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HOTS  

CHAPTER 1- ईंटें,मनके और अस्थिय ाँ /  Bricks, beads and bones 

                           SHORT QUESTIONS -3 MARKS  
        

Q1  What are the three problems faced to study  the inscription ?  
     अभिलेखो के अध्ययन मे आने वाली तीन समस्याए क्या है? 
Q2  How is drainage system of Mohanjodaro  indicate town planning of Harappa?  
   मोहनजोदडो की नाभलयों की व्यवस्था हड़प्पा नगर ननयोजन की केसे जानकारी देती है? 
Q3  What are the problems faced by historians to explain Harappan religious artifacts?  
    हड़प्पा की धाभमिक पुरावस्तुओ की व्याख्या करने मे क्या समस्याएं है ? 
Q4  How can you say that privacy was important for harappans / justify. 
   आप ऐसा कैसे कह सकते है कक हड़प्पा के लोगों के भलए गोपनीयता बहुत महत्वपूर्ि थी? 
Q5  Mention the changes held in Harappa civilisation from 1900 BCE. 
      1900 बी.सी.ई. से हड़प्पा सभ्यता कौन से पररवतिन आए? 
                   
 
08 MARKS QUESTIONS 
Q1.   Explain the examples those justify harappan trade contract with distant lands. 
  उन उदाहरर्ों का उल्लेख कीजजए जो हड़प्पा के सुदरूवती क्षेत्रो से व्यापार को स्पष्ट करते है? 
Q2.   What were the confusions of Alexander Cunningham. How can you say that   
      John Marshal left Indian history of civilization 3000 yrs ago? Discuss. 
      कननघंम के भ्रम से आप क्या समझते है? आप ऐसा कैसे कह सकते है कक जॉन मार्िल ने    
      िारत के इनतहास को 3000 साल पहले ले जा के छोड़ा? चचाि कीजजए. 
प्र.3. चचाि कीजजए कक पुरातत्वववद ककस प्रकार अतीत का पुनननिमािर् करत ेहैं?             8 
     Discuss how archaeologists reconstruct the past? 
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Chapter – 2 

र ज , ककस न और नगर / Kings, Farmers and Towns 

1. छठी र्ताब्दी ई. पू. में िारत में पौराणर्क हहदं ूधमि के उदय के कारकों का वर्िन कीजजए|      3           
    Describe the factors that led to the growth of Puranic Hinduism in India during 
    6th century BCE.  
2.  आरंभिक समाज में स्त्री-पुरुष के सिी संबंधों की ववषमताएं ककतनी महत्वपूर्ि रहीं होंगी? कारर्  
   सहहत उत्तर दीजजए|                                                              3 
   How important were gender difference in early societies? Give reasons for your 
   answer. 
3. उन साक्ष्यों की चचाि कीजजए जो यह दर्ािते हैं कक बंधतु्व और वववाह संबंधी ब्राह्मर्ीय ननयमों का  
   सवित्र अनसुरर् नहीं होता था |                                                3                             
  Discus the evidence that suggest that Brahmanical prescriptions about kinship and 
  Marriage were not universally followed .  
08 MARKS QUESTIONS 

1. सामान्य लोगों के जीवन का पुनननिमािर् इनतहासकार कैसे करते हैं ?                       8                                                            
  Discuss how archaeologists reconstruct the past?             

2. “िूभमदान र्ासकों द्वारा कृवषक्षेत्र के ववस्तार की रर्नीनत थी” उपयुक्त कथन की उदाहरर् सहहत 
व्याख्या कीजजए| 

   “Land grants were the strategies of ancient rulers to expend the agricultural area.” 
Justify the statement with suitable examples.  
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Chapter – 3 
बन्धतु्व, ज ति िि  वगग / Caste, Kinship and Class 

 
1. “ प्राचीन समय के सामाजजक मूल्यों को जानने के भलए महािारत एक अच्छा स्रोत है”| उपयुिक्त  
     कथन की मदद से उपयुक्त तकि  सत्यावपत कीजजए |                      3 
    The Mahabharata is a good source to study the social values of ancient times. 
    Justify this statement with suitable arguments. 
 
2. क्या यह संिव है कक महािारत का एक ही रचनयता था ? चचाि कीजजए |                    3                                 
  Discuss whether the Mahabharata could have been the work of a single author. 
3. उन साक्ष्यों की चचाि कीजजए जो यह दर्ािते हैं कक बंधतु्व और वववाह संबंधी ब्राह्मर्ीय ननयमों का  
  सवित्र अनसुरर् नहीं होता था |                                                        3                             
  Discus the evidence that suggest that Brahmanical prescriptions about kinship and 
  marriage were not universally followed .  
4.    वैष्र्ववाद और र्ैववाद के उदय से जुड़ी वास्तुकला और मूनत िकला के ववकासकी चचाि कीजजए |                           
    Discuss the development in sculpture and architecture associated with the rise of  
    Vaishnavism and Shaivism. 
 
   08 MARKS QUESTIONS 

प्रश्न 1.  महािारत काल की राजनीनतक एवं धाभमिक जीवन की प्रमुख ववर्षेताओं को भलखें |        8 
       
     Write main features of the political and religious life of the Mahabharata period. 
 
 प्रश्न 2. बी. बी. लाल के नेततृ्व में 1952 हजस्तनापुर के उत्खनन से महािारत के ववषय में क्या 

जानकारी भमलती है?   उदाहरर् सहहत स्पष्ट कीजजए| 

 What information we got by the excavation of Hastinapur in 1952 under 
B.B.Lal? Justify with suitable examples 
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Chapter4. विचारक, विश्िास और इमारतें / THINKERS,BELIEFS AND BUILDINGS 

1 Describe similarities between Jainism and Buddhism? 
 जैन धर्म तथा बौध धर्म की सर्ानताओ का वर्मन कीजजए. 

(i)  Founder of both the religions were Kshatriya Prince. Both of them 
left their houses and meditated a lot. In this was they both were 
enlightened. 

(ii) Both the religions emerged in the form of reaction of Hinduism. 
Both Mahavira and Buddha opposed prevailing evils of Hinduism. 

(iii) Both the religions gave stress on non-violence. According to them, 
giving physical or mental pain to any living being is a sin. 

(iv) Both the religions denounced caste system. According to them, no 
one is inferior or superior on the basis of caste. 

