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Gist of the chapter-

* Chandragupta Maurya was the first ruler of Mauryan dynasty. It was established about 2300
years ago by him, with the help of Chanakya. Many of his ideas were written down in a book called
Arthashastra.

* When people of the same family become kings one after another, their family is known as a
dynasty. Three important rulers of Mauryan dynasty were Chandragupta, Bindusara and Ashoka.

* The important cities of Mauryan empire were capital city Patliputra, Taxila, Ujjain. Merchants,
crafts persons and officials probably lived in these cities.



* The area around patliputra was often under the direct control of emperor. This meant that officials
were appointed to collect taxes from farmers, craftspersons, herders, and traders. Spies were
responsible to keep a watch on the officials

* There were others areas or provinces. Each of these provinces was ruled from provincial capitals
like Taxila and Ujjain. North -west was important for blankets and south India was famous for
gold and precious stone.

» Ashoka was regarded as one of the greatest rulers of India. He was the first ruler who tried to
take out his message to the people through inscriptions. After becoming king, Ashoka aimed to
conquer Kalinga (ancient coastal Orissa)

» He waged a war to annex Kalinga, but became upset after seeing the widespread violence and
bloodshed caused due to war, so he decided to gave up war

* Soon after he adopted the policy of ahimsa and devoted his life towards the service and welfare
of his subjects

* The term dhamma (a Prakrit word) derived from the Sanskrit word dharma which means religious
decree or customs.

« He spread the teachings of dhamma by getting inscriptions and the edicts carved upon rocks,
pillars and caves throughout his empire. Respect for elders, love for the young, path of truth,
religious tolerance charity and non-violence were the basic tenets of it.

* Ashoka sent dhamma mahamattas to different parts of his empire to propagate the principles of
dhamma. Ashoka being greatly concerned about the well being of the people in his empire,
constructed many roads, wells and rest-houses in his empires besides providing free medicines for
both humans and animals. He also built monasteries for bhikshus and bhikshunis.
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Multiple choice questions -

Q. 1 Who founded the Mauryan empire?
a) Ashoka b) Chandragupta Il c) Bindusara d) Chandragupta Maurya

Q.2 Megasthenes was sent to India by

a) Seleucus Nicator b) Alexander c) Bindusara d) Chandragupta Maurya

Q.3 In which of the following occupations were people involved in the Mauryan

empire.
a) merchants b) craftsperson c) officials d) all of these
Q.4 Officials collected from the areas under the direct control of the

Mauryan emperor

a) gold b) silver C) taxes d) food grains



Q. 5 Royal princes often went to the provinces as

a) governors  b) kings c¢) military generals  d) tax collectors
Q. 6 Who introduced the policy of dhamma?
a) Ashoka  b) Chandragupta Il c) Bindusara d) Chandragupta Maurya
Q.7 Who wrote Arthashstra?
a) Ashoka b) Kautilya c) Bindusara d) Megasthanes
Q.8 Read the assertion and reasoning and select the right option
assertion- Ashoka adopted the policy of ahinsa
reason- became upset after seeing the widespread violence and bloodshed caused due
to war, so he decided to give up war
a) Only assertion is right
b) only reasoning is right
C) both are wrong
d) both are right
Q.9 Which of the followings is not matched correctly
a) Chandragupta Maurya - kautilya b) Ashoka- policy of ahinsa
¢) Kalinga-coastal Gujrat d) dhamma - dharma Most of the
Q.10 Buddhism religion is followed by Ashoka?

a) true b) false
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Short answer type guestions-

Q.1 Where was the capital of the Mauryan empire?

Ans) Patalipuram was the capital of the Mauryan empire.

Q.2 Who was Megasthenes?

Ans He was an ambassador who was sent to the court of the Chandragupta
Maurya by the Greece ruler, Seleucus Nicator

Q.3 How did the Kalinga war bring about a change in Ashoka’s attitude towards
war?

Ans After the Kalinga war, Ashoka gave up warfare and he began to follow the
policy of non- violence

Q.4 What is the meaning of dynasty?

Ans When people of the same family become kings one after another, their
family is known as a dynasty

Q.5 Why was the Kalinga war fought?

