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Our aim is to provide such brief study materials and sample papers to the student 

that not only guides students to the path of success, but also inspires them to 

recognize and explore their own inner potential. The Board exam preparation is 

based on three pillars – Concept Clarity, Contextual familiarity and Application 

Expertise. Our innovative and dedicated teaching materials ensure that every 

student gets a firm grip of each of these pillars so very essential for these arduous 

preparations. 

We also understand the importance of CBSE board exam as students' future goal 

depends upon the performance in board exams. We know that in pandemic situation 

the students feel a lot of pressure of performance in board exam. It is very important 

to develop the right exam temperament in students so they can tackle the pressure & 

surprises easily. In this direction, to release such brief study materials and sample 

papers will help to the students a lot.  
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ENGLISH (CORE)-301 RATIONALISED CURRICULUM (2021-22) 

TERM-1 BLUE PRINT 

Section A TERM 1 WEIGHTAGE (IN MARKS) 

A Reading Comprehension (Two Passages) 

• UnseenPassage (factual, descriptive or literary/discursive or persuasive) 

• Case Based Unseen (Factual) Passage 14 (8+6 Marks) 

B Creative Writing Skills: 

Short Writing Tasks 

• Notice Writing 

• Classified Advertisements 

Long Writing Tasks (one) 

• Letter to an Editor (giving suggestions or opinion on issues of public interest) 

• Article Writing 3+5 marks Total=08 

C Literature: 

Literary-Prose/poetry extracts (seen-texts) to assess comprehension and appreciation, analysis, 

inference, extrapolation 

Question Based On Texts to Assess comprehension and appreciation, analysis, inference, 

extrapolation 

Book-Flamingo (Prose) 

• The Last Lesson 

• Lost Spring 

• Deep water 

Book-Flamingo (Poetry) 

• My Mother at sixty-Six 

• An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum 

• Keeping Quiet 

Book Vistas (Prose) 

• The Third Level 

• The Enemy 11 Marks for Flamingo + 7 marks for Vistas = 18 Marks 

 GRAND TOTAL 40 

 ASL 10 

TOTAL 40+10=50 
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Question Paper Design 2021-22 

Term-1  

Section    Competencies    Total Marks 

Reading Comprehension Conceptual understanding, decoding, Analyzing, inferring, 

interpreting, appreciating, literary, conventions and vocabulary, summarizing and using 

Appropriate format/s          

 8+6=14 

Creative Writing Skills Conceptual understanding, application of rules, Analyzing, 

Reasoning, appropriacy of style and tone, using appropriate format and fluency, inference, 

analysis, evaluation and creativity.         

  3+5=8 

Literature Textbooks and Supplementary Reading Text Recalling, reasoning, appreciating 

literary convention, inference, analysis, creativity with fluency    18 

          TOTAL 40 

Assessment of Listening and speaking skills  10 
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Student Support Material English Core (Class XII) 

English CORE XII (Code No. 301) 

SECTION A READING 

A. Specific Objectives of Reading 

Students are expected to develop the following study skills: 

• Skim for main ideas and scan for details 

• Refer to dictionaries, encyclopedia, thesaurus and academic reference material in any format 

• Select and extract relevant information, using reading skills of skimming and scanning 

• Understand the writer's purpose and tone 

• Comprehend the difference between the literal and the figurative 

• Differentiate between claims and realities, facts and opinions, form business opinions on the 

basis of latest trends available 

• Comprehend technical language as required in computer related fields, arrive at personal 

conclusion and logically comment on a given text. 

• Specificallydeveloptheabilitytobeoriginalandcreativeininterpretingopinion, develop the 

ability to be logically persuasive in defending one‘s opinion and making notes based on a 

text. 

More about Reading 

Inculcating good reading habits in children has always been a concern for all stakeholders in 

education. The purpose is to create independent thinking individuals with the ability to not only 

create their own knowledge but also critically interpret, analyze and evaluate it with objectivity and 

fairness. This will also help students in learning and acquiring better language skills. 

Creating learners for the 21st century involves making them independent learners who can unlearn 

and relearn. If our children are in the habit of reading, they will learn to reinvent themselves and deal 

with the many challenges that lie ahead of them. 

Reading is not merely decoding information or pronouncing words correctly. It is an interactive 

dialogue between the author and the reader in which the reader and the author share their 

experiences and knowledge with each other. Good readers are critical readers with an ability to 

arrive at a deeper understanding of not only the world presented in the book but also of the real 

world around them. 

Reading Comprehension 20 Marks 

I. Multiple choice questions based on one unseen passage to asses comprehension, 

interpretation and inference. Vocabulary and inference of meaning will also be assessed. The 

passage may be factual, descriptive or literary. Ten out of eleven questions to be done. 

II. Multiple Choice Question based on unseen case-based factual passage with verbal/visual 

inputs like statistical data, charts, newspaper report etc. Ten Out of eleven questions to be done. 
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Note: The combined word limit for both the passages will be 700-750 words. 

  

Practice Passages 

1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

Food on the table is a very warm sight, but only few takes preparation of the same as an art. That‘s 

why the last room in the darkest corner of the house has always been reserved for the kitchen. Most 

of the time, compared to other rooms, kitchens would be smaller in size and least furnished. 

Kitchens used to be women‘s space, especially in traditional households where the joint family 

system was the order of the family structure, the women in the houses are supposed to cook and 

bring the food to the dining area where men and guests usually eat. In some of the cases, women are 

implicitly expected to have their food in the kitchen itself. 

At least 86% of the newly built houses even in urban areas have smaller kitchens than master 

bedrooms. The percentage of people preferring a well-ventilated kitchen over a well-ventilated 

bedroom is less than 25%. In rural areas at least 50% of the old generation houses and not less than 

30% of the newly built houses have no kitchens inside the walled areas or the preliminary 

construction. Statistics also show that not even 10% of the people invest in furnishing their kitchens 

the way they do with their drawing rooms. 

As changes happened in all walks of life and gender roles changed elsewhere, in the kitchen as well 

men‘s participation increased. In the present world, our greatest chefs are men; this has a whole 

socio-cultural explication but quite interesting is how architecture and our sense of space 

management got meddled in, especially in households. 

In earlier days, when the joint family system used to be the order, there used to be a lot of people in 

the house that at the same time when somebody is cooking, there will be enough people to engage 

the guests as well. And not accidently, the people in the front used to be men and people in the 

kitchens used to be women. 

Now in the modern nuclear family days, there aren‘t enough people to allocate to kitchen works and 

guest entertaining duties separately in individual houses, so only option is for the same people to do 

both. For this, either one has to take the guest to the kitchen or bring the kitchen to the guest. The 

second option gets its material form when in modern day architecture; the kitchen is integrated to 

dining space. The traditional gender roles also got transgressed at some point. When in earlier days 

cooking remained a women‘s job and entertaining the guest was the men‘s job, these days 

participation is equal from the side of men and women for these activities. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer the following EIGHT questions 

i. A part of the house which is very important but in providing space it is mostly neglected? 

a. The living room 

b. The dark store 

c. The kitchen 

d. The bed room 
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 ii. Pick the option that lists statements that are NOT TRUE according to the passage. 

1. More people prefer larger kitchens than bedrooms in their houses. 

2. A lot of people take preparation of food as an art. 

3. Over the course of time, men‘s participation in the kitchen has increased. 

4. Kitchen is integrated into the dining space in modern day architecture. 

a. 1 & 2 

b. 3 & 4 

c. 2 & 3 

d. 1 & 4 

iii. Which word has the same meaning as ‗intervene‘, in paragraph 3? 

a. Change 

b. Participate 

c. Explicate 

d. Meddle 

iv. ―... in modern day architecture, the kitchen is integrated to dining space.‖ What is the root 

reason for this? 

a. In individual nuclear families there aren‘t enough members to separately manage guests 

and kitchen works. 

b. The traditional gender roles also got transgressed at some point, so women started 

revolting for kitchen centered architecture. 

c. Participation in household works became naturally equal as time passed. 

d. It happened as a result of architectural innovations which happened in the modern era. 

v. In the earlier days who was in the front and who was in the kitchens? 

a. Men in the front, women in the kitchens 

b. Women in the front, men in the kitchens 

c. Both shared front and kitchens 

d. None of these 

vi. Based on the data given in Para 2, which combination given below is right? 

1. Only 14 % of the newly built houses in urban areas have bigger kitchens than master 

bedrooms. 

 2. More than 30% of the newly built houses in rural and urban areas have no kitchens inside the 

walled areas 

3. 90% of the people invest in furnishing their kitchens the way they do with their drawing 

rooms. 

4. The percentage of people preferring a well-ventilated kitchen over a well-ventilated bedroom 

is less than 25% 

a. 1 & 2 

b. 3 & 4 
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c. 1 & 4 

d. 2 & 4 

vii. ―In the present world, our greatest chefs are men.‖ What assumption is NOT FALSE based 

on this statement? 

a. When it comes to professionalism, men are superior to women, even in doing women's 

jobs. 

b. This has nothing to do with gender. It must have happened due to preferences of 

individuals and other favorable situations. 

c. When it comes to doing things at larger levels, women fail to excel. 

d. This is clearly because the world favours men over women, even though any woman can 

cook food better than any man. 

viii. According to the passage, arrange the given statements in descending order of importance 

when they are taken as reasons for changing the modern-day architecture of households. 

1. Men and women started participating in kitchen work equally. 

2. Transition of family structure from joint family system to nuclear family. 

3. Transgression of the traditional gender roles in society. 

4. Easy to entertain guests with even minimum members in the household.  

a. 1, 3, 4, 2 

b. 3, 2, 1, 4 

c. 2, 4, 3, 1 

d. 4, 1, 2, 3 

2.  Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

The effects of plastic bags on the environment are really quite devastating. While there are many 

objections to the banning of plastic bags based solely on their convenience, the damage to the 

environment needs to be assessed too. 

Lack of proper disposal method of plastic is the biggest issue so the best a citizen can do is to reuse 

them. The biggest problem with this is that once they have been soiled, they end up in the trash, 

which then ends up in the landfill or is burned. Either of these solutions is not good for the 

environment. Burning emits toxic gases that harm the atmosphere and increases the level of VOCs in 

the air while landfills hold them indefinitely as a part of the plastic waste problem throughout the 

globe. 

One of the greatest problems is that an estimated 300 million plastic bags end up in the Atlantic 

Ocean alone which is affecting the mammal variety. The environmental balance of the waterways is 

being thrown off by the rate of plastic bags finding their way into the mouths and intestinal tracts of 

sea mammals. As one species begins to die off at an abnormal rate, every other living organism in 

the waterways is also impacted. 

Throughout the world plastic bags are responsible for the suffocation deaths of woodland animals as 

well as for inhibiting soil nutrients. It has been estimated that one bag has the potential to 

unintentionally kill one animal every three months due to unintentional digestion or inhalation. 
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While it‘s a noble thought to place the plastic bags in the recycling bin every week, studies have 

proven that there are very few recycling plants that actually recycle them because funding for the 

upgrading of the recycling units just has not happened and thus less than 1% of all bags are sent to 

recycling plants worldwide. Most municipalities either burn them or send them off to the landfill 

after sorting. This is because it can be expensive to recycle this type of plastic. It doesn‘t melt down 

easily and is often not fit to be reused in its original form. 

Paper bags are a possible option to replace the plastic bags, but the production of paper products will 

also have a negative environmental effect. Reusable plastic bags are stronger and more durable and 

can be used for three to five trips to the store. While so far, no bag is without its issues, these are the 

bags that are currently recommended for use to help protect environmental concerns. 

2. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the questions given below 

by choosing the most appropriate option: 

i. People object to the banning of plastic bags because they are: 

a. Durable 

b. Convenient. 

c. Easily disposable 

d. Beneficial 

ii. The environmental balance of the waterways is being thrown off because: 

a. The number of plastic bags is decreasing the water level. 

b. The breaking rate of these bags is slow. 

c. Many species of sea mammals are dying. 

d. There are 300 million plastic bags lying in Atlantic Ocean. 

 iii. The best option to replace plastic bags is: 

a. Paper bags 

b. b- Reusable plastic bags 

c. c- Cloth bags 

d. d- All of the above 

iv. What is the first step to solve the problem of plastic waste? 

a. Reuse 

b. Replace 

c. Recycle 

d. All of these 

v. What is the percentage of all the plastic bags which are sent to recycling plants

 worldwide? 

a. 1% 

b. Less than 1% 

c. More than 1% 

d. None of these 

vi What is the effect of the consumption of the plastic bags on the woodland animals? 



8 
 

a. Suffocation 

b. Unintentional digestion 

c. Inhalation 

d. All of these 

vii. What is being done by most of the municipalities to get rid of the plastic waste? Which 

options are correct? 

a. Reuse and recycle 

b. Burn off and send off to landfills 

c. Send off to landfills and recycle plants 

d. All of these 

viii. Find words from the passage which mean the same as -Choking (Para- 6) 

a. Breakdown 

b. Threaten 

c. c-Suffocating 

d. Potential 

 

3. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Academics has always been an essential part of human development. It prepares us to survive in the 

outside world and establish an identity of our own. But, is an individual‘s development restricted to 

merely academics? In India, from an early age, we have been taught that education is limited to the 

boundaries of academics only; the idea of getting out into the field, for gaining practical experience, 

is always considered a hoax. This has hindered students‘ development. But the truth is that education 

represents a considerably broader field than we know of it. Our teaching, from the basics, has been 

focused on getting good grades and job offers, rather than being creative and unique. 

 In the 21stcentury, the pure academic type of education is slowly paving way for a whole new type. 

The paradigm shift in the whole education system is evident. People have now come to understand 

that education is a 360-degree activity that should focus on students‘ overall development, rather 

than restricting him/her to the classroom. 

Co-curricular activities that take place outside the classroom but reinforce or supplement classroom 

curriculum, in some way, have become a point of focus today. These activities help in the growth of 

the child, in more than one way. Participating in such activities helps youngsters grow mentally, 

socially and individually. Intellectual development of a student is developed in the classroom, but for 

the aesthetic development such as team- building, character- building, and physical growth, students 

must step out into the outside world. For instance, if a student is a part of school football team, he/ 

she will learn team- work and coordination, in a practical manner, which cannot be taught in the 

class. 

Similarly, in colleges and institutions, there is a need for practical exposure so that the students can 

experience the actual working of an industry. For example, taking a student to a manufacturing firm 

will give him/her the real insight and better learning of the industry. Catering to this change, most 

professional colleges including B schools have started providing practical exposure to students 
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through regular guest lectures, industrial visits, conferences, seminars, cultural festivals, and so on. 

With industry visits, students are able to better identify their prospective areas of work in the overall 

organizational function. In addition, guest lectures are equally important for all – round development 

of students. It is a great way for students to gain maximum exposure, as guest-speakers talk about 

their real-life experiences and not what is there in the text books. 

Through such events, students are made to participate and coordinate different events wherein, they 

get to know how exactly things are managed. Classroom teaching provides the foundation, and co- 

curricular or extra-curricular activities provide practical exposure and opportunities to implement 

what students learn in the classroom. This helps in developing the overall personality of the students, 

inculcating various soft – skills in them, which otherwise are difficult to teach. Clearly, life beyond 

academics creates creative and empowered professionals. 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the questions given below by 

choosing the most appropriate option: 

i. What should be the basis of education and teaching? 

a. To get good grades 

b. To get a good job 

c. To be creative and unique 

d. All of these 

ii. What do you understand by the statement - education is a 360-degree activity? 

a. Education -a straight and direct process 

b. Education – limits to boundary 

c. Education- covers class room activities 

d. Education- takes to all round development 

iii. Which fields are developed by including co-curricular activities with academics? 

a. Mental 

b. Social 

c. Religious 

d. aesthetic 

e. Sanitary 

iv. Which one is correct regarding fields developed by including co-curricular activities with 

academics? 

a. 1, 2, 3, 

b. 3, 4, 5 

c. 1, 3, 4 

d. 1, 2, 4 

v. What does the practical exposure help the students to achieve? 

a. Technical knowledge 

b. Interpersonal skills and communication techniques 

c. Practical changes 

d. Aesthetic development 
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vi. What is the role of classroom teaching in a student‘s life? 

a. Practical exposure 

b. Foundation 

c. Opportunities 

d. Life experiences 

vii. Why aesthetic development is necessary for a student‘s life? 

a. It takes to team-work 

b. It builds character 

c. it takes to physical growth 

d. All of these 

viii. Who are empowered professionals? 

a. Those who know how exactly things are managed 

b. Those who know how exactly life is managed 

c. Those who know how exactly family is managed 

d. None of these 

4. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Realizing the potential of knowledge power of India is a little bit difficult to assess. The Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is a good effort for universal access to quality school education- a minimum 

necessary condition to make India a knowledge society‘, as the 2006 report of the National 

Knowledge Commission (NKC) puts it-remains a distant goal. 

The reason can be the number of school buildings for elementary and secondary education falls far 

short of requirements and so does the number of qualified teachers. The government budgets, which 

enables to hire teachers on contract paying a pittance of a salary, is playing havoc with quality. 

While the incursion of the private sector in the field is providing some competition, mechanisms to 

enforce the required standards are lacking. 

 Not that there are no national standards or standards-enforcing agencies. We have the National 

Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) to bring out textbooks in various subjects 

for school education, several model schools and The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 

to conduct examinations at central level. The states too have their school boards to conduct exams 

and enforce minimum standards. However, the standards vary widely. In their anxiety to show 

spectacular performance, some states are overly lenient-in marking answer papers 

Questions arise even over the standards applied by CBSE. Going by the number of students securing 

90% or more in their higher secondary exam, it would appear India is on the brink of a knowledge 

revolution. The numbers are so large that the cut-off point for admission to top colleges is now 

above 90%. 

It is not difficult to see why. In 2019, the CBSE class XII exams, over 8000 students scored more 

than 90%in Economics in the Delhi region alone; in English it was above 9000.The numbers seem to 

be growing every year. If the country produces so many such children, we can expect India to 

produce Amartya Sens by the dozens. 
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While scoring high marks or even 100 out of 100 may not be out of a good student‘s reach in 

subjects like Mathematics or Physics, in Economics or English, it is surprising. It leaves a big gap 

between what students learn at school and what they have to face on entering institutions of higher 

learning. 

In an attempt to remedy the situation, NCERT had recently commissioned experts to rewrite 

textbooks and these new texts should go some way in helping beginners get acquainted with the 

basic concepts in the subject and their applications. 

Not surprisingly, Teachers do not like to be compelled to look at textbooks they are not familiar 

with. Lastly, even teaching shops see red as they fear loss of business if the higher secondary 

finalists can get their skills upgraded without buying their help. 

One wonders if our Knowledge Commission is aware of these insidious impediments to India‘s 

knowledge ambitions. 

Questions:1. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the following  

questions by choosing the most appropriate option. 

1. Why is quality school education a distant goal? 

a. There are no fundamental rights. 

b. There is no legislation at the national level. 

c. Measures to enforce the required standards are not there. 

d. There are no minimum necessary conditions. 

2. What is the tone of writer when he remarks: ‗India is on the brink of a knowledge 

revolution?‘ 

a. Optimistic 

b. Imaginative 

c. Sarcastic 

d. Presumptuous 

3. What are some states doing for ensuring good performances? 

a. Lenience in marking 

b. Following their own school boards 

c. Following CBSE 

d. All of these 

4. Why do teachers oppose the new textbooks? 

a. They are not familiar with them. 

b. They want students to score good marks. 

c. They are happy with the old books. 

d. Teaching shops would lose their business. 

 

5. What remains a distant goal? 

a. Distant education 
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b. Quality education 

c. Specialization in education 

d. Board of education 

6. Why does the author state, ―we can expect India to produce Amartya Sens by the dozens‖? 

a. Due to unimaginable higher scores of the students  

b. Due to dedication of the students 

c. Due to the opportunities available to the students 

d. None of these 

7. Scoring 100/100 is not easy in subjects like 

a. Maths and Physics 

b. English and Economics 

c. Four of these 

d. None of these 

8. The text books should clear the students 

a. Language and use 

b. Basic Concepts and application 

c. stories and narration 

d. None of these 

9. Which word in the passage means the same as, ‗Impressive ‗(para 3) 

a. Effective 

b. Spectacular 

c. Runs 

d. Standards 

5. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Once an organ donor‘s family gives its consent and the organs are matched to a recipient, medical 

professionals are faced with the onerous challenge of transporting organs while ensuring that the 

harvested organ reaches its destination in the shortest possible time. This is done in order to preserve 

the harvested organs and involves the police and especially the traffic police department. 

The traditional method of transporting organs by road is referred to as a ―green corridor‖. This 

process entails police escorting an ambulance, so as to move around traffic – usually a specific 

traffic lane is chosen and all signals on the route stay green to ensure it to reach its destination in the 

shortest possible time. A ‗green corridor‘ is a route cleared and cordoned off by the traffic police to 

ensure the smooth and steady transportation of harvested organs, on most occasions, to those 

awaiting a life-saving transplant. Organs tend to have a very short preservation time, such as the 

heart which has to be harvested and transplanted within four hours or the lungs which can be 

preserved for only six hours once they are harvested. 

The first green corridor in India was created by Chennai Traffic Police in September 2008 when they 

accomplished their task of enabling an ambulance to reach its destination within 11 minutes during 

peak hour traffic. That organ saved a nine-year-old girl whose life depended on the transplant. 
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Similarly, such green corridors have been created by traffic police of various cities such as Pune, 

Mumbai, Delhi NCR etc. Personnel are stationed at selected points to divert, control and clear the 

traffic giving way to the ambulance. Apart from this, a motorcade of police vehicles accompanies 

the ambulance ensuring that it does not face any problems. Delhi 

Traffic Police provided a green corridor from IGI Airport to Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences 

in Vasant Kunj for transportation of a liver. The distance of 14 kms was covered in 11 minutes. 

Experts point out the lack of a robust system to transport organs to super-speciality hospitals in least 

possible time. National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO), the country‘s apex 

organ donation agency, is now framing a proposal to airlift cadaver organs and will send a report to 

the Union Health Ministry. ―Cadaver organs have a short life and so transplant should be done 

within a few golden hours.‖ Director (NOTTO) expressed, ―Therefore, we are preparing a proposal 

for airlifting organs at any given moment.‖ 

Most states do not have enough well-trained experts to retrieve or perform transplant procedures. 

Also, there is an acute shortage of advanced healthcare facilities to carry out a transplant. So, it is 

referred to other big centres in metropolitan cities. Organs retrieved from Aurangabad, Indore, Surat, 

Pune are sent to the Mumbai as these cities do not have super-speciality healthcare centres, informed 

officials. 

―In India, about fifty thousand to one lakh patients are suffering from acute heart failure and need 

heart transplant at any point of time. In a private set-up, a heart transplant costs 15-20 lakhs, which is 

followed up by postoperative medication of about 30,000 per month lifelong.‖ 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate options: 

1. The first green corridor in India was created in: 

a. New Delhi 

b. Chennai 

c. Mumbai 

d. Pune 

2. The organization which is framing a proposal to airlift cadaver organs is: 

a. Union Health Ministry 

b. Regional Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation 

c. National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation 

d. State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation 

3. The onerous task the author is talking about in para 1 is: 

a. Finding organ donors 

b. Finding doctors capable of performing transplants 

c. To carry the harvested organ in the shortest possible time  

d. To arrange the requisite facilities for the transplant 

4. Most of the people do not go for the heart transplant as: 

a. It is very risky. 
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b. It is very painful. 

c. It may cause death of the recipient.  

d. The cost is prohibitive. 

5. Most states refer organ transplant cases to big hospitals because 

a. They don‘t have well-trained experts.  

b. The patients don‘t trust local doctors.  

c. The state hospitals are very crowded. 

d. They don‘t have a pool of harvested organs. 

6. Heart retrieved from a body is alive only for hours. 

a. Two 

b. Three 

c. Four 

d. Five 

7- The traditional method of transporting organs by road is referred to as a ―green corridor‖. 

Which options are needed for the green corridor? 

a. Police escorting, doctors on the way, green traffic light 

b. Doctors on the way, green traffic light, green flags on the way 

c. Green traffic light, green flags on the way, Specific traffic lane 

d. Police escorting, green traffic light, Specific traffic lane 

8- Pick out the word from the passage which mean the same as achieved / carried out (para 3)  

a. Accomplished 

b. Corridor 

c. Enabling 

d. Depending  

 

Answer  

PASSAGE 1 ANSWERS- 1-c, 2-a, 3- d, 4- d, 5- a, 6- c, 7- b, 8-c 

PASSAGE 2 ANSWERS: 1- b, 2- c,3- d, 4- a,5- b,6- b, 7- b, 8-c 

PASSAGE 3 ANSWERS – 1- c, 2-d, 3- d, 4-b, 5-b, 6- d ,7- a ,8- b 

PASSAGE 4 ANSWERS- 1-B, 2-c ,3-a ,4-a 5-b ,6- a,7-a ,8-b,9-b 

PASSAGE 5 ANSWERS: 1- b,2- c, 3- c,4- b,5- a,6- c,7- d,8- c 
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CASE BASED PASSAGE I 

1. Read the passage given below and study the pie chart to answer the questions that 

follow:           1x6=6 

The White Revolution, known as Operation Flood, was launched in 1970. It was an initiative by 

India‘s National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and was the world‘s biggest dairy development 

programmed. It transformed India from a milk deficient nation into the world‘s largest milk 

producers. Operation Flood was based on the experimental pattern set up by Verghese Kurien, 

chairman and founder of AMUL, who was named the Chairman of NDDB and was also recognized 

as the architect of Operation Flood. 

There were three phases of the White Revolution in India. 

Phase 1: This phase started in July 1970 with the objective of setting up dairy cooperatives in 18 

milk sheds in 10 states. They were to be linked with the four best metropolitan markets. By the end 

of this phase in 1981 there were 13,000 village dairy cooperatives covering 15,000 farmers. 

Phase 2: It aimed at building on the designs of phase 1 and on the assisted Dairy development 

programmes in Karnataka, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. By the end of this phase in 1985 there 

were 136 milk sheds, 34,500 village dairy cooperatives and over 36 lakh members. 

Phase 3: This phase emphasised on consolidating the gains of the earlier two phases by improving 

the productivity and efficiency of the dairy sectors for long term sustainability. It ended in 1996 and 

by that time there were 73,300 dairy cooperatives and over 9.4 million farmer members. 

It ended the imports of milk solids in India and India started exporting milk powder to many foreign 

nations. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i. 

 The White Revolution was responsible for turning India to . 

a. a milk deficient nation 
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b. world's smallest milk producer 

c. world's largest milk producer 

d. none of these 

ii. The major achievement of White Revolution was that . 

a. India stopped importing milk 

b. India started exporting milk 

c. India stopped importing and started exporting milk 

d.  None of these 

iii. In decreasing order, the share of states in Milk Production in India is. 

a. UP, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra 

b. Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Haryana, Maharashtra 

c. UP, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra 

d. Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Haryana 

iv. UP‘s production of milk is that of Gujarat and Punjab 

a. less than 

b. more than 

c. same as 

d. not mentioned in the paragraph 

v. Milk production in Maharashtra and MP is. 

a. exactly the same 

b. almost the same 

c. not mentioned in the paragraph 

d. vastly different 

vi. Milk production in Haryana and Tamil Nadu together is closest to. 

a. Gujarat 

b. UP 

c. Bihar 

d. Rajasthan 

vii. The word ‗sustainability‘ in the passage means the ability to___. 

a. create 

b. destroy 

c. be maintained at a certain rate or level 



17 
 

d. start something new 

CASE BASED PASSAGE- 2 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:       1 x6= 6 

To assess air pollution in India, Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is executing a nation-wide 

programme of ambient air quality monitoring known as National Air Quality Monitoring Programme 

(NAMP). The network consists of 793 operating stations covering 344 cities/towns in 29 states and 6 

Union Territories of the country. 

Under N.A.M.P., three air pollutants viz., Sulphur Dioxide (SO2), Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and 

Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM/PM10) have been identified for regular monitoring 

at all the locations. The monitoring of meteorological parameters such as wind speed and direction, 

relative humidity and temperature was also integrated with the monitoring of air quality. The 

monitoring of pollutants is carried out for 24 hours with a frequency of twice a week, to have 104 

observations in a year. 

The monitoring is being carried out by CPCB; State Pollution Control Boards; Pollution Control 

Committees; National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), Nagpur. CPCB co-

ordinates with the other agencies to ensure the uniformity, consistency of air quality data and 

provides technical and financial support to them for operating the monitoring station. N.A.M.P. is 

being operated through various monitoring agencies, large number of personnel and equipment are 

involved in the sampling, chemical analyses, data reporting etc. It increases the probability of 

variation and personnel biases reflecting in the data; hence it is pertinent to mention that these data 

be treated as indicative rather than absolute. 

 

I. The monitoring of air quality twice a week is being accomplished by the following agencies: 

a. State Pollution Control Boards, National Environmental Engineering Research 

Institute, National Air Quality Monitoring Programme and Central Pollution Control Board. 
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b. Central Pollution Control Board, WHO, National Environmental Engineering 

Research Institute and State Pollution Control Boards. 

c. National Environmental Engineering Research Institute, State Pollution Control 

Boards, Pollution Control Committees and National Air Quality Monitoring Programme. 

d. Pollution Control   Committees, Central   Pollution Control Board, 

National Environmental Engineering Research Institute and State Pollution Control Boards. 

2. The maximum difference in the concentration of Sulphur dioxide and Nitrogen dioxide was 

in the year. 

a.   2001 

b.   2004 

c.   2006 

d.   2012 

3. Which of the following statements would be true for the year 2012? 

a. The concentration of PM10 saw a spike whereas the concentration of Sulphur dioxide 

and Nitrogen dioxide saw a steady decline. 

b. The concentration of Sulphur dioxide and Nitrogen dioxide saw a spike whereas the 

concentration of PM10 saw a steady decline. 

c. The concentration of Sulphur dioxide was observed to be the lowest in the last ten 

years. 

d. The concentration of Sulphur dioxide and Nitrogen dioxide was similar to the one 

observed in the year 2000. 

4. it is pertinent to mention that these data be treated as indicative rather than absolute.‘ Replace 

the word ‗pertinent‘ with any one of the words given below. 

a. wrong 

b. relevant 

c. indispensable 

d. mandatory 

5. The National Air Quality Monitoring Programme monitors the 

a. wind speed and direction 

b. monitoring of air pollutants 

c. relative humidity and temperature 

d. all the above 

6. Why does CPCB co-ordinate with other agencies? 

a. To ensure reliability of air quality data. 

b. To treat the data as absolute. 
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c. To monitor meteorological parameters. 

d. To assess air pollution in India. 

7. The PM in PM10 stands for_____ . 

a. Pertinent Mention 

b. Particulate Matter 

c. Programme Monitoring 

d. none of these 

CASE BASED PASSAGE -3 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 1x6= 6 

Two-thirds of U.S. adults say the federal government is doing too little to reduce the effects of 

global climate change. Similar shares say the government is doing too little to protect water (68%) 

and air quality (67%), while majorities say the same when it comes to protecting animals and their 

habitats (62%) and protecting open lands in the national parks (55%). 

These findings   from   an October   2019   survey come   amid   ongoing   efforts   to roll   back 

regulations designed to protect the environment, including relaxing limits on methane and carbon 

emissions. 

Public concern about climate change has remained steady even as concerns about the spread of 

infectious diseases have risen. In a survey last month, six-in-ten Americans said global climate 

change is a major threat to the country, up from 44% in 2009. Respondents who took the survey in 

the latter part of the month – after the March 13 declaration of a national emergency due to the 

coronavirus – were about equally concerned about climate change as those interviewed earlier in the 

month. 

 

1. Which environmental issue is the most neglected one as per the survey? 

a. water quality 
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b. air quality 

c. animal habitats 

d. national parks 

2. What does this survey reflect? 

a. political opinion 

b. public opinion 

c. environmentalists‘ opinion 

d. all of these 

3. Which issue is least important as per the survey? 

a. water quality 

b. air quality 

c. animal habitats 

d. national parks 

4. Pick out the word from the passage which means the same as ‗abode‘. 

a. amid 

b. habitat 

c. steady 

d. disease 

5. Which issue could not overshadow the concern for climate change? 

a. elections 

b. corona virus 

c. infectious diseases 

d. none of these 

6. Replace the underlined term: ―climate change is a major threat to the country‖. 

a. ultimatum 

b. attack 

c. signal 

d. catastrophe 

7. Which of the following statements is true about the survey? 

a. It projects climate change as least important issue. 

b. It depicts the public opinion on government‘s attitude towards environment. 

c. It urges the government to improve water quality. 
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d. It ignores the maintenance of nature preserves. 

 

 

 

CASE BASED PASSAGE -4 

The Municipal Corporation of Gurugram recently admitted before the National Green Tribunal that 

untreated sewage from the city mixes with treated wastewater in the drains into the Yamuna. The 

putrid river that flows through New Delhi is only one of the many severely polluted surface water 

bodies in the country. Government agencies estimate that as much of 80% of India's surface water is 

contaminated and most of it comes from sewage. 

The effects of this contamination are immediately felt with the onset of the monsoons. 

No sooner had the rains begun the reports of water-borne diseases like diarrhoea and cholera 

breakouts trickled in from Delhi, Pune, Varanasi and Chennai as broken water pipes and flooding 

allowed fecal sludge mix (polluted water) into potable water. 

The Central Pollution Control Board in 2009 calculated that major cities and towns together generate 

more than 38 billion liters of sewage every day, of which only 30% is collected. Less than 20% of 

this is treated because that's all the treatment capacity available. The rest is just emptied into rivers, 

lakes, seas and ponds. 

A soon-to-be-released report by Water Aid India on fecal sludge management documents the chinks 

(gaps) in India's sewage system. Seventeen million, or roughly 20%, of urban households, lack 

sanitation facilities, the report says. Among those that have access to sanitation only 32% are 

connected to a sewage network, the rest depending on septic tanks and pit latrines. There are more 

numbers to raise a stink about. More than 5 lakh pit latrines are unsanitary, being nothing more than 

open pits. More than 9 lakh toilets empty directly into drains. Among the 18% of urban household 

that don't have access to individual toilets, more than 12% resort to open defecation. 

The story gets murkier beyond the numbers. Where sewers exist, they often leak or 

overflow. Instead of being cleaned every few years, septic tanks are left to accumulate fecal sludge 

that percolates into ground water. When the tanks are cleaned the black water is disposed off in 

fields and water bodies, once again contaminating open fresh water. 

The Water Aid report looks at sanitation systems in six states and offers a snapshot of how much 

wastewater is dumped untreated. Delhi, for instance, uses 4,346 million litres of water per day of 

which 87% returns as waste. However, Delhi has the capacity to treat only 61% of the total 

wastewater it generates. The class I cities of Maharashtra together consume water three times as 

much as Delhi does, turn 80% of that into sewage and treat less than half of their total wastewater. 

The statistics are far worse for class II cities. 

Even with the creation of the National Urban Sanitation Policy in 2008 and several thousands of 

crores being spent by states on sewage networks, the problem has grown worse in the last five years. 
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On the basis of the understanding of the passage, answer any SIX of the questions given below with 

the help of the options that follow.        (1 x6=6) 

(i) WhatdoestherevelationmadebytheMunicipalCorporationofIndiapointto? 

a) Problem of lack of water treatment technologies in India. 

b) Problem of water pollution in India. 

c) Problem of contamination of water bodies due to sewage. 

d) Problem of water borne diseases in India. 

(ii) Which of the following is the reason for Yamuna being the most polluted rivers in the 

country? 

a) Lack of proper sewage systems. 

b) Lack of treatment of contaminated water. 

c) Flooding with the onset of rains. 

d) Improper sanitation facilities. 

(iii) What is true regarding the contaminated water? 

(a) Less than 20% of the contaminated water is treated. 

(b) Most of the contaminated water is dumped into the water bodies. 

(c) Contaminated water is the reason for the lack of potable water. 

(d) Both (a) and (b) 

 (iv) Why does the presence of septic tanks result in contamination of ground water? 

(a) They leak on the ground water due to overflow. 
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(b) They are not cleaned. 

(c) They are an inefficient system of sewage management. 

(d) Both (b) and (c) 

(v) Based on the given graphical representation of data in the passage, choose the option that 

lists the statements that are TRUE. 

(a) Delhi has the largest system of water treatment facilities in India. 

(b) Mumbai has the third largest system of water treatment. 