3 

2 Why do you think women and men joined the Sangha? 
आपके अनुसार स्त्री और पुरुष संघ र्ें क्यो जाते थे ? 
The man and women probably went to the Sanghas due to the following 
reasons: 

(i) They wanted to remain away from the worldly pleasures. 
(ii) The life in the Sanghas was simple and disciplined. 
(iii) They could deeply study the Buddhist philosophy by staying in the 

Sanghas. 
(iv) Many people entered the Sanghas to become teachers of Dhamma 

and respected women who had attained liberation. 

3 

3 Describe the main features of temple architecture in early India? 
आरजभिक काल र्ें िारत के र्ंदिर स्त्थापत्य कला के ववशषेताओ का वर्मन कीजजए. 

1. The temple comes into existence almost at the same time when the 
stupas were developed at Sanchi. 

2. The early temples were the form of a small square room which was 
called the Garbhagriha.  

3. It had a single door way through which the worshippers entered the 
temple to worship the images of gods and goddesses. 

4. A tall structure was gradually built over the central shrine. It was called 
as Shikhara. 

3 
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5. The walls of the temples were often decorated with beautiful sculptures. 
4 What are the four eternal truths according to the Buddhism? 

 त्ररवपट्क क्या हैं ? प्रत्येक को संक्षेप र्ें ललखे.  
Buddha used to give teaching through debates and discussion   
Tripitaka: Three pitakas are included in Tripitaka – Vinay Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka 
and Abhidhamma Pitaka. 

(i) VinayPitaka is the collection of rules and regulations for those who 
joined the Sangha or monastic order. 

(ii) Buddha’s teachings were included in Sutta Pitaka. 
(iii) Philosophical matters are dealt in Abhidhamma Pitaka. 

Each Pitakas consists of many individual texts. Later on Buddhist 
scholars wrote commentaries on these texts. 

3 

5    What were the main reasons of the development of Jainism and 
Buddhism? 
 जैन धर्म तथा बौध धर्म के ववकास के क्या कारर् थे? 
1   Jainism and Buddhism both were originated in sixth century BCE. Both 
religions were originated at the time when society was completely under the 
influence of Brahmanas. Sacrifices were very expensive and necessary. Vedic 
religion has lost its simple form. At this difficult moment, Mahavira Swami and 
Mahatma Buddha showed humanity the actual path of religion. In short, 
Buddhism and Jainism were originated due to following reasons.  

(i) Complexity in Hindusim. 
(ii) Caste system and Untouchability in Hindu or Vedic religion. 
(iii) Selfishness of Brahmanas. 
(iv) Difficult language like Sanskrit in Vedic religion.  
(v) Expensive Sacrifices in Hindu religions. 
(vi) Belief in Tantra-Mantra by Hinduism. 
(vii) Birth of Great Thinkers like Mahatma Buddha and Mahavira Swami. 

3 
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Chapter 5   यात्रियों के नज़ररए से / THROUGH THE EYES OF  TRAVELLERS 
1 What does AL-Beruni write about the administration of justice in India?    

  
िारत र्े न्याय - प्रशासन के बारे र्े अल -त्रबरुनी क्या ललखते  है ? 

Ans. 
- Administration of Justice in India was as follows 
- Crude and primitive in many ways - but also liberal and humane. 
- Written complaints, cases were decided on the testimony of witnesses. 
- Criminal Law was mild. 
- Brahmanas were exempted from taxation and capital punishment. 

3 

2   Explain  the social condition of India as described by Al-biruni in the 12th 
century.   
12वीं शताब्िी र्े अल -त्रबरुनी द्वारा वर्र्मत िारत की सार्ाजजक जस्त्थततको स्त्पष्ट क रें।  

Ans.    Social Condition of India. 
- Child marriage. 
- Widows were not allowed to remarry. 
- Practice of Sati was in vogue. 
- Uncultured people were polytheists, but the cultured classes' believed in 
one god. 

- No one popular Religion of India at that time. 
- About 42 religions in the country. 
Hinduism was divided into number of sects. 

3 

3  Why does Ibn-Battuta think that the postal system in India was efficient? (3) 

इब्नबतूता भारत में डाक व्यवस्था को कुशल क्यों मानता था? 

Ans 1: Ibn Battuta was amazed by the efficiency of the postal system which allowed the 
merchants to not only send information and remit credit across long distances but also to 
dispatch good required at short notice. The postal system was so efficient that while it took 
fifty days to reach Delhi from Sind, the news reports of spies would reach the sultan 
through postal system just in few days 

3 

4  According to Bernier, What were the evils-effects of the crown 
ownership of land?   
बतनमयर के अनुसार, बािशाह के िूस्त्वालर्त्व की बुराइयों का क्या प्रिाव पड रहा था ? 
Ans.4 (1) Absence of ownership of land, landholders could not pass on 
their land to theirchildren. Thus they didn’t take any interest in increasing 
production.  

3 
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(2) It prevented the emergence of the “improving” landlords. 
(3) It led to the ruination of agriculture. 
(4) It brought a continuous decline in the living standard of all sections of 
society. 
(5) It led to the excessive oppression of the peasantry. 

5 Q. 3 “Ibn Battuta found Delhi as a city full of exciting opportunities.” 
Support your answer with evidences given by him.     (8) 
 “इब्न बतूता ने दिल्ली को रोर्ांचक अवसरों स ेिरा शहर पाया।” उसके द्वारा दिए गए 
सबूतों के साथ अपने उत्तर का सर्थमन करें। 
Answer: 
Ibn Battuta arrived at Delhi in the 14th century. His description regarding 
Indian cities was very informative 
and helpful to understand the lifestyle of Indians. 
He described Indian cities in the following ways: 
Indian cities were densely populated and prosperous although 
sometimes these were affected by the wars. 
Most cities had crowded streets and bright colourful markets with a 
wide variety of commodities.Delhi with its vast population became the 
largest city in India. Daulatabad was no less, easily rivaled Delhi in 
size. 
The rampart round the city was widely expanded. Inside the rampart, 
there were houses for the night sentry, gate keepers and store houses. 