Ans Kalinga was not a part of the Mauryan empire. He aimed at capturing it and

including it within his empire
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Long answer type guestions

Q.1 Discuss Ashoka’s dhamma in brief

Ans) Ashoka’s dhamma was inspired by teachings of Buddhism. He considered it as his sacred
duty to solve the problems of his subjects by instructing them.He prescribed certain norms for
human behaviour which were based on peace, brotherhood, tolerance, equality and respect. He
spread the teachings of dhamma by getting inscriptions and the edicts carved upon rocks, pillars
and caves throughout his empire. Ashoka sent dhamma mahamattas to different parts of his empire
to propagate the principles of dhamma.

Q.2 What were the means adopted by Ashoka to spread the message of dhamma?
Ans - Ashoka adopted the following means to spread the message of dhamma.

1) He appointed officials known as dhamma mahamattas to go from place to place to preach
dhamma.

2) Ashoka got his ideas and beliefs inscribed on the rocks and pillars in his empire.
3) He had instructed his officials to read out his message to those who could not read them.

4) Ashoka sent many emissaries to spread the ideas of dhamma to other countries such as
Syria, Egypt, Greece and Srilanka.

5) The Ashokan inscriptions were written in prakrit language and brahmi script.
Q.3 What were the problems that Ashoka wanted to solve by introducing dhamma?
Ans -There were a number of problems that Ashoka wanted to resolve by introducing

dhamma:

1) Different people followed different religions. Many times, they fought with each other on
religious issues.

2) Animal sacrifice was a ritual in some religious beliefs

3) Many servants and slaves were ill-treated by their masters



4) Besides, there were frequent quarrels within the families and amongst the neighbours.

Q.4 Why did Ashoka give up war?

Ans - Kalinga was not a part of the Mauryan empire. He aimed at capturing it and including it
within his empire. He fought the Kalinga war in which he emerged victorious. The war had
caused a large number of deaths. He was moved after seeing so much bloodshed and destruction.
Thereafter, he decided to give up warfare and conquer lands through dhamma.

Q.5 Describe the system of administration in the Mauryan empire

Ans - the system of administration in the Mauryan empire
1) The area around patliputra was often under the direct control of emperor.
2) Officials were appointed to collect taxes from farmers, crafts-persons, herders, and traders.
3) Spies were given the responsibility to keep a watch on the officials

4) There rest of the empire was divided into provinces. Each of these provinces was ruled from
provincial capitals like Taxila and Ujjain.

5) The emperor was advised by the members of the royal family and a few senior ministers.
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Gist of the Chapter-

Iron Tools and Agriculture: Iron came into use around 3000 years ago. About 2500 years ago, the
use of iron tools increased. These included axes for clearing forests and expanding land and iron
ploughshare in increasing agricultural production.

Landowners and Labourers: In the Tamil region, large landowners (Vellalar), ordinary ploughmen
(uzhavar), landless labourers including slaves (kadaisiyar and adimai) were amongst the main
community members. In the northern parts of the country, the village headman was known as the
grama bhojaka.

The Earliest Tamil Compositions: Sangam literature was composed 2300 years ago. It was called
as Sangam because it was written and compiled in Assemblies known as Sangams of Poets which
were held in the city of Madurai.

Findings out about Cities: Jatakas were stories composed by ordinary people, but written and
preserved by Buddhist monks. Other kinds of evidence to find out about life in some of the early
cities are sculptors’ carved scenes depicting people’s lives.

Ring wells: (rows of pots or ceramic rings arranged one on top of the other) have been found in
several cities. They were probably used as toilets or drains and garbage dumps.

Punch-marked Coins: Punch-marked coins were generally rectangular or sometimes square or
round in shape, either cut out of metal sheets or made out of flattened metal globules (a small



spherical body). The coins were not inscribed, but were stamped with symbols using dies or
punches. Hence, they are called punch-marked coins.

Cities and its Functions: Mathura was important because it was located on the crossroads of two
major routes of travel and trade from the North-West to the East and from the North to South.
Mathura was also a production centre of fine sculptures.

Shreni: An association of craftspersons and merchants was called ‘shreni’. ‘Shrenis’ provided
training, raw material, etc. They also served as banks.
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Multiple choice questions

1. The use of iron began in the subcontinent around .......... ?

(a) 3000 years ago (b) 2000 years ago
(c) 2500 years ago (d) 1500 years ago

Answer- (a) 3000 years ago
2. Gram bhojaka was a powerful man. He also worked as a...?