(c) Gujarat sets an example to Delhi and Mumbai regarding the treatment of water. 

(d) Madhya Pradesh does not treat polluted water at all. 

(vi) Which state in the country has the lowest treatment percentage?  

(a) Uttar Pradesh  

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Madhya Pradesh  

(d) Gujarat 

(vii) Which of the following figure shows the correct percentage of Indian households lacking 

sanitation facilities? 

 

CASE BASED PASSAGE -5 

Read the passage given below carefully and answer any six out of seven questions that follow.  

(1x6 = 6) 

For a business, still in a burgeoning state of development the performance of the gem and jewellery 

sector in exports is gratifying. On top of an over 50 percent growth during 2004-05, these exports are 

poised to grow at a similar rate during the current year, if the trend in the first half of the year is an 

indication. Data released by the Gems and Jewellery Export Promotion Council show that Gems 

exports at Rs. 2,363 crores during April-September 2005 were 51 percent higher than during the 

corresponding period of 2004. Since there is a greater acceleration in the tempo of exports in the 

second half of the year, it appears that the target of gems and Jewellery exports, pegged at Rs. 5,000 

crores are well within reach. Even more heartening is the fact that the export flow has been broad 

based, though the pace has been set by better showing in both Jewellery and gem exports. This 

successful incursion is the outcome of a conscious strategy to build export infrastructure which 

includes the setting up of Gems and Jewellery Export Zones, technology missions and a liberal 

policy under which virtually the entire industry is thrown open to foreign direct investment. Some 
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incentives like access to domestic market for these export-oriented units, based on the net value 

addition, also have helped the export drive. Besides, the industry had made helped the export drive. 

Besides, the industry had made efforts to capture new markets, laid stress on quality of the product 

and became alive to customer needs. 

However, in the case of Jewellery exports, the actual performance is behind the potential. With its 

endowment in terms of Jewellery designers, low costs and high productivity, India can emerge as a 

major force in global Jewellery exports by emphasizing on customizing Jewellery rather than relying 

on standard products. At the same time, gems exports should not suffer by default. The recent data 

given lie to the claim that we have a leeway in Jewellery designing. Over a period, this success on 

global marketing of our gems should facilitate system integration, and to exports of value-added 

gems with Jewellery. As of now, what is significant is that we have carved a small niche in the 

global market in an industry that is the cutting edge of designing. 

A. Which of the following are responsible for substantial growth in exports in gems and 

Jewellery sector? 

(A) Conscious strategy to build export infrastructure 

(B) Liberal policy 

(C) Government subsidy 

a. All (A), (B) and (C) 

b. Only (B) and (C) 

c. Only (A) and (C) 

a. Only (A) and (B) 

B. Setting up of gems and Jewellery exports zones has resulted into which of the following? 

a. Production of gems has increased 

b. Increase in gems exports 

c. Increase in Jewellery exports 

d. Abundance of gems and Jewellery in the domestic market 

C. Which of the following have helped in the growth of exports in gem and Jewellery sector? 

(A) Value addition 

(B) Quality control 

(C) Customer friendly 

(D) Access to domestic market 

a. All (A), (B), (C) and (D) 

b. Only(A), (B) and (C) 

c. Only(B), (C) and (D) 

d. Only(A), (C) and (D) 

D. Which of the following statements is true in the context of the passage? 

a. The growth in exports in gems and Jewellery sector is expected to be 100 percent 

during 2005-2006 to that of 2004-05. 
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b. The growth in exports in gems and Jewellery sector in 2005-2006 is expected to be 

more than that in 2004-05. 

c. The growth in exports in gems and Jewellery sector is expected to be 50 percent in 

2005-2006. 

d. The growth in exports in gems and Jewellery sector is expected to be 25 percent in 

2005-2006. 

E. Which of the following factors have not helped in the export promotion? 

(A) Building an infrastructure for export 

(B) Encouraging foreign direct investment 

a. Only (A) 

b. Either (A) or (B) 

c. Both (A) and (B) 

d. None of these 

F. How much export was realized in the first half of the year 2005-2006? 

a. Less than half the targeted amount. 

b. More than half the targeted amount. 

c. Almost half of the amount projected for the purpose. 

a. The exact amount is not mentioned. 

G. Which of the following statements is not true according to the passage? 

a. India‘s performance in exports of Jewellery is better than that of gems. 

b. India‘s performance in exports of gems is better than that of Jewellery. 

c. India‘s performance in value added exports has grown in the recent past. 

d. India has made considerable effort in exporting value added products in the 

international market. 

ANSWER KEY 

PASSAGE-1 Ans : 1- ( iii) 2 (iii) 3 (i) 4 (ii) 5 (ii)6 (iv) 7 (iii) 

PASSAGE-2 Ans : 1 (d) 2 (b) 3 (a) 4 (b) 5 ( d) 6 (a)7 (b) 

PASSAGE-3 Ans :1 (a) 2 (b) 3 (b) 4 ( b) 5 (b) 6( b) 7 (b) 

PASSAGE-4 ANS: 1( c) ii( a) iii( d) iv ( d) v( a) vi ( c) vii ( c) 

PASSAGE-5 Ans A. (d) Only (A) and (B) 

B. (b) Increase in gems exports 

C. (a) All (A), (B), (C) and (D 

D. (b) The growth in exports in gems and Jewellery sector in 2005-2006 is 

      expected to be more than that in 2004-05. 

E. (d) None of these 

F. (c) Almost half of the amount projected for the purpose. 
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G. (a) India’s performance in exports of Jewellery is better than that of  

      gems. 

 

SECTION-B (ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS) 

NOTICE-WRITING (4 MARKS) 

INTRODUCTION-Notices-where used: schools, organisations, government boards. 

-why used-to inform people about various events, issue, & public instructions. Important points to be 

followed: 

*Use the word "NOTICE" followed by the name of the organization/institute. 

*Write the date on the left hand side.(eg.18th July2016)*Give a suitable heading to the notice. 

*Content should contain the following-event, date, place, time) 

*Conclude the notice with name (signature),&post(designation) 

*Write it in a box 

*Follow 50 words-limit. 

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS: 

*Format-must include the word name of the Organization "NOTICE, "Date, Heading, Writer's name, 

& Designation 

 

*Content-answers the question "What", "When", "Where "& other details and relevant instructions 

*Expression-relates to the overall organization &relevance of the content besides grammatical 

accuracy & fluency. 

Sample notices: 
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1. The Residents‘ Welfare Association, Green Park is organizing a ‗Holi Fiesta‘ in the locality. 

As the president of the association, draft a notice in not more than 50words informing the residents 

about the same. Give other essential details. 

1. On the occasion of National Science and Technology Day, the school has decided to organise a 

Science Fair. Vikram, the secretary of the Science Society, wants to call a meeting of the office 

bearers of the society to discuss the arrangements for the fair. Write a notice is not more than 50 

words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE 

(i) New Adarsh School, Jaipur is organising a Career Counselling session for the students of 

class XI and XII of your school. Write a notice giving details of it to be displayed on your school 

notice board. (Wordlimit-50words.) 
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(ii) You are the Secretary of Vishvas Flats Welfare Association, Delhi-51. Write a notice to be 

circulated to the members of the Association, requesting them to attend a meeting to discuss about 

the security measures of the flats and appointment of new security guards. (Word limit-50words.) 

(iii) You are Anita/Anil, the Sports Secretary of Jyoti Public School, Delhi. Draft a notice in 

notmorethan50 words for yourschoolnoticeboardinformingthestudentsaboutthesaleofoldsportsgoods 

of your school. 

(iv) You are Babita/ Biman the Secretary of the History Club of your school. Draft a notice in not 

more than 50 words informing the students of class IX and X about a proposed excursion to 

historical places of your city. 

Multiple Choice Questions 

1. A notice should be written in: 

a. first person 

b. Second person 

c. third person 

d. none of these 

2. A notice can be given in the column of a newspaper as: 

a. Advertisement 

b. Poster 

c. Article 

d. Newspaper column 

3. Which of the following are the characteristics of a notice? 

a. It is written in a simple and formal language 

b. It is always brief 

c. It is written to the point 

d. All of the above 

4. Notices are generally meant to be put up on: 

a. Specific display boards 

b. Bulletin boards 

c. Magazine covers 

d. Newspaper front page 

5. The body of the notice should be: 

a. Below the data 

b. Between data and writer‘s signature 

c. Between title and date 
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d. After the heading to introduce the subject of notice 

6. The purpose of a notice is to : 

 a. Introduce the subject 

b. Announce or display information to a particular group of people 

c. Highlight the issue of an organization 

d. Inform about the problems of concerned authority 

7. A notice is a _____ means of communication. 

a. Formal 

b. Informal 

c. Verbal 

d. Oral 

8. Notices issued by the government appear in : 

a. Magazines 

b. newspapers 

c. Books 

d. Posters 

9. The notice writing format should include: 

a. Name of the institution 

b. Date 

c. Writer‘s name with designation 

d. All of the above 

10. The word limit for notice writing should not exceed: 

a. 40 

b. 50 

c. 60 

d. 80 

11. The content of notice must answer the question: 

a. What 

b. When 

c. Where 

d. All of these 

12. A notice may be issued only by the ____ designated for the purpose. 
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a. Peon 

b. Clerk 

c. Typist 

d. Officer 

13. Which of these details is not mentioned in the main notice? 

a. Time 

b. Date 

c. Venue 

d. Name of the speakers 

14. Where is the name of designation of the authority mentioned? 

a. Top left 

b. Top right 

c. Bottom left 

 d. Bottom right 

15. Which of these is the first thing mentioned in a notice? 

a. Name of the organization 

b. Date 

c. Notice 

d. Notice details 

16. Where is the date mentioned in a notice? 

a. Top left 

b. Top right 

c. Bottom left 

d. Bottom right 

17. Which of these points need not be mentioned in a notice 

a. Name 

b. Address of company 

c. Age 

d. Date 

18. _____is an effective means of disseminating information related to different issues or occasions. 

a. Advertisement 

b. Notice 
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c. Poster 

d. Letter 

19. A written or printed news announcement or information is called as: 

a. Notice 

b. Advertisement 

c. Invitation 

d. Letter 

20. A notice can only be about a/an: 

a. Meeting 

b. Event 

c. Excursion 

d. All of these 

21.What should not be the part of a Notice? 

a. The word ‗ Notice ‗ at the top 

b. An appropriate heading 

c. Write the date of the issue 

d. Greetings 

22. A Notice should be placed at a place. 

a. Private 

b. Personal 

c. Unique 

d. Conspicuous 

23. A Notice is issued to ____ . 

a. General public 

b. Private person 

c. Target group 

d. Anyone 

24. Your school is organizing an inter-house drama competition for the students of classes VI-IX. 

Draft a suitable notice informing the students about the competition inviting names for participation. 

You are Suresh/Swati, Cultural Secretary of your school. 
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a) a)  Lost 

b) Drama Competition. 

c) Wanted. 

d) Dance Competition 

b) a)   Inter school. 

 b)  inter- house. 

c) Inter-class. 

d) Cluster level 

c) a)  worrying 

b) Uninterested. 

c) Willing. 

d) plausible 

 

ANSWER KEY: 

1. C 2. A 3. D 4. A 5. B 6. B 

7. A 8. B 9. D 10. B 11. D 12. D 

13. D 14. C 15. A 16. A 17. C 18. B  19. A 20. D 21. D 22. D 23. D 24. a.2,b.2,c.3 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT 

Main Characteristics of Classified Advertisements: 

1. They are categorized into columns according to different classes. The category is stated at 

the top (FOR SALE,LOST & FOUND, SITUATION VACANT,SITUATION 

WANTED,TO LET etc.) 

2. They are written in short catchy phrases and words. 

3. The language used is simple, factual and formal. 

4. They are short, concise and to the point. 

5. All the relevant information is provided. 

6. Contact name and address is given. 

7. They are written in a box to attract attention. 

Example of Classified Advertisements 

 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE : 

1. You are a commerce graduate with 8 years experience of keeping accounts. You want a job 

in some MNC/Corporate House. Prepare an advertisement to this effect. 

2. You are Manager, Infocom Network C-3 Main shopping Centre, devansh Vihar, New Delhi-

110001.Draft an advertisement offering office furniture for sale. Give details. 

3. You are Harshit of House no. 10, Kailash Ganj, Lucknow. You want to dispose of your car. 

Draft an advertisement to be published in the classified column of a newspaper. 

4. You are Mohan of Taj Road Agra. You want a dance teacher for your daughter. Write an 

advertisement to be published in the classified column of a newspaper. 

Multiple Choice Questions: 

1. Which type of advertisement is written by an employer who is looking for the services of a person 

in his organization? 

a. situation vacant 

b. situation wanted 

c. for sale 

d. to let 
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2. Which of these contain no illustrations? 

a. TV 

b. Magazine 

 c. Classified advertisement 

d. Cinema 

3. Basic principles of advertisement remain the same for different mediums? 

a. True 

b. False 

c. Not sure 

d. None of the above 

4. The choice of medium of advertisement depends on the contents of the messages? 

a. True 

b. False 

c. Not sure 

d. None of the above 

5. Which of these media is not used for advertisement? 

a. newspaper 

b. magazines 

c. billboards 

d. notebooks 

6. Which of these is not a characteristic of an advertisement? 

a. inspire a customer 

b. arouse a desire 

c. discourage the buyer 

d. convince the buyer 

7. Which aspect of a product is a costumer not requires to know in an advertisement? 

a. about the product 

b. age of seller 

c. advantages of the products 

d. value for money 

8. Which of the following is the characteristic of a classified advertisement? 

a. being two vague or wordy 
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b. use the same descriptive characteristic for each advertisement . 

c. make full sentences 

d. the language should be according to the audience we are referring to 

9. Find the correct order of the following `sale of vehicle` advertisement. 

I. contact Mr. Malhotra. 983456XXXX 

II. Recently serviced, insurance for current year done. expected price not below 2.40 lacs 

III. for sale 

IV. available white maruti swift dzire , 2018 model in excellent working conditions, 65,000 km 

run, average 12km/litre, self driven , music system - panasonic , black leather seat covers , other 

accessories intact. 

a. III, II, IV,I 

b. II,III,I,IV 

c. III,IV,II,I 

d. III,I,II,IV 

10. What is the correct order for the following` sale of property` advertisement? 

I. available first floor DDA flat at ashoknagar, two bedrooms with attached bathroom, modular 

kitchen, drawing etc. 

II. Located near main market, metro station at walking distance. 

III. for sale 

IV. Interested parties contact : M.L. goyal.ph-011-7879XXXX 2. Price negotiable: 

a. I,III,II,IV,V 

b. III,I,II,V,IV 

c. III,I,V,II,IV 

d. III,II,I,V,IV 

11. What is the word limit for writing an advertisement? 

a. 40 

b. 50 

c. 60 

d. 70 

12. Advertisement for sale is written in an attempt to sell: 

a. property 

b. assets 

c. office goods 
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d. all of the these 

13. A person looking for a tenant for his/her property writes this type of advertisement. 

a. situation vacant 

b. situation wanted 

c. for sale 

d. to let 

14. Situation wanted` advertisement is written by: 

a. an employer 

b. a job - seeker 

c. a candidate looking for a place for a accommodation 

d. a person looking for tenants for his/her property 

15. You have lost a library issued in your name. You want to write a classified advertisement giving                   

the appropriate description of the book and the particulars of the bus you travelled by the day you 

lost it. What will you write in your advertisement in the beginning? 

a. Write the name of the placement time and date where the book was lost. 

b. Write down the relevant particulars of the book lost and give its description 

c. Mention the correspondence address or the person to be contacted. 

d. Write down the type of classified such as ‗lost or found‘ before giving description. 

16. While drafting ‗to let‘ advertisement, one must focus on: 

a. Classify the terms and conditions 

b. Right down the particulars property, price range and present condition 

c. Location and other facilities if any 

d. All of the above 

17. You are very much qualified and experienced in the art of dance and music in cultural and are 

over- anxious to teach this art to the girl student. You will draft an advertisement for publication in a 

local daily beginning with: 

a. Situation wanted 

b. Sale and purchase 

c. Accommodation wanted 

d. To let 

18. ‗Independent house at city light road to be used as officer-cum residence, a medium-sized 

preferably the corner one, fully furnished and ready to move reasonably priced. Interested may 

contact karan kumar: 4564XXXX 

Which of the following kind of classified advertisement in this? 
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a. Situation wanted 

b. For purchase 

c. To let 

d. For sale 

 

19. In a ‗situation wanted‘ case of classified advertisement, which type of word must be used? 

a. Good enough to attract the people 

b. Indicative of personality and communication skills 

c. Explaining information about the topic 

d. Mentioning about the person details 

20. ‘Flat no. 12, Seva Nagar, Pune. Ground Floor with Two bedrooms having attached bathroom, car 

parking available, park facing, best location, low maintenance charges and reasonable price‘ 

This is a kind of classified advertisement for: 

a. Situation vacant 

b. For sale 

c. For purchase 

d. Accommodation wanted 

21. Which feature is not an important feature of a classified advertisement? 

a. Simple, formal and to the point 

b. Never to be lengthy 

c. No blocks, no designs and the language to be factual 

d. Must be attractive with a catchy caption, heading or sub-headings 

22. What is not necessary for classified advertisement of ‗Packers and Movers‘? 

 a. Area of work 

b. Contact address and phone number 

c. Specify the services 

d. Condition 

23. Kinds of classified advertisements include – 

a) Situation vacant/ wanted 

b) Lost and found 

c) Sale and purchase 

d) Commercial 
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1. a,b 

2. a,c,,d 

3. a,b,c 

4. a,b,c,d 

24. Modern Public School, Patna invites applications for the post of Principal. Those satisfying the 

criteria will be eligible for the walk-in interview. Draft a suitable advertisement inviting applications 

for the same. 

a) 1)  Situation Vacant. 

2) Wanting. 

3) Selling a job. 

4) Employment news 

b) 1)  Post Graduate Teacher 

2) Vice Principal. 

3) Principal. 

4) Head Mistress 

c) 1)  with 

2) about 

  3) of 

4) to 

d) 1)  for 

2) with 

3) in 

4) on 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

1. a 2.c 3.a 4.a 5.d 6.c 7.b 8.d 

9.c 10.b. 11.b 12.d 13.d 14.b 15.d 16.d 

17.a 18.c 19.b 20.b 21. 22. 23. 24. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 

FORMAT OF THE LETTER 

 

SENDERS ADDRESS 

HOUSE NO.…………………………………. 

NAME OF STREET……………………………………  

CITY………………………………... 

DATE  ……………… 

ADDRESS OF THE RECEIVER 

THE EDITOR 

NAME OF THE NEWS PAPER PLACE OF PUBLICATION 

SUBJECT :……………………………………………………………………….. 

SALUTATION 

SIR/MADAM 

BODY OF THE LETTER  

Paragraph 1- Define your purpose of writing the letter. You can start by ―Through the columns of 

your esteemed newspaper, I would like to draw the attention of the concerned authorities/ concerned 

readers to the problem] 

Paragraph 2- Define the problem in detail. Specify at least three effects of the problem. 

Paragraph 3- Write the conclusion and the solutions you have if any. (minimum of 2 preferred 

solutions) or request the authorities to solve the problem. 

SUBSCRIPTION 

 Yours faithfully/sincerely Signature 

Name 

 

SOME SUGGESTIVE LINES 

Paragraph 1- 

1. I am writing to you in order to highlight ………… 

2. Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper I would like to express my concern on 

3. I am writing this letter in order to draw the attention of the authorities over ……….. 

Paragraph 2- 
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1. The residents face many problems due to ………….. 

2. Many times complaints have been made but the authorities have turned deaf ear to our  

 problem. 

3. The main reason is ……….. 

4. The most annoying/ important thing is ………… 

5. The negligence of authorities has added fuel to fire. 

6. The situation has gone from bad to worse. 

7. The authorities are just peeping through a distance and not taking any action. 

8. The problem has taken the shape of a hydra-headed monster. 

9. I think this problem is getting step-motherly treatment. 

Paragraph 3- 

I hope that adequate measures will be taken by the authorities ……….. 

I hope this issue will be brought into light ……………….. 

 

EXAMPLE 1 

Write a letter to the Editor of National Herald, New Delhi about water scarcity in your locality 

suggesting ways to improve the position of water supply. You are Ramnath/ Reema of Ghaziabad. 

H.No. A-24, 

Kavi Nagar Ghaziabad 

April 2, 20XX 

 

The Editor National Herald New Delhi-110001 

 Sub: WATER CRISIS IN KAVI NAGAR 

Sir, 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities towards the problem of water scarcity in our locality. 

It is still early summer and the residents are already facing acute water shortage in the area. The 

supply is cut off at 8.30 a.m. in the morning and is restored only for half an hour in the evening 

between 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Since the timings are erratic, many people, especially the working couples 

are unable to store water. Frequent complaints to the Jal Board has not yielded any result as the 

authorities express their helplessness saying that one of the tanks of the Haiderpur Water Treatment 

Plant is under repair and has been shut down for a month or so thereby affecting the water supply in 

the area. But it is nearly one and a half months since the problem began, yet there is no respite to the 

residents. 
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The Jal Board should, in the meantime, make provisions for water tankers at different horns of the 

day. Also, measures must be taken to expedite the repair work. 

Yours faithfully  

Ramnath /Reema  

EXAMPLE 2 

You have noticed many stray animals on the road during the busy hours of the day. These animals 

have caused traffic jam as well as accidents. You have already written to the concerned authorities 

but no action has been taken so far. So write a letter to the Editor of a leading newspaper telling him 

about the nuisance created by the stray animals. Sign your name as Preeti Krishnan, C/5, Dispur 

Road, Assam. 

 

H.No. C/5, 

Dispur Road Assam 

15 March, 20XX 

The Editor 

The Indian Express Guwahati 

 

Sub: NUISANCE CREATED BY STRAY ANIMALS 

 Sir 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities of the Municipal Corporation regarding the plight of the residents of Bow Bazaar due to 

nuisance created by stray animals. 

While going to school at 8.50 a.m, I notice many stray animals wandering here and there on the busy 

market roads. The position is almost the same, a repeat performance in the afternoon. Sometimes 

these animals cross the roads in a long unending array, thus causing traffic blocks as well as 

accidents. These animals create a health hazard too by urinating everywhere. Huge heaps of dung 

spread here and there. Flies hover over them and insects breed inside them. We have already written 

to the concerned authorities but no action has been taken so far. 

The authorities are requested to depute officials to catch these stray animals and send them to the 

police pen. If unclaimed, these might be auctioned. It is hoped that an early action will be taken by 

the concerned authorities. 

Yours Sincerely  

Preeti 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTION 

1. Which of these is not a part of letter? 
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a. Data 

b. Greetings 

c. Photo 

d. Signature 

2. The salutation is placed at the extreme left hand of the first page: 

a. True 

b. False 

c. Not sure 

d. May or may not be true 

3. Which of the following is the recipient‘s name, how we can close and end the letter? 

a. Starting 

b. Closing 

c. Body 

d. Heading 

4. The writers‘s address is placed at the top left corner: 

a. True 

b. False 

c. Not sure 

d. May or may not be true 

 5. Letters are sent to people whom we don‘t know on a personal level. 

a. Chain 

b. Informal 

c. Formal 

d. Reference 

6. In a formal Letter, receiver‘s address includes: 

a. Sir/madam 

b. Date 

c. Receiver‘s name 

d. Sender‘s address 

7. In which part of a formal letter the key point of the letter is written? 

a. Postscript 

b. Body 
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c. Opening 

d. Closing 

8. Sincerely, is an example of a…. 

a. Closing line 

b. Signature line 

c. Complimentary closing, salutation 

d. Body, recipient‘s address 

9. There are 4 enters after the……………….. and …………… 

a. Heading, salutation 

b. Complimentary closing, recipient‘s address 

c. Complimentary closing, salutation 

d. Body, recipient‘s address 

10. The last part of a business letter is the: 

a. Complimentary closing 

b. Salutation 

c. Signature line 

d. Signed 

11. The heading includes 

a. Your address and date 

b. Recipient‘s address and date 

c. Your address 

d. Your address and time 

12. When writing a formal letter, you think about who you are writing to. What else is important? 

a. Why you are writing 

b. What you need to tell the reader 

c. What you want the reader to do 

d. All of the above 

13. Information necessary to include in a formal letter are: 

a. Dates, names and addresses 

b. Dates, serial numbers and locations 

c. Dates, relationship and age 

d. Date, preferred language and race 
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14. The correct punctuation to use after a salutation is: 

a. A comma only 

b. A colon only 

c. A comma or colon 

d. A colon or exclamation mark 

15. Letters to the editor are written to: 

a. Newspaper 

b. School 

c. College 

d. Club 

16. Letter is the reply to a complaint. 

a. Adjustment 

b. An enquiry 

c. Collection 

d. Sales 

17. Which of the following is not the correct tone for letter to the editor? 

a. Personal 

b. Amusing 

c. Formal 

d. Polite 

18. How should we address the audience of the letter? 

a. Dear Sir, or dear Editor 

b. Sir/Madam 

c. To the editor 

d. To whom it may concern 

19. A letter about the rash driving by bus drivers is a: 

a. Letter of complaint 

b. Letter to editor 

c. Business letter 

d. Official letter 

20. ‗Illegal parking of buses and trucks causing a nuisance to the residents of localities is a topic 

associated with: 
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a. Complaint letter 

b. Business letter 

c. Letter to editor 

d. Official letter 

21. Complete the given letter to the Editor of The Times of India, New Delhi, drawing attention of 

the concerned authorities to the problem of risk of accidents in front of your school-Kendriya 

Vidyalaya, R. K. Puram Sector-8 New Delhi due to heavy traffic and absence Zebra crossing and 

Speed breakers, With the help of the options given below: 

Kendriya Vidyalaya R.K.Puram Sector-8 New Delhi 

18th August 2021 The Editor 

The Times of India New Delhi 

Subject :(1) ………………………………………………………………. 

Sir/Madam, 

Through the column of your reputed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities towards(2)… Kendriya Vidyalaya R.K.Puram Sector-8 New Delhi 

The road is always congested and traffic jams are common here. The major concern arises due to 

(3)…………………………………………………….. There are   (4)… on the road, which makes 

it tough for the people, especially school students to cross the road. Thus this road is accident prone. 

I, a student of Class XI of Kendriya Vidyalaya R.K.Puram Sector-8 New   Delhi   request   you 

to(5)… So that crossing the road would not be a life threatening task for the students and other 

people.  

Yours sincerely 

XYZ 

1. 

a) Problems on the road in front of the school 

b) Need to make a zebra crossing in front of the school 

c) Problem of increased risk of accidents in front of the school 

d) Increasing cases of accident in front of the school  

2. 

a) The accidents on the road 

b) The traffic menace on the road 

c) No Speed breakers 

d) The problem of stray animals 

 3. 
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a) The movement of heavy vehicle on the road 

b) Pit holes on the road 

c) Stray animals on the road 

d) Rain water stagnation 

4. 

a) No traffic Police 

b) No speed breakers and zebra crossing 

c) No street lights 

d) No direction indicators 

5. 

a) Make provision of creating zebra crossing and speed breakers 

b) Stop entry of heavy vehicles 

c) Install traffic lights 

d) Appoint traffic police 

21. You are Amit/Amita staying at Sunrise Apartments, Gymkhana Road, Pune. The main road 

leading to this colony has three open manholes causing frequent accidents at night. The street light is 

also not available. Complete this letter to the Editor of 'The Times of India' expressing your concern 

about the apathy of the authorities towards this situation. Also suggest ways to mobilise city 

dwellers, with the help of school children, for the cause of safe roads. 

C-4, Sunrise Apartments Gymkhana Road Pune 

20 September 2021 

The Editor 

The Times of India Pune 

Subject: (a)………………………………………………………. 

Sir, 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the kind attention of the 

concerned authorities towards the (b)………… would like to draw the attention of the concerned 

authorities towards the issue of three open manholes on the main road leading to our colony. These 

open manholes are turning into death traps for the residents who have demanded that the authorities 

concerned take steps to cover them. Moreover, our colony has no street lights, since the last two 

months. There are no street lights even on the main road leading to our colony. With the open 

manholes and lack of street lights, (c)……… The road gets dark after seven in the evening. People 

fear going out, not only to avoid accidents but also to avoid being prey to unscrupulous elements. 

The open manholes not only (d) ………but are also a breeding ground for mosquitoes. 

Motorists, elders, and children are the main victims of these manholes, and many times, accidents 

have been reported due to these open manholes. Whenever torrential rains hit the areas, they cause 
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even more problems. (e)………for the cause for safe roads, we plan to organise a student rally from 

Sunrise Apartments' main gate to Mr. Rehan Pandey, the current MP's house. I hope this letter will 

elicit a suitable response from our elected representatives. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Amita 

(a) 

1. Mobilisation of city dwellers 

2. Darkness around Sunrise Apartments  

3. Concern about night accidents 

4.  Road Safety in the colony 

(b) 

1. Pitiable condition of local residents 

2. Miserable condition of people residing in colony 

3. pathetic condition of residents of Sunrise Apartments, Gymkhana Road  

4. frequent accidents occurring at night 

(c) 

1. accidents happen  

2. accidents are on a rise  

3. there are rising accidents  

4. most accidents occur 

(d) 

1. create worse situation 

2. emit bad smell and cause pollution  

3. give foul smell and lead to accidents  

4. create air pollution 

(e)  

1. To avoid the danger 

2. To provide safety to passengers  

3. To protect the passers-by 

4. To mobilise city dwellers  
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Answer key 

1. c 2.a 3.d 4.a 5.c 6.c 7.b 8.c 

9.b 10.c 11.c 12.d 13.a 14.b 15.a 16.a 

17.a 18.c 19.b 20.c 21. 1.c 2.b 3.a 4.b 5.a 22 .(a) 3 (b) 3 (c) 2 (d) 3 (e) 4 

  

ARTICLE WRITING 

The FORMAT OF AN ARTICLE consists of the following parts – 

1. Heading– The heading should be catchy and cover the main idea of the article. 

2. By line– It refers to the name of the person writing the article. 

CONTENT – It is the main part of your writing piece. It generally consists of 3-4 paragraphs. 

1. PARAGRAPH 1: short introduction of the topic; you can start it with a quotation, statement, 

question, statistical data etc. 

2. PARAGRAPH 2 or PARAGRAPH 2&3: complete analysis of the subject matter with 

examples in support. It may include-advantages/ disadvantages, reasons effects and solutions 

etc. depending upon the topic in question. 

3. PARAGRAPH 3 or PARAGRAPH 4: The conclusion. It is the concluding paragraph. It is 

important to conclude what you‘ve started. Never leave an article open-ended. 

TIPS FOR WRITING ARTICLE 

• Plan before you write 

• Choose the most important points. 

• Always begin with your strongest point. 

• Follow the prescribed word limit. 

• You may include your personal opinion 

• Do not deviate from the topic. 

• Avoid repetition of ideas. 

• Underline all the important points. 

• Check for grammatical accuracy and spellings. 

• Make small sentences. It restricts the scope of grammatical inaccuracies. 

• Read editorials in a few newspapers and notice the pattern. 

Q1. ‗Grow more trees to reduce pollution.‘ Write an article in 150-200 words on the topic given 

above for your school magazine. 

Answer: 

Grow More Trees to Reduce Pollution       -Radhika 
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―Trees are poems the earth writes upon the sky.‖Trees and plants are one of the main reasons why 

mankind came into existence. The importance of planting trees has been emphasized time and again. 

This is because of the numerous benefits they offer. 

 They make the world a better place to live in. They exhale oxygen and inhale carbon dioxide to 

maintain the ecological balance in the environment. They also absorb all the harmful gases and give 

us fresh air to breathe. 

Trees build a sheet to protect us from the harmful ultraviolet rays. Not only this, they serve as a 

habitat for birds and various species of animals. This is not it. Trees help in controlling water 

pollution and preventing soil erosion. 

The places inhabited by large numbers of trees are quite cooler compared to the concrete jungles that 

cannot do without air conditioners. Unfortunately, urbanisation is leading to clearing of forests and 

parks despite the numerous benefits they offer. People come here for morning walks, evening strolls, 

yoga sessions and laughter therapy. These also serve as a safe place for the kids to play and socialise. 

The only way left to preserve them and reap these benefits is by growing them at a faster rate. 

As a Chinese proverb states, ―The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is 

now.‖ So do your bit and make this place more beautiful. 

Q.2 In many parts of our country girls are still discouraged from going to school. Consequently, a 

sizable section of the population is deprived of education. Schemes like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, 

CBSE scholarship to the single girl child and the Government‘s policy of giving free education to 

girls have come as a boon to our society. You are Raghav/Rohini write an article in 150-200 words 

on the education of the girl child in the country. 

Answer 

Education Of The Girl Child In The Country       -Raghav 

Education of girls has been a high priority with the Government of India. In the new millennium, 

India has consolidated its earlier educational reforms with increased resources and stronger policy 

commitments for achieving elementary education, particularly for girls. 

Reaching out to the girl child is primary to the efforts to universalise elementary education. ‗Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan‘ or ‗Education For All‘ programme recognizes that ensuring the education of the 

girl child requires changes not only in the education system but also in society‘s norms and attitudes. 

A two-pronged gender strategy has hence been adopted to make the educational system responsive 

to the needs of the girls through targeted interventions which serve as a pull-factor to enhance access 

and retention of girls in schools on the one hand and generate community demand for girls‘ 

education through training and mobilisation on the other hand. The CBSE has also come up with the 

novel scheme of providing free education from the sixth standard onwards to the single girl child. 

The need of the times is that the government should further improve the educational infrastructure 

and make it more accessible and meaningful for the girl child. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE 

 A Life in Traffic         By Rajan 

A subway system is expanded to provide service to a growing suburb. A bike-sharing program is 

adopted to encourage no motorized transportation. (1)To alleviate rush hour traffic jams in a 

congested downtown area, stoplight timing is coordinated. When any one of these changes   (2) 

occur, it is likely the result of careful analysis conducted by transportation planners. 

The work of transportation planners generally includes evaluating current transportation needs, 

assessing the effectiveness of existing facilities, and improving those facilities or (3) they design 

new ones. Most transportation planners work in or near cities, (4) but some are employed in rural 

areas. Say, for example, a large factory is built on the outskirts of a small town. Traffic to and from 

that location would increase at the beginning and end of work shifts. The transportation (5) planner‘s 

job, might involve conducting a traffic count to determine the daily number of vehicles traveling on 

the road to the new factory. If analysis of the traffic count indicates that there is more traffic than the   

(6) current road as it is designed at this time can efficiently accommodate, the transportation planner 

might recommend widening the road to add another lane. 

1. Which choice best maintains the sentence pattern already established in the paragraph? 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. Coordinating stoplight timing can help alleviate rush hour traffic jams in a congested 

downtown area. 

c. Stoplight timing is coordinated to alleviate rush hour traffic jams in a congested 

downtown area. 

d. In a congested downtown area, stoplight timing is coordinated to alleviate rush hour 

traffic jams. 

2. Select an Answer 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. occur, they are 

c. C occurs, they are 

d. occurs, it is 

3. Select an Answer 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. to design 

c. designing 

d. Design 

4. Which choice results in the most effective transition to the information that follows in the 

paragraph? 

a. NO CHANGE 
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b. where job opportunities are more plentiful. 

c. and the majority are employed by government agencies. 

 d. DELETE the underlined portion and end the sentence with a period. 

5. Select an Answer 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. planner‘s job 

c. planners job, 

d. planners job 

6. Select an Answer 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. current design of the road right now 

c. road as it is now currently designed 

d. current design of the road 

  

                                     Online Study           -By Parul 

Online study is becoming (1)…………………….. The online method of study has several 

advantages. (2)………………..The online study method becomes more important in case of a 

natural calamity of emergency. The perfect example in this regard is the recent COVID 19 pandemic 

that the world is still recovering from. To date, many schools are running online classes, for the 

safety of students. Online study (3)………….. . Apart from numerous advantages, the online method 

of the study also presents certain disadvantages. It lacks the filled with enthusiasm kind of 

environment presented by a classroom. The lively (4)…………………………… 

Moreover, overexposure to gadgets presents its own health hazards like headache, weak eyesight and 

lack of concentration, etc. 

Despite the disadvantages, the online study method proved to be beneficial in certain specific 

conditions. When it is not advisable to leave your home, or it isn‘t convenient for you, then in that 

case online study becomes a blessing in disguise. 