3 
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Chapter 6. भक्तत- सफ़ूी परंपराएँ / BHAKTI SUFI TRADITIONS 

1  Who were Lingayat?  
 ललगंायत कौन थे? 
The followers of Karnataka saint, Basavanna  
Woshipping lord Shiva in the form of Linga 

3 

2 Who were Alvars and Nayanars? Briefly describe their activities 
अलवर और नयनार कौन थे? उनकी गततववधधयों का सकं्षक्षप्त वववरर् िे।  
Alvars:- Saints devotees of Vishnu 

Nayanars:- saints devotees of Shiva 
Activities:- travelled place to place, hymns in praise of respective gods in 
local language Opposed castism and dominance of Brahamanas, etc. 

3 

3 Explain the importance of the Chisti Silsila in the context of Sufism in the 
Indian subcontinent. 
िारतीय उपर्हाद्वीप रे् सफूी परंपरा के धचश्ती लसललसले के र्हत्व पर प्रकाश डाललए।  
 
The most influential Sufi Silsila as successfully adapted to the local environment 
and  several Indian traditions 
Khanqah was the center of social life 
Assimilation of local traditions like bowing, offering water yogic exercise etc 
Dargah became the center of devotion 
Used music & dance including mystical chants & quawallis to evoke divine 
ecstacy 
Composed in Hindavi & Dakhani  
Distance from worldly power 
Grants and donation spent on immediate requirements like food,clothes , rituals 
etc. 

3 

4 Describe the teachings of Kabir.                                                         
कबीर की लशक्षाओ का वर्मन करे।  
 Monotheism, 
 Importance of guru, 
 Against caste and religious differences, 
 Opposed idolatry, 
 Emphasized on brotherhood,  
Fellow feeling and grihastha 

3 

5 What were the similarities and differences between the be-sharia and ba-sharia. 
बे शररया और बा शररया के बीच क्या सर्ानताए और अतंर थे? 

3 
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BA sharia followed sharia 
Be sharia do not followed sharia. 
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CHAPTER-7 

एक साम्राज्य की राजधानी : विजयनगर / AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL : VIJAYANAGAR
 

 
1. Who was colin-mackenzie? What sources he used to brought in light the ruins of 
Hampi?                                                                       3 
कॉलिन मकें जी कौन थे? हम्पी के अवशषेों को प्रकाश में िाने के लिए उन्होंने ककन स्रोतों का प्रयोग ककया? 
 
2. How and when were the ruins of Hampi brought to light? Explain briefly.     3 
   कैसे ओर कब हम्पी के अवशषेों को प्रकाश में िाया गया व्याख्या कीजजए | 
 
3. What was Mahanavami-Dibba in the Royal centre? It was a place of showing of 
power and prestige of the king of Vijayanagara. Comment.              3 
 महानवमी डिब्बा क्या था ? ववजयनगर शासको के लिए यह शजक्त व प्रततष्ठा दशााने का एक माध्यम था 
टिपण्णी करें  
 
4. Describe the water resources of the Vijayanagara. Why were the water resources of 
the Vijayanagara empire developed? Give reasons.                             3 
 ववजयनगर साम्राज्य के जि संसाधनों का वणान कीजजए ववजयनगर साम्राज्य में जि संसाधनों का ववकास 
क्यों ककया गया कारण बताइए | 
 
5. “Vijayanagara was characterized by a distinct building style”. Support this statement 
with the sacred architectural examples of Vijayanagara.                         3 
    ववजयनगर साम्राज्य की अपनी स्थापत्य शैिी थी इस कथन के समथान में उद्धरण प्रस्तुत करें|  
 
6. “The Amara-Nayaka system was the major innovation of the Vijayanagara empire”. 
Elaborate.  
साम्राज्य का एक महत्वपुणा आववष्कार था  ववस्तारपूवाक समझाइए   8 
 
7. Describe the foreign accounts about the fortification of Vijayanagara Empire. 8 
  ववजयनगर साम्राज्य के दगुीकरण को ववदेशी स्रोतों के आधार पर वर्णात करें  
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MARKING SCHEME 

CHAPTER-7 एक साम्राज्य की राजधानी : विजयनगर / AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL : VIJAYANAGAR  

1. The ruins at Hampi were brought to light in 1800 by an engineer and antiquarian colonel 
Colin Mackenzie. 
Colin Mackenzie was an employee of East India Company. He prepared the first survey map of 
the Hampi. 
2. The ruins at Hampi were brought to light in 1800 by an engineer and antiquarian colonel 
Colin Mackenzie.Colin Mackenzie was an employee of East India Company. He prepared the first 
survey map of the Hampi. Colin Mackenzie’s source of information about Hampi was – 

>Memories of priests of the Virupaksha temple and the shrine of Pampadevi. 
>Inscriptions found the Hampi. 
>Accounts of foreign travelers. 
>literature written in Telgu, Kannada, Tamil and Sanskrit language. 

3. Mahanavmai dibba-  
>Mahanavami dibba was a  massive plateform. 
> it was located on one of the highest point in the city(Hampi). 
>Various rituals were performed on the Mahanavami dibba which is associated with the 
Mahanavami e.g. Dusehra( in north India) , Durga Puja (in Bengal) and navaratri. 
>Vijayanagara kings displayed their prestige, power,and suzerainty on this occasion. 
>various ceremonies performed on this occasion were – worship of the image, worship of 
the state horse, sacrifice of the buffaloes and other animals. Dances, wrestling matches 
etc. 
>On the last day of the festival king inspected his army and the armies of his nayakas . 
>On this occasion the nayakas brought rich gifts for the king as well as the stipulated 
tribute. 

4. Water supply 
>There were natural and man made water resources in the Vijayanagara empire. 
>This is one of the most Arid-zones of the peninsula. So it required different resources to 
fulfill their water needs. 
>Tungabhadra river was the natural water resource. it formed a natural basin in which 
Vijayanagara was fallen. 
> vijayanagara was surrounded by the granite hills . a number of streams flow down to 
the river(Tungabhadra) from these granite hills. 
>Reservoirs were also made on the rivers to fulfill the water needs of the Vijayanagara. 
>Tanks were also made by the rulers of Vijayanagara to store the rainwater e.g. 
Kamalapuram tank was made in 15th century by the vijayanagara rulers. 
>Canals were built by the rulers of vijayanagara . e.g. Hiriya canal which drew water from 
a dam across the Tungabhadra. 
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These water sources were used for irrigation and drinking water. 
5.   > Audience hall 
     >Mahanavmi dibba 
     >Lotus temple  
     >Hajara ram temple 
6.  