(@) Judge (b) Policemen



(c) Councillor (d) Both (a) and (b)
Answer- (d) Both (a) and (b)

3. What was the method of irrigation in ancient time?

(a) Canals (b) Wells

(c) Tanks (d) All of these
Answer- (d) All of these

4. In which region landowners were known as Vellalar?

(a) Maharashtra region (b) Tamil region
(c) North region (d) Central region
Answer- (b) Tamil region

5. Ring wells were used for?

(a) Bathing (b) Washing Cloths
(c) Drainage (d) Irrigation
Answer- (c) Drainage

6. Ploughmen were known as ............... in Tamil.

(a) Uzhavar (b) Kadaisiyar

(c) Adimai (d) Grihapatis

Answer- (a) Uzhavar

7. Punch marked coins were made of...?

(a) Gold (b) Silver

(c) Tin (d) Ivory
Answer- (b) Silver

8. Mathura was an important...?

(a) village (b) port

(c) religious centre (d) forested area
Answer- (c) religious centre

9. Shrenis were associations of...?

(@) rulers (b) crafts persons
(c) farmers (d) herders

Answer- (b) crafts persons



10. What was the Greek name of Bharuch?

(a) Arikamedu (b) Barygaza
(c) Pataliputra (d) Puhar
Answer- (b) Barygaza
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Short answer type guestions-

Q.1 What steps were taken to increase agricultural production?

Answer: Iron tools such as axes and iron ploughshare began to be used. Axes were used for clearing
forests and the ploughshare was useful for increasing agricultural production. Apart from these



new tools, irrigation was also used for this purpose. Irrigation works that were built during this
time included canals, wells, tanks, and artificial lakes.

Q. 2 Who was the grama bhojaka?

Answer: The grama bhojaka was the village headman in the northern part of the country. He was
the largest landowner in the village who kept slaves and hired workers to cultivate the land. He
collected taxes from the village for the king. He also functioned as a judge and sometimes as a
policeman

Q.3 What do you know about Sangam literature?

Answer: Some of the earliest works in Tamil came to be known as Sangam literature. These earliest
works were composed around 2300 years ago. These texts were called Sangam because they were
supposed to have been composed and compiled in assemblies (known as sangams) of poets that
were held in the city of Madurai

Question: What were aqueducts? Why did the Roman emperor build huge aqueducts?

Answer: Aqueducts were huge channels to supply water. The Roman emperor built these
aqueducts to bring water to the city for the baths, fountains and toilets.

Question: Write short note on the Northern Black Polished Ware.

Answer: NBPW is a hard, wheel made, metallic looking ware with a shiny black surface. The
potter used to expose the earthenware to very high temperature in his kiln which resulted in the
blackening of its outer surface. A fine black slip was also applied on this, which gave the pottery
a mirror-like shine.
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Long answer type guestions

Q 1. Briefly discuss the different kinds of people living in villages in the northern part of the
subcontinent.

Answer: Villages in the northern part of the country were mostly inhabited by the village headman,
independent farmers, field workers and craftsman. In the northern part of the country, the village
headman was known as the grama bhojaka. The grama bhojaka was often the largest landowner.
apart from the gramabhojaka, there were other independent farmers, known as grihapatis, most of
whom were smaller landowners. And then there were men and women such as the dasa karmakara,
who did not own land, and had to earn a living working on the fields owned by others. In most
villages there were also some crafts persons such as the blacksmith, potter, carpenter and weaver.

Q 2. Mathura has been an important settlement for more than 2500 years. Explain.
Answer: Many distinctive features made Mathura an important settlement. Some such features are:

« It was located at the cross roads of two major routes of travel and trade — from the northwest to
the east and from north to south.

* There were fortifications around the city, and several shrines.

* Farmers and herders from adjoining areas provided food for people in the city.
» Mathura was also a centre where some extremely fine sculpture was produced.
* Around 2000 years ago Mathura became the second capital of the Kushanas.

* Mathura was also a religious centre — there were Buddhist monasteries, Jaina shrines, and it was
an important centre for the worship of Krishna.

Q. 3.What do you understand about ‘shrenis’? How do these shrenis help to the craft persons and
merchants?

Answer: Many craft persons and merchants now formed associations known as ‘shrenis’. These
shrenis of crafts persons provided training, procured raw material and distributed the finished
product. The merchants of shrenis organized the trade. These shrenis also served as banks where
rich people deposited money and a part of the interest was returned or used to support religious
institutions such as monasteries.

Q. 4. Describe rules for spinning and weaving as mentioned in Arthashastra.
Answer: As per Arthashastra:
* Spinning and weaving could be done in workshops under the supervision of a special official.