 

Choose the most appropriate answer: 

1. Online education is 

a. Becoming popular due to its convenience and easy operation. 

b. a burden to the children 

c. the only alternative during the pandemic 

d. not at all effective 

 i.  only a 
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ii. Only b 

iii. a&b 

iv. a&c 

 3. The online method has several advantages as 

a. It is very convenient as both the student and teacher can interact from the convenience of 

their respective homes. 

b. One can also ask questions and raise queries as you used to do in the classroom. 

c. concept clarity is not there 

d. it saves time and is flexible in nature 

i. only a 

ii. c&d 

iii. a&b 

iv. a,c&d 

3. The most appropriate title could be 

a. Learning during the Pandemic 

b. Advantages & disadvantages of online Classes 

c. Uninterrupted Learning 

d. Virtual Learning 

4. Online study 

1. is indeed a safer alternative to school education. 

2. Will be a safer alternative.. 

3. Has been a safer alternative 

4. Had been a safer alternative 

5. Complete the sentence The lively and 

1. Colourful classrooms are missing in an online class 

2. joyful ambience of a classroom is usually lacking in an online session. 

3. and Teachers and students interact with each other only on subject matters on one by one 

basis. 

4. Interactive discussions are missing 

a. Only 1 &2 

b. Only 2&3 

c. Only 3&4 

d. All of the above 



53 
 

A Little to the Left, but Not Too Much!      -By Shilpi 

Italy‘s Tower of Pisa has been leaning southward since the initial (1).. stages of its construction over 

800 years ago. Indeed, if the tower‘s construction had not taken two centuries and involved 

significant breaks due to war and civil unrest, which allowed the ground beneath the tower to settle, 

the tower would likely have collapsed before it was completed. Luckily, the tower survived, and its 

tilt has made it an Italian (2) …. icon, it attracts visitors from all over who flock to Pisa to see one of 

the greatest architectural deviations in the world. (3) …...By the late twentieth century, the angle of 

the tower‘s tilt had reached an astonishing 5.5 degrees; in 1990, Italy‘s government closed the tower 

to visitors and appointed a committee to find a way to save it. The committee was charged with 

saving the tower without ruining its aesthetic,(4) …..  which no one had yet managed to achieve. The 

committee‘s first attempt to reduce the angle of the tower‘s tilt—placing 600 tons of iron ingots 

(molded pieces of metal) on the tower‘s north side to create a counterweight—was derided because 

the bulky weights ruined the tower‘s appearance. The attempt at a less visible solution—sinking 

anchors into the ground below the tower—almost caused the tower to fall. 

Committee member John Bur land, a geotechnical engineer from England who saved London‘s 

clock tower Big Ben from collapse. Bur land began a years-long process of drilling out small 

amounts of soil from under the tower (5) …. that took several years to complete and then 

monitoring the tower‘s resulting movement. Twice daily, Bur land evaluated these movements and 

made recommendations as to how much soil should be removed in the next drilling. By 2001, almost 

77 tons of soil had been removed, and the tower‘s tilt had decreased by over 1.5 degrees; the ugly 

iron weights were removed, and the tower was reopened to visitors. Bur land advocated using soil 

extraction: removing small amounts of soil from under the tower‘s north side, opposite its tilt, to 

enable gravity to straighten the tower. 

The tower‘s tilt has not increased since, and the committee is confident that the tower will be safe for 

another 200 years. Bur land is now working on a more permanent solution for keeping the tower 

upright, but he is adamant that the tower never be completely straightened. In an interview with 

PBS‘s Nova, Bur land explained that it is very important ―that we don‘t really change the character 

of the monument. That would be quite wrong and quite inappropriate.‖ 

1. Choose the most appropriate answer 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. stage‘s of its‘ 

c. stage‘s of it‘s 

d. stages of its 

2. Select an answer 

a. NO CHANGE 

b. icon, attracting 

c. icon, its attracting 

d. icon; attracting 
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3. At this point, the writer is considering adding the following sentence. 

Unfortunately, the tower‘s tilt has steadily increased over the centuries, placing the structure in 

danger of collapse. Should the writer make this addition here? 

a. Yes, because it provides an important restatement of the main claim in the previous 

sentence. 

b. Yes, because it establishes an important shift in emphasis in the paragraph‘s 

discussion about the tower‘s tilt. 

c. No, because it interrupts the paragraph‘s discussion with irrelevant information. 

d. No, because it repeats information that is already presented in the first paragraph 

 4 Which choice best supports the main point of the paragraph? 

a. No change 

b. Although not everyone on the committee agreed completely about what that aesthetic 

was. 

c. Which meant somehow preserving the tower‘s tilt while preventing that tilt from 

increasing and toppling the tower. 

d. Which included the pristine white marble finish that has come to be widely associated 

with the tower‘s beauty. 

5 choose the most suitable answer 

a.  NO CHANGE 

b.  ___ Taking several years to complete___ 

c.  that took several years to complete 

d.  DELETE the underlined portion. 

Answers 

Q.1 1 C 2 D 3 C 4 A 5 B 6 D 

Q.2 1. iv 2. iv 3.2 4.1 5.b 

Q.3 1. d 2.b 3.a 4. c 5. b 
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LITERATURE (FLAMINGO) 

Lesson-1 THE LAST LESSON 

AUTHOR: Alphonse Daudet (French short-story writer and novelist) 

INTRODUCTION: ‗The last lesson‘ stresses on the importance of education and the necessity to 

respect and learn one's own language. This story draws our attention to the unfair practice of 

linguistic chauvinism. It refers to an unreasonable pride in one's own language while disregarding all 

the other languages as inferior. 

BACKGROUND OF THE STORY: The story, ‗The Last Lesson‘ has been set in the background 

of the Franco-Prussian war that was fought in 1870- 71 between Prussia and France. The Prussians 

captured the districts of Alsace and Lorraine. New orders were issued according to which German 

language was to be taught in place of French in these two districts. 

MAIN POINTS: The story covers the times when French districts of Alsace and Lorraine were 

taken over by Prussia. The language German was imposed on French people. People were deeply 

shattered. They realized what they had lost. 

Franz notices the changes around him and in the school: 

• It was a bright day; birds were chirping and the Prussian soldiers were drilling 

• A crowd was gathered around the bulletin board 

• School was unusually quiet- No sound of desks opening 

 No Sound of lessons repeated 

 No Sound of rapping of teacher‘s ruler 

• Mr. Hamel didn‘t scold him 

• Mr. Hamel was wearing his Sunday dress -green coat, frilled shirt and black silk hat 

• The backbenches were occupied by the adults of the village-Hauser, postmaster and others 

• Mr. Hamel announced about that being the last lesson in French 

Franz’s reaction to the last lesson in French: 

• He was shocked 

• He realized his deficiency in the language and wished that he had not wasted his time 

• He repented wasting his time in fruitless activities (chasing bird‘s eggs, sliding on the Saar) 

• He appreciated the efforts of Mr. Hamel and accepted him with all his faults 

• He suddenly wanted to impress Mr. Hamel with his knowledge in French 

• He understood why the villagers had come to the school- 

• To thank the Master for his services 

• To show solidarity for the country that no longer was theirs 
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• To express their repentance for not attending school and making themselves proficient in 

their language 

Mr. Hamel laments and reflects upon the reasons for the students’ deficiency in the language 

• The Germans will laugh at their inability to speak their language 

• This is all because of their habit of postponing learning to tomorrow 

• It‘s too late to make amends that is there is no time to makeup for the lost time 

• They are all to blame for the situation 

• Parents preferred sending them to work at farms than to school 

• He himself sent them to water the plants whenever he wanted to go fishing, he declared a 

holiday. 

Theme 

• The story beautifully highlights the human tendency to postpone learning of thingsfor one 

feels that there is plenty of time to do so. One never knows when the doomsday will dawn and bring 

an end to all our plans, hopes and aspirations. 

• The natives of Alsace realize their folly of not giving importance to the study of French in 

their school days. So, they become victims of Linguistic Chauvinism with the acquisition of their 

districts by Prussia. 

• The story also brings to light the brutality of war which makes man insensitive to human 

feelings and sentiments. 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS: 

1. Reading the bulletin, called after me, ―Don‘t go so fast, bub; you‘ll get to your school in 

plenty of time!‘‘ I thought he was making fun of me and reached M. Hamel‘s little garden all out of 

breath. 

A. Who was reading the bulletin & with whom? 

(i) M. Hamel with his pupils 

(ii) Mr. Hauser with the former postmaster 

(iii) Mr. Watcher with his apprentice 

(iv) Franz alone 

B. Identify the tone in which the speaker said the words, ―Don‘t go so fast, bub; you‘ll get to 

your school in plenty of time!‘‘? 

(i) sarcastic 

(ii) humorous 

(iii) depressive 

(iv) cheerful 

 C. Choose the most appropriate option with reference to the following statements 
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Statement 1. The speaker was out of breath when he reached M Hamel‘s garden. 

Statement 2. He was being chased by a ferocious dog. 

(i) Both the statements are true 

(ii) Statement 1 is true, statement 2 is wrong 

(iii) Neither of the statements is true 

(iv) Statement 1 is wrong, statement 2 is right 

D. The speaker was in a hurry to …. 

(i) read the bulletin board 

(ii) to escape from a ferocious dog 

(iii) to water the garden of his teacher, M Hamel 

(iv) to reach his school 

2. Usually, when school began, there was a great bustle, which could be heard out in the street, 

the opening and closing of desks, lessons repeated in unison, very loud, with our hands over our ears 

to understand better, and the teacher‘s great ruler rapping on the table. But now it was all so still! I 

had counted on the commotion to get to my desk without being seen; but, of course, that day 

everything had to be as quiet as Sunday morning. Through the window I saw my classmates, already 

in their places, and M. Hamel walking up and down up and down with his terrible iron ruler under 

his arm. 

A. Which of the following sounds could be heard at Franz‘s school usually? 

1) banging of desks 

2) voices of students 

3) tapping on wood 

4) screams of students 

5) swishing of rulers 

6) rustle of paper 

(a)(1), (2), & (3)  

(b) (4), (5) & (6) 

(c)(1), (3) & (5)  

(d) (2), (5) & (6) 

B. Choose another word that means ‗bustle‘ and ‗commotion‘. 

a. tranquility 

b. serenity 

c. mess 

d. furore 
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C. How did Franz usually slip into class? 

 a. By using magical powers 

b. By hiding his face behind his satchel 

c. By sneaking in through the window exploiting the noisy confusion 

d. By taking advantage of his teacher‘s carelessness 

D. Why does Franz call M. Hamel‘s iron ruler ‗terrible‘? 

a. The iron ruler was gigantic and sharp. 

b. Franz was used to seeing the iron ruler. 

c. The ruler was used as a drilling tool. 

d. Franz might have been at the receiving end of it. 

3. M. Hamel went on to talk of the French language, saying that it was the most beautiful language 

in the world — the clearest, the most logical; that we must guard it among us and never forget it, 

because when a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had the 

key to their prison. Then he opened a grammar book and read us our lesson. I was amazed to see 

how well I understood it. All he said seemed so easy, so easy! 

A. Which of the following can be attributed to M. Hamel‘s declaration about the French 

language? 

a. subject expertise 

b. nostalgic pride 

c. factual accuracy 

d. patriotic magnification 

B. Read the quotes given below. Choose the option that might best describe M. Hamel‘s 

viewpoint 

(i) Those who know nothing of foreign languages know nothing of their own-– Johann 

Wolfgang von Goethe 

(ii) Language is the road map It tells you where people come from and where they are going. – 

Rita Mae Brown 

(iii) A poor man is like a foreigner in his own country- Ali Ibn Abi Talib 

(iv) The greatest propaganda in the world is our mother tongue, that is what learn as children, and 

which we learn –unconsciously. That shapes our perceptions for life. – Marshal McLuhan 

(a) Option (i) 

(b) Option (ii) 

(c) Option (iii) 

(d) Option (iv) 
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C. ―I was amazed to see how well I understood it.‖ Select the option that does NOT explain why 

Franz found the grammar lesson ―easy‖. 

a. Franz was paying careful attention in class this time. 

b. M. Hamel was being extremely patient and calm in his teaching. 

c. Franz was inspired and had found a new meaning and purpose to learning 

d. Franz had realized that French was the clearest and most logical language 

D. Franz was able to understand the grammar lesson easily because he was - 

 a. Receptive. 

b. Appreciative. 

c. Introspective. 

d. competitive 

4. After the grammar, we had a lesson in writing. That day M. Hamel had new copies for us, 

written in a beautiful round hand-France, Alsace, France, Alsace. They looked like little flags 

flooded everywhere in the school-room, hung from the rod at the top of our desks. You ought to 

have seen how everyone set to work, and how quiet it was! The only sound was the scratching of the 

pens over the paper. Once some beetles flew in but nobody paid any attention to them not even the 

littlest ones, who worked right on tracing their fish-hooks, as if that was French, too. On the roof the 

pigeons cooed very low, and I thought to myself,‖ Will they make them sing in German, even the 

pigeons.‖ 

A. Why does the author compare the copies of writing to flags? 

1) Because they were colourful and large. 

2) Because they were in the colours of the French flag. 

3) Because they were hung on the rod above the desks. 

4) Because flag is an aspect of a nation‘s identity. 

(a) (1)&(3)  

(b) (2) &(3) 

(c) (2) & (4)  

(d) (3) & (4) 

B. Why did M. Hamel give the writing exercise ‘France, Alsace, France, Alsace‘? 

1) to instill feelings of patriotism towards France. 

2)  to create a sense of unity and harmony 

3)  to make sure students know where they are from 

4)  to make them proud of belonging to Prussia 

(a) (1) & (4)  
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(b) (2) & (3) 

(c) (1) & (3)  

(d) (2) & (4) 

C. Which of the following French letters show what ‗a fish hook ‗is? 

Ç â é ü 

(a) (b) (c) (d) 

 

D. ‖ Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?‖ who is referred to as ‗they‘ here? 

a. the French government 

b. the Prussian government 

c. the village elders 

d. the school students 

 STAND ALONE MCQs 

1. ―I had the strength to resist,‖ What did Franz resist? 

a. chirping birds 

b. drilling Prussian soldiers 

c. warm day outdoors 

d. all of the above 

2. The expression ‗thunderclap‖ in the lesson means . 

a. loud but not clear 

b. loud and clear 

c. startling and unexpected 

d. unpleasant 

3. The grave and gentle tone in which M. Hamel spoke after getting the order from Berlin was 

due to: 

a. his patriotic feeling for his country 

b. his love for his mother tongue 

c. the grief of not being able to teach French in future 

d. all of the above 

4. 'Angelus' refers to 

a. sound of church bell ringing. 

b. roman catholic prayer. 
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c. sound of thanks giving 

d. a prayer sung in a group. 

5. ―When a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had 

the key to their prison‖ It is as if they have the key to the prison as long as they: 

a. do not lose their foreign language. 

b. are loyal to their motherland and mother-tongue. 

c. quickly learn the conqueror‘s language. 

d. None of these 

6. Concluding his last lesson by writing ‗Vive La France!‘ on the blackboard shows that M. 

Hamel: 

a. was overwhelmed with emotions. 

b. wanted to distract all attending class that day. 

c. was keen on not leaving the country. 

d. wanted to teach French participles through it. 

7. Which human tendency is highlighted by the story ‗The Last Lesson‘? 

a. Male Chauvinism 

b. Procrastination 

c. Courage 

d. Cowardice 

8. - What were the things being taken for granted by the people of Alsace? 

a. Teachers of the school 

 b. Time and school 

c. People around 

d. Money and power 

9. ―He had the courage to hear every lesson to the very last‖ What led Franz to make this 

remark? 

a. Because that was M. Hamel‘s last class that Franz attended. 

b. Because M. Hamel was doing his job even on his last day. 

c. Because M. Hamel listened carefully to everything in spite of feeling crushed. 

d. Because the villagers were all present in the last class. 

10. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below. 

Assertion: M. Hamel always kept a ruler under his arm and rapped it on his table. 

Reason: M. Hamel was a sadist and a cruel human being 
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a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct, R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

11. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: M. Hamel reproaches himself on his casual approach some days when he would send the 

children to water his plants rather than to teach them. 

Reason: The parents were also more anxious to send their wards to earn money than to send them to 

school to study. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct, R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

12. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion:‖ MY friends, ―said he,‖ I-I-―But something choked him. 

Reason: M. Hamel was overwhelmed with emotions. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct, R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

13. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: They never attended school regularly and made themselves proficient in their language. 

Reason: The great trouble with them was that they had habit of putting off learning till tomorrow. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

b. A is correct, R is wrong 

c. Neither A nor R is correct 

14. Don‘t go so fast, you will get to your school in plenty of time means………….. 

a. getting late 

b. very early 

c. not early 

d. early enough 

 15. What clothes was M. Hamel wearing on that day? 
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a. He was wearing his party dress 

b. He was wearing his night suit 

c. He was wearing his Sunday clothes 

d. He was wearing his Monday clothes 

16. ‘When a people are enslaved……‘Choose the word that does not mean ‗enslaved‘. 

a. liberated 

b. captive 

c. subjugated 

d. bound 

17. What does the expression "in great dread of scolding" mean? 

a. to be happy about it 

b. very badly scared of scolding 

c. To be indifferent 

d. None of these 

18. What did Mr. Hamel bring for his class on his last day in the school? 

a. new pens, new books 

b. new notebooks 

c. sweets, chocolates 

d. story books, gifts 

19. When people are enslaved, what key do they have to the prison, according to M.Hamel? 

a. their behaviour 

b. power 

c. aggressiveness 

d. mother tongue 

20. Mr. Hamel was a………………. & teacher. 

a. Kind & strict 

b. Dedicated & strict 

c. Kind & dedicated 

d. Sadist & cruel 

21. What do the marching soldiers under the windows represent? 

a. The dawn of Prussia in the defeat of French people 

b. The defeat of Prussia  
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c. The victory of French  

d. None of these 

22. Choose the statement that is true with reference to the elders of the villagers sitting in the 

classroom 

a. They have come to attend M. Hamel‘s birthday 

 b. They have come to attend M. Hamel‘s last French lesson 

c. They have come to attend the school meeting 

d. They have come to attend a function 

23. Why was Franz feeling regretful and sad? 

a. for reaching school late 

b. for not learning participles 

c. for change of the Government 

d. for not learning his mother tongue 

 

24. What was the scene of the class on the day of The Last Lesson? 

a. The class was very noisy as everyone was busy with making farewell cards 

b. The class was very silent 

c. The class was empty since everyone was outside in the playground 

d. Farewell celebration of M. Hamel was going on in the class 

25‘……. the Prussian soldiers were drilling‘. Choose the TWO meanings of the word ‗drill‘ from the 

           options- 

(i) A sharp sound or noise that is unpleasant 

(ii) To make a whole in something using a tool 

(iii) To practice something again and again 

(iv) A state of feeling extreme excitement 

(a) (i) & (ii) 

(b) (i) & (iv) 

(c) (iii) & (iv) 

(d) (ii) & (iii) 

26. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: Once some beetles flew in; but nobody paid any attention to them, not even the littlest 

ones. 

Reason: M. Hamel punished them for not doing homework. 
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a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct, R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

ANSWER : 

1(A (iii) 3.A (d) 1 d 9 b 17 B 25 d 

1.B (iii) 3.B (b) 2 c 10 c 18 b 26 c 

1.C (ii) 3.C (d) 3 d 11 b 19 d   

1.D (iv) 3.D (a) 4 b 12 a 20 b   

2.A (a) 4.A (d) 5 b 13 a 21 a   

2.B (d) 4.B (c) 6 a 14 d 22 b   

2.C (b) 4.C (a) 7 b 15 c 23 d   

2.D (d) 4.D (b) 8 b 16 a 24 b   

 

Lesson-2 LOST SPRING 

Author  Anees Jung 

Background: 

• An excerpt from Lost Spring: Stories of Stolen Childhood by Anees Jung 

Theme: 

• Analysis of Grinding( crushing ) poverty & traditions which force children to lead a life of 

exploitation( ill-treatment or manipulation) 

• Saheb-e-alam, a migrant from Dhaka, Bangladesh is compelled by poverty to pick rags & 

work on a tea-stall as a child labourer for rupees 800 only. 

• Mukesh, son of a blind bangle-maker from Firozabad is forced to engage in the work of 

making bangles by tradition (the one who is born in the caste of bangle makers will make 

bangles). It is his ‗fate‘ or ‗destiny‘ according to his fatalistic& orthodox grandmother. 

Title: 

• The title is concise, metaphoric & reflective of the theme. Hence appropriate 

• ‗Lost Spring‘ refers to lost childhood. 

• Children like Saheb & Mukesh have lost the care freeness, freedom & joy of being children. 

• They are forced by tradition & poverty to carry the burden of child labour. 

• They are deprived of the right to education & a life of dignity. 
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• They are exploited by their employers. They work in sub-human conditions for meager 

salaries. 

Main Points: 

Saheb-e-alam & his background 

• Saheb-e-alam is a rag-picker from Seemapuri, Delhi who scrounges garbage dumps looking 

for any valuable & sellable item. 

• Frequent storms sweeping away their fields & homes have forced his family to migrate from 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 

• Saheb doesn‘t study as there is no school in his neighbourhood 

• The author promises to build a school. Later, she feels embarrassed as she can‘t walk the 

talk. 

• Saheb –e-alam means ‗lord of the universe‘. But he is a barefoot pauper. What an irony! 

 

 Perpetual poverty in India: 

• Children can‘t afford trifles like shoes & slippers 

• ―It is a tradition to stay barefoot‖ is a lame excuse to hide the utter penury 

Story of a man from Udipi: 

• Mirrors the abject poverty prevalent in India 

• As a boy, the man from Udipi would stop at a temple on his way to school & pray to God for 

a pair of shoes 

• Thirty years later, children in Udipi wear shoes but Saheb-e-alams of Seemapuri still stay 

barefoot 

Living conditions in Seemapuri: 

• About 10,000 squatters (illegal settlers) live in mud houses with tin or tarpaulin roofs without 

sewage, drainage & running water. 

• Women wear tattered (worn & torn) saris 

• They have no identity but ration cards which facilitate procuring food grains 

• Food is more important than identity 

Garbage is gold: 

• Survival in Seemapuri means rag-picking. 

• Garbage gives them their daily bread & the roof over their head 

• For elders, garbage is the source of livelihood. 

• For children, it is ‗wrapped in wonder‘ 

A dream comes true: 
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• Saheb gets an old & tattered pair of shoes discarded by a rich boy 

Saheb’s job: 

• Saheb gets a job at a tea stall 

• His salary is rupees 800 + breakfast, lunch & dinner 

• He is not happy as he has lost his freedom 

• He has become a servant 

Mukesh’s dream: 

• To be motor mechanic & drive a car 

• His dream looms like a mirage 

• Mukesh‘s background & circumstances (poverty & tradition) indicate that his dream is an 

optical illusion (mirage). 

• He won‘t be able to actualize it. 

 Firozabad: 

• Hub of India‘s glass bangle industry 

• Every other family is engaged in this traditional task 

Working conditions for bangle-makers: 

• Dark & dingy cells without fresh air & proper light 

• Workers suffer from respiratory issues & lose the brightness of their eyes 

Living Conditions: 

• Small hutments with shaky doors & broken walls 

• No windows 

• Animals & humans live together 

Mukesh’s house & family: 

• A half built shack 

• He, his father, grandmother, elder brother & sister-in-law (elder brother‘s wife) 

Mukesh’s father: 

• Impoverished bangle maker 

• Failure: To renovate his house & send his children to school 

• Success: To teach the art of bangle making to his sons 

Mukesh’s sister-in-law: 

• Commands respect as ‗bahu‘ & in-charge of three men 

• Follows ‗purdah system‘, withdraws behind a wall when Mukesh‘s father arrives 
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Mukesh’s grandmother: 

• Conservative, fatalistic & stoical 

• Calls bangle making destiny of Mukesh 

• Bangle making is God given lineage, according to her 

Savita: 

• A young girl welding pieces of glass; working rapidly like a machine 

• Doesn‘t know the sanctity of the bangles (‗suhag‘ of a married woman) 

An elderly woman: 

• Has bangles on her wrists her husband is still alive) but no light ( eyesight as well as hope) in 

her eyes 

• Tragedy: Hasn‘t eaten one full meal in her lifetime 

 Man with flowing beard: 

• Husband of the elderly lady 

• Success: Has built a house 

• Failure: knows nothing except bangle-making 

Why can’t they change their destiny? 

• Know no other skill except making bangles 

• No money to start a new business 

• Years of mind-numbing toil (hard work) has killed the ability to dream & take initiative 

• No leader to show them a new perspective 

• Are caught in the vicious circle of money-lenders, middlemen, policemen, law-keepers, 

politicians etc. 

Two worlds in Firozabad: 

• Family: Force children into child labour because of penury & stigma of caste 

• Vicious Circle: money-lenders, middlemen, policemen, law-keepers, politicians etc. exploit 

children 

Mukesh is different: 

• He dares to dream unlike others 

EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS: 

A. After months of knowing him, I ask him his name. ―Saheb-e-Alam,‖ he announces. He does 

not know what it means. If he knew its meaning — lord of the universe — he would have a hard 

time believing it. Unaware of what his name represents, he roams the streets with his friends, an 

army of barefoot boys who appear like the morning birds and disappear at noon. Over the months, I 

have come to recognise each of them. 
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1. The author asks the name of Saheb after months of knowing him. This suggests that …. 

a. She does not care about barefoot rag-pickers who live in a slum dwelling 

b. She has been waiting for the right opportunity 

c. Names are insignificant for her as she is more interested in their problems & their 

solutions 

d. It is difficult for her to remember so many names together 

2. Which of the following is not rightly matched? 

a. Name of Saheb-e-alam : irony 

b. An army of barefoot boys: Anaphora 

c. Boys who appear like morning birds : Simile 

d. I ask him his name : Alliteration 

3. Why is the author interested in these barefoot rag -pickers? 

a. She will write a book about such children & earn money 

 b. She will gain popularity by publishing their story in a newspaper 

c. She will attract the attention of the authorities towards their problems 

d. She is moved by the plight of these unfortunate children 

4. The author‘s interaction with these children reflects her …. 

(i) Empathy 

(ii) Professionalism 

(iii) Cleverness 

(iv) Compassion 

a. Only 2 

b. Only 1 & 3 

c. Only 1 & 4 

d. Only 2, 3 & 4 

B. My acquaintance with the barefoot rag-pickers leads me to Seemapuri, a place on the 

periphery of Delhi yet miles away from it, metaphorically. Those who live here are squatters who 

came from Bangladesh back in 1971. Saheb‘s family is among them. Seemapuri was then a 

wilderness. It still is, but it is no longer empty. In structures of mud, with roofs of tin and tarpaulin, 

devoid of sewage, drainage or running water, live 10,000 rag-pickers. They have lived here for more 

than thirty years without an identity, without permits but with ration cards that get their names on 

voters‘ lists and enable them to buy grain. Food is more important for survival than an identity. 

1. In which of the following sentences can the word ‗squatters‘ replace the highlighted words? 

a. The police have been ordered to help the refugees from the flooded districts. 
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b. The court has refused to stay the eviction of illegal occupants from the Public Park. 

c. Tourists without a valid Visa are being ordered to leave immediately. 

d. People who defecate in open have been heavily penalized 

2. How is Seemapuri miles away from Delhi? 

a. It is indeed many miles away from Delhi geographically 

b. Delhi has ultra-modern infrastructure & state-of-the-art facilities while Seemapuri 

lacks even the basic amenities like sewage & potable water 

c. Delhi is a hugely populated  city while Seemapuri is a small wilderness 

d. Delhi is very dirty &diseased while Seemapuri is clean & green 

3. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Statement 1: Name on voter list enables the rag-pickers to buy grain 

Statement 2: Rag-pickers do not mind the lack of facilities & dirt as long as they get food 

a. Statement 1is true but Statement 2 is false. 

b. Statement 1is false but Statement 2 is true. 

c. Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 cannot be inferred. 

d. Both Statement1and Statement 2 can be inferred. 

4. For the people of Seemapuri, rag-picking is their source of livelihood. Which of the 

following phrases can‘t replace the underlined words? 

a. Sweat, blood & tears 

b. Staff of life 

c. Bread & butter 

d. Walk of life 

C. She is the wife of Mukesh‘s elder brother. Not much older in years, she has begun to 

command respect as the ‗bahu‘, the daughter-in-law of the house, already in charge of three men — 

her husband, Mukesh and their father. When the older man enters, she gently withdraws behind the 

broken wall and brings her veil closer to her face. As custom demands, daughters-in-law must veil 

their faces before male elders. In this case the elder is an impoverished bangle maker. Despite long 

years of hard labour, first as a tailor, then a bangle maker, he has failed to renovate a house, send his 

two sons to school. All he has managed to do is teach them what he knows — the art of making 

bangles. 

1. Daughters-in-law must veil their faces before male elders. This custom reflects …. 

a. Prejudice 

b. Stereotype 

c. Logic 

d. Necessity 
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2. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Mukesh‘s father has been a successful professional 

Reason: He has been able to renovate his house & send his sons to school. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

3. The wife of Mukesh‘s elder brother is …… 

a. Submissive & servile 

b. Magnanimous & prudent 

c. Respectful & courteous 

d. Defiant & rebellious 

4. In which of the following sentences can the underlined words not be replaced by 

impoverished‘? 

a. She is the leader of the ritzy women in her plush locality. 

b. He has become bankrupt after heavy losses in business. 

c. This Diwali, we are making some provisions for pauperized people. 

d. She has married a skint man but she is perfectly happy. 

D. ―Why not organize yourselves into a cooperative?‖ I ask a group of young men who have 

fallen into the vicious circle of middlemen who trapped their fathers and forefathers. ―Even if we get 

organized, we are the ones who will be hauled up by the police, beaten and dragged to jail for doing 

something illegal,‖ they say. There is no leader among them, no one who could help them see things 

differently. Their fathers are as tired as they are. They talk endlessly in a spiral that moves from 

poverty to apathy to greed and to injustice. 

1. Which of the following pairs of word-meaning is not rightly matched? 

a. Apathy: lack of interest, enthusiasm, or concern 

b. Vicious: deliberately cruel or violent 

c. Hauled up: To Push sb/ sth away 

d. Greed: avarice 

2. Their fathers are as tired as they are. This suggest that … 

a. The youth have surrendered before their oppressors & accepted their fate 

b. The youth have followed the footsteps of their parents & resigned to their destiny 

 c. The youth have no energy & enthusiasm to struggle against their oppressors 

d. Youth do not get proper nutrition due to poverty which exhausts them easily 
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3. Which of the following pictures describes the situation of the bangle makers the best? 

   

 

  a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

4. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The police haul up the youth if they make a union. 

Reason: The policemen are very efficient & arrest the wrong-doers promptly. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

STAND ALONE MCQs 

1. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Saheb-e-alam‘s world is bleak. 

Reason: No crop is grown in Seemapuri. It is a wilderness. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

2. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Children are forced into child labour in Firozabad 

Reason: It is illegal for children to work in glass bangle industry 
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a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

3. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Rag-picking in Seemapuri has acquired the proportion of a fine art. 

Reason: A course in rag-picking has been offered by an NGO named ‗BachpanSambhalo‘ 

 a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. Neither A nor R is correct 

4. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Many children in India go barefoot. 

Reason: It is a tradition to stay barefoot 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. R is correct, A is wrong 

5. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Mukesh does not dream of flying an airplane. 

Reason: He has not seen many airplanes flying over Firozabad. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. R is correct, A is wrong 

6. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Children working as bangle-makers often lose their ability to hear 

Reason: They are exposed to high temperature & dust of glass polish 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. R is correct, A is wrong 
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7. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Saheb is happy to get an old, discarded pair of shoes. 

Reason: It is his first pair of shoes. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. R is correct, A is wrong 

8. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: Mukesh is different from others in Firozabad. 

Reason: He dares to dream. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. R is correct, A is wrong 

9. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: The author goes to Mukesh‘s house. 

Reason: She wants to scold his father for sending Mukesh to work. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is correct , R is wrong 

d. R is correct, A is wrong 

10. Which of the following pictures describes a ‗mirage‘? 

    

   a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 
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11. Which of the following is not true about Saheb? 

a. His family has migrated from Dhaka. 

b. His name means ' Lord of the Universe'. 

c. He is a poor, barefoot rag picker. 

d. He lives in Firozabad, UP. 