>The Amara-Nayaka system was a major political innovation of the Vijayanagara empire. 
Many features of this system was taken from the ‘Iqta-System’ of the Delhi-sultanate. 
>Amara-Nayakas were military commanders. They govern the territories given by the raya. 
>They collected taxes and other dues from the peasants, craftpersons and traders in the 
area. 
>They retained(keep) part of revenue for personal use and maintaining army. 
>some revenue was used for the maintenance of temples and irrigation works. 
>Amaranayaka supported rayas with their armies in the warfare. 
>The Amara-nayakas sent tribute to the king annually and personally appeared in the 
royal court with gifts to express their loyalty. 
>Rayas could transfer the Amara-nayakas and asserted their control over them. 
>in the 17th century many of these nayakas established their independent kingdoms. This 
speed-up the decline of the Vijayanagara empire. 

7.  
>Foreign travelers like ‘Abdur-Razzaq’ and ‘Domingo Paes’ provides us various account on 
fortification,roads and architecture of Vijayanagara. 
>Abdur Razzaq an ambassador of Persia mentioned seven lines of forts by which he was 
very impressed. These lines encircled not only the city but also its agricultural field and 
forests. 
>The outermost wall linked the hills surrounding the city. 
>The massive masonry construction was slightly tapered. No mortar or cementing agent 
was used anywhere in the construction. Stone blocks were wedge shaped which held 
them in place. 
>According to Abdur Razzaq between the first, second and third walls there are cultivated 
fields, gardens and houses. 
>Domindo paes observed that from the first circle to the city there was a great distance. 
In between there were rice fields, gardens and much water. 
>royal centre was surrounded by a line of fortification. 
> Inner-core of the ruban complex was also surrounded by a line of fortification. 

       Fortification provided security in the time of warfar 
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CHAPTER- 8 ककसान ज़मीींदार और राज्य / PEASENT, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE 

 
1. Describe the condition of an average peasant of North India during the 17th century.   3 
   17वीं सदी में उत्तर भारतीय कृषक समाज की दशा का वणान कीजजएI 
 
2. Describe the results of India’s overseas trade under the Mughals.                    3 
    मगुिों के तहत ववदेशी व्यापर के पररणामो का वणान कीजजए I 
 
3. Describe irrigation technology and type of crops in the Mughal time.          3 
    मग़ुि काि में लसचंाई तकनीक व फसिो के प्रकारों को वर्णात कीजजएI  
 
4. Examine the role of panchayat as the main constitute of the Mughal village.         3 
    पचंायत की भलूमका का परीक्षण मग़ुि गााँव के मखु्य अगं के रूप में कीजजए I 
 
5. “Revenue was the economic mainstay of the Mughal-Empire”.Explain the statement in the                 
   context of agriculture and trade.                                                     3 
   राजस्व मग़ुि-साम्राज्य का मखु्य आर्थाक आधार था I कृवष तथा व्यापार के सन्दभा में कथन की व्याख्या करेंI  
 
6. Women played important role in the agrarian society during Mughal period.   8 
   मग़ुि काि के दौरान मटहिाओ ने कृवष में महतवपणूा भलूमका तनभायी ,व्याख्या करें 
 
7. ‘Ain-I Akbari’ is the extraordinary document of its time. Explain.          8    
‘आइन –ए अकबरी ‘ अपने समय का अतत उत्तम दस्तावेज है,  व्याख्या करें 
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ANSWER  CHAPTER-8 ककसान ज़मीींदार और राज्य / PEASENT,ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  

1. Sources of the seventeenth century refer to two kinds of peasants- 
 KHUD-KASTHA- These were the residents of the village in which they held their lands.  
 PAHI-KASTHA- These were the non-resident cultivators who belonged to some other village, but 

cultivated lands elsewhere on a contractual basis. 
 Seldom did the average peasant of north India possess more than a pair of bullocks and two 

plough. peasant who possess 6 acre land in Gujarat considered rich, in Bengal who possess 5 
acre considered rich and 10 acre would make one a rich Asami.               

2. 
 Mughal empire was among the large empires that controlled power and resources during the 

sixteen and seventeen century. 
 These empires were Ming(china), safavid(Iran) and Ottoman(turky). 
 The political stability of these empires helped to create a vibrant trade network from china to 

Mediterranean sea. 
 This trade network helped to expand the overseas trade of India. 
 Expanding trade with Europe brought in huge amount of silver bullion into Asia and India to pay 

for goods procured from India. 
 This was good for India as India did not have natural resources of silver. 
 Availability of silver facilitated the minting of coins and the circulation of money in the economy. 
 It also make possible to extract taxes and revenue in cash by the Mughal state. 
 Italian traveller, Giovanni Careri provides account about the way silver travelled to India.  

  3. 
 Natural – Mansoon  
 Artificial- canals 
 Though agriculture was labour intensive, peasants did use technologies. Wooden plough with iron 

tip was used. A drill was used to plant seeds, but the broadcasting of seed was the most 
prevalent method. Hoeing and weeding were done simultaneously by using a narrow blade with a 
small wooden handle. 

  4. 
 The village panchayat was an assembly of elders. The panchayat was headed by a headman 

known as muqaddam or mandal. Headman was chosen through the consensus of the village elders 
, this choice was ratified by the Zamindars.  

 The decisions made by these panchayats were binding on the mebers of the panchayat. 
 The chief function of the headman was to supervise the preparation of village accounts. Headman 

was assisted by the accountant or patwari of the panchayat to prepare village accounts. 
 Welfare activities were carried over by the panchayat at the time of natural calamities(like floods). 

Canals were also made by the panchayats for irrigation facilities.  
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 One important function of the panchayat was to ensure that all the village people should follow the 
caste system. 

 One of the duties of the village headman was to oversee the conduct of the members of the 
village community. 

 Panchayats also had the authority to levy fines and taxes in the villages. 
 Panchayats also had the authority to expel the person from the caste, who violated the rules of 

the caste ststem. 
 Each caste had its ‘jati-panchayat’. These ‘jati-panchayats’ mediated disputes between different 

castes. They decided wether marriages were performed according to the norms. 

Except the matters of criminal justice, the state respected the decisions of ‘jati-panchayat’. 
5. 