» Widows, young women who are differently-abled, nuns, mothers of courtesans, retired women,
servants of the king, or retired people from temple service may be used for processing wool, bark,
cotton, hemp and flax.

* Women who are not permitted to leave their homes can send maidservants to bring the raw
material from the superintendent and take the finished work back to him.



* The activities other than work, was punishable at the workplace.

* If a woman does not complete her work, she will have to pay a fine, and her thumbs can be cut
off, etc.

Q. 5. Explain the main features of Arikamedu settlement.

Answer: e This is located in Pondicherry. Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, this site was a coastal
settlement.

* A massive brick structure, which may have been a warehouse, was found at the site.

* Other finds (of Arikamedu) include pottery from the Mediterranean region, such as amphorae
(tall double-handled jars that contained liquids such as wine or oil)

*Roman lamps, glassware and gems have also been found at the site.
*Small tanks have been found that were probably dyeing vats, used to dye cloth.

*There is plenty of evidence for the making of beads from semi-precious stones and glass.

10. Traders, Kings And Pilgrims
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Gist of the Chapter-

Since time immemorial trade had been one of the economic activities of the people, the world over
.Trade was not limited to the transportation of commaodities but it went beyond this. During this
period ideas and beliefs of people also changed

Command over trade routes led to prosperity of kingdoms which was highly advantageous to their
economy

Trade initiated with the exchange of goods, introduction of currency encouraged trade. In India
trade dates back to Indus Valley civilisation. Harappans had trade links with other civilisations of
the world

Cholas, cheras and pandyas were three important kingdoms, these kingdoms had two centres of
power one inland other on the sea coast Two important town were Kaveripattinam, port of Cholas
and Madhurai, the capital of Pandya rulers

Technique of making silk was invented first in China; it has soft texture, glossy look and rich
colour. Silk fabrics was sent as a gift to the ruler of Iran and West Asia

Pilgrims travelled with caravans of traders, it helped them to travel long distance safely. They used
to halt in caves or monasteries
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Multiple choice questions-




Q 1. South India was famous for gold and spices especially and

a) Pepper and precious stones

b) Millets and precious stones

C) Rice and Cardamom

d) Pepper and Cardamom

ANSWER: a) Pepper and precious stones
Q 2. Roman gold coins have been found in
a) East India

b) South India

C) West India

d) North India

ANSWER: b) South India

Q 3. Some people carried with them the silk , they followed the path that came to be known as
a) Silk Coastal path

b) Silk Route

C) Silk Railways

d) Silk Roadways

ANSWER: b) Silk Route

Q 4. Single minded devotion to one god

a) Bhajan

b) Bhakti

C) Prarthana

d) Pray

ANSWER: b) Bhakti

Q 5. Across the , Where sailors took advantage of the monsoon winds to cross the seas
more quickly

a) Suez Canal and the Panama Nahar

b) Suez Canal and the Bay of Bengal

C) Arabian Sea and the Suez Canal



d) Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal
ANSWER: d) Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal
Q 6. Madurai was the capital of

a) Cholas
b) Pandyas
C) Cheras
d) Chora

ANSWER: b) Pandyas

Q 7. Two Buddhist sects are

a) Mahayanas and Dinayanas

b) Mahayanas and Hinayanas

C) Sahayanas and Dinayanas

d) Sahayanas and Hinayanas
ANSWER: b) Mahayanas and Hinayanas
Q 8. Which is called Black Gold in Roman
a) Black Silk

b) Black Stone

C) Black Pepper

d) Black Coal

ANSWER: c) Black Pepper

Q 9. Bhagavad Gita, a sacred book of the

a) Muslims
b) Hindus
C) Jains

d) Sikhs

ANSWER: b) Hindus

Q 10 Territories set up by an emperor outside his territories known as
a) Captured territories

b) Fort

C) Captures areas



d) Colonies
ANSWER: d) Colonies
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS-

Q.1 Who was Gautamiputra Shri Satakarni? How do we come to know about him?




ANSWER: Gautamiputra Shri Satakarni was the famous ruler of the Satavahana dynasty. We
come to know about him from an inscription composed by his mother. According to this inscription
he and other Satavahana rulers were known as lords of the dakshinapatha, which was used as a
name for the entire southern region. He sent his army to the eastern, western, and southern coasts

Q.2 How did the knowledge of silk spread far and wide?

ANSWER: China was the first country where silk took its birth. Although the country kept the-
methods of making silk a closely guarded secret for a long time, people of other regions ultimately
came to know about them. Some people from China went to distant lands on foot, horseback, and
camels and with them they carried silk.Sometimes, Chinese rulers sent gifts or silk to rulers in Iran
and West Asia. From there the knowledge of silk spread further west.