12. Why does the author feel embarrassed before Saheb? 

a. She forgets to provide money to poor rag pickers 

b. She forgets her promise to start a school 

c. She forgets to bring slippers for the barefoot boys 

d. She makes fun of the barefoot boys 

13. What is the literary device in ' her hands move mechanically like the tongs of a machine'? 

a. Metaphor 

b. Anaphora 

c. Simile 

d. Irony 

14. What is the sanctity of bangles as mentioned in the text? 

a. They represent a woman's modesty 

b. They symbolize auspiciousness in marriage 

c. They guarantee the well being of a woman's spouse 

d. They are the mark of a married woman 

15. Few airplanes fly over Firozabad. What is the significance of the line? 

a. It emphasizes the bleakness of Mukesh's world as he can't see an airplane even from a 

distance 

b. It emphasizes the bleakness of Mukesh's world as he can't even dream of becoming a 

pilot 

c. It emphasizes the modesty of Mukesh's dreams 

d. It emphasizes that Mukesh's town is a backward area over which airplanes don't fly 

refraining children from having high hopes 

16. What does the title 'Lost Spring' symbolize? 

a. Lost innocence of children like Saheb & Mukesh 

b. Lost freedom & care freeness of underprivileged children 

c. Lost opportunities to study 

d. Lost greenery & beauty of Nature 
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17. Which of the following is not true regarding the central idea of the story Lost Spring? 

a. It underlines the perpetual poverty in India 

b. It highlights the life of exploitation that underprivileged children are forced to lead 

c. It analyses the factors responsible for the plight of child laborers 

d. It reproaches the fatalism & conservative attitude of the elders 

18. ―One wonders if he has achieved what many have failed to achieve in their lifetime. He has a 

roof over his head‖. Who is ‗he‘ here? 

a. Mukesh‘s father 

b. Mukesh‘s elder brother 

c. The man with the flowing beard 

d. Savita‘s father 

19. The nexus of sahukars, the middlemen, the policemen, the keepers of the law, the bureaucrats 

and the politicians has been called ‗vicious circle‘ because… 

a. They do not listen to the complaints & grudges of the bangle makers 

b. They exploit the bangle makers & don‘t let them change their profession 

c. They let the child laborers suffer in silence in their dark & dingy cells 

d. All of the above 

20. Why can't the bangle makers of Firozabad change their destiny? 

I. They have no other skill or knowledge of any other profession 

II. They are caught in the vicious circle of middlemen, policemen, law keepers, politicians etc. 

III. They are lazy & careless 

IV. They have no leader who can change their perspective 

V. They don‘t raise a strong voice against their exploiters 

VI. They have lost their ability to dream & take initiate 

VII. They are burdened by the stigma of caste 

VIII. They don‘t have courage to organize themselves 

a. Only I, II, IV VI & VII 

b. Only I, II, IV VI , VII & VIII 

c. Only I, II, III, IV VI& VII 

d. Only I, II, IV , V VI & VIII 

21. How has hard work taken its toll on the bangle makers? 

a. They have been rendered weak & broken 

b. They have been emotionally dried up 
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c. Their ability to dream has been annihilated 

d. Their spirit has been daunted 

22. The grandmother of Mukesh is …… 

I. Fatalistic 

II. Orthodox 

III. Silly 

IV. God-fearing 

V. Religious 

VI. Insensitive 

a. Only I, II, III , V 

b. Only I, II, IV, V 

c. Only I, III, V 

d. Only II, III, IV, V 

23. Saheb‘s family migrated from Dhaka because their homes & fields were swept away by 

storm. This reflects that they are…. 

a. Fawn-hearted as they can‘t stand difficult situations 

b. Escapists as they flee from the harsh realities of life 

c. Pragmatic as they can‘t stay at a place which is frequently flooded 

d. Unpatriotic as they leave their motherland for the sake of money 

24. Which of the following pictures does not co-relate with the title ‗Lost Spring‘? 

  

 a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

 

25. Which of the following pictures does not represent an oppressor for the bangle makers of 

Firozabad? 
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   a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

26. What is the literary device in ‗His dream looms like a mirage‘? 

a. Irony 

b. Simile 

c. Enjambment 

d. Antithesis 

Answer: 

A.1 C C.1 B 1 C 9 C 17 D 25 D 

A.2 B C.2 D 2 B 10 A 18 C 26 B 

A.3 D C.3 C 3 C 11 D 19 D   

A.4 C C.4 A 4 C 12 B 20 A   

B.1 B D.1 C 5 A 13 C 21 D   

B.2 B D.2 C 6 D 14 B 22 B   

B.3 B D.3 D 7 A 15 D 23 C   

B.4 A D.4 C 8 A 16 B 24 C   

  

Lesson-3 DEEP WATER 

Author: WILLIAM DOUGLAS 

Q1- Name of the author of ‗Deep Water‘ is:    

a.  William Shakespeare 

b.  William Blake 

c.   William Wordsworth 

d.   William Douglas 

Q2-The story ‗Deep Water‘ is about    
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a. Fear of water 

b. Fear of height 

c. Fear of strangers 

d. Fear of swimming 

Q3-How was the author able to remove his fear of deep water? 

a. With determination, hard work and guidance 

b. With care, compassion and love 

c. With his mother‘s warnings 

d. With guidance of the instructor 

Q4- Where is Yakima located? 

a. in London 

b. In California 

c. In Washington 

d. In New York 

Q5- Where did the writer go with his father when he was 3 or 4 years old in the story? 

a. Triggs Island 

b. New Hampshire 

c. California beach 

d. Lake Wentworth 

Q6- Why did he develop an aversion to water? 

a. Because of overpowering waves 

b. Because of a young boy of 18 years 

c. Because of his mother‘s warnings 

d. None of the above 

Q7- Which experience haunted the author? 

a. Terrible drowning experience in the pool 

b. Experience at California beach 
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c. Drowning of people in Yakima River 

d. All the above 

Q8- The author learned swimming from. 

a. his father 

b. his mother 

c. President Roosevelt 

d. swimming instructor 

Q9- What did William Douglas want to do? 

a. to visit California beach 

b. To be a Legal adviser to the President 

c. To learn the skill of swimming 

d. To go on a picnic with his mother 

Q10- The author realised while drowning in the pool. 

a. the terror in fear of death 

b. that Swimming was enjoyable 

c. that the lifeguard was of no use 

d. All of these 

Q11-The theme of the story ‗Deep Water is    

a. Victory in facing the fear 

b. Life of the author 

c. Techniques of swimming 

d. All the above 

Q12- Who threw Douglas into the swimming pool? 

a. A young bruiser of a boy 

b. the instructor who trained him 

c. huge wave 

d. the guard of swimming pool 

Q13- When Douglas visited California beach with his father, what caused a terror in his heart then? 
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a. The sight of a shark 

b. The overpowering force of the waves 

c. The thunderous noise of the wave 

d. All of these 

Q14- What were the series of emotions that Douglas experienced when he was thrown into the pool? 

a. Joy and excitement 

b. confidence and fear 

c. Confidence 

d. Overconfidence 

Q15- How did this experience affect the author? 

a. Became fearless 

b. Confident 

c. Became hydrophobic 

d. Overconfident 

Q16- What plan did Douglas make to learn swimming? 

a. Planned to get an instructor 

b. Planned to swim in the Cascades 

c. Planned to swim across the lake 

d. Planned to jump in the deeper side of the pool 

  

Q17- What did Douglas do to save himself in the pool? 

a. pushed himself up to the surface 

b. held a rope and came to the surface 

c. Called the guard for help 

d. Swam to the surface and floated 

Q18- Why did Douglas fail to come to the surface of the pool as he had hoped? 

a. Because of fear of drowning 

b. Because he was very weak 

c. Because of inability to move 

d. Because of fear and inability to move 

Q19- What was the impact of the pool incident? 

a. He developed fear 



82 
 

b. He became confident 

c. He became overconfident 

d. His Hydrophobia revived 

Q20- Why did Douglas hate to walk with bare legs? 

a. Because of skinny legs 

b. because of Fat legs 

c. Because of shaggy legs 

d. because of Ugly legs 

a. Q21- Why did Douglas decide to learn swimming at the Y. M.C.A swimming pool? 

a. Because it was local 

b. Because it was shallow and safe 

c. Because it was shallow 

d. Because it was safe 

Q22- Why did Douglas hire an instructor? 

a. To be confident in swimming 

b. To overcome his fear of water and learn swimming 

c. to show that he can hire an instructor 

d. compete with others 

Q23- ―I crossed to oblivion, and the curtain of life fell―means that………... 

a. he died 

b. became unconscious 

c. ended the play 

d. pulled the curtains 

Q24- Why was Douglas determined to get over his fear of water? 

a. because he wanted to swim in the waters of the Cascade 

b. because his friend had challenged him 

c. because He wanted to prove his bravery 

d. because he wanted to win a medal 

Q25- What was stopping Douglas from getting into the waters of Cascade? 

a. Warnings of his mother 

b. Memories of California 

c. Instructions given by the instructor 
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d. Memories full of terror in the pool 

Q26- How did Douglas make sure that he had conquered the old terror? 

a. By visiting California 

b. By jumping into the waters 

c. By taking a lesson from the instructor 

d. By swimming across lakes 

Q27- Where was lake Wentworth? 

a. In New Hampshire 

b. in New York 

c. in California 

d. in Los Angeles 

Q28 At first, why was the writer not much frightened when he was thrown into the pool? 

a. Because he was sleeping 

b. Because he was intoxicated 

c. Because he believed that the lifeguard would come to his rescue 

d. Because of his confidence to come to the surface 

STAND ALONE QUESTIONS 

Q29.  

Assertion: Douglas's lungs were ready to burst. 

Reasoning: He was unable to breathe in deep water 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q 30. 

Assertion: Douglas didn't try to save himself the third time 

Reasoning: He was too tired to jump now 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q 31.  
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Assertion: Douglas's father laughed when Douglas was buried under water 

Reasoning: He was a cruel and sadistic father. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q32. 

Assertion: Douglas's mother kept reminding him of the drownings in Yakimariver 

Reasoning: She was over-protecting mother who clipped the wings of her child 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q 33.  

Assertion: Douglas went to Lake Michigan 

Reasoning: He wished to eliminate his residual doubts regarding his aquaphobia. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q34. 

Statement 1: YMCA pool was safer as there were life guards. 

 

Statement 2: YMCA pool was safer because it had shallow water to learn swimming‘ 

Statement 3: YMCA pool was safer as there was instructor to train him. 

a. Statement 1 is True, Statement 2& 3 are False. 

b. Statement 2 is True, Statement 1&3 are False. 

c. Statement 1&2 are True Statement 3 is False 

d. Statement 1 is False, Statement 2&3 are True 

Q35. ―My introduction to the Y.M.CA. swimming pool revived unpleasant memories and stirred 

childish fears‖ What does the word ‗revive‘ mean 

a. given fresh life 
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b. restored to consciousness 

c. Resuscitated 

d. All of these 

Q36. What does Douglas mean by ‗I was buried in water‘? 

a. He was drencher 

b. He was drowned 

c. He lost his breath in the pool 

d. All the above 

 Q37. Why did the big boy throw him in the pool? 

a. he was fooling 

b. He was training him. 

c. Wanted to take revenge on him. 

d. None of the above. 

Q 38. What joys was Douglas deprived of due to his fear of water? 

a. Boating, Fishing and Swimming 

b. Sea Surfing and boating 

c. Swimming and diving 

d. Yachting 

Q39. Yet I had residual doubts. At my first opportunity I hurried west, went up the Tieton to Conrad 

Meadows, up the Conrad Creek Trail to Meade Glacier, and camped in the high meadow by the side 

of Warm Lake. The next morning, I stripped, dived into the lake, and swam across to the other shore 

and back — just as Doug Corpron used to do. I shouted with joy, and Gilbert Peak returned the echo. 

I had conquered my fear of water. 

1. Choose the quote that best describes Douglas‘ attitude in the above extract. 

a. ‗Obstacles are those fearful things you see when you take your eyes of your goal‘. 

b. ‘You will succeed if you persevere; and you will find joy in overcoming obstacles.‘ 

c. ‘If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn‘t lead anywhere.‘ 

d. ‗The greater the obstacle, the more glory in overcoming it.‘ 

2. Choose another word that means ‗residual‘ 

a. leftover 

b. entire 

c. main 

d. total 
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3. how intense was Douglas‘ will to conquer his fear? 

a. Not intense 

b. slightly intense 

c. intense 

d. highly intense 

4. From the extract it can be inferred that Doug Corpron was . 

a. His instructor who taught him swimming. 

b. The boy who threw him in the pool. 

c. His father who took him to California beach. 

d. A swimmer who inspired Douglas to swim back and forth the lake. 

Q 40. Then all effort ceased. I relaxed. Even my legs felt limp; and a blackness swept over my brain. 

It wiped out fear; it wiped out terror. There was no more panic. It was quiet and peaceful. Nothing to 

be afraid of. This is nice... to be drowsy... to go to sleep... no need to jump... too tired to jump... it‘s 

nice to be carried gently... to float along in space... tender arms around me... tender arms like 

Mother‘s... now I must go to sleep... I crossed to oblivion, and the curtain of life fell. 

1. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below. 

Statement 1: The narrator overcame his fear and terror and relaxed. 

Statement 2: The narrator was able to come out of the pool after a great effort. 

a. Statement 1 is True, statement 2 is False. 

b. Statement 2 is True, statement 1 is False. 

c. Both the statements are True. 

d. Both the Statements are False. 

2. Which word is similar in meaning to ‗oblivion‘? 

a. awareness 

b. consciousness 

c. insensibility 

d. mindful 

3. Statement 1: The narrator was very tired and became unconscious. 

Statement 2: The narrator made many efforts to save himself from drowning. 

a. statement 1 is the cause, statement 2 is the effect. 

b. Statement 2 is the effect, statement 1 is the cause. 

c. Both the statements are the effects of a common cause. 

d. Both the statements are the effects of independent causes. 



87 
 

4. ―… To float along in space‖ Choose the option similar in meaning of the word Space as used 

here. 

a. An opportunity for privacy or time to oneself 

b. An extent set apart or available 

c. The region beyond the Earth‘s atmosphere 

d. a period of time 

Q.41 The chap that threw me in was saying, ―But I was only fooling.‖ Choose the option mentioning 

the personality traits of this ‗chap‘.  

1.  Persuasive  

2. irresponsible  

3. Domineering 

4. Manipulative  

5. Callous 

a. 1,2 & 4 

b. 2, 3 & 4 

c. 2, 3 &5 

d. 1, 3 & 5 

Q.42Those nine feet seemed like ninety feet to Douglas. Which of the following can't be a plausible 

reason? 

a. Douglas was panicky & felt that he wouldn't survive to cover those nine feet which 

were like ninety metaphorically 

b. Douglas was suffocating. His lungs were ready to burst & made him impatient 

c. Douglas was eagerly waiting to reach the bottom of the poolto execute his plan to save 

himself 

d. Douglas had lost all sense of time & space due to fear of water 

Q. 43 How did the 18-year-old bully try to explain his misdeed? 

a. He had been only fooling 

b. He had only been hugging Douglas from behind 

c. He had pushed Douglas accidently 

d. All of the above 

Q. 44 ―Trying to scare me, eh? Well, here‘s to you! Look!‖ Who is the speaker addressing here? 

a. His father when he laughed at him at California beach 

b. His mother when she was reminding her of the drownings in Yakima River 

c. His coach when he was tying a belt around his waist 
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d. Personified Mr. Terror  

Answer: 

1 D 11 A 21 a 31 C 

2 A 12 A 22 B 32 C 

3 A 13 D 23 A 33 D 

4 C 14 B 24 A 34 B 

5 C 15 C 25 D 35 B 

6 A 16 A 26 D 36 B 

7 A 17 A 27 B 37 A 

8 D 18 D 28 D 38 A 

9 C 19 D 29 A 39 B 

1 B 2 A 3 D 4 D 

10 A 20 A 30 B 40 C 

1 A 2 C 3 A 4 C 

41 C 42 D 43 A 44 D 

  

Poem- 1 MY MOTHER AT SIXTY- SIX 

Kamala Das 

Theme 

The theme of the poem is 'ageing' which is the law of nature. It also depicts the helplessness and 

aspirations of the young generation. It portrays the different stages of life and how everybody grows 

old and faces various situations that life throws at them. 

The significance of the title 

The author is noticing how old and worn out her mother is by life, and is fearful that she might not 

meet her mother again even though she does not dare to voice it. 

Poetic devices 

Simile: it is the comparison of two things by using as or like. e.g., ―her face ashen like that of a 

corpse‖, ―as a late winter‘s moon‖. 

Metaphor: it is the direct comparison of two things without the use of as or like. e.g., ―the merry 

children spilling‖. 

Personification: When we give human characteristics to animals or plants or non-living things. e.g., 

―trees sprinting‖. 

Anaphora: It is the repetition of a word or phrase to create a poetic effect in a poem. e.g., the poet 

repeats these words, ―smile and smile and smile‖. 
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Alliteration: It is the repetition of the consonant sounds in a line of a poem. e.g., ―my mother‖, ―I 

said was, see you soon‖. 

Rhyme scheme – The poem does not follow any rhyme or rhythm. It has been written in free verse.  

Main points 

• Poetess is travelling back to Cochin airport with her mother in a car. 

• Looks at the wan, pale face of her dozing mother. 

• Her face has a dull, colorless appearance and reminds her of a corpse. 

• Thought is very painful; realizes she is now an old woman and could be nearing death. 

• Turns to look at Sprinting trees outside; sees merry children running out of their homes. 

• A welcome change from the gloomy thoughts that grip her. 

• Reaches the airport, after the security check looks at the mother again. 

• Sees her pale and ageing face; is reminded of the winter moon with all the vitality and 

brightness gone. 

• Feels pained at being reminded of a childhood fear---had always been scared of losing her 

mother one day. 

• Does not want to show her agony and fear to her mother now. 

• Tells her that she would see her soon and bids her goodbye with a bright smile on herface 

  

EXTRACT-BASED QUESTIONS: 

1…   I saw my mother, 

beside me, 

doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that 

of a corpse and realized with pain……… 

A. What kind of atmosphere is created by the use of words like ‗corpse‘& ‗ashen‘? 

(i) Depression 

(ii) Death, decay & disease 

(iii) Gloom & doom  

(iv) Nostalgia 

B. What did ‗I‘realize with pain? 

(i) Fear of losing mother 

(ii) Fear of shifting to another city  

(iii) Fear of plane crash 

(iv) Fear of getting injured 
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C. Why was the realization painful?  

(i) Not happy with her job  

(ii) Dreams not yet fulfilled 

(iii) Hard fact to accept  

(iv) Will cause loss of blood 

D. Which words in the extract represent simile? 

(i) I saw my mother  

(ii) open mouthed 

(iii) ashen like that of a corpse  

(iv) realized with pain 

2.  but soon 

put that thought away,  

and looked out at Young 

Trees sprinting, the merry children  

spilling out of their homes…. 

A. What thought did the poet put away?  

(i) The impending death of her mother  

(ii) The ominous plane crashes 

(iii) The gun wound injury  

(iv) None of these 

B. What did the poet see when she looked out of the car? 

(i) Traffic signs and signals 

 (ii) Tractors, trucks and trailers 

(iii) The grazing animals 

(iv) Trees, Children, Houses 

 

C. What does the phrase ‗trees sprinting ‗signify? 

(i) Trees have started running  

(ii) Trees are similar to children  

(iii) Fleeting time 

(iv) Homeless children 

D. Which word in the passage is an antonym of ‗miserable‘? 
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(i) Thought  

(ii) Sprinting  

(iii) Merry  

(iv) Spilling 

3. … and looked out at Young 

Trees sprinting, the merry children   

spilling out of their homes,  

but after the airport‘s security check,  

standing a few yards away,  

I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winter‘s moon and felt  

that old familiar ache… 

A. What is the most likely reason the poet capitalized ‗Young Trees‘? 

This was to: 

(i) convey a clearer meaning. 

(ii) highlight the adj.-noun combination. 

(iii) enhance the contrast. 

(iv) draw a connection with the title 

B. Choose the option that appropriately describes the relationship between the two statements 

given below. 

Statement 1: The poet knows her mother has aged. 

Statement 2: The poet feels the pain of separation. 

(i) Beginning – Ending 

(ii) Cause – Effect 

(iii) Question – Answer 

(iv) Introduction – Conclusion 

 

C. Choose the option that completes the sentence given below. 

  Just as the brightness of the winter‘s moon  

is veiled behind the haze and mist, similarly .. 

(i) the pain of separation has shaded mother‘s expression. 

(ii) age has fogged mother‘s youthful appearance. 
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(iii) growing up has developed a seasoned maturity in the poet. 

(iv) memories warm the heart like the pale moon in winter. 

D. Choose the correct option out of the ones given below. 

(i) Merry children spilling-Simile Old familiar ache-Metaphor 

(ii) pale as a late winter‘s moon-metaphor young trees sprinting-Imagery 

(iii) all I did was smile-imagery the merry children spilling-personification  

(iv) young trees sprinting-personification pale as a late winter‘s moon-simile 

(a) Option 1 

(b) Option 2 

(c) Option 3 

(d) Option 4 

4. ……standing a few yards away,  

I looked again at her, wan,  

pale as a late winter‘s moon  

and felt that old familiar ache,  

my childhood‘s fear, 

but all I said was, see you soon, Amma,  

all I did was smile and smile and Smile…… 

A. In the above extract, ‗as a late winter‘s moon‘ is an example of 

(i) personification 

  (ii) metaphor  

(iii) simile  

(iv) imagery 

B. The final feelings of the poet were of 

(i) Pain and fear  

(ii) Stress and anxiety  

(iii) Hope and positivity 

(iv) Confusion and pretentiousness 

C. The poem is about 

(i) Mother -daughter relationship  

(ii) Ageing parents 

(iii) Physical distance between old parents and children  
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(iv) Fear of daughter about her ageing mother 

D. Identify the figure of speech in the phrase, ―all I did was smile and smile and smile….‖ 

(i)  Alliteration 

(ii)  Imagery  

(iii) Rhyme  

(iv) Repetition 

 

STAND ALONE MCQs 

1. Why has the poet used the imagery of merry children spilling out of their homes? 

a. to show hope 

b. to show happiness 

c. to show youthfulness of her age 

d. to show hope and happiness in children 

2. What does the expression smile, smile and smile signify? 

a. poet was going home and was elated 

b. poet was happy 

c. poet was hopeless 

d. poet's desperate efforts to hide her fears 

3. What is the kind of pain and ache that the poet feels? 

a. Losing her mother 

b. heart attack 

c. headache 

d. children screaming at her 

4. What is the distinctive feature of the poem? 

a. its metaphors 

b. simile used 

c. alliteration used 

d. narrative style using a single sentence in a set of 14 lines 

 

5. What does this narrative style of the poem signify? 

a. differing thoughts 

b. many thoughts 
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c. contrasting thoughts 

d. a single thread of thought mixed with harsh realities 

6. What does ‗ashen face ‗signify? 

a. colour of face 

b. face is covered with ash 

c. Pale and lifeless face of poet‘s mother 

d. to show ugly face 

7. Which Rhyming scheme is used in the poem? 

a. coupled rhyme 

b. mono rhyme 

c. Alternate rhyme 

d. free verse 

8. How is the imagery of ‗young trees and merry children‘ a contrast to the mother? 

a. mother is old in comparison to the trees and children 

b. mother is like ash while the trees are green and children are happy 

c. like spring and autumn season 

d. Mother‘s health-hopelessness and trees and merry children- youthfulness and hope 

9. In the poem, My Mother at Sixty-six, all that the poet did was smile and smile and smile…, 

Her smile is: 

a. sudden, in response to her mother‘s. 

b. meaningful and loaded with love. 

c. accompanied with tears of farewell. 

d. put on to cheer her mother 

10. The poet‘s mother has been compared to ‗the late winter‘s moon‘. With reference to this 

phrase, which of the following options is true? 

a. as she was pale and withered 

b. as she was white as moon 

c. as she was beautiful as a moon 

d. as she was glowing 

11. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: The poetess was driving with her mother to the Cochin airport.  

Reasoning: Her mother was with her to see her off at the station. 
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a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

12. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The poetess looked out of the vehicle at the young trees and happy children coming out 

of their houses. 

Reasoning: Her mother has dozed off and her mouth remains open. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

13. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The poet wards off the thought of her mother getting old quickly. 

Reasoning: The poet didn‘t want to confront the inevitability of fate that was to dawn upon her 

mother. 

a. A can be inferred but R cannot be inferred 

b. A cannot be inferred but R can be inferred. 

c. Both A &R can be inferred 

d. Both A & R cannot be inferred 

14. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The poet brings in the image of merry children spilling out of their homes. 

Reasoning: The merry children present an image of happiness and spontaneous overflow of life. 

This image is in stark contrast to the ‗dozing‘ old mother who is an image of ageing, decay and 

passivity. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

15. Which of the following can be inferred of the situation in the poem? 

a. The poet visits her parents in her hometown 

b. The poet‘s mother is visiting the poet in her village 

c. The poet visualizes driving with her mother 
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d. The poet takes her mother to a long drive 

16. Which poetic device is used in the line ‘and felt that familiar ache, my childhood‘s fear‘ 

a. alliteration 

b. simile 

c. analogy 

d. antithesis 

17. Imagine yourself to be Kamala Das from Cochin Airport. How do you feel? 

a. Feeling stressed about the security check at the airport 

b. Feeling relieved to be away from the responsibilities towards mother 

c. Feeling worried at the idea of losing aged mother 

d. Feeling sad to be away from hometown 

18. Which of the following pictures shows a security check? 

 

 

 

 

 

(a)                         (b)                        (c)                         (d) 

a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

19. Choose the picture that best matches the season mentioned in the poem. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

a. Picture 1 
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b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

20. How is the ache familiar to the poetess? 

a. She has experienced the similar kind of aches several times 

b. She has experienced this recurring ache since her childhood 

c. It is a common pain that all human beings experience 

d. It is about her mother who is familiar to the poetess 

21. Which of the following cannot be considered a valid reason for introducing the 

refrain ‗smile and smile and smile‘? 

a. It underlines the helplessness of the poetess as she can only smile 

b. It emphasizes the effort that the poetess has to make to put on this fake smile 

c. It lays stress on the fact that the poetess was happy 

d. It emboldens optimism as a final departing message of the poetess 

22. Which of the following traits are signified by ‗merry children‘ & ‗young trees sprinting‘? 

(i) Vivacity  

(ii) Joy  

(iii) youth  

(iv) punctuality  

(v) vigour  

(vi) energy 

a. Only i, ii, iii, iv 

b. Only ii, iii, iv, v, vi 

c. Only I, ii, iii, v, vi 

d. Only I, iii, iv, v, vi 

23. What is the mood of the poem? 

a. Optimism in the beginning, pessimism in the end 

b. Pessimism in the beginning, optimism in the end 

c. ‗Nostalgia‘ in the beginning, ‗resignation‘ in the end 

d. ‗Resignation‘ in the beginning, ‗Nostalgia‘ in the end 

24. Which of the following is thought-cycle of the poetess in the poem? 

a. Negative-Positive-Negative 
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b. Positive-Negative-Positive 

c. Positive-Negative-Positive-Negative 

d. Negative-positive-Negative-Positive 

Answer: 

 

1A (ii) 3.A (iii) 1 D 9 D 17 C   

1.B (i) 3.B (ii) 2 D 10 A 18 b   

1.C (iii) 3.C (ii) 3 A 11 B 19 a   

1.D (iii) 3.D (d) 4 D 12 B 20 b   

2.A (i) 4.A (iii) 5 D 13 C 21 c   

2.B (iv) 4.B (i) 6 C 14 A 22 c   

2.C (iii) 4.C (iv) 7 D 15 A 23 b   

2.D (iii) 4(D (iv) 8 D 16 A 24 d   

  

Poem-2 AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASSROOM IN A SLUM 

STEPHEN SPENDER 

THEME: 

• Class inequalities & social injustice 

• Students of the elementary school in Tyrol slum, Austria are dull, depressed & diseased 

• Have no access to beautiful green nature & quality education 

• The poet exhorts inspector, governor & visitor to show these children beautiful green nature 

& provide opportunities to get quality education 

IMPORTANT PHRASES: 

• Gusty waves: Strong, stormy waves full of energy &vigour. They present a sharp contrast to 

dull, dim, depressed faces of slum children. 

• Weighed Down Head: The girl seems to be malnourished. Her head is very heavy. Besides, 

the burden of poverty & worries bends her head down. 

• Rat‘s eyes: small shifty greedy eyes looking for something all the time 

• Gnarled disease: a disease of twisted bones inherited by the paper seeming boy/stunted boy 

from his father 

• Other than this: Tree room is a happy, cheerful, open, curious & mysterious place. In 

contrast, class room is dirty, dim & dismal closed place. 

• Sour cream walls: class room walls are off-white & foul-smelling like sour cream 
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• Shakespeare‘s head: Portrait of the great dramatist & poet, William Shakespeare 

• Civilized dome riding all cities: a dome which is a symbol of civilization can be found atop 

educational institutions all over the world 

• Awarding the world its world: The map provides a rich, green beautiful & happy world to the 

people of the world which they can explore & know. But slum children have no access to this 

world. 

• Open-handed map: Generous map which offers ‗the whole world‘ to the people of the world 

• Lead sky: dull grey sky which looks like lead due to absence of sun & presence of fog 

• Stars of words: Great poets& authors like William Shakespeare who have become stars with 

the help of words they have written in their books. 

Or 

Knowledge & learning (stars of words) 

• Cramped Holes: Narrow congested hole like houses of slum children 

• Slag Heap: A huge heap of waste material. The bodies of slum children are also called slag 

heap because they are deformed & sick 

• Catacombs: A long underground gallery where graves are made 

• Let their tongues run naked into books: Let children get opportunities to read a lot of books 

• The white & green leaves open: The white leaves ( pages of books) & green leaves ( Nature) 

must be made accessible to these slum children 

• History theirs whose language is the sun: Sun is democratic. It gives its warmth & light to all 

without any discrimination. The countries which provide equal opportunities for all- rich or 

poor make history. 

• Children who are confident, bright & vibrant like sun will make history. 

 

MAIN POINTS: 

• Pathetic and miserable Description of the elementary classroom in a slum. 

• Children have dull, pale and lifeless faces unlike gusty waves. 

• Their hair is scattered around their pale faces like rootless weeds in a field. 

• They are depressed and oppressed with the burdens of life. The tall girl keeps her head down. 

• There is a boy who is as thin as paper due to malnutrition. 

• His growth is stunted. 

• He is unlucky heir as he has inherited his father‘s disease of twisted bones. 

• There is another boy-sweet & young. He is dreaming of squirrel‘s game ( happy& cheerful 

place as compared to dim & depressing classroom) in tree room instead of focusing on his 

lesson. 
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Description of the classroom 

• The walls are off-white & unpleasant-smelling like sour cream. 

• On them are hung the donations given by the rich- Shakespeare‘s portrait, Picture of a 

civilized dome, a scenery of cloudless sky at dawn & a picture of flowery Tyrolese valley 

• These pictures depicting beautiful nature & great learning & advanced civilization are 

meaningless in the slum classroom 

• The map on the wall shows the beautiful green world including capes, rivers, lakes etc. 

• The world shown on the map is not their world 

• Their world is the foggy slum seen through the classroom windows 

• Their future is dark & hazy like fog 

• They have been sealed in that narrow street by a lead sky 

• Even a bright blue sky is beyond their reach. 

• They are far away from beautiful nature ( blue sky, golden valleys,& green leaves) and lamp 

of learning/ light of knowledge 

Shakespeare is wicked 

• He has written about the rich & royal people, beautiful green sunny world & ships tempting 

them to steal 

Map is a bad example 

• The map is of no interest to them because it does not reflect the world they live in-

narrowhole-like houses. 

• The poet feels that the map which shows beautiful and exotic places should be replaced with 

a map which shows slums. 

The Grim Reality 

• Their lives start in darkness and end in utter darkness. Foggy day is equivalent to night. 

• There is no light in their life. 

• They are undernourished. Their bones peep out through the skin. 

• Their deformed & diseased bodies have been referred to as ‗their slag heap‘ 

• They have poor vision. They wear spectacles of steel with repaired glasses. They have no 

money to buy new glasses. 

• Their time & space is that foggy slum 

 • It is the only world accessible to them. 

Who can be change-agents? 
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• Unless the governor inspector and visitor play a vital role in bringing about a change,their 

lives will remain in dark. They can see the green world only on a map. 

• The slum children will be able to peep through the window only when the gap between the 

two worlds is bridged. 

Appeal to the ‘haves(Inspector, Governor & Visitor) ’ 

• They should break the barriers & take them out of the dirty surroundings and their world 

should be stretched to the green fields, golden sands and green leaves. 

• They should have the freedom of expression and their outlook be broadened. 

• They should be given opportunities to read a lot of books 

• For, only the educated and learned people whose language has strength and powercan create 

history. 

EXTRACT-BASED QUESTIONS: 

A.                          Far far from gusty waves these children‘s faces. 

Like rootless weeds, the hair torn round their pallor: 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head.  

The paper Seeming boy, with rat‘s eyes.  

The stunted, unlucky heir of twisted bones,  

reciting a father‘s gnarled disease,  

His lesson, from his desk. At back of the dim class 

One unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream, of squirrel‘s game,  

in tree room, other than this. 

1. Which of the following is not rightly matched? 

a. With Rats‘ eyes: Metaphor 

b. Paper-seeming boy : Metaphor 

c. Tree room: Alliteration 

d. Like rootless weeds the hair torn around their pallor : simile  

2.What is gnarled disease? 

a. A disease of having abnormally heavy head 

b. A disease of having pale skin color 

c. A disease of having twisted bones 

d. All of the above 

3. Why is the ―unlucky heir‖ called so? 

a. He has not inherited much of money & property 
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b. He has inherited a disease of twisted bones from his father 

c. He is very thin 

d. He is stunted 

4. What is the significance of other than this? 

a. This shows the contrast between the dim & depressing class room & the cheerful tree 

room 

b. This shows the contrast between slum children & squirrels 

c. This shows the contrast between slum children & rich children 

d. None of the above 

5. Which of the following statements can‘t be inferred from ‗Weighed down‘head? 

a. The girl‘s disproportionately heavy head (due to malnourishment) weighs down 

literally 

b. The girl‘s head weighs down due to sleepiness or drowsiness 

c. The girl‘s head weighs down due to the burden of studies 

d. The girl‘s head weighs down due to worries & cares of life 

6. The words & phrases like ‗pallor‘ ‗weighed down head‘ & ‗paper-seeming‘ suggest that the 

students are……... 

(i) Unhealthy  

(ii)  dull  

(iii)  depressed  

(iv)  obese  

(v)  well-toned  

(vi)  ill-fed 

a. Only (i), (ii) and (iii) 

b. Only (ii), (iii), (v) and (vi) 

c. Only (I), (ii) , (iii) and (vi) 

d. Only (i), (ii) , (iii), (iv) and (vi) 

7. Which of the following pictures does not resonate with the condition of the slum children? 
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1 2 3 4 

a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

B. 

On sour cream walls, donations. 

 Shakespeare‘s head, Cloudless at dawn,  

civilized dome riding all cities. 

Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley.  

Open-handed map Awarding the world its world.  

And yet, for these Children, these windows,  

not this map, their world,  

Where all their future‘s painted with a fog, 

A narrow street sealed in with a lead sky 

Far far from rivers, capes, and stars of words. 

1. Which of the following is not an example of metaphor? 

a. Awarding the world its world 

b. Where all their future is painted with a fog 

 c. sour cream walls 

d. Lead sky 

2. Which of the following cannot be a correct explanation of " Civilized dome riding all cities " 

a. Signs of civilization like a dome which can be found in all cities are beyond the reach 

of these children 

b. It is meaningless to hang a picture of a civilized dome found in all cities in a slum 

classroom as these children live in a primitive state 
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c. Domes which are signs of a particular civilization prompt slum children to rise high 

in life 

d. Domes which are found atop many educational institutes in all the cities are beyond 

the reach of these children 

3. " Awarding the world its world" means 

a. This map helps the people of the world get awards 

b. This map offers a world full of green valleys, oceans, rivers, mountains etc. to the 

people of the world 

c. The world map offers a world full of green valleys, oceans, rivers, mountains etc. to 

the slum children 

d. This map is a kind of award for the poor slum children 

4. What does ―open handed‖ suggest here? 

a. The map is generous in what it offers to the world 

b. The map has been created with an open hand 

c. The rich explore the places on the map openly while the poor can‘t 

d. The map is slum children's opening into the real world which is otherwise 

inaccessible to them 

5. What does the word ‗fog‘ in relation to the future of the slum children suggest? 

a. They will live & die in this foggy slum 

b. Their lives will always be sly & secretive due to fog 

c. Their future is dark & hazy like fog 

d. Azure sky will remain a distant dream for these slum children 

6. ‗A lead sky‘ suggests …. 

a. A sky that will lead the slum children to scale new heights 

b. A bright blue sky shining bright like lead 

c. A dull grey sky which is indicative of fog& pollution highlighting environmental 

degradation 

d. A dull grey sky which limits the vision & imagination of these children as they can‘t 

see stars at night & the sun during day 

7. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Statement 1: Stars of words refers to great authors like William Shakespeare who symbolize light of 

learning 

Statement 2:  Slum children have access to rivers, capes, valleys & other bounties of nature 

a. Statement1istruebutStatement2is false. 
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b. Statement1isfalsebutStatement2istrue. 

c. BothStatement1andStatement2cannotbeinferred. 

d. BothStatement1andStatement2 can be inferred. 

 C. 

Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example,  

With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal— For lives  

that slyly turn in their cramped holes 

From fog to endless night?  

On their slag heap, these children  

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel  

With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones. 

All of their time and space are foggy slum.  

So blot their maps with slums as big as doom 

1. What is their slag heap? 

a. Heap of coal 

b. Heap of discarded clothes 

c. Deformed & diseased bodies of slum children 

d. Heap of bones 

2. Why are their bones peeping out? 

a. They are skinny & scrawny due to malnourishment 

b. They have very large bones 

c. They have twisted bones 

d. They are very poor 

3. What does 'with mended glass' mean? 

a. They are wearing spectacles with glasses that have been recently changed 

b. They are wearing spectacles with glasses that have been repaired instead of 

being changed 

c. They are wearing spectacles which have broken glasses 

d. They are wearing spectacles with tinted glasses 

4. What is signified by ―From fog to endless night"? 

a. Slum children work hard from morning to night 

b. The life of slum children is full of darkness 
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c. Slum children never see light 

d. Lives of slum children are confined to the foggy slum where there is perpetual 

darkness literally as well as metaphorically 

5. How is map a bad example? 

(i) It shows a rich, green & beautiful world which is inaccessible to slum children 

(ii) It has been prepared by the rich people, not the slum people 

(iii) It does not show the slum where the school is situated 

(iv) It has been hung on a dirty , discolored wall in a slum classroom 

a. Only (i) & (iv) 

b. Only (ii), (iii) & (iv) 

c. Only (i) & (iii) 

d. Only (ii) & (iv) 

6. By calling Shakespeare ‗wicked‘, Stephen Spender aims to …. 

a. Express his jealousy of the great William Shakespeare as he could not match 

his level 

b. Highlight the fact that William Shakespeare wrote about ‗ wicked‘ people 

c. Suggest that Shakespeare‘s writings tempt the slum children to indulge in 

crime 

d. Hint that slum children can‘t identify themselves with a great author like 

William Shakespeare 

7. Which of the following is not rightly matched? 

a. slums as big as doom: Simile 

b. slag heap: metaphor 

c. cramped holes: Metaphor 

d. Surely Shakespeare: Metonymy 

D 

Unless, governor, inspector, visitor, 

This map becomes their window and these windows  

That shut upon their lives like catacombs, 

Break O break open till they break the town 

And show the children to green fields,  

and make their world Run azure on gold sands, and let their tongues 

Run naked into books the white and green leaves open  
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History theirs whose language is the sun 

1. What is the correct explanation of ―Let their tongues run naked into books‖? 

a. Let the slum children lick the books that they read 

b. Let the slum children read a lot of books & taste learning 

c. Let the slum children tear their books 

d. Let the slum children uncover their books 

2. What are white & green leaves? 

a. White leaves are pages of books and green leaves refer to green nature 

b. White & green paper leaves of trees crafted by the slum children 

c. Snow covered white leaves & green leaves 

d. White & green leaves painted by the slum children on their classroom walls 

3. How can this map become their window? 

a. They can paste the map on the window to block the flow of cold air 

b. They can see the beautiful world on that map till they get an opportunity to do so in 

reality 

c. They can locate their slum on that map 

d. They can put dirty spots on that map to mark their slum 

4. What is meant by ‗make their world run azure on gold sands‘? 

(i) Take slum children to see blue water & golden sand of beaches 

(ii) Take slum children to valleys with golden sands under blue sky 

a. Only 1 

b. Only 2 

c. Neither 1 nor 2 

d. Both 1 & 2 

5. Which of the following can be a logical interpretation of ― History theirs whose language is 

the sun‖ 

(i) Only the educated and learned people whose language has strength and power can create 

history 

 (ii) Those who worship the sun can create history 

(iii) Sun is democratic. It gives its light to all without a hint of discrimination. A country where 

education is inclusive & equitable can create history 

(iv) Those who live under the sun are good in history 

a. Only (i) , (ii) and (iv) 
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b. Only (i) &  (ii) 

c. Only (i) and (iii) 

d. Only (i) , (iii) and (iv) 

6. Break O break open till they break the town. What is the tone here? 

a. Sarcastic 

b. Condemnatory 

c. Empathetic 

d. Exhortative 

7. Which of the following pictures does not commensurate with the poet‘s demand? 

 

a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

STAND ALONE MCQs 

1. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: The sweet young boy in the slum classroom dreams of squirrel‘s game.  