 Land Revenue was the economic mainstay of the Mughal Empire. 
 The office of the Diwan was responsible for supervising the fiscal system of the empire. 
 While fixing revenue , the attempts of the state was to maximize its claim. 
 Before fixing tax Mughal state first acquired specific information about land holding and amount of 

production. 
 Revenue arrangements consisted of two stages- first, assessment and then actual collection. ‘Jama’ 

was the amount assessed and ‘Hasil’ was the amount collected. 
 Revenue could be collected in cash and kind. Akbar decreed amil-guzar should strive to make 

cultivators pay in cash, the option in kind was also to be kept open. 
 Both cultivated and cultivable lands were measured in each province. The ‘Ain’ compiled the 

aggregates of such lands during Akbar’s rule. 
 Rulers tried to prepare annual records of the number of cultivators in each village.e.g.Aurangzeb. 

6. Women played very important role in the agrarian society. 

 In agrarian society woman and man had to work shoulder to shoulder in the fields. Men tilled 
and ploughed, while woman sowed, weeded, threshed and winnowed the harvest. 

 Women played very important role in Artisanal tasks such as spinning yarn, shifting and kneading 
clay for pottery and embroidery were among the many aspects of production dependent on female 
labour. 

 Peasant and artisan woman worked not only in the fields, but even went to the houses of their 
employers or market if necessary. 

 Woman as a child bearers were considered important resource in agrarian society.  
 Despite the importance of women in agrarian society, they were controlled by the man. Women 

were kept under strict control by the male member of the family and community. Sometime women 
faced hard(draconian) punishments if they suspected infidelity on the part of women. 

 amongst the landed gentry, women had the right to inherit property. women actively participated in 
the rural land market as sellers of property inherited by them.  

 Hindu and muslim women inherited zamindaris which they can sell or mortgage. 
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             We found examples of Women zamindaris in Bengal and Rajasthan. 
 Women faced so many problems like infidelity of their husband and the neglect of their husband. 

In this regard women protested and sent petitions to the panchayat seeking redress and justice. 
       So we can say  despite control by man , women played important role in the agrarian       
      society. 
7. 

 Ain-I akbari was written by Abul fazl. Ain was the part of a history writing project 
commissioned by the Akbar. Ain-I Akbari is the third part of akbarnama written by Abul fazl. 

 Ain-I Akbari, was organized as a compendium of imperial regulations and a gazetteer of the 
empire. 

 Ain-I Akbari gives detailed accounts of the organization of the court, administration and army, 
the sources of revenue, physical layout of the provinces of Akbar, literary cultural and religious 
traditions of the people. 

 It also provides the information about varied and diverse customs and practices of the empire. 
 Ain-I Akbari is made up of five books. First three books describe the administration. 
 First book, called manzil-abadi  provide detail account on imperial household and its 

maintenance. 
 Second book is called sipah-abadi, it covers the military and civil administration. This book 

includes the notices short biographical sketches of imperial officials, learned men, poets and 
artists. 

 Third book is called mulk-abadi, provides detail account on fiscal system. It provides 
information on revenue rates followed by the “account of the twelve provinces”. 

 After giving detail on suba level Ain provided information on sarkar and pragana level. 
 Mulk-abadi provided detail on agrarian society in north India. 
 Fourth and fifth book deals with the religious, literary and cultural traditions of the people of 

india.  
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CHAPTER- 9 

राजा और विभिन्न ितृ्ाीं् / KINGS AND  CHRONICLES 

1.  How Akbar gain the knowledge of Christianity? Explain.          3 
     अकबर द्वारा इसाईयत की जानकारी कैसे प्राप्त की गई? व्याख्या करें    
2.  Describe the role of woman of the Mughal household.     3 
     मुग़ि मटहिाओं की भूलमका पर चचाा कीजजए I  
3.. What was the ‘principle of kingship’ of the emperor Akbar. Explain.   3 
    सम्राि अकबर का राजत्व लसद्धांत क्या था? व्याख्या कीजजए I 
4. “Abu’l Fazl has described the ideal of Sulh-i-Kul of Akbar as the corner-stone of his  
   enlightened rule”. Justify.               3 
   अबुि फज़ि द्वारा अकबर के सुिह –ए –कुि लसद्धांत की अकबर के शासन की नीव का पत्थर के रूप  
   में व्याख्या की गई I    
5. How do you think that Qandahar remained a bone of contention between the Mughals  
   and the Safavid? Explain.                                             3 
   कंधार मुगिों व सफाववद शासको के बीच वववाद का ववषय रहा | व्याख्या कीजजए |  
6. “The granting of titles to the men of merit was an important aspect of Mughal polity”.          
   Explain.                                                                           8 
  ववद्वान व्यजक्तयों को उपार्ध प्रदान करना मुग़ि राजनीततक व्यवस्था का एक महत्वपूणा अगं था|     
  व्याख्या कीजजए | 
7. What was Mansabdari system? Describe.                                         8 
   मनसबदारी व्यवस्था क्या थी? ववस्तार से बताए I 
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ANSWER  CHAPTER-9 राजा और विभिन्न ितृ्ाीं् / KINGS AND  CHRONICLES  

1 
 Many Europeans came to India in 15th and 16th century and settled down. 
 After consolidation of Mughal empire Akbar wanted to satisfy his religious quest. 
 Het established Ibadadkhana in1575 a  institute for discussion on religious thought.  
 Akbar was very much curious about Christianity. 
 Akbar invited Jesuit priest.  
 The first Jesuit mission reached the Mughal court at Fatehpur Sikri in 1580 and 

stayed for about two years. 
 Jesuits debated about Christianity and its virtues with the Ulama. 
 Jesuit accounts provide detail account on Mughal’s which was based on their 

personal observation and shed light on the character and mind of the emperor. 
 Jesuits assigned places in close proximity to Akbar’s throne. 
 Jesuits accompanied him on his campaigns and tutored his children. 

2. 
 Played role as house wife. 
 Control significant financial resources e.g. Jahanara and Roshanara. 
 Control over resources enabled them to commissioned buildings and gardens. 
 Jahanara participated in various architectural projects of Sahajahan. 
 Woman wrote books e.g. Humayun nama by Gulbadan Begum. 
 Noorjahan played active role in administration with Jahangir.  