Q.3 Why was silk so expensive?

ANSWER: Silk had to be brought from China. It was a long journey and the traders had to cross
dangerous roads through mountains and deserts. People living along the route often demanded
payments from the traders for giving them permission to pass through.

Q.4 Write a brief note on the Chinese Buddhist pilgrims.

ANSWER: Fa Xran, Xuan Zang and I-Qing were the famous Chinese Buddhist pilgrims who
came to India to visit places associated with the life of the Buddha. They also visited famous
monasteries. These pilgrims left an account of their journey. They mentioned the dangers that they
had to face on their way to monasteries that they visited. They also mentioned the books that they
carried with them. These pilgrims also carried with them the statues of the Buddha.

Q.5 What was the Bhakti system of belief?

ANSWER: According to the Bhakti system of belief, if a devotee worships the chosen deity with
a pure heart, the deity will appear in the form in which he/she may desire. Therefore, the deity
could be thought of as a human being, lion, tree or any other form. Once this idea gained
acceptance, artists made beautiful images of these deities.
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LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS

Q 1. Describe the development of New Kingdoms along the coasts.
ANSWER: Development of New Kingdoms along the coasts:

1. The southern half of the Indian subcontinent is marked by a long coastline, hills and plateaus,
and river valleys, of which that of the Kaveri is the most fertile.

2. Chiefs and rulers who controlled the river valleys and the coasts became rich and powerful.

3. Sangam poems mention the muvendar. This is a Tamil word meaning three chiefs, used for the
heads of three ruling families, the Cholas, Cheras and Pandyas, who became powerful in south
India around 2300 years ago.

4. Each of the three chiefs had two centres of power: one inland, and one on the coast. Of these six
cities, two were very important: Puhar or Kaveripattinam, the port of the Cholas, and Madurai, the
capital of the Pandyas.

5. The Chiefs (of these new Kingdoms) did not collect regular taxes. Instead, they demanded and
received gifts from their subordinates. They also went on raids, and collected tribute from
neighbouring areas. They kept some of the wealth and distributed the rest amongst their supporters,
including kinsmen, soldiers and poets.

Q.2 Discuss in short the story of the Silk making and Silk Route in your own words.
ANSWER: The Story of the Silk Making and of Silk Route is given below:

* The rich, glossy colours of silk, as well as its smooth texture, make it a highly valued fabric in
most societies.

» Making silk is a complicated process. Raw silk has to be extracted from the cocoons of silk
worms spun into thread and then woven into cloth.

* Techniques of making silk were first invented in China around 7000 years ago.

 While the techniques remained a closely guarded secret for thousands of years, some people from
China who went to distant lands on foot, horseback, and on , camels, carried silk with them. The
paths they followed came to be known as the Silk Route.

* Sometimes, Chinese rulers sent gifts of silk to rulers in Iran and West Asia and from there,
knowledge of silk spread further west.



* Nearly 2000 years ago, wearing silk became the fashion among rulers and wealthy people in
Rome.

Q.3 Describe new developments and the spread of Buddhism dining the Kanishka’s period and
afterwmrds.

ANSWER: 1. The most famous Kushana ruler was Kanishka, who ruled around 1900 years ago.
He organized a Buddhist council, where scholars met and discussed important matters.

2. Ashvaghosha, a poet who composed a biography of the Buddha, the Buddhacharita, lived in
court of Kanishka.

3. A new form of Buddhism, known as Mahayana (the big ship) Buddhism, developed during the
age of Kanishka. This had two distinct features. Earlier, the Buddha’s presence was shown in
sculpture by using certain signs. For example, his attainment of enlightenment was shown by
sculptures of the peepal tree.

4. Now, statues of the Buddha were made. Many’of these were made in Mathura (a city in modern
Uttar Pradesh), while others were made in Taxila (located in modern Pakistan).

5.The second change was a belief in Bodhisattvas. These were supposed to be people who had
attained enlightenment, but instead of giving up worldly existence, they remained in the world to
help other people.

6. The worship of Bodhisattvas became very popular and spread throughout Central Asia, China,
and later to Korea and Japan.

Q .4 Discuss the Quest of the Chinese Pilgrims.
ANSWER: The Quest of the Chinese Pilgrims are as follows:

* As traders and merchants journeyed to distant lands in caravans and ships, pilgrims generally
travelled with them. Several pilgrims from China visited India from time to time.