Reasoning: His teacher‘s dull & monotonous methods kill his joy & bore him sorely. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

2. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: Governor, Inspector & Visitor can bring a positive change in the lives of the slum 

children. 

Reasoning: They can instigate these children to revolt against their cruel oppressors. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

1 2 3 4 
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b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

3. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The poet wants the world map to be blotted with huge dirty spots. 

Reasoning: The map will become relevant for the slum children. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

4. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: Slum children wear ‗repaired‘ glasses. 

Reasoning: It is a fashion in their slum. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

5.  Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The houses of the slum children have been referred to as cramped holes.  

Reasoning: There are huge holes in the wall which have been left unrepaired. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

6. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: Children have no access to golden sand, green leaves & blue sky. 

Reasoning: Their exit from the slum has been banned by the Governor fearing that they would        

create anarchy & lead to unrest.                                      

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

7. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 
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Assertion: The slum sky has been compared to lead. 

Reasoning: It is dull grey in colour. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

8. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: All the time & space for the slum children is their foggy slum. 

Reasoning: The windows of the classroom have shut upon them 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

9. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below: 

Assertion: The map has been described as ‗open handed‘ 

Reasoning: It does not hold back anything & offers all it has to the people of the world. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

10. Choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below:  

Assertion: The eyes of the paper-seeming boy have been compared to the eyes of a rat.  

Reasoning: The slum children are playful like rats. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

11. Which of the following is not related to the theme of the poem? 

a. The poet paints a pitiable picture of the slum children studying in an elementary 

school 

b. The poet highlights class inequalities & social injustice 

c. The poet makes an appeal to those in power to provide opportunities to slum children 

to study & see green nature 
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d. The poet condemns the attitude of the slum children towards their studies 

12. ―For lives that slyly turn in…‖ The use of ‗slyly‘ signifies that…… 

a. The slum children are sly & secretive 

b. The slum children live in utter oblivion- unknown to the world of the affluent 

c. The slum children commit crimes & hide in their narrow dens 

d. The slum children are unaware of what is happening around the world 

13. Which of the following pictures would describe the houses of slum children the best? 

a. Picture 1   b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3   d. Picture 4 

14. Which of the following pictures does not resonate with the theme of the poem? 

 a. Picture 1 

b. Picture 2 

c. Picture 3 

d. Picture 4 

  

ANSWER 

 

A.1 C B.1 A C.1 C D.1 B 1 C 8 B 

A.2 C B.2 C C.2 A D.2 A 2 C 9 A 

    

1 2 3 4 

    

1 2 3 4 
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A.3 B B.3 B C.3 B D.3 B 3 A 10 C 

A.4 A B.4 A C.4 D D.4 B 4 C 11 D 

A.5 B B.5 C C.5 C D.5 C 5 C 12 B 

A.6 C B.6 D C.6 C D.6 D 6 C 13 D 

A.7 A B.7 A C.7 D D.7 D 7 A 14 C 

            

 

P-3 KEEPING QUIET 

BY PABLO NERUDA 

VALUE POINTS: 

1. The poem ‗Keeping Quiet‘ addresses the problem of environmental pollution caused by 

thoughtless activities of man and the need for quiet introspection. 

2. The poet asks the readers to keep quiet for a count of twelve (which is indicative of time) 

3. He asks them to stop any barrier (Like language, war, exploitation etc ) which creates a 

divide. 

4. This silence will be free from ‗the disturbing sounds of engines and rush of people due to 

their materialistic attitude for some time 

5. The importance of silence and self-introspection can transform not only the life of an 

individual but also the face of the earth. 

6. They will lead a hatred-free and peaceful life, living in harmony, giving a halt to their 

destructive activities. 

7. It will help people to understand themselves & will create the feeling of mutual love & 

respect. 

8. By quiet introspection, the poet does not mean total inactivity; instead, he wants full 

involvement with life. 

9. The effect of the discard & war is the imbalance between man & nature. 

10. Quiet introspection will establish a spiritual & physical union that is most desirable for the 

survival of the earth & of human beings. 

11. The example of Earth can teach us a lesson as during Autumn all leaves fall and everything 

seems dead but there is a quiet period of winter when regeneration takes place in seeming 

stillness and once again life comes back with the arrival of Spring season 

Literary Devices 

Following literary devices/figures of speech have been used in the poem Keeping Quiet: 

1. Alliteration: It is the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words. e.g. ―we will 

count‖, ―sudden strangeness‖, ―stop for one second‖, ―his hurt hands‖, ―clean clothes‖. 
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2. Anaphora:Two consecutive lines starting with the word ‗Let‘s‘. let‘s not speak in any 

language, let‘s stop for one second 

3. Repetition: It is the repetition of phrases in the poem for poetic effect. e.g. ―without rush, 

without engines‖. 

4. Symbolism: The poet uses various symbols in the poem. e.g. ―counting to twelve ‖ 

symbolises time, ―Brothers‖ symbolise mankind, ―green wars‖ refer to deforestation, ―wars 

with gas‖ refers to pollution, ―clean clothes‖ symbolise change of perspective, ―shade‖ 

symbolises protection etc. 

5. Antithesis: It is the juxtaposition of opposing or contrasting ideas. e.g., ―count to twelve and 

we will all keep still‖. Here counting and keeping still are contrasting activities and are put 

together. 

6. Personification: it is the attribution of human characteristics to non-human things and 

animals. e.g., ―Earth can teach us‖. 

7. Metaphor: It is used to make a comparison between two things that aren‘t alike but do have 

something in common. e.g. ―shade‖ refers to protection. 

8. Enjambment: It is the continuation of a sentence to the next line/stanza. In the poem, many 

sentences continue to multiple lines. e.g. 

i) ―Now we will count to twelve and we will all keep still.‖, 

ii) ―For once on the face of the Earth let‘s not speak in any language let‘s stop for one 

second, and not move our arms so much.‖ 

 

iii) Perhaps a huge silence might interrupt this sadness of never understanding ourselves 

and of threatening ourselves with death. etc. 

9. Irony: ‗When everything seems dead, later proves to be alive‘ 

Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow by choosing the best option.  

Q.1  For once on the face of the Earth 

Let‘s not speak in any language Let‘s stop for one second 

And not move our arms so much.  

It would be an exotic moment  

Without rush, without engines,  

We would all be together 

In a sudden strangeness. 

On the basis of the above extract choose the correct option 

1. On the face of the earth ‗means 

a) in existence 
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b) to do all possible to achieve something 

c) to express surprise or shock 

d) to be good and worthy 

 2. ‘Not move our arms ‗means 

a) stop flinging arms 

b) stop war and destruction 

c) stand in attention 

d) All the above 

3. Which one is not a synonym of ‗exotic‘? 

a) foreign 

b) native 

c) alien 

d) unfamiliar 

4. Identify the figure of speech used in ‗Sudden strangeness‘. 

a) simile 

b) metaphor 

c) Alliteration 

d) Personification 

Q2.   Fisherman in the cold sea Would not harm whales 

The man gathering salt Would look at his hurt hands. 

Those who prepare green wars Wars with gas, wars with fire  

Victory with no survivors, Would put on clean clothes  

And walk with their brothers In the shade, doing nothing. 

1. What is suggested by ‗fisherman would not harm whales? 

a) The fishermen would not disturb whales in water. 

b) The people will not destroy wild animals and nature. 

c) The fishermen will stop their business of fishing. 

d) All the above 

2. What is meant by ‗the man gathering salt would look at his hurt hands‘? 

a) People will have time for their personal well-being. 

b) The salt gatherer will put medicine on his wounded hands. 

 c) The salt gatherer will examine his wounds. 
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d) none of the above 

3. What does ‗Green wars‘ signify? 

a) the green uniform of the soldiers. 

b) Deforestation, pollution etc. which destroys environment 

c) green flags and green tanks of the army. 

d) none of the above 

4. How can brotherhood be restored according to the poet? 

a) By wearing clean clothes. 

b) By walking in the shade 

c) By not involving in war related activities 

d) All the above 

Q3. What I want should not be Confused with total inactivity. Life is what it is about. I want no  

        truck with death 

1. What does the poet not want? 

a) People should remain inactive. 

b) People should stop destruction. 

c) People should stop war. 

d) All the above. 

 

2. What does the poet mean by ‗Life is what it is about? 

a) The poet is confused about the meaning of life. 

b) He means life is about moving ahead constructively. 

c) He means life is keeping quiet. 

d) None of the above. 

3. ‘I want no truck with death ‗means 

a) The poet doesn‘t want people to die with truck accident. 

b) The poet doesn‘t want a truck which causes death. 

c) The poet doesn‘t associate himself with destructive activities. 

d) None of the above. 

 4. Choose the option that draws the most accurate parallel. 

Keeping quiet: total inactivity 

a) reflection: death 



116 
 

b) silence: chaos 

c) stagnation: introspection 

d) mindfulness: fear 

Q4.   If we were not so single-minded  

About keeping our lives moving,  

And for once could do nothing, 

Perhaps a huge silence might interrupt this sadness  

Of never understanding ourselves 

And threatening ourselves with death. 

1. Which are the correct synonyms of ‗Single-minded‘? 

a) decisive, unresolved 

b) vacillating, faltering 

c) determined, inflexible 

d) Purposeful, dubious 

2. ‖ Could do nothing‘ implies- 

a) unable to do any work 

b) not involved in destructive activity. 

c) sitting idle 

d) none of the above 

 

3. What is the sadness that the poet speaks about? 

a) sadness of inability to do any work. 

b) sadness of acting without thinking of the result. 

c) sadness due to fear of death 

d) all the above 

4. Choose the two meanings of the word ‗threatening‘  

1. menacing  

2.  comforting 

3. harmless  

4.  ominous 

a) 1 & 2 

b) 1&3 
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c) 1& 4 

d) 2 &3 

Q5.  Perhaps the earth can teach us  

As when everything seems dead  

And later proves to be alive. 

Now I‘ll count up to twelve 

And you keep quiet and I will go. 

1. What can the earth teach us? 

Read the statements (Question no.6 to 10) given below carefully and choose the option that best 

describes these statements with reference to the poem: 

Q6.   

Statement 1: The poem ‗Keeping Quiet‘ calls for change as much as in the individual as  

           human society at large. 

 Statement 2: The poem ‗Keeping Quiet‘ implies that individual change will lead to bigger   

                         societal change. 

Statement 3: The poet believes that when people come together as a community, they will be able  

                      to bring a transformation in each person. 

a) Statement 1 is True, statement 2 is False and statement 3 cannot be inferred 

b) Statement 1 & 2 cannot be inferred, statement 3 is True. 

c) Statement 1 is True; statement 2 & 3 cannot be inferred. 

d) Statement 1 & 2 cannot be inferred, statement 3 is False. 

 

Q7.  Statement 1: Counting up to twelve gives us sufficient time to introspect 

Statement 2: If we keep quiet, we can introspect our actions. 

a) Statement 1 can be inferred, statement 2 cannot be inferred. 

b) Statement 2 can be inferred, statement 1 cannot be inferred. 

c) Both statement 1 & 2 can be inferred 

d) Both statement 1 & 2 cannot be inferred 

Q8.  Statement 1: Wars are of various kinds -internal wars, green wars, wars with gas, wars with 

fire and wars without survivors. 

Statement 2: Wars never yield any winners and cause irrecoverable loss to life and property. 

Statement 3: Wars are unavoidable in the enduring struggle for human dignity and power 

a) Statement 1 is True, Statement 2 & 3 cannot be inferred. 
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b) statement 2 is True, statement 1 &3 cannot be inferred. 

c) Statement 1 is False, statement 2 can be inferred, statement 3 cannot be inferred. 

d) statement 1 & 2 are True, statement 3 is False. 

Q9.  Statement 1: We will count up to twelve and we will keep still. 

Statement 2: Ruthless killing of Whales and war will stop. 

a) Statement 1 is the cause and statement 2 is the effect. 

b) Statement 1 is the cause but statement 2 is not the effect. 

c) Statement 2 is the cause and statement 1 is the effect. 

d) Statement 2 is the cause but statement 1 is not the effect. 

Q10.  Assertion: Wars cause a great damage to life and property. 

Reason: Ammunitions used in war cause poisonous gases and fire. 

a) Statement 1 is correct but statement 2 cannot be inferred 

b) Statement 2 is correct and statement 1 is the correct inference. 

c) Statement 2 is correct but statement 1 cannot be inferred. 

d) Statement 1 & 2 are independent statements so, cannot be related. 

 Q11. Which of the following can be inferred from ‗threatening ourselves with death‘? 

a. Constantly being silent 

b. Constantly rushing out 

c. Constantly being sad. 

d. Constantly doing nothing 

Q12. Which poetic device has been used in ‗Without rush, without engines?  

 

a. Repetition  

b. Alliteration  

c. Personification  

d. Synecdoche  

Q13. From the poem it can be inferred that the poet is:  

 

a. a good Samaritan  

b. a humanitarian  

c. a philanthropist  

d. an environmentalist  

Q14. It can be inferred from the poem that stillness can help humans to____  

 

a. understand the environment  
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b. understand each other  

c. understand themselves  

d. understand the silence  

Q15. Choose the quote that best describes the poet‘s attitude to stillness and silence.  

 

a. The world is full of noise. Might we not set ourselves to learn silence, stillness, solitude.  

b. ‗Inner stillness is the key to outer strength.‘ 

c. Within yourself is a stillness and a sanctuary to which you can retreat at any time and be 

yourself.‘ 

d. ‗Life‘s most precious moments are not all loud or uproarious. Silence and stillness has its 

own virtues.‘ 

Q16. What does the poem speak about in the poem ‗Keeping Quiet‘? 

a. need to be happy 

b. need to introspect 

c. need to work quietly 

d. need to stop every activity 

Q17. What does ‗counting up to 12 ‗signify? 

a. hours in a clock 

b. months in a year 

c. letters in ‗keeping quiet‘ 

d. all the above 

Q18. What does ‗Let‘s not speak in any language suggest? 

a. Languages are difficult to understand. 

b. It will increase noise pollution. 

c. Need for Global silence 

d. None of the Above 

Q19. What is the essence or message of the poem? 

a. introspection and retrospection 

b. to be more peaceful and be in harmony 

c. universal brotherhood and peace 

d. all the above 

Q20. What is required to be at peace? 

a. Quiet introspection 

b. meditation and yoga 

c. interaction with the people 
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d. Living alone in a forest 

Q21. According to the poet what creates barriers? 

a. languages 

b. interactions  

c. introspection 

d. violence 

Q22. Why does the poet ask people not to speak? 

a. because it causes fights 

b. because he needs 

c. because it creates barriers 

d. because it makes things unpleasant 

 Q23. How does keeping quiet help us? 

a. helps to analyse our actions 

b. helps to listen to others carefully 

c. helps to understand our surroundings 

d. All the above 

Q24. How will keeping quiet protect our environment? 

a. ruthless killing of animals will stop 

b. there will be no war to destroy 

c. humans will be in harmony 

d. All the above 

Q25. What is destroying the environment? 

a. A thoughtless actions 

b. constructive actions 

c. speaking without thinking 

d. none of the above 

Q26.Identify the figure of speech used in ‗Not move our arms‘. 

a. simile 

b. Metaphor 

c. Pun 

d. None of the above 

Q27.What should not be confused with total inactivity or death? 
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a. sitting idle 

b. killing of fish 

c. rush and machines 

d. Stillness and silence 

Q28. What is the sadness in the poem that the poet speaks about? 

a. Destruction due to lack of thoughtfulness of the people 

b. unnecessary movements of the people 

c. speaking aloud in the crowd 

d. fighting with each other 

Q29. What does the earth symbolise? 

a. perseverance and new beginning from seemingly stillness 

b. stillness due to idleness 

c. greenery as a result of hard work 

d. prosperity due to hard work and stillness 

Q30. Why does the poet request people to keep quiet? 

a. for giving them some important information 

b. for controlling noise pollution 

c. for becoming more friendly 

d. for becoming thoughtful and peaceful  

Q31. What will happen if rush and engines stop? 

a. Life will come to a stand-still 

b. there will be no traffic jams 

c. No crowded market places 

d. it will create a perfect, harmonious moment  

Q32. Why is the moment of silence called ‗Exotic‘? 

a. It will be a harmonious and blissful moment 

b. because of the rush and engines 

c. because of large gatherings 

d. Because of beautiful scenery 

Q33. Why is the poet asking everyone not to speak any language? 

a. to avoid noise 

b. to avoid loud voices 
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c. to avoid people 

d. to avoid conflicts 

Q34. What does the poet expect of the fishermen? 

a. to catch more fish 

b. to go deeper into the sea 

c. to think and stop harming the fish 

d. none of the above 

Q35. While gathering salt, what will happen to the man if he keeps silent for a moment? 

a. he will stop dropping it 

b. he will look at his hand 

c. he will take care of his wounds 

d. he will walk carefully 

Q36. What does ‗hurt hand‘ refer to? 

a. Growing needs of the man 

b. growing greed of man 

c. unfulfilled desires 

d. growing insensitivity of man to pain 

Q37. Which images in the poem show that the poet condemns or hate violence? 

a. fisherman not harming whales 

b. wars leaving behind no survivors to celebrate 

c. poet‘s refusal to deal with death 

d. All these 

Q38. What can human beings learn from nature? 

a. How to be beautiful and colourful 

b. How to be constructive in silence 

c. How to be quiet and gloomy 

d. How to be happy and jubilant  

Q39. What can winter season symbolise? 

a. death and destruction 

b. Life in apparent stillness 

c. Cold and chill 

d. None of the above 
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Q40.Which literary device is used in ‗when everything seems dead, later proves to be alive.‘? 

a. simile 

b. Metaphor 

c. Antithesis 

d. Irony 

Read the statements (Question no.41 to 45) given below carefully and choose the option that best 

describes these statements with reference to the poem. 

Q .41. 

Assertion: Wars are futile, according to Pablo Neruda  

Reasoning: They produce a victory with no survivors. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong  

Q 42. 

Assertion: The man gathering salt will look at his hurt hands. 

Reasoning: He has introspected during the exotic moment. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong  

Q 43. 

Assertion: The war-mongers will put on clean clothes. 

Reasoning: They have to attend a meeting of the world leaders on protection of whales. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong  

Q 44. 

Assertion: The poet urges the readers to keep silent & still.  

Reasoning: Keeping silent & still will bring affluence & prosperity. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 
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b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong  

Q 45. 

Assertion: Pablo Neruda does not advocate total inactivity. 

Reasoning: He wants us not to raise our weapons to kill animals & fellow human beings. 

a. Both A and B are right. R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and B are right. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 
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VISTAS 

Lesson-1 THE THIRD LEVEL 

- JACK FINNEY 

LESSON NOTES 

 Charlie - 31-year-old, office goer, experiences something unbelievable. 

 One night he got late from office. 

 Decides to take to take the suburban train from NY‘s grand central station.      

 Station -a maze of corridors and staircases. 

 Charlie takes a flight of stairs, enters a lonely tunnel and finds himself absolutely alone.  

 Doesn‘t panic, keeps walking, finds a flight of stairs to reach another level. 

 Small room, few ticket windows and train gates, wooden and old looking information booth.  

 Men had beards, sideburns, fancy moustaches. 

 Women wore skirts, high buttoned shoes and leg of muttons sleeves.  

 A man looking at a pocket watch 

 Old style locomotive with the funnel-shaped stack. Open gaslights being used 

 Brass spittoons on the floor 

 Wants to visit his home town, Galesburg. Past is quiet and peaceful. 

 Tries to buy two tickets to Galesburg (one ticket for his Wife Louisa)  

 Clerk grows suspicious as Charlie doesn‘t have old-style currency. 

 Back to the present-day world People‘s reaction to Charlie‘s experience Presidents of NY 

railroads swear on the existence of two levels. 

 Psychiatrist friend Sam refuses to believe 

 Interprets it as an escape from insecurity, fear, war and worry of the modern world.  

 Louisa too disbelieves Charlie Charlie‘s determination to find the Third Level Withdraws 

money buys old currency worth 300 dollars. 

 Fails to find the Third Level Louisa and Psychiatrist worried Unexpected Ending 

Sam disappears 

 Charlie finds a first-day cover, never seen before Note from Sam dated 18th July 1894 from 

Galesburg 

 Sam asks Charlie and Louisa to come to Galesburg and enjoy a quiet and peaceful life 

Charlie discovers Sam had bought old currency worth 800 dollars 

 Enough to help him start hay and grain business in 1894 at Galesburg First Day Cover Stamp 

collectors buy stamps on the day of release 

 Mail the envelopes with blank paper in it with the postmark of the date to themselves      

 Covers remain unopened 

 Charley inherited stamp collection from his grandfather 

VOCABULARY 

 Suburban- residential 

 Ducked- lower the head or body quickly     Arched- curved 

 Bumping- knock or run into something 



126 
 

 Snapped- break suddenly and completely 

 Locomotive- a powered railway vehicle used for pulling trains 

ASSERATION AND REASONING 

Q 1 Choose the most appropriate option based on the sentences given below:  

Statement 1: Charley saw a newspaper dated 11 June 1894 at the third level.  

Statement 2: Charley saw a boy with one copy of the newspaper ‗The World‘. 

Statement 3: Charley saw the date then & there to confirm the time period 

a. Statement 1 is right, 2 & 3 are wrong 

b. Statement 1 & 2 are right, 3 is wrong 

c. Statement 2 & 3 are right, 1 is wrong 

d. All the statements are wrong 

Q. 2 Choose the most appropriate option based on the sentences given below:  

Statement 1: Sam Weiner blamed Louisa for Charley‘s unhappiness. 

Statement 2: Louisa was a domineering wife who did not assign any personal space to Charley. 

a. Statement 1 is right, 2 is wrong 

b. Statement 1 is wrong, 2 is right 

c. Both Statement 1& 2 are right 

d. Both the statements are wrong 

Q. 3 Which of the following characteristics cannot be associated with Charley? 

1. Escapist  

2.  Stressed  

3.  Daydreamer  

4.  Hard working  

5.  Mad  

6.  Hen-pecked 

a. Only 4, 5 & 6 

b. Only 4 

c. Only 6 

d. Only 5 & 6 

Q.4 Louisa was mad because…… 

1. The psychiatrist was insinuating her for keeping her husband unhappy 

2. The psychiatrist was hinting that Charley was a mad man 
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3. She mistook the psychiatrist & thought he had meant to say that Charley had been unhappy 

in his marriage 

a. Statement 3 is right, 1 & 2 are wrong 

b. Statement 1 & 2 are right, 3 is wrong 

c. Statement 2 & 3 are right, 1 is wrong 

d. All the statements are wrong 

Q. 5 Which of the following is not an example of ‗temporary refuge from reality‘? 

 a. Stamp collecting 

b. Daydreaming 

c. Coin collecting 

d. Paragliding 

Q.6 ―Then I walked down another flight to the second level…‖. Which of the following sentences 

uses the highlighted word exactly as it has been used in the text? 

a. She took a flight from Delhi to fly to Dubai 

b. The bird‘s flight was marred by the colourful kites flying from everywhere to 

everywhere 

c. I was thoroughly exhausted after walking up that long flight of stairs 

d. Paragliding gives you near-flight experience 

Q 7. Choose the most appropriate option based on the sentences given below: 

Assertion: Charley always bumped into new corridors & staircases at the Grand central station 

Reason: The Grand Central Station was pushing out new corridors & staircases 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the right explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the right explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q.8 Choose the most appropriate option based on the sentences given below: 

Assertion: Sam started a hay, grain & feed business in Galesburg. 

Reason: His psychiatric practice would not run well in a peaceful town, Galesburg in 1890s. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the right explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the right explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q.9 Choose the most appropriate option based on the sentences given below: 
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Assertion: Charley purchased two tickets to Galesburg. 

Reason: He wished to travel to Galesburg with his wife. 

 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the right explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the right explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

Q.10 Choose the most appropriate option based on the sentences given below: 

Assertion: Charley ran away from the third level. 

Reason: He was in a hurry to purchase old currency & return to buy tickets. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the right explanation of A 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the right explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. R is right, A is wrong 

 

Answer: 

1.a 2.d  3.d  4.a 5.d  

6.c  7.c 8.a 9.d 10.c 

   

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

Q11.WhoistheauthorofTheThirdLevel? 

i. George Orwell 

ii. Agatha Christie 

iii. James Joyce 

iv. Jack Finney 

Q12. What is the meaning of' Waking dream wish fulfillment"? 

i. A pleasant wish that makes one forget the present 

ii. A pleasant wish that takes one to the future 

iii. A pleasant wish which inspires to work 

iv. A pleasant wish that makes one forget the present  

Q13.What is the theme of the lesson? 

i. Human tendency of escapism because of the harsh realities of the present 
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ii. Time travelling 

iii. Theory of escapism 

iv. A dialogue between a patient and a psychiatrist 

Q14. What does the Third level signify? 

i.  A human tendency to escape from the harsh realities of the present to past happy 

times 

ii. A third way on Grand Central station 

iii.  A third gate on Grand Central Station 

iv. None of the above 

 Q15. What is ―Waking dream wish fulfillment" according to the psychiatrist in the lesson? 

i. Charles finding of a Third level at Grand Central Station and realization of his wish to 

visit Gales berg Illinois 

ii. Charles escapism 

iii. Charles escapism from realities 

iv.  None of the above 

Q16. Who was Charles' wife?  

i.  A woman  

ii.  A woman with bright top  

iii.  A woman at The Third Level  

iv.  Louisa  

 

Q17. What is Sam's letter to Charles represent?  

i.         A blend  

ii.        An acceptance to visit  

iii.      A proof of his fantasy  

iv.      A blend of reality with fantasy  

Q18.In what way do we try to overcome the insecurities of the present harsh times  

i.        By engaging ourselves in practical activities  

ii.       By talking to friends and family  

iii.      Reading good books  

iv.      All of the above  

 

Q19-What is the significance of 1894 in the lesson? 

i. It was past 

ii. Authors' parents were alive 
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iii. Author's childhood time 

iv. Representing a peaceful, romantic living time 

  

Q20.Who was Sam in The Third Level? 

a. A doctor 

b. A friend 

c. A psychiatrist 

d. None of the above 

Q21.Why did Charley visit Sam? 

a. To consult the incident of Third level incident at Grand Central Station  

b. To invite him 

c. To invite him to accompany at Gales berg 

d. To guide him in Gale‘s berg 

Q22. Does the Third Level really exist at Grand Station?  

a. Yes 

b. yes, there were 3 levels 

c. No, there were only two levels at the station 

d. None of the above 

Q23. What unusual thing the narrator sees at the Grand Central Sation? 

a. Trees  

b. Motor cars 

c. Third Level 

d. All of the above 

Q24-What does the Psychiatrist explain to Charlie? 

a. Third level is a beautiful place  

b. Third level is worth seeing 

c. Third level is well maintained 

d.  That it was the result of stress and anxiety of his mind  

Q25.How did Charlie reach the Third Level? 

a. In his fantasy he takes a subway or a corridor faster than a bus  

b. ii.In a superfast train 

c. In jet ways 
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d. In an escalator 

Q26-What did Charley see at the Third Level? 

a. Flickering gas lights and people with funny mustaches  

b. Brass spittoons 

c. Men wearing gabardine suit and straw hat 

d. All of the above 

Q27.Why was Louisa, Charley‘s wife worried? 

a. Knowing the incident of Third Level  

b. For not getting tickets 

c. Tickets were delayed  

d. Sam was scaring 

Q28. Why does Charley want to visit Galesberg? 

a. To meet his old friends 

b. to enjoy 

c. to escape from the troublesome world 

d. to see the beautiful landscape 

Q29.Why do you think the Third Level was an escape for Charley? 

a. Because it existed at the third story 

b. Because Sam knew about it 

c. Because he shared it with Sam 

d. Because it existed only in his fantasy and not in reality  

Q30.What is First Day Cover? 

a. A new stamp gets the Post mark and date 

b. A gift 

c. A gift wrapper 

d. A gift wrapped in a beautiful wrapper 

Q31. How did Charley confirm that he was on The Third Level? 

a. The World 

b. The Times 

c. The Deccan 

d. The New York Times 
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 Q32. Sam was a .... 

a. Psychiatrist 

b. Grain Seller 

c. Newspaper Vendor 

d. Soldier 

Q33. When a new stamp is issued, the stamp collectors buy some, and use them to mail themselves, 

the post mark proves the date. A blank paper is kept inside. The envelope is known as______ . 

a. Stamp 

b. Envelope 

c. Letter 

d. First day cover 

Q34- The reason reaching the third level by the narrator is 

a. The third level was recently made 

b. He has been using third level daily 

c. He wanted to explore new things 

d. He wanted to escape from worries and tensions  

Q35. The third level refers to:    

a. Past Time 

b. A level on Grand central station 

c. Sam‘s imagination 

d. The way to escape the suffering of present time 

Q 36.Why did Sam want to start hay, feed and grain business in 1894? 

a. Hated his current profession 

b. Wanted to escape the frustration of modern life 

c. Wanted to leave his friend‘s company 

d. Wanted to earn more money 

Q 37. The phrase‖ try to skin‖ means    

a. Try to cheat 

b. Try to conceal 

c. Try to show 

d. Try to clarify 

Q 38. What is the genre of the third level? 
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a. Fiction  

b. Imagination  

c. Scientific Fantasy  

d. Play 

  

Q 39. What do you mean by temporary refuge? 

a. Shelter for short time  

b. Shelter for long time  

c. Shelter home 

d. Shelter 

Q40. Charley decided to go to Galesburg to   

a. Find peace 

b. Buy the things cheaper 

c. Meet Sam 

d. Meet his grand father 

                     ANSWER  

11 D 21 A 31 A 

12 A 22 C 32 A 

13 A 23 C 33 D 

14 A 24 D 34 D 

15 A 25 A 35 D 

16 D 26 D 36 B 

17 D 27 A 37 A 

18 D 28 A 38 C 

19 D 29 D 39 A 

20 C 30 A 40 A 
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EXTRACT BASED QUESTIONS 

 

Extract 1 

I wanted two tickets for that. The clerk figured the fare — he glanced at my fancy hatband, but he 

figured the fare — and I had enough for two coach tickets, one way. But when I counted out the 

money and looked up, the clerk was staring at me. He nodded at the bills. ‗‗That ain‘t money, 

mister,‘‘ he said, ‗‗and if you‘re trying to skin me, you won‘t get very far,‘‘ and he glanced at the 

cash drawer beside him. 

Of course, the money was old-style bills, half again as big as the money we use nowadays, and 

different- looking. I turned away and got out fast. There‘s nothing nice about jail, even in 1894. 

A. Why did the clerk stare at Charley? 

a. He was offering fake currency 

b. He was offering different currency than he needed 

c. He was offering older currency to him 

d. He was asking tickets for free 

B. ―That ain‘t money, mister‖ What does the speaker mean? 

a. Money is fake 

b. Money is new 

c. Money is old 

d. All of these 

C. Why did Charley not want to go to jail? 

a. It was costlier 

b. It was better than past 

c. It was worse in the past 

d. It will be better in future 

D. How was old money different from new one? 

a. Bigger in size 

b. Smaller in size 

c. Almost equal 

d. None of these 

Extract 2 

And that was that. I left the same way I came, I suppose. Next day, during lunch hour, I drew three 

hundred dollars out of the bank, nearly all we had, and bought old-style currency (that really worried 

my psychiatrist friend). You can buy old money at almost any coin dealer‘s, but you have to pay a 



135 
 

premium. My three hundred dollars bought less than two hundred in old-style bills, but I didn‘t care; 

eggs were thirteen cents a dozen in 1894. 

A. Why did Charley get his new currency exchanged? 

a. He wanted to enjoy more in Galesburg 

b. He wanted to buy two tickets for Galesburg 

c. He wanted to invest in Galesburg 

d. He was looking for safe job in Galesburg 

B. Why was the psychiatrist worried? 

a. Because Charley had borne loss 

b. Because Charley had played foolish 

c. Because Charley had got 200 for 300 dollars 

d. All of these 

C. What does the speaker mean by ‗Eggs were thirteen cents a dozen in 1894‘? 

a. It was cheaper to be in past 

b. It was costlier to be in past 

c. It was modest to be in past 

d. All of these 

D. How much premium Charley had to pay? 

a. Almost 100 dollars 

b. Almost 200 dollars 

c. Almost 300 dollars 

d. None of these 

Extract 3 

But I‘ve never again found the corridor that leads to the third level at Grand Central Station, 

although I‘ve tried often enough. Louisa was pretty worried when I told her all this, and didn‘t want 

me to look for the third level any more, and after a while I stopped; I went back to my stamps. But 

now we‘re both looking, every weekend, because now we have proof that the third level is still there. 

A. Why could Charley not find that corridor again? 

a. It didn‘t exist 

b. It was under construction 

c. It was demolished 

d. It disappeared in reality 

B. What made Louisa worried? 
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a. Charley‘s invention of third level 

b. Charley‘s claim of being on third level 

c. Charley‘s proof of finding another level 

d. All of these 

C. What does ‗Look for‘ mean? 

a. Forget 

b. Search 

c. Break out 

d. Remember 

 

D. Who are ‗We‘ in the last line? 

a. Charley and Sam 

b. Sam and Louisa 

c. Charley and his friends 

d. None of these 

Extract 4 

My friend Sam Weiner disappeared! Nobody knew where, but I sort of suspected because Sam‘s a 

city boy, and I used to tell him about Galesburg — I went to school there — and he always said he 

liked the sound of the place. And that‘s where he is, all right in 1894. Because one night, fussing 

with my stamp collection, I found… 

A. Where has Sam gone according to Charley? 

a. Illinois 

b. Galesburg 

c. Grand central Station 

d. Third level 

B. How old was Charley? 

a. 31-year-old 

b. 32-year-old 

c. 33-year-old 

d. 34-year-old 

C. How was Charley associated with Galesburg? 

a. Spent his whole life there 

b. Spent his childhood there 
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c. Spent first few years there after his marriage 

d. All of these 

D. How did Sam really travel to Galesburg? 

a. In reality 

b. In imagination 

c. In imagination of Charley 

d. None of these 

Extract 5 

That night, among my oldest first-day covers, I found one that shouldn‘t have been there. But there it 

was. It was there because someone had mailed it to my grandfather at his home in Galesburg; that‘s 

what the address on the envelope said. And it had been there since July 18, 1894 — the postmark 

showed that — yet I didn‘t remember it at all. 