 3.  
A DIVINE LIGHT 

 Abu’l Fazl defined the Idea of kingship in the reign of the great emperor Akbar. The 
sources of the idea of kingship found in many chronicles of Mugal court. 

  Abu’l Fazl was inspired by the famous Iranian Sufi, Shihabuddin-Suhrawardi who first 
developed this idea.  

  Abu’l Fazl defined the Idea of kingship as “Farr-I izadi” which means the divine light 
emanating from the God. This divine light is first received by the king who is at the 
higher order of the hierarchy in the administration. 

 After receiving of divine light king transmitted it to his subjects and became the source of 
spiritual guidance for them.   

 Mughal artist began to portray emperors from the 17th century wearing the halo which the 
saw on the European paintings of Christ and the Virgin Mary to symbolize the light of 
God. 

 Because of the kingship theory of Akbar no one could claim the right on throne and 
Akbar secure it for their descendants. 

 It helped in expanding of Mughal empire and made stable the empire. 
4.     
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 A UNIFYING FORCE 
 Mugal empire comprising many ethnic and religious group( Hindus, Jaina,Muslims,) 
 Emperor was the source of peace and stability and stood above all ethnic groups. 
 Emperor ensured the justice and peace among the different ethnic groups. 
 To ensue justice and peace Abu’l Fazl gave the ideal of ‘sulh-I kul’(absolute peace). 
 According to ‘sulh-I kul all sections of the society had freedom of expression but they 

could not undermine the authority of the state. 
 This idea of ‘sulh-I kul’ was implemented through state policies- 

(i)Mugal nobility comprised of many ethnic groups- Iranis, turanis,Afgans, Rajputs 
Daccanis. 
(ii) All of them were given positions and awards on the basis of their service and loyalty 
to the king. 
(iii)Akbar abolished pilgrimage tax in 1563 and Jizya tax in 1564 that were based on 
religious discrimination. 
(iv) All Mughal emperor gave grants to support the building and maintenance of the 
places of worship.  

 5.    
THE SAFAVIDS AND QANDHAR 

 The political and diplomatic relations between Mughals and the neighbouring countries 
was defined by the control of the frontier. 

 Hindukush mountain separated Afghanistan from the regions of Iran and Central Asia. 
 All conquerors had to cross Hindukush to reach north India. 
 A contant aim of Mughal policy to ward off these possible danderby controlling strategic 

outposts like Kabul and Qandhar. 
 Because of this Qandhar was a bone of contention between the Safavids and the 

Mughals. 
 This fortress town had initially in the possession of Humayun, reconquered in 1595 by 

Akbar. 
 Jahangir tried to retain the Qandhar and sent an envoy to the court of Safavid  ruler 

Shah Abbas to retain Qandhar but failed. 
 In 1622 Persian army besieged Qandhar.   

 6.    
TITLES AND GIFTS 
 Grand titles were adopted by the Mughal emperors at the time of coronoation or after a 

victory over an enemy. 
 This was shown in the coins of Mughals. Jahangir issued coins with picture of Noorjahan 

and himself  and their titles. 
 Granting titles to men of merit was an important aspect of Mughal polity. 
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 The title of ‘Asaf khan’ was given to the highest minister. This title was originated from 
the legendary minister of the prophet king Sulaiman(Soloman). 

 The title of Mirza Raja was accorded by Aurangzeb to his two highest-ranking nobles, Jai 
singh and Jaswant singh.  

 Titles could be earned or paid for. 
 ‘Robe of honour’(Khilat) was other award given to the nobles and eminent personalities. 
 Sarapa(“head and foot”) was another gift that was given. It consisted of a tunic, a turban 

and a sash(patka). 
 Jewelled ornaments were often given as gifts by the emperor. 
 ‘Padma Murassa’ (The lotus blossom set with jewels) was given only in exceptional 

circumstances. 
  Courtier offered Nazr(small sum of money) and peshkash(large amount) 
 Titles were the way of identifying the position of nobles. 
 Gifts played important role in improving the relation between rulers. Gifts were regarded 

as a sign of honour and respect. 
 Ambassadors performed the function of negotiating treaties and relationship between 

competing political powers. 
7.     
Mansabdari system 
         Mansabdari system was introduced by the Mughal king Akbar in 1570. The main   
       purpose of introducing the Mansabdari system was to consolidate the mughal rule in   
      India, integration of  their  rule and to stabilize the mughal rule in India. 

 Mansab means rank. All government officers held ranks(Mansab) comprising two numerical 
designations: (i) ZAT – this was an indicator of position in the imperial hierarchy and the 
salary of the Mansabdar.(ii) SAWAR- this indicated the number of horseman he was 
required to maintain in sevvice. 

 Mansabdars of 1000 Zat ranked as nobles(Umara, which is the plural of amir) 
 Mansabdars participated in military campaigns with their armies and also served as the 

officer in provinces. 
 Each military commander recruited, equipped and trained the arm forces of Mughal. 
 Troops maintained the superior horses with an imperial mark (Dagh). 
 Emperor personally reviewed changes in rank, titles and official posting. 
 For noble imperial service was the way acquiring power, wealth and reputation. 
 If a person wanted to join the service, he requested through nobles and he presented 

‘tajwiz’ to the emperor. 
 If a person found suitable a mansab was granted to him. 
 ‘Mir Bakshi’ presented all candidates for appointment or promotion and issued an order 

bearing his seal and signature. 
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CHAPTER- 10- 
उपनिवेशवाद और देहात / Colonialism and the countryside 

1. What was the other name of Bombay Deccan Revenue system of 1820s . 
Mention the features of it.                               
1820 की बबंई दक्कि राजस्व व्यवस्था को ककस िाम से जािा जाता था ? इसकी ववशषेताएँ 
लिखिए।  
Ryotwari system 
1.It was collected from the ryots directly 
2.Revenue was very high 

 
3 
 
 

2. Explain the two strategies devised by Zamindars of surviving the pressures of 
high revenue demands and possible auction of their lands. 
राजस्व की अत्यधिक मांग और अपिी भ-ूसम्पदा की िीिामी की समस्या से निपटिे के लिए 
जमींदारों िे इि दबावों से उबरिे के लिए कौि सी रणिीनतयाँ अपिाईं । ककनहह ंदो का वणणि कीजजए 
। 
1. Property was transferred to the women. 
2. His agents manipulated the auctions . 

