities in 

the light of Douglas’ experience in “Deep Water”. 

BWhatkindofautopianworlddoesPabloNerudavisualiseandwhatdoeshesuggesttoachieve it ? 

VIII Attempt any one of the following questions in 120-150 words. (1x5=5 Marks) 

AThe story ‘Tiger King ’gives a strong message to preserve wildlife. It is the callous attitude 

of those in power   to plunder natural resources which have led to the miserable condition of 

Mother Earth. Write an article on it. 

B. The lesson, ‘On The Face of It’, is an apt depiction of the loneliness and sense of 

alienation experiencedby people on account of a disability. Explain. ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