A. What is first-day cover? 

a. Envelope with a blank paper 

b. Envelope with a written paper 

c. Envelope with an unapproved stamp 

d. All of these 

B. Who had mailed that first day cover to Charley‘s grandfather according to the speaker? 

a. Sam 

b. Charley‘s Grandfather 

c. Charley himself 

d. Charley‘s friends 

C. Who proved the date on the first day cover? 

a. Postmaster 

b. Ticket Collector 

c. Ticket Examiner 

d. Stamp seller 

D.  Where is the First Day Cover mailed to?  

a. to oneself 

b.  to others 

c.  neither oneself nor to others 

d.  None of these 
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Lesson – 4 THE ENEMY 

-PEARL S BUCK 

 

LESSON NOTES 

 The story de-glorifies war 

 Sets fellow feelings against national loyalty  

 It proves humanity is above patriotism 

 Sadao, a Japanese surgeon finds a wounded American soldier on the beach near his house. 

 He is unable to throw him back though he was his enemy as he was a doctor and his first duty 

was to save a life. 

 Hana, his wife, though initially reluctant because it was dangerous for all including the 

children to keep the enemy in the house, joins her husband in operating and nursing the 

enemy soldier back to health, even though the servants desert the house. 

 Hana assists Dr. Sadao in operating the soldier in spite of her physical discomfort and 

hesitation. 

 Though it was war time and all hands were needed at the front, the General did not send 

Sadao with the troops as he is an expert surgeon and the General needed him. 

 Sadao tells him about the enemy soldier but he does not take any action as he is self-absorbed 

and forgets his promise that he would send his private assassins to kill the enemy and remove 

his body. 

 Taking advantage of the general‘s self-absorption Sadao decides to save the soldiers life. 

After the soldier is out of danger Dr. Sadao helps him to escape from his house to safety. 

EBQ 1 

It was at this moment that both of them saw something black come out of the mists. It was a man. He 

was flung up (thrown up) out of the ocean — flung; it seemed, to his feet by a breaker. He staggered 

a few steps, his body outlined against the mist, his arms above his head. Then the curled mists hid 

him again. 

1. 

Assertion: ‗Something black‘ has been used to describe the man Dr. Sadao saw.  

Reason: It was misty. Dr. Sadao could not make out anything for sure. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A. 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. A is wrong, R is right  

2. 

Assertion: The man found by Dr. Sadao was lucky.  

Reasoning: Waves had thrown him out of the ocean 
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a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A. 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. A is wrong, R is right 

 3. 

Assertion: The man walked unsteadily  

Reasoning: It was foggy & misty weather. 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A. 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. A is wrong, R is right 

4. 

Assertion: Hana & Dr. Sadao had been looking intently towards the coast  

Reasoning: They were enjoying the cloudy, foggy & misty weather 

a. Both A & R are correct. R is the correct explanation of A. 

b. Both A & R are correct. R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is right, R is wrong 

d. A is wrong, R is right 

EBQ 2 

Now Sadao remembered the wound, and with his expert fingers he began to search for it. Blood 

flowed freshly at his touch. On the right side of his lower back Sadao saw that a gun wound had 

been reopened. The flesh was blackened with powder. Sometime, not many days ago, the man had 

been shot and had not been tended. It was bad chance that the rock had struck the wound 

Q.1 What do ‗expert fingers‘ suggest here? 

a. Dr. Sadao is expert at searching for injuries & wounds 

b. Dr. Sadao is expert at treating American men 

c. Dr. Sadao is a surgeon &naturally, he is expert of wounds & injuries 

d. Dr. Sadao knows how to shed blood 

Q. 2 ―The flesh had blackened with powder‖ infers that …. 

a. The wound had been filled with something black to stop bleeding 

b. The wound had been covered with a black bandage 

c. The wound had been washed with a black liquid medicine 

d. The wound had been inflicted by a gun shot 



140 
 

Q.3 Why was the wound bleeding afresh? 

a. Dr. Sadao had touched the wound 

b. The wound had been reopened by a rock 

c. The bandage had come off 

d. The man had fallen on the beach on his right side 

Q.4 Which of the following is not true about ‗the man‘? 

a. He has long yellow hair & black beard 

b. He is wearing rags 

c. He is wearing a wet cap 

d. He is badly torn 

 

 EBQ 3 

‗‗What shall we do with this man?‘‘ Sadao muttered. But his trained hands seemed of their own will 

to be doing what they could to stanch the fearful bleeding. He packed the wound with the sea moss 

that strewed the beach. The man moaned with pain in his stupor but he did not awaken. 

Q 1 Which of the following pairs of word-meaning is not rightly matched? 

a. Stupor: A state of oblivion/ unconsciousness 

b. Moan : make a long, low sound expressing physical or mental suffering 

c. Strewed : To be scattered about 

d. Mutter : To eat pea-nuts in a large quantity  

Q 2 What is the ‗wound‘ being referred to? 

a. A bullet wound 

b. A rock wound 

c. A surgical wound 

d. All of the above 

Q 3 ‗‗what shall we do with this man?‘‘ indicates …….. 

a. Dilemma 

b. Indecisiveness 

c. Bewilderment 

d. All of the above 

Q 4 Dr. Sadao packed the wound with the sea moss. This reflects his … 

a. Resourcefulness 

b. Helpfulness 
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c. Milk of human kindness 

d. All of the above 

EBQ 4 

‘‘If we sheltered a white man in our house we should be arrested and if we turned him over as 

a prisoner, he would certainly die,’’ Sadao said. 

‘‘The kindest thing would be to put him back into the sea,’’ Hana said. But neither of them 

moved. They were staring with a curious repulsion upon the inert figure. 

Q 1 Why is the white man being referred to as ‗inert figure‘? 

a. His identity is hidden 

b. He is unconscious 

c. He is badly injured 

d. He is hidden by the mists 

Q 2 Why do Sadao& Hana have ‗repulsion‘ for the white man? 

a. He is a ‗white ‗ man 

b. He is dirty 

c. He is badly injured & bleeding 

 d. He is their enemy 

Q 3 Which of the following is the least likely happen if the white man is put back into the sea? 

a. He would die 

b. He would survive 

c. He would escape to America 

d. He would be caught by the police 

Q 4 what is the risk for Dr. Sadao if they give shelter to the white man? 

a. He would be arrested 

b. He would be considered a traitor 

c. His reputation would be tarnished 

d. All of the above  

EBQ 5 

―The master ought not to heal the wound of this white man,‖ he said bluntly to Hana. ―The white 

man ought to die. First he was shot. Then the sea caught him and wounded him with her rocks. If the 

master heals what the gun did and what the sea did they will take revenge on us.‖ 

Q 1 Who is ‗he‘ here? 

a. The cook 
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b. The gardener 

c. The baby sitter 

d. The driver 

Q 2 ―The white man ought to die‖. What does the speaker think so? 

a. He has escaped from a Japanese jail 

b. He is an enemy 

c. He has a fate of death 

d. He is unlucky charm for Dr. Sadao & his household 

Q 3 Which character trait of the speaker is highlighted here? 

(i) Callous  

(ii) superstitious  

(iii) narrow-minded  

(iv) revengeful  

(v) prejudiced 

a. Only1, 2 & 4 

b. Only 1, 2 & 5 

c. Only 1 & 2 

d. Only 1, 2 & 3 

Q 4 What is the tone of the speaker? 

a. Polite 

b. Courteous 

c. Rude 

d. Blunt 

 ANSWERS (MCQ’S) 

1 A 9 D 17 B 

2 A 10 A 18 C 

3 B 11 D 19 D 

4 C 12 D 20 D 

5 C 13 B  

6 D 14 D  

7 A 15 D  

8 A 16 D   
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ENGLISH CORE PRACTICE PAPER (2021-22) 

CLASS-XII 

SET-1 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs.         MM: 80 

General Instructions: 

1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read the 

            instructions very carefully and follow them. 

 

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

Part A (40 Marks) 

READING  (20 marks) 

1. Read the passage given below.       (1x10 = 10) 

Teresa said, "By blood, I am Albanian. By citizenship, an Indian. By faith, I am a Catholic nun. As to 

my calling, I belong to the world. As to my heart, I belong entirely to the Heart of Jesus." Fluent in 

five languages – Bengali, Albanian, Serbian, English and Hindi – she made occasional trips outside 

India for humanitarian reasons. 

At the height of the Siege of Beirut in 1982, Teresa rescued 37 children trapped in a front-line 

hospital by brokering a temporary cease-fire between the Israeli army and Palestinian 

guerrillas.[61]Accompanied by Red Cross workers, she travelled through the war zone to the hospital 

to evacuate the young patients. 

When Eastern Europe experienced increased openness in the late 1980s, Teresa expanded her efforts 

to Communist countries which had rejected the Missionaries of Charity. She began dozens of 

projects, undeterred by criticism of her stands against abortion and divorce: "No matter who says 

what, you should accept it with a smile and do your own work." She visited Armenia after the 1988 

earthquake and met with Nikolai Ryzhkov, Chairman of the Council of Ministers. 

Teresa travelled to assist the hungry in Ethiopia, radiation victims at Chernobyl and earthquake 

victims in Armenia. In 1991 she returned to Albania for the first time, opening a Missionaries of 

Charity Brothers home in Tirana. 

By 1996, Teresa operated 517 missions in over 100 countries. Her Missionaries of Charity grew from 

twelve to thousands, serving the "poorest of the poor" in 450 centers worldwide. The first 

Missionaries of Charity home in the United States was established in the South Bronx area of New 

York City, and by 1984 the congregation operated 19 establishments throughout the country. 

 Teresa had a heart attack in Rome in 1983 while she was visiting Pope John Paul II. Following a 

second attack in 1989, she received an artificial pacemaker. In 1991, after a bout of pneumonia in 

Mexico, she had additional heart problems. Although Teresa offered to resign as head of the 

Missionaries of Charity, in a secret ballot the sisters of the congregation voted for her to stay and she 

agreed to continue. 
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On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the 

eleven given below.          (1x10 = 10) 

 

I. “At the height of the Siege of Beirut in 1982, Teresa rescued 37 children.” This shows that  

mother Teresa is 

a. Humanitarian 

b. Indifferent 

c. Self-seeker 

d. Recipient 

II. Who travelled through the war zone to the hospital? 

a. Red Cross workers 

b. Teresa 

c. Both a and b 

d. Only b 

III. Teresa along with Red cross workers travelled through the war zone to the hospital because 

            they wanted to ___________ 

a. evacuate the young patient 

b. accompany the Red Cross Workers 

c. rescued 37 children 

d. fight the enemy on war front. 

IV. Choose the correct sequence of events. 

Teresa travelled to assist: 

i. earthquake victims in Armenia 

ii. the hungry in Ethiopia 

iii. radiation victims at Chernobyl 

a. iii, i, ii 

b. ii, iii, i 

c. i, ii, iii 

d. ii, i, iii 

V. Find the word in the passage which mean “a group of people assembled for religious worship” 

a. Humanitarian 

b. Congregational 

c. Brokering 

d. Pacemaker 
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 VI. Teresa took a stand against _____________in her projects. 

a. abortion and divorce 

b. men freedom 

c. religious freedom 

d. Armenian freedom 

VII.  Which countries had rejected the Missionaries of Charity? 

a. Armenia 

b. Missionaries 

c. Communist Countries 

d. Ethiopia 

VIII. Why did Teresa return to Albania in 1991?  

a. For security reasons 

b. For fun 

c. To help her sister 

d. For opening a Missionaries of Charity 

IX. Why did Teresa travel to Ethiopia? (Chernobyl, Armenia) 

a. To help the radiation victims 

b. To assist the hungry 

c. For a live show 

d. to go to United States 

X. What was the motto of her Missionaries of Charity? 

a. save the poor 

b. save the child 

c. serve the nation 

d. serve the poorest of the poor 

XI. Who voted secretly for Teresa?  

a. Ethiopian people 

b. sisters of congregation 

c. Missionaries 

d. Albanian people 

2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow. (1X10) 

National Education Policy, 2020 
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The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 was approved by the Union Cabinet on 29th July 2020. 

NEP 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century, which aims to address the many growing 

developmental imperatives of our country and is aligned to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. The National Education Policy, 2020 is built on the foundational pillars of Access, 

Equity, Quality, Affordability and Accountability. 

NEP 2020 recommends many transformational ideas for school education. The New Education Policy 

emphasized to ensure universal access to high-quality ECCE across the country in a phased manner. 

Special attention and priority will be given to districts and locations that are particularly socio-

economically disadvantaged. 

A 5+3+3+4 curricular and pedagogical structure based on cognitive and socio-emotional 

developmental stages of children has been proposed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It also seeks to ensure foundational literacy and numeracy in a mission mode and a host of curricular 

changes and reduced content load in school education curriculum as well assessment reforms for 

holistic development of students. There will be no hard separations between arts and sciences, 

between curricular and extra-curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams, etc.NEP 

2020 promotes active pedagogy, development of core capacities and life skills, including 21st century 

skills, experimental learning at all stages, low stake board exams, holistic progress card, 

transformation in assessment to promote critical and higher order thinking among students, 

mainstreaming of vocational education and reforms in teacher education.  

NEP also puts focus on empowerment of teachers and improving their recruitment, service 

conditions, transfer policy and career progression opportunities at all levels. The National 

Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will specify norms and standards for different levels of 

teachers. Recommendations are also made for using un-utilized capacity of school infrastructure to 
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promote social, intellectual, and volunteer activities for the community and to promote social 

cohesion during non-teaching / schooling hours and schools to be used as a "Samajik Chetna 

Kendra".  

NEP 2020 recommends mother tongue/home language/local language, as medium of instruction at 

least till Grade 5 and at later stages, wherever possible. Policy envisages separation of regulatory, 

administrative and policy making functions to eliminate conflicts of interest and setting up of a State 

School Standards Authority. There is also a greater emphasis on technology to improve multiple 

aspects of education including learning, assessment, planning and administration. 

 

NEP recognizes the importance of teachers, as teachers truly shape the future of our children - and, 

therefore, the future of our nation. 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer Any Ten questions from the eleven 

that follow.           [1 × 10 = 10] 

1. Which of the following is not one of the foundational pillars of NEP? 

a. Equity 

b. Affordability 

c. Accountability 

 d. Magnanimity 

2. NEP does not ensure 

a. foundational literacy 
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b. numeracy 

c. reducing content load 

d. spoken English 

3. In how many stages is school education divided according to NEP? 

a) three 

b) four 

c) two 

d) five 

4. Which of the following is not part of NEP? 

a. No clear separation between Arts and Science 

b. No separation between curricular and extracurricular activities 

c. No segregation between vocational and academic streams 

d. No separation between curriculum and assessment 

5. NEP does not promote 

a. Active pedagogy 

b. Developing life skills 

c. 21st century skills 

d. Experimental learning 

6. NEP does not put focus on which of the following: 

a. Empowerment of teachers 

b. Service conditions of teachers 

c. Improvement in the recruitment of teachers 

d. Seminars and workshops for teachers 

7. Which of the following options is incorrect? 

a. Schools can be utilized as Samajik Chetana Kendra. 

b. Local language can be used as the medium of instruction 

c. Social interaction with the community during off time promoted. 

d. Mother tongue is to be the medium of instruction only up to std. V. 

 8. Which of the following options is correct? 
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a. In NEP, emotional development of children has been disregarded. 

b. Socio-economically disadvantaged children have been ignored. 

c. NEP recognizes the importance of teachers 

d. As per NEP, teachers play a minor role in the nation building. 

9. In the whole passage which profession has been given top-most importance for shaping the 

            future of our children? 

a. Engineering 

b. Politics 

c. Medical 

d. Teaching 

10. Which of the following words in the paragraph - 1 is the synonym of the word 'fairness'? 

a. Accountability 

b. Affordability 

c. Equity 

d. Aligned 

11. Which option does not represent the CORRECT focus of NEP? 

I) 

 

active pedagogy  

 

Rote learning 

II) 

 

21st  century skills  

 

experimental learning 

III) 

 

low stake  board exams  

 

holistic learning 

IV) 

 

higher order thinking  

 

critical thinking 

       

                         LITERATURE     (20 marks) 

3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering 

the questions that follow.          (4+4=8) 

(A) “I have nothing else to do,” he mutters, looking away. 

“Go to school,” I say glibly, realizing immediately how hollow the advice must sound. “There is no 

school in my neighborhood. When they build one, I will go.” 

“If I start a school, will you come?” I ask, half-joking. “Yes,” he says, smiling broadly. A few days 

later I see him running up to me. “Is your school ready?” 

“It takes longer to build a school,” I say, embarrassed at having made a promise that was not meant. 

But promises like mine abound in every corner of his bleak world. 

 i. The phrase “Go to school” is ________________ statement by the speaker. 
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a. casual 

b. funny 

c. serious 

d. thoughtful 

ii. The speaker was embarrassed because she………. 

a. made a false promise 

b. kept her promise 

c. made forget what she said 

d. changed her statement 

iii. “ I have nothing else to do.” Who is the speaker? 

a. Anees Jung 

b. Saheb 

c. Mukesh 

d. Savita 

iv. “I say glibly, realizing immediately how hollow the advice must sound.” Pick the option in  

             which the meaning of „glibly‟ is NOT the same as it is in the passage. 

 

a. We talk glibly of equality of opportunity. 

b. When natural philosophers referred to laws of nature, they were not glibly choosing 

             that metaphor. 

c. Both a and b. 

d. None of the above 

(B) 

On each trip across the pool a bit of the panic seized me. Each time the instructor relaxed his hold on 

the rope and I went under, some of the old terror returned and my legs froze. It was three months 

before the tension began to slack. Then he taught me to put my face under water and exhale, and to 

raise my nose and inhale. I repeated the exercise hundreds of times. Bit by bit I shed part of the panic 

that seized me when my head went under water. 

i. These lines reflect narrator‟s _________ 

a. perseverance 

b. apathy 

c. indifference 

d. idleness 
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ii. The instructor finally succeeded in relieving the narrator of his _____________ 

a. idleness 

b. indetermination 

c. tension 

d. indolence 

 

 iii. The narrator was working hard as swimming is a good exercise. 

a. True 

b. False 

c. May be 

d. Can‟t say 

iv. From the passage, give a word or a phrase which has the same or nearly same meaning as 

„controlled‟ 

a. froze 

b. seized 

c. returned 

d. slack 

(C) “But Daddy, then he said about the other little animals run away!” 

“All right. He said, „But Mommy, all the other little animals run away,‟ and she said, „I don‟t care. 

You smelled the way a little skunk should have and I‟m going to take you right back to that wizard,‟ 

and she took an umbrella and went back with Roger Skunk and hit that wizard right over the head.” 

i. “But Daddy, then he said about the other little animals run away.” Who said these words? 

a. Jack 

b. Jo 

c. Skunk 

d. Owl 

ii. Skunk is facing crisis of ______________. 

a. social acceptance 

b. identity 

c. finances 

d. orientation 

iii. In the above lines, the mother took Roger Skunk back to the wizard because she wanted 
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a. to hit the wizard for changing his smell to roses. 

b. to hit the wizard for changing his smell to bad smell. 

c. the wizard to change the smell back to lily. 

d. the wizard to change the smell back to roses. 

 

iv. Mother hit the wizard with ____________ right over the ___________. 

a. stick, back 

b. umbrella, back 

c. stick, head 

d. umbrella, head 

4.  Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the  

            questions that follow.        (1X4=4) 

 

(A)                                           Far far from gusty waves these children's faces. 

Like rootless weeds, the hair torn round their pallor: 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head. The paper 

seeming boy, with rat's eyes. The stunted, unlucky heir 

Of twisted bones, reciting a father's gnarled disease, 

His lesson, from his desk. At back of the dim class 

one unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream 

Of squirrel's game, in tree room, other than this. 

i. These lines are talking about 

a. students of a school in slum 

b. children in a poor household 

c. students of a school in town 

d. children in a rich household 

ii. Find the example of simile from the extract 

a. the paper seeming boy, with rat‟s eyes 

b. children‟s faces like rootless weeds 

c. his eyes live in a dream 

d. reciting a father‟s gnarled diseases 
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iii. “The stunted, unlucky heir of twisted bones” means he……… 

a. was short and bony 

b. inherited disability 

c. inherited money 

d. was muscular and strong 

iv. The poetic device in “far far from” is 

a. Resonance 

b. Metaphor 

c. Personification 

d. Repetition 

Or 

(B)                                               A thing of beauty is a joy forever  

Its loveliness increases, it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but will keep 

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 

i. A beautiful thing does not “pass into nothingness” because_______ 

a. with the passage of time, beauty increases 

b. beauty is eternal and lives forever 

c. both a and b 

d. only a 

ii. “a quiet bower for us” means a______ 

a. shady thicket to stay alert 

b. dark grove to work hard 

c. peaceful place to sleep 

d. dubious plantation to sing song 

iii. „Quiet breathing‟ signify the sense of…………. 

a. being near to death 

b. breathlessness 

c. sadness 

d. peace and serenity 

iv. The poem ______ is written by ______ and the rhyme scheme of the quoted lines is_____ 
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a. A Thing of Beauty by John Keats, aa,bb,c 

b. A Thing of Beauty by William Wordsworth, aa,bb,c 

c. Beauty is Joy Forever by John Keats, ab,ab,c 

d. Beauty is Joy Forever by Lord Byron, aa,bb,c 

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below.      (1X8=8) 

i. Franz thinks: “will they make them sing in German even pigeons?” What could this mean? 

a. German would use brutal force and manhandle everything 

b. Harsh and stringent orders will be passed 

c. The Germans would rob France of its native tongue. 

d. When people are deprived of their essence even the surroundings are affected. 

 ii. “Trees Sprinting” is a poetic device. It is _______________ 

a. Repetition 

b. Assonance 

c. Metaphor 

d. Personification 

iii. The outcome of Gandhiji‟s the meeting with the official enquiry commission was that: 

a. the commission rejected Gandhiji‟s proposal 

b. a compensation of 25% was set 

c. a compensation of 50% was set 

d. the commission accepted the proposal of landlords 

iv. According to Neruda, a huge silence does good to us. With reference to the poem „Keeping 

            Quiet‟ which one of the following is true? 

a. Silence leads to retrospection 

b. Silence means total inactivity 

c. Death is the ultimate silence 

d. Silence leads to sleep 

v. It is clear that the speaker looks at Aunt Jennifer‟s tigers with………… 

a. empathy 

b. wonder 

c. sympathy 

d. gratitude 

vi. Mr. Lamb in the end dies after falling from the……. 

a. root 

b. branch of a tree 

c. ladder 
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d. table 

vii. How did Charley make sure that he had actually travelled to the past? 

a. By going to a party organized by a famous personality 

b. By going to a bus stand and read the bus number 

c. By walking over a newsboy and glancing at „the World‟ 

d. By watching television in a nearby shop. 

viii. Dr Sadao was not sent abroad along with the troops because__________ 

a. Sadao was inefficient 

b. Sadao did not get visa to go abroad 

c. the ailing General trusted only Sadao 

d. the ailing General distrusted Sadao 

ix. The Governor received an important call while the exam was going on. The call was from: 

a. Evans‟ mother 

b. the magistrate court 

c. the general court 

d. Evans‟ friend 

x. The peddler accepted Edla‟s invitation because of her _______________ 

a. compassionate and merciless attitude 

b. stern and friendly nature 

c. compassionate and friendly nature  

d.  vicious and callous attitude 

PART B 

6. Principal, Sunrise Global School, Delhi requires a receptionist for her school. Draft a suitable 

advertisement in about 50 words to be published in the classified columns of a national newspaper 

giving all the necessary details of qualifications and experience required in the receptionist. (3 Marks) 

OR 

You are Rubina / Rehman, head girl/boy of your school. It has been decided to organise a workshop, 

on „how to deal with stress during board exams‟ for the students of class X & XII and their parents. 

This workshop would be conducted by the school counselor. Write a notice in about 50 words, 

informing the participants about the workshop.      (3 Marks) 

7. The literary club of RPVV Lajpat Nagar is organising a literary festival „Thinking Out of the 

Box‟. You are the famous writer Ruskin Bond and you have been invited to be the guest of honour at 

the function. Write the reply accepting the invitation in not more than 50 words.   (3 Marks) 

OR 

The principal of your school is retiring this month. The students and the teachers want to give him a 

farewell party. Draft a formal invitation for the same in not more than 50 words.   (3 Marks) 
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8. You are Amit/Amita. You are pained by the deteriorating air quality in Delhi. Write a letter to 

the Editor of „The Indian Express‟ on the topic „Grow More Trees to Reduce Pollution‟. You may use 

the cues given below along with your own ideas.       (5 Marks) 

• Increase of pollution 

• Cutting down of trees 

• Increase of respiratory diseases because of the lack of oxygen 

• Benefits of trees 

• Human‟s dependency on trees for survival 

OR 

You came across an advertisement in „The Times of India‟ regarding the post of a graphic designer. 

Draft an application in about 120-150 words for the post of the same in response to the advertisement 

giving your resume. You are Drishta/ Drishti of 34, Jung Pura, Delhi.    (5 Marks) 

XYZ Media 

Graphic Designer Required 

Needed young and dynamic graphic designer to create engaging and on-brand graphics for a variety 

of media at XYZ Media. Candidates should possess a creative flair and the ability to convert 

requirements into design along with an outgoing personality and good communication skills. Apply 

within seven days of the advertisement to the HR Manager. 

 

9. The increasing stress and today‟s lifestyle has affected the people a lot. They are becoming the 

victim of many ailments and diseases and the only way to curb it, is to stay healthy. Write an article 

on the topic „Health and Fitness‟ in 120-150 words. You are Nandan / Nandini. You may use the cues 

given below along with your own ideas.        (5 Marks) 

• Healthy mind resides only in a healthy body 

• Avoid junk food 

• Regular exercise, proper sleep 

• Prime Minister‟s initiative of International Yoga Day 

• Eat healthy and stay fit 

OR 

Cultural Society of your school, Daisy Dales Public School, East of Kailash organised an adult 

literacy camp in the neighbourhood. Write a report in 120-150 words on the camp for your school 

letter. You are Rajan/ Rajni, Secretary. You may use the cues given below along with your own ideas.  

            (5 Marks) 

• Date of the camp 

• Location of the camp 

• Number of volunteers 
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• Atmosphere of the camp 

• Amenities provided to the participants 

LITERATURE             (24 marks) 

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2x5=10) 

i. What changes did the little Franz undergo after M. Hamel‟s announcement? 

ii. What was the sentiment expressed by the tramp in the letter that he left for Edla?  

             Why did he sign himself as Captain von Stahle? 

iii. Why was Gandhiji‟s trial delayed? 

iv. What was Kamla Das‟ fear as a child? Why does it surface when she was going to the 

             airport? 

v. How does our state of mind change if we maintain silence and suspend activity for a 

while? 

vi. „The tigers represent Aunt Jennifer‟s spirit and her hands represent her reality.‟ How? 

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2x2=4) 

i.  Which article in Mc Leery‟s suitcase played perhaps the most significant role in  

            Evans‟ escape and how? 

ii.  How does the narrator describe Galesburg, Illinois? 

iii. What was the dilemma faced by Dr. Sadao and Hana after encountering the injured  

              American soldier? 

12. Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions in 120-150 words   (1x5=5) 

a.  Our language is a part of our culture and we are proud of it. Describe how regretful M. Hamel 

            and the village elders are for having neglected their native language. 

Or 

b.  Self – reliance, Indian Independence and help to sharecroppers were all bound together.    

            Elucidate with reference to the lesson “Indigo”. 

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1x5=5) 

Both Derry and Mr. Lamb suffer from handicaps, yet their attitude to life is totally different. 

Discuss. 

Or 

Do you think third level was a medium of escape for Charley? Why? 
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PRACTICE PAPER 

MARKING SCHEME (2021-22) 

CLASS XII ENGLISH CORE 

SET-1 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs.       Maximum Marks: 80  

Section A (40 marks) 

READING (20 marks) 

Attempt 10 of 11 (1x 10 marks) 

1. Discursive passage [Competencies- comprehension, interpretation, inference, vocabulary] 

I. A - humanitarian 

II. C – both a and b 

III. A – evacuate the young patient 

IV. B-ii, iii, i 

V. B - congregational 

 VI.  A- Abortion and Divorce 

VII. C-communist countries 

VIII. D- for opening a missionary charity 

IX. A- to help the radiation victims 

X. D- serve the poorest of poor 

XI.  B- sisters of congregation 

2. Attempt 10 of 11  (1x 10 marks) 

Case based factual passage. [Competencies- comprehension, interpretation, inference] 

1. d) Magnanimity 

2. d) spoken English 

3. b) four 

4. d) no separation between curriculum and assessment 

5. b)  developing life skills 

6. d) seminars and workshops for teachers 
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7. d) mother tongue is to be the medium of instruction only upto stnd V. 

8. c) NEP recognizes the importance of teachers 

9. d) teaching 

10. c) Equity 

11. a) active pedagogy Rote learning 

 LITERATURE       (4+4=8 marks) 

3. Attempt any two of three (1x 4 marks) [Competencies- comprehension and appreciation] 

(A) 

i. A. casual 

ii. A. she made a false promise 

iii. B. Saheb 

iv. C. both a and b 

(B) 

i. A. perseverance 

ii. C. tension 

iii. B. false 

iv. B. seized 

(C) 

i. B. jo 

ii. A. social acceptance 

iii. A. to hit the wizard for changing his smell to roses. 

iv. D. umbrella, head 

 4. Attempt one of the two         (1x 4 marks)  

[Competencies – comprehension, analysis, inference] 

(A) 

i. A. students of a school slum 

ii. B. Children’s faces like rootless weeds 

iii. B. he inherited disability 

iv. D. repetition 
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(B) 

i. C. both a and b 

ii. C. a peaceful place to sleep 

iii. D. sense pf peace and serenity 

iv. A. A thing of beauty is joy forever by john keats, aabbc 

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT of ten.     (1x 8 marks) 

 [Competencies – comprehension, analysis, inference, interpretation] 

i. D. when people are deprived of their essence even the surroundings are affected 

ii. D. personification 

iii. B. a compensation of 25% was set 

iv. A. silence lead to retrospection 

v. C. sympathy 

vi. C.  he dies after falling from the ladder 

vii. C. by walking over a newsboy and glancing at ‘the World’ 

viii. C. the ailing General trusted only Sadao 

ix. B.  the magistrate court 

x. C. compassionate and friendly nature 

  

Section B (40 marks) 

WRITING (16 marks) 

   

Allotment of marks Value point suggestion 

6.  

3 Marks: Format: 1 / 

Content: 1 / Expression: 1) 

 

(A) Advertisement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertisement 

• Situation Vacant 

• Specification about the work of the Receptionist 

• Accept any relevant quali-ties/characteristics or experience re-

quired 

• Remuneration and benefits/ incentives 

• Mode of applying 

• Contact details 

OR 

Notice 

 

• For whom?- students of classes X& XII and their parents 
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       (B) Notice 

 

 

(format: Name of issuing 

organisa-tion, the word 

NOTICE in capitals, date, 

Title/heading + sign & 

name of issuing 

authority/person with 

designation) 

 

 

• What? – how to deal with stress during Board exams’ workshop 

to be conducted by the school counsellor. 

• when – date, month, 20XX (accept all formats of writing date) 

• where .................... (any plausible ven-ue) 

• benefits of the workshop- Equip us in dealing with stress better. 

Would create more understanding between parents &children (accept 

relevant inclusions) 

• Request to attend the same 

Any other relevant detail/point shall be accepted. 

* No marks to be deducted for exceeding word limit 

 

7. 

 

3 Marks: Format: 1 / 

Content: 1 / 

 

Expression: 1 

 

(A) formal reply of 

invitation 

 

 

 

 

 (B) Invitation 

 

Formal reply as the writer Ruskin Bond 

 

(letter type) 

 

• Expression of gratitude for the invite (Could include an 

appreciation of the initiative) 

 

• Acceptance of the invite 

 

• Confirmation about relevant details such as time, date etc. 

OR 

formal invite to staff (Card Type) 

 

• Name of the host 

 

• Standard expression 

 

• Purpose of the invitation 

 

• Day, date and time of the event 

 

• Name of the place, location with complete address 

 

• RSVP (Respond if it pleases you) 

 

• Telephone or mobile number 

 

8. 

 

(5 Marks: Format: 1 / 

Content: 2 / 

 

Expression: 2) 

 

(A) Letter writing (to 

editor) Format: 

Letter writing (refer to the visual cue) 

 

• A reference to the reason for writing --- how Growing More 

Trees can Reduce Pollution. 

• State reasons - concern that pollution is growing day by day 

• Cutting down of trees 

• Increase of respiratory diseases because of the lack of oxygen 

• (any other) 

Suggestions - •  Benefits of trees 
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1. sender’s address 

2. date 

3. receiver’s address 

4. subject 

5. Salutation 

(4 & 5 are interchangeable) 

6. complimentary 

close 

 

(B) Letter writing 

(application) 

 

(the format would also 

include ‘enclosure/s’) 

 

• Human’s dependency on trees for survival 

• (any other) 

Accept any other relevant point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OR 

 

• Cover letter-  

* 

qualities that make the candidate 

 

suitable for the job—e.g. sincerity, creativity (any other relevant) 

* Bio-data- (refer to the visual cue) 

 

*Qualifications and experience that match the job profile- 

 

*References 

 

9. 

 

5 Marks: Format: 1 / 

Content: 2 / Expression: 2 [ 

1coherence and cohesion + 

1 accuracy]) 

 

(A) Article 

 

Format of the Article 

 

- Heading 

 

- By line (name, 

class) 

(may be listed at the end 

too) 

- Body (split into 

paragraphs) 

 

Article Writing – health and Fitness 

 

 

• Healthy mind resides only in a healthy body 

• Avoid junk food 

• Regular exercise, proper sleep 

• Prime Minister’s initiative of International Yoga Day 

• Eat healthy and stay fit 

 

(B) Report writing 

Format of a report 

 

- Title 

 

- Reporter’s name/ as 

a cor-respondent 

OR 

Report 

Paragraph 1-expansion of the headline 

Paragraph 2- description/ details (chronologically)like Date of the camp 

• Location of the camp 

• Number of volunteers 

[ use of transition words expected] 
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- Content (split into 

para-graphs) 

 

Paragraph 3- eye witness account/s, 

Atmosphere of the camp 

concluding observation. 

 (make use of past tense; use of first person avoidable) 

 

 

LITERATURE (24 marks) 

10. Attempt any five of six     (5x2 marks = 10 marks) 

 (2marks- 1 for content+1 for expression) [Competencies- inference and critical thinking] 

i. - moment of world peace/ universal brotherhood 

- love forged through introspection in silence 

ii. - Use of the metaphor of rattrap to highlight story of a character getting trapped 

in his avarice 

iii. - Realization that she has not given enough care to her aging mother 

- Fear of permanent separation from her mother 

 

iv. - As a sign of repentance for not attending school often 

- To pay their tribute to the teacher 

- As a mark of respect for the country which was no longer theirs (accept any 

two) 

v. - No progress or development despite years of mind-numbing toil 

- poverty, illiteracy, dissatisfaction prevails 

- all labourers victims of middle men and touts (accept any two) 

vi.                 -   She is burdened by the weight of her marriage/ gender codes she has to follow as a 

woman, that even holding wool firmly is a task 

- Highlights the oppressed state of women 

 

11. Attempt any two of three       (2x2 marks = 4 marks) 

(2marks- 1 for content+1 for expression [Competencies- inference and critical thinking] 

i.  

Analysis 

 

(accept all relevant answers supported by rationale) 

- Sam had not believed Charley when he had mentioned the third level at the 

Grand Central. 

- Sam had liked the description of 1894 life and living. 

- Sam must have gone in search of the third level and found it 

 

ii.  

Analysis 

 

 

- Was planning his escape 

- The police officer and police van driver were his accomplices 

- Could not risk discovery- had to keep up the façade that the authorities had 

the upper hand. 

 

iii. 

Evaluation 

 

 

- As a doctor- adhere to sense of duty 

- As a human being- a sense of humaneness 

- Acceptance of the general’s plan – in accord with loyalty to his country which 

was at war with Tom’s country. 
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12. Attempt one of two from Flamingo  

(5 marks- 3 for content + 2 for expression) [Competencies- global comprehension and 

extrapolation beyond the text] 

(A) - Douglas’ struggle – determination to face fear—overcome it 

- Accept any relevant examples from the text as a link to life’s challenges/ 

setbacks/ obstacles 

- symbolism- deep water not just restricted to water but is a metaphor for human 

fears/phobias/anxieties 

- significance- the struggle and journey of overcoming one’s fears. 