3 

3. Which revenue system was introduced in Bengal ? Explain its main features.  
बगंाि में कौि सी राजस्व व्यवस्था अपिाई गई? इस व्यवस्था की मखु्य ववशषेताएँ दहजजए ।  
Permanent settlement 
1.zamindar was made responsible to collect the revenue from all the villages. 
2.Revenue demand of the state was fixed permanently. 

3 

4. What was the Limitation Law? Why was this considered as a symbol of 
oppression against the Ryot of 19th century? 
पररसीमि काििू क्या था? 19 वीं शताब्दह में यह काििू ककसािों के दमि का प्रतीक ककस प्रकार 
बि गया ? 
The limitations Law was passed in 1859. 
According to it the signed loan  papers between Ryot and the money lenders were 
valid for only three years so that the interest may not be accumulated. But 
moneylenders got a new loan paper from ryot  after every 3 years. In it, the 
interest was included in the principal amount.An interest was again charged on this 
amount. 

3 

5. Who was Buchanan? What was his contribution to india. 
बकुिि कौि था? उिका भारत को क्या योगदाि था? 
Francis Buchanan was a physician who came to India and served in the Bengal 
medical service from 1794 to 1815. 
1.He undertook detailed survey in the Bengal presidency because he was 
requested by the government of Bengal to do so. 
2. During his survey he found certain areas full of minerals. He found small 
grained granite with reddish feldspar with quartzs and black mica. Further, he also 
found grained granite with yellowish feldspar,whitish quartz and black mica. 

3 
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6. Discuss the ideas  of  David Recardo regarding land revenue.  
भ ूराजस्व के सबंिं में डवेवड ररकाडो  के ववचारों का वणणि कीजजए  . 
According to Ricardian  ideas,  a landowner should have a claim only to the 
"average rent" that prevailed at a given time.When the land yielded more than this 
'average rent", the landowner had a surplus that the state need to tax.If tax was 
not levied, cultivators likely to return into rentiers, and their surplus income was 
unlikely to be productively invested in the improvement of the land. 

3 

7. What was the impact of American civil war on the Indian Cotton industry . 
भारतीय कपास उद्योग पर अमरहकी गहृ यदु्ध का क्या प्रभाव पड़ा? 
1.The riots found ID and access of limitless credit. 
2. The real god rupees hundred as advance for every acre of cotton the planted. 
3. The sahukars  were eager to give long term loans to ryots. 
4. The boom in cotton did not benefit all the ryots. While the rich peasants 
gained,a majority of them went under heavier debt. 
5. Prices of cotton working down 
6.The sahukars stopped their business and refused to give advances to 
peasants.Now they began concentrating on recovery of loans. 

8 

8. Critically examine the Deccan Riots Commission Report. 
दक्कि  दंगा आयोग की ररपोटण का आिोचिात्मक मलूयांकि कीजजए  । 
1. Bombay government did not take it seriously. 
2.The Bombay government to set up a commission to find out causes of the revolt. 
3. The commission investigated in riot affected districts. 
4. Collected statical data on revenue rates prices ,rates of different regions and 
even collected reports of the district collectors. 
5. The commission prepared a report and produced it to the British parliament in 
1878. 

8 

   



                                                                KVS  ZIET CHANDIGARH  
 

Chapter 11 
ववद्रोहह और राज / Rebels and the Raj 

 
1. 

Who was the Governor General to introduce Subsidiary Alliance in 
India? Write its main provisions. 
भारत में सहायक सधंि ककस गविणर जिरि के द्वारा िाग ूकी गई थी ? 
Lord Wellesley 
1. Treaty and war with the permission f the British. 
2. A resident would be kept in the state of the Indian  a ruler. 
3. Army would  be kept  the expences of  the Indians. 

3 

 2. Mention the vision of unity among Hindu and Muslims in 1857. 
1857 में हहनद ूमजुस्िम एकता की कलपिा का वणणि कीजजए  ।  
1. Appealed to all sections of population irrrespective of their cast and 
creed. 
2. Proclamations were made by Muslim Princes. 
3. To fight under the standards of both muhammad and mahavir. 

3 

3. Examine how Lord Dalhousie’s policy of annexation created 
dissatisfaction amongst the people of Awadh. 
िॉडण डिहौजी की वविय की िीनत िे अवि के िोगों में ककस प्रकार असतंोष उत्पनि 
ककया? मलूयांकि कीजजए।  
1. Nawab wajid ali shah was dethroned and exiled. 
2. People became unemployed 
3.emotional upheaval was aggravated. 

3 

4. “The relationship of the sepoys with the superior white officers 
underwent a significant change in the years preceding the uprising 
of 1857.” Support the statement with examples. 
“1857 से पवूण भारतीय लसपाहहयों के अगें्रज़ अधिकाररयों के साथ सम्बनिों में 
अत्यधिक पररवतणि आया।“ उदाहरण देकर तथ्य की पजुटट कीजजए।  
1. Developed a sense of superiority 
2.Abuses and physical violence became common. 
3. Trust was replaced by suspicion. 

3 

5. “Rumors and prophecies played a part in moving the people into 
action during the Revolt of 1857.” Examine the statement with 
rumors and reasons for its belief. 
“अफवाहों और भववटयवाखणयों िे 1857 के ववद्रोह में िोगों को भाग िेिे के लिए 
प्रोत्साहहत ककया।“ िोग इि अफवाहों में ववश्वास क्यों कर रहे थे? 
1. Due to the fear and suspicion. 
2. Reformation of the society. 
3. English Education ( spread of western education) 

3 

6. Examine the repressive measures adopted by British to subdue the 
rebels of 1857. 
1857 के ववद्रोह को दबािे के लिए अगं्रजेों के कौि स ेदमिकारह कदम उठाए।  

3 
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1.The British passed a series of laws. 
2. Whole North India was put under martial law. 
3.ordinary Britons were given the power of law and trial. 

7. Examine the visual representations of the revolt of 1857 that 
provoked a range of different emotions and reactions. 
1857   
1. Relief of Lucknow 
2 .In Memoriam 
3. Miss Wheeler 
With these paintings Shock and anger spread, demands of retribution 
grew very strongly. 

8 

8. “A chain of grievances in Awadh  linked the prince,  taluqdars, 
peasants and sepoys  to join hands in the revolt of 1857 against 
the British”. Examine the statement. 
1. Displacement of wajid Ali Shah 
2. Dispossed the taluqdars 
3. Peasants were over assessed. 
4. The resistance was intense and long lasting. 
So all the sections joined hands. 