(important to develop a connection between Douglas’ journey / de-termination to face 

fear with life’s challenges) 

 

OR 

 

(B) -The rattrap seller undergoes change in his personality as he experiences the shift from 

isolation to community. 

- Rattrap seller is devoid of family and friends, he is depicted as a loner 

- Instances that depict his engagement with community- hospitality of the old 

man, the Christmas episode 

- His experience of friendship leading to a change in his persona. 

- Any other relevant point. 

 

 

13. Attempt one of two from Vistas (5 marks- 3 for content + 2 for expression) 

[Competencies- global comprehension and extrapolation beyond the text] 

  

(A) Relationship--- Friendship?  

▪ Mr. Lamb’s positivity, attitude towards life, optimism, maturity, explaining with 

examples, persistence towards Derek---accepting of Derek will all his imperfections 

calls him a friend ---said there were friends everywhere—explains saying they aren’t 

enemies 

▪ Derek gradually opens up---finds his company appealing --Derek argues---his 

condition has made him bitter-people’s behaviour and treatment ---believes if he 

becomes Mr. Lamb’s friend, others might stop considering him their friend----his words 

have an impact---he overcomes issues holding him back  

(NOTE--Conclusion important) ---Even though Derek did not affirm out loud, the fact 

that Mr. Lamb’s words inspired trust enough to help him open up ---- also got back to 

Mr. Lamb’s garden—overcame his own challenges---recognised Mr. Lamb’s impact ---- 

Was a bond they shared—can call it friendship.  

 Accept any other relevant point. 

OR 

(B) -   The title encapsulates the thematic question addressed in the story.  

-   It’s open to debate and the writer chose to keep it unresolved; added a question mark. 

-   While Jo would want the wizard to hit mommy, Jack didn’t. --shows the contrast 
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between the two of them.  

-   Jo- independent and thoughtful --- unconvinced that mothers are always right -- 

empathizing with the sorry situation of Roger --wanted the Wizard to hit mommy  

-   Jack- unwilling to change -- reminded of his own mother-supports the mother’s stand 

against the system that fits individuals into the conventions of body/colour etc.  

-   Title depicts the larger question --- two ideologies  

 ▪ one that supports conventions  

 ▪ other that supports individuality.  

  

Accept any other relevant point/s. 
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ENGLISH CORE  

PRACTICE PAPER (2021-22) 

CLASS-XII SET-2 

 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs.                                                        Maximum Marks: 80 
 

General Instructions: 

1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read 

             these instructions very carefully and follow them. 

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

 

Part A (40 Marks) 
  READING   (20 marks) 

 1. Read the passage given below.       (1x10 = 10) 

1. The children probably don't know, or they don't care, the hugely popular WWF wrestling matches 

are actually all staged acts. The Hulks, the Undertaker or whatever else they are called-never really 

punch or kick as hard as they might appear doing on the show. It's all a show, a thrilling show. 

 

2. So, you can't really blame children for getting hooked. But does that necessarily mean the show is 

entirely responsible for beating 12-year-old Subin Kumar got from his WWF inspired friends? Can 

viewing or watching violence on TV actually promote aggressive behaviour in children? 

 

3. Media experts and social scientists have reached the conclusion, that media violence is responsible 

for aggressive behaviour in children. Research has found that the more violence children watch on 

television, the more likely they may act in aggressive ways towards others. Also, they become less 

sensitive to others pain and are less likely to help a victim of violence. 

 

4. A study of violence on Indian television and its impact on children commissioned by 

UNESCO accused the idiot box of "bombarding young minds with all kinds of violent images, 

cutting across channels, programmes and viewing times. But incidents go to prove that children who 

watch violent episodes show increased likelihood of behaving aggressively. 

 

5. There's no doubt that media is a powerful teacher and contributes greatly to the way we act and 

behave. The effects are immediate and in others there is a "sleeper effect". 

 

6. Experts say it's incorrect to blame the media squarely. How would you explain the aggressive 

behaviour of a child who has never been exposed to television or any other media? So, while there is 

mounting evidence to link media violence and actual violence, most of it 

  

does not prove a direct cause-and-effect relationship. "We also have to take into account individual 

differences and vulnerabilities as human behaviour is result of many factors," points out Dr. 

Vasantha R. Patri, a counsellor, adding, "violence viewing is only one of the myriad influences a 

growing child." 

 

7. Patri says there exists a population of risk individuals whose anger, aggression and antisocial 

tendencies are already quite high for whatever reason. Other factors like individual predisposition of 

the child, parental attitudes and reaction to aggression are probably equally important. In fact, she 

says that in most cases media is only the fourth most important influence in child's life-with parents, 

teachers and peers being the first three. She also points out that the growing "here-and-now" culture 

in which kids are getting used to immediate gratification is leading to an intolerant society on the 

whole. "Children are not taught how to handle failure and conflict," she says. "As a result, they 

resort to aggression." 
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8. But media critics insist that the content of media needs to be monitored and care be taken to 

reduce violence if not remove it. "The problem is not with the media, but the lack of media 

education," points out Patri. "No one teaches the children how to assess the reality status of TV 

programmes." Good parenting, she says, is perhaps the greatest defense against the negative effects 

of violent images on TV. - Shweta Rajpal 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the 

eleven given below.           (1x10= 10) 

 

i. Violent behaviour is the outcome of……………. 

 

a. lack of media awareness 

b. lack of sensitivity 

c. increase in population 

d. imperfection 

ii. Children fail to understand that the stunts shown on the screen are………………. 

 

a. real 

b. fake 

c. manipulated 

d. dramatised 

 iii. The greatest defence against negativity propagated by media is………………. 

 

a. media education 

b. good parenting 

c. quality education 

d. good neighbours 

iv. Parents consider TV a ………………. 

 

a. babysitter 

b. problem 

c. boon 

d. a substitute grandparent 

v. Aggressive behaviour in children can be best handled by……… 

a. teachers 

b. parents 

c. both teachers and parents 

d. children themselves 

vi. Media contributes as a powerful teacher as: 

 

a. watching violence- promotes aggression 

b. watching characters – builds acting skills 
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c. watching TV – provides gratification 

d. watching TV – helps victims of violence 

vii. Children become impatient as they …………… 

 

a. start using violence 

b. desire immediate gratification 

c. desire to be more violent 

d. stop being sensitive 

viii. Factors other than violence causing aggressiveness in child are……………. 

 

a. individual predisposition and watching TV 

b. parental attitude and watching TV 

c. individual predisposition and parental attitude 

d. individual predisposition and lack of knowledge 

 ix. ―Sleeper Effect‖ here means where………….. 

 

a. the effect is slow 

b. there is no impact 

c. the effect is discontinued 

d. the results show up much later. 

x. Find words in the passage similar in meaning as ‗Exciting‖ 

 

a. surprising 

b. stirring 

c. thrilling 

d. shocking 

xi. Find words in the passage similar in meaning as ‗An extremely large number of something‖ 

 

a. myriad 

b. diverse 

c. fulfilment 

d. gratification 

 

Q. 2.A Read the passage given below 

 

1. Hand sanitizers are everywhere. They are cheap, effective disinfectants, and many are easy to 

carry around. But lately, these products have been scrutinized for the potential harm they can have 

on children. ―Many caregivers are unaware of the very high alcohol content present in alcohol-based 

hand sanitizers, which can contain up to 60% to 95% alcohol,‖ said Cynthia Santos, MD, from 

CDC‘s National Centre for Environmental Health. ―Young children may inadvertently consume 

these hand sanitizers because of their appealing scents, like apple, vanilla, and citrus.‖ 
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No. of cases reported to NDPS about exposure to alcohol and non-alcohol hand sanitizer in 

children ≤12 years old in 2011-14. 

  

 

TABLE 2 

 

Year Alcohol Non-alcohol Total 

Total 65,293 (92.4%) 5376 (7.6%) 70,669 

2011 15,971 (92.5%) 1286 (7.5%) 17,257 

2012 16,571 (92.4%) 1355 (7.6%) 17,926 

2013 16,423 (92.5%) 1338 (7.5%) 17,761 

2014 16,328 (92.1%) 1397 (7.9%) 17,725 

 

2. In a new report from CDC researchers analysed data reported to the National Poison Data System 

(NPDS) from 2011–14 on exposures to alcohol and non-alcohol-based hand sanitizers in children 

who were 12 years old or younger. A total of 70,669 hand sanitizer exposures in this age group were 

reported to NPDS, including 65,293 (92.4%) alcohol-based exposures and 5,376 (7.6%) non-

alcohol-based exposures. 

 

3. Adverse health effects were more likely to be reported for alcohol-based hand sanitizer exposures, 

and they tended to be worse than those for non-alcohol based hand sanitizer exposures. ―Younger 

kids are more susceptible to adverse effects [from these products] because there is not as much 

glycogen in their liver,‖ said Greene Shepherd, clinical professor at the University Of North Carolina 

Eshelman School Of Pharmacy. 

 

4. The most common type of adverse health effects for both alcohol- and non-alcohol-based hand 

sanitizers were ocular irritation, vomiting, conjunctivitis, oral irritation, cough, and abdominal pain. 

Rare effects included coma, seizure, hypoglycaemia, metabolic acidosis, and respiratory depression. 

 

5. The researchers stratified the NPDS data into two age groups: 0 to 5 years and 6 to 12 years. They 

looked only at exposures to ethanol-based sanitizers, isopropanol-based sanitizers, and non-alcohol 

based sanitizers—no NPDS reported calls about co-exposures to other agents were included in the 

analysis. Most exposures—91%— occurred in children aged 5 years or younger. Children aged 6 to  

12 years had more intentional exposures, a finding the report authors said could indicate that these 

products are being abused among older children. Shepherd said that abuse of alcohol-based hand 

sanitizers can be equivalent to consuming roughly 120-proof liquor. 

 

6. Patients, parents, and caregivers should be informed about the potential dangers associated with 

alcohol based hand sanitizers. The report stated that alcohol-based hand sanitizers should be used 

under adult supervision with proper child safety precautions and stored out of reach of young 

children to reduce unintended, adverse consequences. Washing hands with soap and water when 

available, is currently the recommended method of hand hygiene in non-health-care settings. If soap 

and water are not available, use of a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol is 

recommended, or a non-alcohol-based hand sanitizer or wipe can be used. 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the 

eleven that follow:          (1x10 =10) 

 

 

i. According to the passage, National Poison Data System (NPDS) report on children under the 

age of 12 highlights the……… 

 

a. need for using non alcoholic sanitizer more frequently. 

b. need for using alcoholic hand sanitizers more frequently. 
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c. effective treatment for confusion, vomiting and drowsiness. 

d. severity of even a little exposure of alcoholic hand sanitizer. 

 

 

ii. Ethanol, isopropyl alcohol and hydrogen peroxide are all …… of alcohol-based hand sanitizers. 

 

a. end products 

b. ingredients 

c. by-products 

d. types 

iii. Pick the option that lists statements that are NOT TRUE according to the passage. 

 

1. Alcohol based hand sanitizer exposure is potentially more harmful than non-alcohol based hand 

sanitizer. 

2. None of the alcohol based hand sanitizer and non-alcohol based hand sanitizer cause minor to 

major adverse health effects. 

3. Non-alcohol based hand sanitizer exposure is potentially more harmful than alcohol based hand 

sanitizer. 

4. Both alcohol based hand sanitizer and non-alcohol based hand sanitizer can cause minor to major 

adverse health effects. 

  

a. 1 & 2 

b. 3 & 4 

c. 2 & 3 

d. 1 & 4 

 

iv. The word ‗scrutinized‘, as used in paragraph 1, means the same as  

 

a. scout 

b. search  

c. inspect  

d. explore 

 

v. According to the diagram which of the following is common to both types of hand sanitizers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(a) ethanol 
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(b) glycerin 

(c) hydrogen peroxide 

(d) iodine 

 

vi. Arrange the most recommended method of hand hygiene from the least favourite to the most  

            favourite, from the following – 

 

1. Use of non-alcohol-based hand sanitizer or wipe can be used. 

2. Use of hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol 

3. Washing hands with soap and water 

4. Washing with plain water 

a. 1,3,4,2 

b. 3,2,1,4 

 c.  2, 4, 3, 1 

d.  4, 1, 2, 3 

 

vii.  Based on the table in the passage, choose the option that correctly states percentage of total  

            cases reported to NDPS about exposure to alcohol and non-alcohol hand sanitizer in children  

             ≤12 years old in 2011-14 . 

 

 
 

a. Image 1 

b. Image 2 

c. Image 3 

d. Image 4 

 

viii. According to passage , below statement is not one of the reasons for popular use hand  

            sanitizer as disinfectant. 

 

a.  Hand sanitizers are effective disinfectant. 

b.  Hand sanitizers are easy to use in absence of availability of water and soap.  

c.  Hand sanitizers are better than washing with soap and water. 

d.  Hand sanitizers are economical disinfectant. 

ix. Young children unknowingly consume hand sanitizers because they are attracted by its 
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a. taste 

b. colour 

c. fragrance 

d. packaging 

 x. Findings in NDPS report suggest that ‗Children aged 6 to 12 years had more intentional 

exposures‘ which indicated _______ consumption. 

 

a. doubtful 

b. deliberately  

c. accidently  

d. inadvertently 

 

xi. CDC recommends use of alcohol based hand sanitizers contain ______ alcohol 

 

a. more than 60% 

b. less than 60% 

c. at least 60% 

d. exactly 60% 

 

LITERATURE    (20 marks) 

 

Q.3. Read the extract given below and answer any two of the questions that follow: 

 

(A) 

 

Then, as I hurried by as fast as I could go, the blacksmith, Wachter, who was there, with his 

apprentice, reading the bulletin, called after me, ―Don‘t go so fast, bub; you‘ll get to your school in 

plenty of time!‖ I thought he was making fun of me, and reached M. Hamel‘s little garden all out of 

breath. 

 

i. The phrase ‗called after me‘ here refers to: 

 

a. tease someone. 

b. shout at 

c. Summon or request something 

d. To cause embarrassment 

 

ii. Who was called ‗bub‘ here? 

 

a. Franz 

b. M. Hamel 

c. Villagers 

d. Postmaster 
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iii. What has M. Hamel‘s little garden been referred to in the extract? 

 

a. His country 

b. His home 

c. His garden 

d. His school 

iv. Which word in the passage means same as ‗sufficient‘? 

 

a. breath 

b. plenty 

c. fast 

d. hurried 

 

(B) 

 

Little has moved with time, it seems, in Firozabad. Years of mind-numbing toil have killed all 

initiatives and the ability to dream. 

 

―Why not organise yourself into a cooperative?‖ I asked a group of young men who have fallen into 

the vicious circle of middlemen who trapped their fathers and forefathers. 

 

i. Why does the narrator ask the young men to organise them into a co-operative? 

 

a. to face the police bravely. 

b. to shut bangle making industry. 

c. to derive some indirect benefits. 

d. to help them come out of vicious circle of middleman. 

 

ii. Which of the following words cannot replace the word, ‗vicious‘? 

 

a. ruthless 

b. remorseless 

c. malevolent 

d. Benevolent 

 

iii.  Since when the so called ‗young men‘ had been exploited? 

 

a. since their childhood 

b. when they grow up 

c. since the time of their father 

d. since the time of their ancestors. 

 

iv.  Years of mind numbing toil has killed their……………….. 
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a. bangle making ability 

b. ability to dream and initiate for a change 

c. zeal to work 

d. craftsmanship 

 

 

(C) 

Sometimes I think Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new corridors and 

staircases like roots. There‘s probably a long tunnel that nobody knows about feeling its way 

under the city right now, on its way to Times Square, and maybe another to Central Park. And 

maybe.......... because for so many people through the years Grand Central has been an exit, a 

way of escape ............ maybe that‘s how the tunnel I got into... But I never told my psychiatrist 

friend about that idea. 

 

i. Narrator says that Grand Central was growing like a tree because……………… 

 

a. it had a lot of trees in it 

b. he stumbles upon new corridors and staircases 

c. it had lots of tree around it. 

d. it had a continuously been under construction 

 

ii. Identify the figure of speech used in the sentence ‗pushing out new corridors and staircases  

like roots‘. 

 

a.  metaphor 

b. simile 

c. imagery 

d. Personification 

  

iii. Why did anybody not know about the long tunnel? 

 

a. it is a secret tunnel under the city 

b. it is kept hidden from public 

c. it is a kind of magical tunnel 

d. because it was not meant for general public 

 

iv. What were the speaker‘s feelings when he described the Grand Central? 

 

a. he was shocked 

b. he got upset 

c. he got anxious 

d. he was fascinated 
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4. .  Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering 

the questions that follow.       (1 x 4 =4) 

 

(A) 

 

All lovely tales that we have heard or read: An endless fountain of immortal drink, Pouring unto us 

from the heaven‘s brink. 

 

i. Which lovely tales does poet mention here? 

 

a. the mythological stories 

b. glorious stories of ancestors 

c. the stories of bravery 

d. the folk tales 

 

ii . What image does the poet use in these lines? 

 

a. ‗endless fountain of joy‘ 

b. ‗lovely tales‘ 

c. ‗immortal drink‘ 

d. ‗heaven‘s drink‘ 

 

iii.  Which literary device is used by the poet in ―An endless fountain of immortal drink, pouring 

unto us from the heaven‘s brink‖? 

  

a. personification 

b. allegory 

c. imagery 

d. metaphor 

 

iv. From where is this ‗immortal drink‘ pouring? 

 

a. from the river 

b. from the mountains  

c.  from the angel‘s palms 

d. from nature‘s endless fountain 

 

(B) 

 

Far far from gusty waves these children‘s faces. 

Like rootless weeds, the hair torn around their pallor 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head. 

The paper-seeming boy, with rat‘s eyes. 

 

i.  With what the children are compared to? 
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a. paper 

b. rat‘s eyes 

c. rootless weed 

d. gusty waves 

 

ii. What has possibly weighed down the tall girl‘s head 

 

a. Her too good height 

b. Her embarrassment 

c. Burden of her misfortune 

d. Her shyness 

 

iii.  Which literary device is used in the first line? 

 

a. imagery 

b. alliteration 

c. symbol 

d. synecdoche 

  

iv. What do you understand by expression ‗rootless weeds‘? 

 

a. living in poverty  

b.  homeless 

c. Orphans 

d. unwanted 

 

5.  Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below.   (1x8=8) 

 

i. According to M. Hamel ‗French‘ is the most beautiful language in the world because 

 

a. it is the easiest to learn 

b. it is the most pleasing to hear 

c. it is his mother tongue 

d. it is the clearest and the most logical 

 

ii. In the poem ‗Aunt Jennifer‘s Tigers‘ the tigers are different from Aunt Jennifer in terms of 

 

a. beauty and elegance 

b. courage and strength 

c. cruelty and shrewdness 

d. food habits and movement 
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iii. According to Pablo Neruda there would be ‗Victory with no survivors‘. The phrase implies 

 

a. Huge loss of human life. 

b. Celebration after winning the battle. 

c. Huge loss of property. 

d. No one left alive to celebrate. 

 

iv. Gandhi‘s battle for poor sharecroppers in Champaran imply? 

 

a. The authority of lawyers 

b. The power of effective leadership  

c.  The power of money 

d. The power of unity 

 

v.   What was being taken for granted by the people of Alsace? 

 

a. value of school teachers 

b. education and value of time 

c. power and politics 

d. money 

 

vi. What was the peddler‘s cherished pastime? 

 

a. to think highly of the world. 

b. to think of plans to rob people 

c. to think of people whom he knew caught in the dangerous snare 

d. to think richly of himself 

 

vii. In the poem ‗A Thing of Beauty‘ poet refers to clear rills as ‗cooling covert‘ as they 

 

a. are crystal clear. 

b. absorb negativity. 

c. provide protection from hot weather. 

d. give pure water. 

 

viii. Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE with reference to the poem ‗An Elementary School 

Classroom in a Slum‘ 

 

a. Sensitivity towards the underprivileged 

b. Lack of interest in learning among underprivileged 

c. Educating the underprivileged can bring dynamic changes in their lives. 

d. Social injustice and class inequalities. 
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ix. ―I crossed to oblivion, and the curtain of life fell‖. What does ‗oblivion‘ mean? 

  

a. stupefied 

b. awareness 

c. unconsciousness 

d. death 

 

x. In the poem ‗My Mother at Sixty – Six‘ the poetess was hiding her feelings from her mother so  

that 

 

a. She could catch her flight at the earliest. 

b. She was very secretive about her feelings 

c. She didn‘t wanted her mother to know about her pain and feel sad. 

d. She wanted to keep her mother in dark. 

 

PART B        (40 marks) 
 

WRITING  (16 marks) 

 

 6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.       (1x 3=3) 

  

You have recently converted your house into a paying guest facility suitable for students and young 

working women. Draft a To-Let advertisement for the classified columns of a daily newspaper, 

giving all necessary details. Choose an appropriate classification. You are Mrs. Indira Mahajan, of 

37, Civil lines, Delhi-6. 

OR 

You are Leena/ Arshad, Head girl/Head boy of Global School, New Delhi. Your school is organizing 

Remedial Classes for the students of classes X and XII. Write a notice to be displayed on the notice 

board. 

 

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.       (1x 3) 

 

The Multipurpose Hall for your school is ready. It is to be inaugurated by a high-ranking 

government personality. On behalf of the principal and staff of the school draft an invitation for the 

parents and members of the School Management Committee of the school for the event. Invent all 

necessary details. 

OR 

You are Riya/Raman of 45 -C, Sector-120, Police line, Pune. You have received an invitation for 

your friend Bhavika‘s/Bhuwan‘s daughter‘s wedding. Write an informal reply accepting the 

invitation in about 50 words. 

  

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.       (1X5=5) 

 

Study by the Centre for Science and Environment says ―Traffic crawls on Delhi roads due to 

worsening congestion‖. There is ‗virtually no difference in time taken to travel between peak and 

non-peak hours‘ as arterial roads are choked all day. Write a letter to the editor of The Indian 

Express sharing your experience and views about the problem of traffic congestion and offering 

some suggestions to tackle the same. You are Garima /Gaurav, a resident of RBI Colony, Paschim 

Vihar , New Delhi. 
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OR 

You are Asha/ Anand of C-55 Radha Apartment Preet Vihar. You saw an advertisement in 

newspaper for the post of Tech Head in advanced animation required for Software Solutions Pvt ltd. 

Write ajob application along with your biodata/ curriculum vitae /resume giving necessary details. 

 

9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.       (1x 5) 

 

No Indian city complies with air quality standards prescribed by the World Health Organization. 

This is becoming a serious public health issue with repercussions for the quality of life and the 

economy. The report ‗Apocalypse‘ by the NGO, Greenpeace, assessed air quality in 168 cities across 

24 states and union territories in India and pinpoints fossil fuels as one of the main culprits for the 

deteriorating air quality. As an important stakeholder write an article in 150-200 words for the news 

site Youth Ki Awaaz, expressing your views and suggestions to tackle this growing problem. You 

are Arun/ Arunima of City Montessori School, New Delhi. 

 

OR 

 

Athletic events, colourful and lively drills and honouring students who excelled in sports were some 

of the highlights of your school's Sports Day meet. Adding other interesting and relevant details 

write a report for your school magazine in about 150 words. You are Naveen/Noorie of Greenglades 

Public School, Dehradun 

 

LITERATURE         (24 marks) 

 

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each. (2x5=10) 

 

i. Describe the mood in the classroom during the Last Lesson? 

ii. What do you learn about the qualities of a good leader from the text – Indigo? 

iii. Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler? 

iv. What is the sadness that Pablo Neruda refers to in the poem Keeping Quiet? 

v. How and when did Douglas develop an aversion to water? 

vi. Explain the irony in the name of the young ragpicker ‗Saheb-e Alam‘. 

 

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each.  

(2 x2=4) 

 

i. What part of the story did Jack himself enjoy the most and why? 

ii. What precautions were taken to conduct the exam for Evans? 

iii. Why does Derry go back to Mr. Lamb in the end? 

 

12. Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions in 120-150 words.   (1x5=5) 

 

(A) Elaborate on the basis of the text – Lost Spring The lives of Saheb and Mukesh, while similar 

in some respects are also different. 

OR 

(B) The single mindedness of human beings may be the undoing of man – Comment A Thing of 

Beauty. 

 

13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words (1x5=5) 
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(A) What enables Dr. Sadao to rise above narrow prejudice even as he remains true to his nation? 

OR 

(B) Give your perception of the imposing parents as inferred by you after reading Should Wizard 

hit Mommy? 
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PRACTICE PAPER MARKING SCHEME (2021-22) 

ENGLISH CORE (301) CLASS XII 

SET-2 

Time allowed: 3 Hours         MM: 80 

Section- A (40 marks) 

 

Reading- (20 marks) 

 

1. Attempt 10 of 11 (1x10 marks) 

 

i. a. lack of media awareness 

ii. b. fake 

iii. a. media education 

iv. a. babysitter 

v. c. both teacher and parents 

vi. a. watching violence- promotes aggression 

vii. b. desire immediate gratification 

viii. c. individual predisposition and parental attitude 

ix. d. where the results show up much later. 

x. c. thrilling 

xi. a. myriad 

 

2. Attempt 10 of 11 (1x10 marks) 

 

i. d.  severity of even a little exposure of alcoholic hand sanitizer  

ii.  b  ingredients 

iii.  d.  1 & 4 

iv  c.  inspect 

v.  (b)  glycerin 

vi. d.  4, 1, 2, 3 

vii. a.  Image 1 

viii c.  Hand sanitizers are better than washing with soap and water 

ix. c.  fragrance 

x. b.  deliberate 

xi. c.  at least 60% 

  

LITERATURE         (4+4=8) 

 

3. Attempt any three        (1x4 marks) 

 

(A) 

 

i. c. Summon or request something  

ii. a. Franz 

iii.  d.His school  

iv.  b. plenty 

 

 (B) 

 

i. d.   to help them come out of vicious circle of middleman. 

ii. d. Benevolent 

iii. c. since the time of their ancestors. 

iv. b their ability to dream and initiate for a change 
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(C) 

 

i.  b Because he stumbles upon new corridors and staircases 

ii. c. imagery 

iii. c. it is a kind of magical tunnel 

iv. d. he was fascinated 

 

4. Attempt one of the two(1x4 marks) 

 

(A) 

 

i.  b. glorious stories of ancestors  

ii.  a. endless fountain of joy 

iii.  c. imagery 

iv.  d. from nature’s endless fountain 

 

(B) 

 

i.  d. gusty waves 

 ii. c. Burden of her misfortune 

iii. a. imagery 

iv. d. unwanted 

 

5.  Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below. (1x8=8) 

 

i. d. it is the clearest and the most logical 

ii. b. courage and strength 

iii. d. courage and strength 

iv. d. The power of unity 

v. b. Value of education and time 

vi. c. to think of people whom he knew caught in the dangerous snare 

vii c. provide protection from hot weather 

viii b. Lack of interest in learning among underprivileged. 

ix. c. unconsciousness 

x  c. She didn’t wanted her mother to know about her pain and feel sad. 

 

Part B – 40 marks 
 

NOTE: The objective of the section on Writing Skill is to test a candidate’s writing ability. 

 

Hence, expression assumes as much importance as the content of the answer. 

 

6.  (A) CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT  

Format: The classification of the advertisement: TO LET 1 

Content:       1 

Expression: Grammatical accuracy, spelling, coherence 1 

 

Value Points: Type of accommodation, location, features of the accommodation (at least 3-4), type 

of tenant, (rent expected), Contact 

 

6. (B) NOTICE 

 

Format: Name of institution, Notice, Title, Date, Writer’s name with designation  1 



183 

 

 

Content:          1 

Expression: grammatical accuracy, spelling, vary font – type, size   1 

 

Value Points: Venue of the class, time, subjects to be taught, duration, any other relevant point  

 

7.  (A) FORMAL INVITATION  

Format – Date and address at top left-hand side     1 

Content –          1 

Expression -          1 

Points – The name of person who is inviting 

Time date of event 

Purpose and occasion of invitation 

 

7(B) INVITATION REPLY 

 

Format -  1 

Content –  1 

Expression - 1 

 

Points – Acknowledge the invitation, confirm date and time 

Note: no marks to be awarded if only the format is given. Credit should be given to the candidate’s 

creativity in presentation of ideas. 

Use of both the traditional and the new format is permitted. However, mixing up of the two is NOT 

acceptable. 

 

8. Letter 

 

(A)Format (1. Sender’s address, 2. Date, 3. Receiver’s designation & address, 4. Subject, 

5. Salutation, 6. Closing – Subscription)  1 

Content      2 

Expression:      2 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [1]  

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [1]  

 

Value Points: 

 

Letter to the Editor 

 

- Introduction 

- Describe the problem –Traffic congestion – arterial roads perpetually congested - no 

difference between peak time and non-peak time traffic - increased travel time – emergency vehicles 

caught in congestion – some possible reasons for congestion – fall out of congestion - contributing to 

increasing pollution. 

 - Suggest solutions – people urged to use public transport, discourage use of personal vehicles 

 

OR 

 

8.(B) Value Points: 

 

Has two parts – (a) covering letter (b) Resume/ Bio data 

Start body of the letter giving source of information about the job (newspaper) day, date, 

advertisement number etc. 

Share your interest and competence level. 
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Close the letter giving note that Bio-Data/Resume is enclosed. 

Write 10-12 points in Bio-Data. 

Bio-data/Resume, Curriculum Vitae is integral part of the job application. Bio-data should include: 

 

1. Name 

 

2. Father’s Name 

 

3. Date of Birth/Age 

 

4. Address 

 

5. Hobbies 

 

6. Languages known 

 

7. Nationality 

 

8. Educational Qualifications: 

 

a.   Years, Marks and Subjects of the candidate, Name of University etc. 

 

9. Professional Qualifications 

 

10. Experience 

 

11. Salary Expected 

 

12. References – At least 2 references 

 

9 (A) ARTICLE 

 

Format – Heading and Writer’s name –  1 

 

Content –      2 

 

Expression –      2 

 

(Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [1] Coherence and relevance of ideas and 

style [1] 

Deteriorating Air Quality – A Serious Public Health Issue 

 

Suggested Value Points 

 

Introduction – mention briefly the status of the issue 

Analysis 

- reasons for deteriorating air quality 

- impact of poor air quality – implications for health 

- Why this needs to be addressed on a war footing Conclusion 

- suggestions what can be done 

 

9.(B)REPORT 

 

Format – Headline and Reporter’s Name –  1 
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Content –      2 

 

Expression –      2 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [1] 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [1] 

 

Activities during Annual Sports Day 

 

Suggested value points: 

A report should answer the questions: 

What – the name of the event and occasion 

Where – 

When – Day, date, time 

Activities – athletic event, colourful drill, honouring students sporting achievements 

Other details – attendees, guests, chief guests 

Some description of the activities organized. 

 

10. Questions are to be answered in 30-40 words. Distribution of marks: 

Content – 1 mark 

Expression – 1 mark (deduct ½ mark for two or more grammatical/spelling mistakes) – 

 

i) strange and solemn / serious / sombre / sad / emotional / quiet as a Sunday morning / 

attentive / even the little children were not distracted / teary eyed / didn’t know whether 

to laugh or cry 

 

ii) organized/ systematic/able to inspire people from all walks of life/ 

patient/persevering/resolute/confident-believes in himself and the justness of his 

cause/well informed/thoughtful/ 

 

iii) Edla was happy to see the gift left by the peddler because the peddler did not prove 

himself to be a thief and had not taken anything with him at all. He had left behind a little 

package which Edla was to be kind enough to accept as a Christmas present 

 

iv) The sadness that comes from never understanding ourselves / of threatening ourselves 

with death 

 

v) When – 3or 4 yrs old- went to California beach with father – swept over/ knocked down 

by waves, felt suffocated and frightened --- decided to learn swimming at YMCA pool – 

misadventure – bog boy threw him in the pool at deeper end – almost drowned and near 

death 

 

vi) name means – Lord of the Universe but earns living by rag picking 

 

11. Questions are to be answered in 30-40 words. 

Distribution of marks: 

Content – 1 mark 

Expression – 1 mark (deduct ½ mark for two or more grammatical/spelling mistakes) – 

 

i)  Jack describes the problem with Roger skunk – he smelled so bad that none of the other 

woodland creatures would play with him – reminded him of certain humiliations of his own 
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childhood; felt he was telling Jo something true, something she must know; elders usually want to 

instill moral values through their stories even when stories may be meant for pleasure. 

 

ii) Maximum security mounted/Evans kept incommunicado/exam conducted in a locked cell/ 

two locked doors between his cell and the yard/ prison officers on alert - two prison officers deputed 

to watch him like a hawk/Evans cell thoroughly searched for two hours the evening before the exam 

to find anything hidden/removed all potential weapons and tools – nail scissors, nail file, razor, paper 

knife/installed a bug – listening device in the cell – governor personally monitored/invigilator 

appointed from outside/invigilator frisked and contents of his bag checked/question paper brought in 

a sealed envelope. 

 

iii) Mr. Lamb teaches Derry the most important lesson of life – not to care about comments 

made by others – now Derry no longer cares about his face or burned looks – he wants to think, feel, 

to hear and see 

 

12&13 These questions have been set to test the students’ understanding of the text and their ability 

to interpret, evaluate and respond to the issues raised therein. Hence no particular answer can be 

accepted as the only correct answer. All presentations may be accepted as equally correct provided 

they have been duly supported by the facts drawn from the text. The important thing is that the 

students should be able to justify his or her viewpoint.] 

 

Distribution of marks: 

 

Content –  2.5 

 

Expression –  2.5 

  

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [1.25] Coherence and relevance of ideas and 

style [1.25] 12.(A)Suggested value points: 

 

- Both live lives of abject poverty and are partners in survival, helping their parents eke out a 

living; 

- both are victims of social apathy. 

- Saheb: belongs to a migrant family trying to find a means of livelihood in Seemapuri/tries to 

find happiness in his work of rag picking/has few hopes or dreams about making his life better. 

- Mukesh: follows in the footsteps of generations of his family as bangle maker/ believe that 

this life and the work they do is their destiny/ is different from the others in his community/dares to 

dream even if dreams are limited/is determined to improve his lot in spite of all the odds. 

 

OR 

 

12. (B) Single desire to conquer all elements/nature, has been trampling/abusing nature and 

environment which supports man. Thus posing a threat to life on Earth. 

 

13.(A)Distribution of marks: 

 

Content –  2.5 

 

Expression –  2.5 

 

Grammatical accuracy, appropriate words and spellings [1.25] 

 

Coherence and relevance of ideas and style [1.25] 
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Suggested value points: 

 

Dr. Sadao – trained to save lives, doctor, surgeon by profession 

- Patriotic Japanese 

- Though trained in America does not like all Americans, enemies of Japan during the war 

- faced with dilemma of saving life of young, wounded, American soldier as trained by his 

profession or hand, him over to the police to fulfill his patriotic duty 

- Dr. Sadao rises above narrow prejudice against Americans 

- saves the life of the American soldier - also finally helps him to escape. 

- does this only after informing the General about his presence. 

- Dr. Sadao sure that he was indispensable for the General and nothing adverse would befall 

him. 

- Dr. Sadao overcomes personal prejudices, gives a second life to the prisoner of war. 

- realizes that a soldier is a human being first an enemy afterwards. 

- Firm belief in the obligation to humanity is far above all other obligations. 

 

OR 

 

13. B) Mother Skunk did not support the idea of a changed identity for baby Skunk – Roger 

skunk felt alienated – had a bad smell – elders failed to recognize his feeling and pain – 

Mother Skunk vehemently opposed the changed smell – her reaction was impulsive – could 

have responded in a mature and subtle manner – to make the child understand her point of 

view – A healthy discussion in an amiable environment – can lead to agreeable solution 
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ENGLISH – Core 

CLASS-XII    (2021-22) SET -3 
Time allowed: 3 Hrs.         Maximum Marks: 80 

 

 

General Instructions: 

 

1. This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these 

instructions very carefully and follow them. 

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. 

 

Part A (40 Marks) 

Reading Section (20 marks)         (1x10 = 10) 
 

 

1. “Who doesn't know how to cook rice? Cooking rice hardly takes time.” said my father. So, I 

challenged myself. I switched from news to YouTube and typed, “How to cook rice?” I took one and a half 

cups of rice. Since I didn't have access to a rice cooker, I put the rice in a big pot. Firstly, the rice has to be 

washed to get rid of dust and starch. I thought I won't be able o drain the rice and that it will fall out of the 

pot. I observed the chef as I swirled the rice around and used my dexterous hands to drain it, not once, not 

twice, but three times. I looked down at the sink and saw less than 50 grains that made their way out of the 

pot. Suffice say, I was up to the mark. 