8 
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Chapter -12 
औपनिवेलशक शहर / Colonial Cities 

1. Analyse how did  the introduction of the railways by the British prove 
advantageous for Indians in the late 19th century. 
1.Railway colonies were established. 
2.Railway towns like Jamalpur,Waltair and Bareilly developed. 
3. Economic activities gradually shifted from traditional towns. 

3 

2. Name the region where the Lottery  Committee initiated town planning 
during 18thcentury.  Mention any two features of it. 
Calcutta 
1. Funds for town improvement were raised through public lotteries. 
2. Made a new map of the city. 
3. Cleaning of Calcutta and road building. 

3 

3. How did changes occur in building pattern of colonial cities after the revolt 
of 1857? Cite two examples. 
1. They wanted to live in more secure and segregated enclaves. 
2. Set up urban spaces called civil lines. 
3. Developement of White Towns. 

3 

4. How  were the towns   often defined in opposition to rural areas during 
pre-colonial times? Give any three points of difference. 
1.Towns represented specific cultures and economic activities. In villages 
people cultivated land, reared animals. 
2. Artisans ,traders, administrators and rulers lived in towns.So they 
dominated rural people who were mostly peasants and milkmen. 

3 

5. What Buildings and Architectural Styles of the new cities tell us about? 
About power, superiority and wealth. 

3 

6. What kinds of changes were experienced by the women of the new cities? 
1. women became writers. 
2. Fear of chage of patriarchal norms in mind of males. 
3. Even reformers wanted them to keep in the houses. 
4. Social censure on outgoing women. 

3 

7. “Architecture and buildings reflect the aesthetic ideals, express the vision 
and the power of those who built them.” Justify the statement by 
interpreting the architectural  styles. 
1. Neo- classical- geometrical structures, lofty pillars, Town Hall in Bombay. 
2.Neo Gothic- high pitched roofs, pointed arches and detailed decoration, 
Secretariat, University of Bombay, V.T. 
3.Indo Sarasenic style--domes, chhatris, jalis, arches, Hotel Tajmahal. 

8 

8 “Madras developed by incorporating innumerable surrounding villages and 
by creating opportunities and spaces for a variety of communities.” 

8 
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Strengthen the statement by providing evidences. 
1.Telugu komatis 
2. Paraiyars and Vanniyars 
3.Chintadripet 
4.Washermanpet 
5. Royapuram 
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HOTS CLASS XII HISTORY  

Chapter – 13 TO 15 

(3 & 8 Marks) 

 13 Mahatma Gandhi and the Nationalist Movement 
                        14 Understanding Partition                        
                        15 Framing the Constitution 
  
 

Q NO. QUESTIONS MARKS 

1. Why did the salt law become an important issue of struggle? 

नमक सत्याग्रह का मह्तत्तव बताइए . 
3 

2. State the significance of Gandhiji speech at BHU. 

गााँधीजी के बी.एच.य ुभाषण का महत्तव बताइए. 
3 

3. Why did some people think of partition as a very sudden development? 

कुछ लोगों न ेववभाजन को बहुत अचानक हुई घटना क्यों माना? 

3 

4. How was the term Minority defined by different groups?  

ववभभन्न समूहों द्वारा अल्पसंख्यक शब्द को कैसे पररभावषत ककया गया? 

3 

5. What were the arguments in favour of greater power to the provinces? 

प्ांतों को अधधक शक्क्त देने के पक्ष में क्या तकक  थे? 

3 

6. What was the ‘language controversy, before the Constitution Assembly and how 

did it seek to resolve the controversy? 

सवंवधान सभा के समझ भाषा वववाद क्या था ? इसने इस वववाद को कैसे हल ककया 
था? 

8 

7. Examine the strengths and limitations of Oral History? How Have oral history 

techniques furthered our understanding of partition? 

मौखिक इततहास की ताकत और सीमाओं की जांच करें? मौखिक इततहास 
तकनीकों ने ववभाजन की हमारी समझ को कैसे आगे बढाया है? 

8. 
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 ANSWERS  

1. 1) Civil disobedience movement launched on March 12, 1930 with 78 followers. 

2) Salt law was broken. It had far reaching effect on the country because salt was important 

for every people either rich or poor. 

3) During salt march every day thousands people came to listen Gandhi. 

4) On 6th April 1930 when salt law was broken it was the beginning of Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

3 

2. 1) In his BHU speech in 1916 M. K. Gandhi charged the Indian elite with a lack of concern 

for laboring poor people like peasants. 

2) According to him for nation building the good condition of farmer is necessary 

3)  Address in BHU content was related to common people 

 

3. Some people think that partition of India in 1947 was a sudden development. ... They could 

not think of their future in an independent country called Pakistan. Many people had 

migrated to the new country with the hope that they would soon come back to India as soon 

as the situation improved. 

 

4. 1. N.G.Ranga argued the term minorities be interpreted in economic terms. 

2. Some considered that the real minorities were the masses of our country who were so 

depressed and suppressed. 

3. Singh spoke eloquently on the need to protect the tribes. 

3 

5. K.Santharam, a member from the Madras defended the rights of the states in the Constituent 

Assembly. He emphasized the need to strengthen the states. He was not in favour of vesting 

more powers with the Centre. 

3 

6. 1. Language Controversy: 

       Hindustani (Hindi+Urdu) started getting separate due to communal parties. 

Language became politicized for communal identity. 

R.V. Dhulkar supported Hindi to be made language of the Constitution.  
It created a furore (debate) in the Constituent Assembly which was mediated by          
     Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru.  

 Solutions: 

Proceeded slow to make Hindi as the National Language.  

Some supported official work to be continued for 15 years in English. 
After implementation of the Constitution and Provinces to choose regional language 
for daily work.  

Constituent Assembly: i. Hindi – Not National Language. 
ii. But not Rajbhasha 

 

8 

7. Strength: 1. Help to understand the problems faced by ordinary people 

2. Help to grasp experiences and memories in detail  

3. Enable historians to write vivid accounts of what people experienced. 

 

Limitations: 1. Lacks of concrete details and chronology 

2.May be biased 

3.Not Authentic  

8 

 

 