 

2. The video stated that the key to perfect rice is equal amounts of rice and water. I have heard that 

professionals don't need to measure everything; they just know what the right amount is. But as this was 

my first time in the kitchen, I decided to experiment by not measuring the water needed for boiling the rice. 

I wanted the rice to be firm when bitten, just like pasta. I don‟t enjoy the texture of mushy rice. It has or 

have that chutzpah; it has to resist my biting power just for a bit before disintegrating. 

 

3. After what seemed like 10 minutes, all the water disappeared. I went in to give it a good stir. To my 

surprise, some of the rice got stuck to the pot. I tried to scrape it off but to no avail. At the same time, there 

was a burning smell coming from it. I quickly turned the stove off. “What have you done to the kitchen?” 

shouted Mother, while coming towards the kitchen. I managed to ward her off. 

  

4. Finally, when the time came to taste my creation, I was surprised! It wasn‟t bad at all. The rice had 

the desired consistency. Sure, a little more salt would've been better, but I just added that while eating. The 

experience was fairly rewarding and memorable. It taught me a new sense of respect for those who cook 

food on a regular basis at home or engage in gourmet creations professionally. 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the 

eleven given below.          (1x10 = 10) 

 

i. Father‟s question to the narrator, about knowing how to cook rice, was intended to 

 

a.  criticize the narrator‟s lack of abilities. 

b.  make the process sound simple. 
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c. encourage the narrator to take up cooking. 

d. showcase his own expertise in cooking rice. 

 

ii. “I switched from news to YouTube …” Pick the option in which the meaning of „switch(ed)‟ is NOT  

     the same as it is in the passage. 

 

a.  He switched on the radio to listen the news while having dinner. 

b.  “Forget these diet supplements and witch yoga, if you want a true sense of well-being.” 

c. Mom switched to reading fiction recently because she was bored with cook-books. 

d. The company will switch the trucks to other routes to bring down city pollution. 

 

iii. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the correct sequence of the  

      process. 

 

1. Use water to wash the rice. 

2.  Repeat the process three times. 

3.  Drain the water off. 

4.  Put rice in a utensil. 

5.  Swirl the water in and around the rice. 

a. 4,2,1,3,5 

b. 1,3,2,5,4 

c. 4,1,5,3,2 

d. 5,1,2,4,3 

  

iv. The narrator says that he has dexterous hands. He would have had a problem had it been the  

             opposite. NOT BEING dexterous means, being 

 

a. uncomfortable. 

b. clumsy. 

c. unclear. 

d. clueless. 

 

v. Which option represents the correct ratio of water to rice for cooking „perfect rice‟? 

 



 

190 
 

 
a. Image 1 

b. Image 2 

c. Image 3 

d. Image 4 

 

 

vi. How did mother react to the burning smell? 

 

a. She commented on it. 

b. She brushed it aside.  

c.         She enquired about it.  

d.         She handled it. 

 

vii. According to the passage, the fact that the narrator risked experimentation, on his maiden attempt in the 

kitchen, shows that he was 

 

a. conscientious.  

b. nervous. 

c. presumptuous. 

d. courteous.   

      

viii. Pick the option showing the CORRECT use of the word „chutzpah‟. 

 

a. It is the court‟s duty to dispense chutzpah to everyone irrespective of caste or creed.   

b. The speaker may not have much of a stage presence, but you've got to admit she's got chutzpah. 

c. I could crack the code easily which proved me to be a chutzpah and I was the only one who could do so. 

d. After his father‟s demise, the daughter took over the family‟s chutzpah to save it from disaster.  

 

ix. Pick the option that correctly states what DID NOT happen after the writer checked on the rice. 

a. Turning the stove off. 

b. Being taken aback at the condition of rice. 

c. Forgetting to scrap the stuck rice. 

d. Smelling the aroma of delicious rice. 
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x. The narrator‟s creation was 

a. almost perfect to taste. 

b. way off from what he wanted. 

c. overly seasoned. 

d. quite distasteful. 

 

xi. Pick the option that correctly lists the final feelings of the writer with reference to the cooking  

            experience. 

 

1. frustrating 

2. amusing 

3. satisfying 

4. disillusioning 

5. exacting 

6.          enlightening 

 

a. 1 and 4 

b. 2 and 5 

c. 3 and 6 

d. 1 and 3 

 

2. A  Read the passage given below. 
 

1. The present generation is well updated in the use of internet and computers. The rapid development 

in computer technology and increase in accessibility of the internet for academic purposes has 

changed the face of education for everyone associated with it. Let‟s look at the data arising out of 

recent survey that was done to ascertain the time spent on utilization of the computer and internet: 
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2. At present, many schools and universities have been implementing internet-based learning, as it 

supplements the conventional teaching methods. The internet provides a wide variety of references 

and information to academics as well as scientific researchers. Students often turn to it to do their 

academic assignments and projects. 

 

3. However, research on the Net is very different from traditional library research, and the differences 

can cause problems. The Net is a tremendous resource, but it must be used carefully and critically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.     According to a 2018 Academic Student e-book Experience Survey, conducted by LJ‟s research 

department and sponsored by EBSCO, when reading for pleasure, almost 74% of respondents said 

they preferred print books for leisure whereas, 45 % of respondents chose e-books rather than the 

printed versions, for research or assignments. 

 

5.      When asked what e-book features make them a favorite for research, the respondents were clear. 

Having page numbers use in citations, topped the list (75%); followed by the ability to resize text to 

fit a device‟s screen (67%); the ability to bookmark pages, highlight text, or take notes for later 

reference (60%); downloading the entire e-book (57%); and allowing content to be transferred 

between devices (43%) were the varied responses. 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the eleven that 

follow.            (1x10 = 10) 

 

i. According to the passage, one of the reasons for the recent transformation of education is the: 

 

a.  techno-efficiency of the present generation. 

b. expanse of courses on technology. 

c.  simplification of the teaching and learning- method. 

d. easy availability of the internet. 

 

ii. Pick the option that lists statements that are NOT TRUE according to the passage. 

 

1. Internet-based education can only complement familiar methods of education. 
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2. Net-based learning will replace face-to-face education. 

3. The recourses that the net provides are a danger to the education system. 

4. The current times has seen a rise in the convenience of using the internet for academic purposes. 

 

a. 1 & 2 

b. 3 & 4 

c. 2 & 3 

d. 1 & 4 

  

iii. The word „tremendous‟, as used in paragraph 3, means the same as: 

 

a.  „expensive‟. 

b.  „renowned‟. 

c.   „innovative‟. 

d. „incredible‟. 

 

 

 

 

iv. Based on the graphical chart in the passage, choose the option that correctly states the depiction of 

internet usage for work and for leisure, for once a month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

a. Option (1)      

b. Option (2)      

c. Option (3)      

d. Option (4)      

v. “… but it must be used carefully and critically.” The idea of being careful and critical while using the 

internet, is mainly a reference to: 

 

a. hardware malfunction. 
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b. plagiarism  

c.   troubleshooting. 

d.   virus threats. 

vi.   Based on the given graphical representation of data in the passage, choose the option that lists the  

       statements those are TRUE with respect to the usage of email. 

 

1. The everyday usage of email is more than the everyday usage of computer for personal use. 

2. About 18% people use email once a week. 

3. There are a smaller number of email users using it 2-3 times a week than the ones using it once a 

             month. 

4. Less than 5% of people never use the email. 

 

a. 1 and 3 

b. 2 and 4 

c. 1 and 2 

d. 3 and 4 

 vii. Based on the given graphical chart, pick the option that lists the area of zero response from 

            respondents. 

 

a. Never using the internet for work and leisure 

b. Daily use of the computer for academic activities 

c. Writing and receiving emails once a week 

d. Using the internet for personal tasks once a month 

viii. In the cartoon, the student‟s reaction reveals that he is _______ : 

 

a) indignant  

b) apologetic   

c) obedient   

d) inquisitive   

ix. Which of the following statements is NOT substantiated by information in paragraph 4? 

 

a. About three-quarters of the respondents preferred print books for recreational reading. 

b. A little less than a 50% of the respondents voted for e-books for research or assignments. 

c. More than 50% respondents stated enjoying both versions of books for leisure reading. 

d. The survey was intended for understanding the -book experience among students. 

x. According to the 2018 survey, which is the option that correctly displays the features of – 

 

(A) page numbers for use in citation and 

(B) content transfer between devices respectively. 
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a. Option (1) 

b. Option (2) 

c. Option (3) 

d. Option (4) 

 xi. Arrange the given e-book features preferred for research from the least favorite to the most favorite,  

            from the following – 

 

1. downloading the entire e-book. 

2. choosing page numbers in citations. 

3. highlighting text. 

4. resizing text to fit screen. 

a. 1,3,4,2 

b. 3,2,1,4 

c. 2,4,3,1 

d. 4,1,2,3 

LITERATURE (20 marks) 
 

3. Read he extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the 

questions that follow.           (4+4=8) 

 

(A) 

Food is more important for survival than an identity. “If at the end of the day we can feed our families and 

go to bed without an aching stomach, we would rather live here than in the fields that gave us no grain,” 

say a group of women in tattered saris when I ask them why they left their beautiful land of green fields 

and rivers. Wherever they find food, they pitch their tents that become transit homes. Children grow up in 

them, becoming partners in survival. And survival in Seemapuri means rag-picking. Through the years, it 

has acquired the proportions of a fine art. Garbage to them is gold. It is their daily bread, a roof over their 

heads, even if it is a leaking roof. But for a child it is even more. 

  

i. The phrase „transit homes‟ refer to the dwellings that are: 

 

a . unhygienic.  
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b. inadequate. 

 c. fragile. 

d. temporary 

 

ii. Identify the figure of speech used in the sentence “Garbage them is gold”. 

 

a. hyperbole 

b. simile 

c. synecdoche 

d. personification 

 

iii. Choose the term which best matches studies today the statement, „ Food is more important for survival  

      than an identity.”? 

 

a.  immorality 

b.   necessity 

c.   obligation 

d.  ambition 

iv. What does „acquired the proportions of a fine art‟ mean? 

 

a.  Rag-picking has regained its lost status. 

b. A segment of rag picker are skilled in fine arts. 

c.  Rag-picking has attained the position of a skill. 

d. Only a few people are experts in rag-picking. 

 

 

(B) 

 

They had merely heard that a Mahatma who wanted to help them was in trouble with the authorities. Their 

spontaneous demonstration, in thousands, around the courthouse was the beginning of their liberation from 

fear of the British. The officials felt powerless without Gandhi‟s cooperation. He helped them regulate the 

crowd. He was polite and friendly. He was giving them concrete proof that their might, hitherto dreaded 

and unquestioned, could be challenged by Indians. The government was baffled. The prosecutor requested 

the judge to postpone the trial. Apparently, the authorities wished to consult their superiors. 

 

i. The officials felt powerless because: 

 

a.  of Gandhi‟s refusal to cooperate with them. 

 

b. of Gandhi‟s polite and friendly behaviour. 
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c.  the crowd was listening only to Gandhi. 

 

d. the crowd was getting violent. 

 

ii. The demonstration proved that the 

 

a.  policies of the British had failed. 

 

b. dread instilled in the heart of Indians had begun lessen. 

 

c.  dealings with the Indian citizens had been unsuccessful. 

 

d. might of the British had not been understood by Indians. 

 

iii. Which style, from those given below, is being used by the author, when he says, “Apparently, the  

      authorities wished to consult their superiors.”? 

 

a. humorous 

b. dramatic 

c. sarcastic 

d. persuasive 

 

  

iv. Gandhiji‟s behaviour towards the British prior to the proposal of postponement of the trial was that of: 

 

a. indifference. 

b. calm acceptance. 

c. ignorance of consequences. 

d. polite helpfulness. 

 

 

 

 

(C) 
 

Jo was starting to fuss with her hands and look out of the window, at that crack of the day that showed 

under the shade. She thought the story was all over. Jack didn‟t like women when they took anything for 

granted; he liked them apprehensive, hanging on his words. 

“Now, Jo are you listening?” 

“Yes,” 

“Because this is very interesting, Roger skunk‟s Mommy said,‟ What‟s that awful smell?” 

“What?” 
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“And Roger Skunk said, It‟s me, Mommy. I smell like roses.” And she said, Who made you smell like 

that?‟ And he said, „The wizard,‟ and she said, „Well, of all the nerve. You come with me and we‟re going 

right back to hat very awful wizard.” 
 

i. Choose the option that best demonstrates the relevant traits of Jo and Jack respectively, based on the  

    extract provided. 
 

a.  curious and irritable 

b.  patient and irritable 

c. curious and lethargic 

d. patient and lethargic 

ii. Jo was starting to fuss with her hands”. That means that Jo was: 
 

a. feeling nervous. 

b. Getting restless. 

c. Feeling lazy. 

d. Fighting sleep.  
 

iii. Jo‟s “Wha-at?” indicated what she was feeling. Pick the option that correctly states these feelings. 
 

1. terror 

2. surprise 

3. ignorance 

4. displeasure 

5. joy 

6. approval 

a. 1 and 3 

b. 2 and 4 

c. 3 and 6 

d. 4 and 5 

iv. Mommy says, „Well, of all the nerve.” This reveals her: 
 

a. approval, surprise and pleasure. 

b. pleasure, hope and approval. 

c. betrayal, disapproval and hurt. 

d. shock, anger and disapproval 

4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the questions 

that follow.            (1 x 4 =4) 

 

(A) 

On sour cream walls, donations. Shakespeare‟s head, 
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Cloudless at dawn, civilised dome riding all cities. 

Belled, flowery, Tyrolese valley. Open-handed map 

Awarding the world its world. And yet, for these 

Children, these windows, not this map, their world, 

where all their future‟s painted with a fog, 

 

i. What does the expression “sour cream walls” – suggest? 

 

a.         Display of donated artifacts on the walls. 

b. Badly maintained walls. 

c. Wall-to wall furniture. 

d. A poor choice of paint for walls. 

 

ii. The map of the world in the classroom symbolizes 

 

a. hopes and aspirations of the children. 

b. travel plans of the school authorities. 

c. a world that is unconnected to the children. 

d. interconnectivity within the world. 

 

iii. The expression, Shakespeare‟s head is an example of 

 

a. pun. 

b. satire. 

c. parody. 

d. irony. 

 

iv. In the extract, „future‟s painted with fog‟ suggests that the: 

 (a) classroom is as foggy as the paint on the walls. 

 (b) beautiful valleys are not a part of the children‟s future. 

 (c) life ahead for the slum children is as  unclear and hazy as fog. 

 (d) fog often finds itself in the class rooms through broken windows. 

 

OR 

(B) 

 

We have imagined for the mighty dead; 

All lovely tales that we have heard or read; 

An endless fountain of immortal drink, 

Pouring unto us from the heaven‟s brink. 

 



 

200 
 

i. The phrase immortal drink refers to 

 

a. blessings of our ancestors. 

b. the teachings of nature. 

c. a life-giving force. 

d. the beauty of heaven. 

 

ii. „All lovely tales‟ evoke the feeling of 

 

 a. sadness and nostalgia. 

 b. only nostalgia. 

c. inspiration and pride. 

d. only pride. 

 

iii. The rhyme scheme of the above extract is 

 

a. aa,bb 

b. ab,ab 

c. aa,ab 

d. ab,bb 

 

iv. The literary device used by the poet in the following lines is ______________. 

 

An endless fountain of immortal drink, 

Pouring unto us from the heaven‟s brink. 

 

a. personification. 

b. allegory. 

c. imagery. 

d. synecdoche. 

 

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below.    (1x 8 = 8) 

 

 

i. The writer tones down the philosophical load inherent in „The Rattrap‟ with the inclusion of: 

 

a.  ironical situations. 

b. satirical dialogues. 

c. classical references. 
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d. humour and wit. 

 

 

ii. Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE with reference to Douglas: 

 

a.  Douglas‟ fear kept him away from leisurely activities in water. 

b. The fall in the pool at YMCA taught Douglas a life lesson. 

c.  The fear of drowning was the source of Douglas‟s anxiety and terror. 

d. Douglas decided to practice relentlessly to overcome his fear. 

 

iii. Spender‟s use of imagery in “His eyes live in a dream, of squirrel game, in tree room, other than  

             this”, brings out: 

 

a. the similarity between the frail bodies of a squirrel and the children in the classroom. 

b. the contrast between studying in the dreary classroom and playing outside freely. 

c. the comparison of the dingy home of the squirrel and the dreary classroom. 

d. the difference between the games of the squirrel and those of the children. 

 

iv. Keats celebrates trees as a “boon” in the poem A Thing of Beauty. With reference to this statement, 

            which of the following options is NOT TRUE? 

 

a. Trees give us sustenance. 

b. Trees provide relief from heat. 

c. Trees help keep the Earth clean. 

d. Trees appear beautiful to the eye. 

 

v. Concluding his last lesson by writing „Vive la France!‟ on the blackboard shows that Mr. M Hamel: 

 

a. was overwhelmed with emotions. 

b. wanted to distract all attending class that day. 

c. was keen on not leaving the country. 

d. wanted to teach French participles through it. 
 

vi. Rajkumar Shukla‟s efforts resulted in Gandhji ‟s fight for the farmer‟s cause. This shows that he  

            was : 
 

a. meticulous and kind 

b. sincere and curious. 

c. enterprising and persistent 

d. respectful and congenial. 
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vii. It is clear that the speaker in Aunt Jennifer‟s Tigers has an attitude of … towards her. 
 

a.  empathy 

b.  wonder 

c.  sympathy 

d.  gratitude 

 

viii. „Keeping Quiet‟ uses fishermen to symbolize man‟s 

 

a. persistent pollution of the natural environment. 

b. rapid degradation of human values. 

c. limitless exploitation of natural resources. 

d. constant participation in acts of terror. 

  

ix. Saheb‟s discarded and worn out tennis shoes are: 

 

a.  an indication to procure different ones. 

b.  a dream come true. 

c.  a sign of his poverty. 

d.  an insult to the sport itself. 

 

x. In the poem, My Mother at Sixty-six, all that the poet did was smile and smile and smile…, Her 

            smile is: 

 

a.  sudden, in response to her mother‟s. 

b.  meaningful and loaded with love. 

c.  accompanied with tears of farewell. 

d.  put on to cheer her mother. 

 

PART B (40 marks) 

 

WRITING (16 marks) 

 

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.        (1x 3) 

 

 

analysis, using appropriate format and fluency, appropriacy of style and tone 

 

(A) You are Sameera / Sameer the owner of Pink Power, a café run only by women. You are looking for an 

interior designer design the interiors of the café. Draft a suitable advertisement for the same, in about 50 

words to be published in the classified columns of the National Daily, the local newspaper. 
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OR 

 

(B) You are Rachael/Rueben, President of the Wellness Cell of your school. You decide to organise a 

workshop, to raise awareness of the importance of mental health. This work shop would be conducted by 

the school counselor. Write a notice in about 50 words, informing the students of class XI-XII about the 

workshop. 

 

 

7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.        (1x 3) 

 

analysis, using appropriate format and fluency, appropriacy of style and tone 

 

(A) You are Dr. Stanzin, a certified art therapist from Leh. You have been invited by G. D Public School, 

Jammu, to conduct a seminar for students on „Art Therapy the Way Forward”. This seminar is to introduce 

students to the usefulness of art in dealing with personal and social problems. Write your reply, in about 50 

words accepting the invitation. 

OR 

(B) You are Rukmini/ Raja of R-201, Fort Road, Chennai. You have just purchased a new house. You 

decide to have a house-warming ceremony and invite your cousin Balaji. Write the invitation in 50 words 

giving all necessary details. 

 

8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.        (1x 5) 

 

analysis, using appropriate format and fluency, appropriacy of style and tone 

 

(A) You are Shubha / Krushna Mohanty, residing in Subhadra Apartments, Bhubaneswar, Orissa. You 

have observed, with increasing concern, that garbage collection continues to be done without segregation in 

your neighbourhood. Write letter to the editor of The Real Times, Bhubaneswar, n about 120- 150 words, 

explaining your concern along with the rationale behind the importance of garbage segregation. Suggest 

ways in which the R.W.As can participate in this program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OR 

(B) You are Aami / Ajoy Sarkar of 83, Model Town, Guwahati, Assam. You are a sports enthusiast. 

Rangshala School, Guwahati, has advertised the requirement of a Sports teacher, in the local news-paper. 

You are excited and decide to apply for the post. Write a letter in 100-120 words, responding to the given 

advertisement, submitting your candidature with a detailed bio-data. 
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 9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following.       (1x 5) 

 

evaluation, using appropriate format and fluency, appropriacy of style and tone 

 

(A) While reading about new places and searching for them online has its merits, the advantages of actually 

travelling to various destinations far exceed them. Write an article in 120-150 words for the magazine 

Travel Times, evaluating both these options. You may use the cues given below along with your own ideas. 

You are Amrit/ Amrita. 

  

• Builds confidence 

• Make friends and memories 

• Experience new cultures 

• Expands knowledge 

OR 

 

(B) Ranikhet district, Uttarakhand, on the occasion of Basant Panchami celebrations had organized a three-

day cultural festival. You are Bhupinder/ Priyanka Bhisht. Your newspaper had deputed you to cover the 

inaugural event of this festival. As a newspaper reporter, use the given cues along with your own ideas to 

write a report about the sa e in 120-150 words. 

   

 Big crowds -main grounds of the marketplace   

 Colourful decorations     

 Inauguration-local panchayat member to inaugurate.   

  Folk dance and songs     

 Speeches     

LITERATURE   (24 marks) 

 

10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions g v n b low, in 30-40 words each.            (2x5=10) 
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i. What does Neruda mean by „an exotic moment without rush‟ in his poem, „Keeping Quiet‟? 

 

ii. Explain the metaphor of the rattrap in context of the story by Selma Lagerlof. 

 

iii. Kamala Das speaks of „an old familiar ache…‟ What do you think is the reason for this feeling? 

 

iv. Comment on the significance of the villagers sitting at the back in M. Hamel‟s classroom. 

 

v. „Little has moved with time, it seems, in Firozabad.‟ State any one reason why the writer says his. 

 

vi. How does the poet use the image of „fingers fluttering through the wool‟ to highlight Aunt Jennifer‟s 

victimization? 

 

11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below in 30-40 words each. (2 x2=4 ) 

  

i.  In his letter to Charley, Sam writes, „…then I got to believing you were right.‟ What could have 

made Sam begin to believe? 

 

ii.  It was important that the recaptured Evans keep up the façade till the very last moment of his 

interaction with the Governor. Support this statement with a rationale. 

 

iii.  Sadao‟s acceptance of the General‟s plan to assassinate Tom was counterproductive to having put 

him on the path of recovery Substantiate with reason/s.   

     

12. Attempt ANY ONE of the following questions in 120-150 words.                    (1x5=5)  

    

(A)  The story Deep Water talks about Douglas‟ attempts   to overcome his fear of water. The story can 

also be viewed as a figurative manifestation of life‟s many challenges. Elaborate with reference to 

the text. 

OR 

(B)  How does the story, 'Rattrap' highlight the importance of community over isolation? Support your 

rationale with textual evidence. 

 

13.Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words      (1x5=5) 

    

(A)  Mr. Lamb calls Derek his friend while Derek refuses his affirmation. Would you consider their 

relationship with each other as friendship? Support your answer with reference to the instance(s) 

from the text. 

OR 

(B) With respect to the events in the story, „Should Wizard Hit Mommy‟, who would you support, 

Wizard or Mommy? Justify your choice. 

  

 

******************************** 

******************************************** 

******************************** 

 

 



 

206 
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Marking Scheme SET-3 

ENGLISH – Core 

CLASS-XII 
 

Time allowed: 3 Hrs.         Maximum Marks: 80 

 

Section A (40 marks) 

 

READING (20 marks) 

 

Attempt 10 of 11 (1x 10 marks) 

 

1. Discursive passage [Competencies - comprehension, interpretation, inference, vocabulary] 

 

i. b) make the process sound simple. 

ii.   a) ―He switched on the radio to listen to the news while having dinner. 

iii. c) 4,1,5,3,2 

iv.  b) clumsy 

v.  a) image 1 

vi.  d) She enquired about it in. 

vii.  c) presumptuous. 

viii.   b) The speaker may not have much of stage presence, but you've got admit she's got chutzpah.  

ix.    d) Smelling the delicious aroma of cooked rice 

x.    a) almost perfect to taste. 

xi.   c) 3 and 6. 

 

2. Attempt 10 of 11 (1x 10 marks) 

 

Case based factual passage. [Competencies- comprehension, interpretation, inference]: 

 

 i.  d) easy availability of internet 

ii. c)2 & 3 

iii. d) incredible 

 iv.  c) Option (3). 

  v. b) plagiarism. 

vi. b) 2 and 4 

vii.  a) Never using the internet for work and leisure 

viii.  a) indignant 

ix.   c) More than 50% stated enjoying both versions of books for leisure reading. 
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x.    b) Option (2) 

 

LITERATURE (4+4=8 marks) 

 

3. Attempt any two of three (1x 4 marks) [Competencies- comprehension and appreciation] 

 

(A) 

i. (d) temporary 

ii. (a) hyperbole 

iii. (b) necessity 

iv.  (c) Rag picking has attained the position of a skill. 

 

(B)   

i. (c) the crowd was listening only to Gandhi. 

ii. (b) dread instilled in the hearts of Indians had begun   lessen 

iii. c) sarcastic  

iv. b) calm acceptance  

 

(C) 

 

i. (a) curious and irritable 

ii. (b) getting restless 

iii. (b) 2 and 4 

iv. (d) shock, anger and disapproval. 

  

4. Attempt one of the two      (1x 4 marks) 

    [Competencies – comprehension, analysis, inference] 

 

(A) 

 

i. (b) badly maintained walls. 

ii. (a) hopes and aspirations of the children 

iii. (d) irony 

iv. (c) life ahead for the slum children is as unclear and hazy as fog. 

 

(B) 

 

i. (b) a life-giving force. 

ii. (a) sadness and nostalgia 

iii. (a) aa,bb 
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iv. (c) imagery 

 

 

 

5. Attempt ANY EIGHT of ten.     (1x 8 marks) 

   [Competencies – comprehension, analysis, inference, interpretation] 

 

i. (d) humor and wit 

ii. (d) Douglas decided to practice relentlessly to overcome his fear. 

iii. (b) the contrast between studying in the dreary classroom and playing outside freely. 

iv. (b) Trees provide relief from heat. 

v. (a) was overwhelmed with emotions. 

vi. (c) enterprising and persistent. 

vii. (c) sympathy 

viii. (c) limitless exploitation of natural resources. 

ix. (b) a dream come true. 

x. (d) put on to cheer her mother. 

  

Section B (40 marks) 

 

WRITING (16 marks) 

Allotment of marks 

     

Value point suggestion  

 

Advertisement  

6.  

3 Marks: Format: 1 / Content: 1 /  

Expression: 1)  

 

(A) Advertisement 

 

 

(B) Notice 

(format: Name of issuing 

organisation The word NOTICE in 

capital letters date, Title/heading + 

sign & name of issuing 

authority/person with designation) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. 

* Situation Vacant 

* Specification about the work of the Interior decorator 

* Accept any relevant qualities/characteristics or experience 

required 

* Remuneration and benefits/ incentives 

* Mode of applying  

* Contact details  

OR 

Notice  

* For whom?  

* What? –   mental health workshop to be conducted by the 

school counselor.  

*          when – date, month, 20XX (accept all formats of writing 

date) 

*   where – …………. (any plausible venue – 

*   benefits of the workshop- help us increase our understanding 

            about mental - health, deal with our problems better etc. 

            (accept relevant inclusions)  

*  Request to attend the same  

 

Any other relevant detail/point shall be accepted.  

→ No marks to be deducted for exceeding word limit 

 

* Formal reply as the art therapist (letter type) 

* Expression of gratitude for the invite (Could 
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3 Marks: Format: 1 / Content: 1 /  

Expression: 1 

(A)formal reply of invitation 

 

 

 

 

 

(B) Invitation   

             include an appreciation of the initiative) 

* Acceptance of the invite* Confirmation about relevant 

details such as time, date etc 

OR 

Informal invite to cousin, Pooja (letter type)  

* Share the feeling of happiness at the purchase  

* Mention the occasion nd provide details 

   (time, place; any other specific instructions) 

* Share expectations ( bring parents/ pick up xyz/ come early 

help/ bring certain items etc.) 

 

8. (5 Marks: Format: 1 / Content: 2 / 

  

(A) 

* Letter writing (to editor)  

Format: Expression: 2) 

 1. sender’s address 

2. date 

3. receiver’s address 

4. subject 

5. Salutation 

(4 & 5 are interchangeable) 

             6. complimentary close 

(B) 

 Letter writing (application) 

(the format would also include 

‘enclosure/s’) 

 

*  Letter writing (refer to the visual cue) 

  *  A reference to the reason for writing --- concern   

           that garbage collection continues to be done  

            without segregation 

 

 * State reasons - garbage collectors not segregating/ Residents 

need to segregate at home/ pick up can be done in vans/ 

Liaison with local municipal corporation to ensure last mile 

segregation. (any other) 

*         Suggestions-RWAs to spread awareness, be vigilant—

residents to be responsible of how they segregate / RWA to 

spread the word and disseminate information, start a system 

of maintaining records, aware for those doing a good job, 

use functional CCTV cameras; collaborate with local 

municipal committee for regular segregation etc.(any other) 

Accept any other relevant point 

                            OR 

* Cover letter- 

→ introduction 

→ reference of the advertisement given (visual cue) → any relevant 

reason of applying for the job- 

e.g. -have recently shifted to Delhi and have been looking for a 

suitable opportunity, 

→ any relevant qualities that make the candidate suitable for the 

job—e.g. sincerity 

→ a record of great rapport with the students etc. 

(any other relevant) 

* Bio-data- (refer to the visual cue) 

→ Qualifications and experience that match the job profile- e.g.- 

holds a Master’s degree in Physical Education, has prior experience 

as a sports teacher in a school. 

→ References 

9. 

5 Marks: Format: 1 / Content: 2 / 

Expression: 2 [ 1coherence and 

cohesion + 1 accuracy]) 

 

(A) Article 

 

Article Writing – Travelling 

Note – Since the question speaks of evaluating both options, it must 

include value points for both- reading about places and actually 

travelling to them - to create a robust article. 

 

- Paragraph 1 
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Format of the Article 

 

- Heading 

 

- By line (name, class) 

 

(may be listed at the end too) 

 

- Body (split into paragraphs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(B)  

 

Report writing  

Format of a report 

- Title 

- Reporter’s name/ as a 

correspondent  

-           Content (split into      

paragraphs)  

Suggested value points with regards to reading/surfing about places- 

 

*  Food for the mind- educates one about different cultures 

* Educates one about distinct histories 

* Preview into cultures, know about experiences of other 

travelers 

- Paragraph 2 

Suggest value points with regards to travelling to places- 

*builds confidence- by exposing one to new experiences 

* opportunities to make friends- gives a chance meet new 

people/widen horizons/ create contacts that might be helpful in 

future ( may use examples for the same) 

* make memories – spend time with friends/ family/ self-

photographs, blogs, videos etc. 

* experience new cultures- be a part of different cultures by 

spending time with people/ partaking in festivities etc. 

*expands knowledge via experience—pick up a language/ 

understand a country’s demography etc. 

 

- Paragraph 3 

 

• Relevant conclusion based on the discussion in paragraphs 

above 

 

Accept any other relevant point(s) 

OR      

Report 

Paragraph 1-expansion of the headline  

  

Paragraph 2- description/ details (chronologically)[ use of

 transition words expected]  

Paragraph 3- eye witness account/s, concluding observation.

 (make use of past tense; use of first person avoidable)  

         

LITERATURE (24 marks) 

10. Attempt any five of six  (5x2 marks = 10 marks) 
(2marks- 1 for content+1 for expression) [Competencies- inference and critical thinking]  

i.  

 

 

ii. 

 

iii. 

 

 

iv.  

 

moment of world peace/ universal brotherhood  

love forged  through introspection in silence  

       

Use of the metaphor of rattrap   highlight story of a character getting trapped in his avarice 

      

Realization that she has not given enough care to her aging mother  

Fear of permanent separation from her mother  

        

As a sign of repentance for not attending school often  

To pay their tribute to the teacher  
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11. Attempt any two of three (2x2 marks = 4 marks) 

(2marks- 1 for content+1 for expression [Competencies- inference and critical thinking] 

 

 

i. Analysis 

 

 

 

 

(accept all relevant answers supported by rationale)  

-Sam had not believed Charley when he had mentioned the third level at the Grand Central.

  

-Sam had liked the description of 1894 life  and living.  

-Sam must have gone in search of the third level and found it 

 

ii. Analysis 

 

 

 

iii.  

Evaluation 

-Was planning his escape  

-The police officer and police van driver were his accomplices  

-Could not risk discovery 

- had to keep up the façade that the authorities had the upper hand.  

 

-As a doctor-   here to sense of duty  

- As a human being- a sense of humaneness    

-Acceptance of the general’s plan  

– in accord with loyalty to his country which was at war with Tom’s country.  

 

12. Attempt one of two from Flamingo (5 marks- 3 for content + 2 for expression) [Competencies- 

global comprehension and extrapolation beyond the text] 

 

(A) -Douglas’ struggle – determination to face fear—overcome it 

-Accept any relevant examples from the text as a link to life’s challenges/ setbacks/  

   Obstacles 

-symbolism- deep water not just restricted to water but is a metaphor for human fears 

/phobias/anxieties 

-Significance-  the struggle and journey of overcoming one’s fears. 

 (important to develop a connection between Douglas’ journey / determination to face 

fear with life’s challenges)  

 

 

(B) 

 

OR 

-The rattrap seller undergoes change in his personality as he experiences the shift from 

isolation to community 

-Rattrap seller is devoid of family and friends, he is depicted as a loner. 

 

 

v. 

 

 

 

 

vi. 

As a mark of respect for the country which was no longer theirs  

   (accept any two)  

No progress or development despite years of mind-numbing toil 

poverty, illiteracy, dissatisfaction prevails all laborers victims of middle men and touts  

(accept any two) 

  

She is burdened by the weight of her marriage/ gender codes she has to follow as a woman, that 

even holding wool firmly is a task 

Highlights the oppressed state of women  
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 -Instances that depict his engagement with community- hospitality of the old man, the  

  Christmas episode  

 

-His experience of friendship leading to a change in his persona. 

-Any other relevant point.  

 

    

13. Attempt one of two from Vistas (5 marks- 3 for cont nt + 2 for expression) 

     [Competencies- global comprehension and extrapolation beyond the text] 

 

 (A) Relationship--- Friendship?    

-Mr. Lamb’s positivity, attitude towards life, optimism, maturity, explaining with examples, 

persistence towards Derek---accepting of Derek will all his imperfections—calls him a friend 

---said there were friends everywhere—explains saying they aren’t enemies overcomes  

      

-Derek gradually opens up---finds his company appealing-- Derek argues---his condition has 

made him bitter--people’s behaviour and treatment ---believes if he becomes Mr. Lamb’s 

friend, others might stop considering him their issues  

-friend----his words have an impact---he holding him back  

   

(NOTE--Conclusion important) ---Even though Derek did not affirm out loud, the fact that 

Mr. Lamb’s words inspired trust enough to help him open up ----also got back to Mr. Lamb’s 

garden—overcame his own challenges---recognized Mr. Lamb’s impact---- Was a bond they 

shared—can call it friendship.    

 Accept any other relevant point.  

(B) OR 

-The title encapsulates the thematic question addressed in the story.  

-It’s open   debate and the writer chose to keep it unresolved; added a question mark. 

-While Jo would want the wizard to hit mommy, Jack didn’t. --- shows the contrast between 

  the two of them. 

    

-Jo- independent and thoughtful --- unconvinced that mothers are always right  

- empathizing with the sorry situation of Roger --wanted the Wizard to hit mommy  

-Jack- unwilling to change -- reminded of his own mother-- supports the mother’s stand  

  against the system that fits individuals into the conventions of body/colour etc. 

  

-Title depicts the larger question – 

       -two ideologies   

 ▪ one that supports conventions    

 ▪ other that supports individuality.    

  Accept any other relevant point/s. 

 