* The best-known of the Chinese Buddhist pilgrims, is Fa Xian. He came to the subcontinent
about 1600 years ago.

* Another Chinese pilgrim, who is very popular in Indian history is Xuan Zang. He came to the
subcontinent around 1400 years ago.

* The third well-known Chinese pilgrim is I-Qing. He came about 50 years after Xuan Zang (or
nearly 1350 years ago).

* The above referred to all three Chinese pilgrims came to visit places associated with the life of
the Buddha as well as famous monasteries.

* Each of these pilgrims left an account of their journeys of the dangers they encountered on their
travels, which generally took years, of the country and the monasteries that they visited, and the
books they carried back with them.

Q.5 Discuss the returning journey of Fa Xian to his country China from the subcontinent.



ANSWER: « Fa Xian came to India about 1600 years ago during the reign of Chandragupta-Il. He
remained in his court. After several years he returned to China.

* He boarded a ship belonging to some merchants and started off from Bengal. They had hardly
travelled for two days when they were caught in a storm.

 The merchants started throwing their merchandise overboard so as to lighten the load and save
the ship from sinking.

* Fa Xian threw away his meagre personal belongings, but clung to his books and the statues of
the Buddha that he had collected.

« Finally the storm subsided after 13 days. It took him more than 90 days to reach Java, where he
halted for five months, before boarding another merchant ship that took him to China.

Q. 6 Describe new developments and the spread of Buddhism during the Kanishka’s period and
afterwards.

ANSWER:1. The most famous Kushana ruler was Kanishka, who ruled around 1900 years ago.
He organized a Buddhist council, where scholars met and discussed important matters.

2. Ashvaghosha, a poet who composed a biography of the Buddha, the Buddhacharita, lived in
court of Kanishka.

3. A new form of Buddhism, known as Mahayana (the Big ship) Buddhism, developed during the
age of Kanishka. This had two distinct features. Earlier, the Buddha’s presence was shown in
sculpture by using certain signs. For example, his attainment of enlightenment was shown by
sculptures of the peepal tree.

4. Now, statues of the Buddha were made. Many’of these were made in Mathura (a city in modern
Uttar Pradesh), while others were made in Taxila (located in modern Pakistan).

5.The second change was a belief in Bodhisattvas. These were supposed to be people who had
attained enlightenment, but, instead of giving up worldly existence, they remained in the world to
help other people.

6. The worship of Bodhisattvas became very popular and spread throughout Central Asia, China,
and later to Korea and Japan.

7. Buddhism also spread in western and southern India where dozens of caves were built for
monks. Some of these were built by kings and queens, others by merchants and farmers. These
were often built near passes through the Western Ghats. Roads connecting prosperous ports on the
coasts with cities in the Deccan ran through these passes. Traders probably halted in these cave-
monasteries during their travels.
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GIST OF THE LESSON-

« Samudragupta, a famous ruler of a dynasty known as the Guptas. We know about Samudragupta
from a long inscription, actually a poem in Sanskrit, composed by his court poet, Harishena
nearly1700 years ago

* Prashasti, a Sanskrit word, meaning ‘in praise of. The poet praised the king in glowing terms —
as a warrior, as a king who won victories in battle, He is also described as equal to the gods.

* Chandragupta was the first ruler of the Gupta dynasty to adopt the grand title of maharaj-adhiraja,
a title that Samudragupta also used. We know about him from inscriptions and coins

* Harshavardhana, who ruled nearly 1400 years ago, was one such ruler. His court poet,
Banabhatta, wrote his biography, the Harshacharita, in Sanskrit.

* The Pallavas and Chalukyas were the most important ruling dynasties in south India during this
period.

* The kingdom of the Pallavas spread from the region around their capital, Kanchipuram, to the
Kaveri delta, while that of the Chalukyas was centred around the Raichur Doab, between the rivers
Krishna and Tungabhadra.

» The best-known Chalukya ruler was Pulakeshin 1l. We know about him from a prashasti,
composed by his court poet Ravikirti.

* Like earlier rulers, some of these kings maintained a well-organised army, with elephants,
chariots, cavalry and foot soldiers.

* Besides, there were military leaders who provided the king with troops whenever he needed them.
They were not paid regular salaries. Instead, some of them received grants of land. They collected
revenue from the land and used this to maintain soldiers and horses. These men were known as
samantas. Whenever the ruler was weak, samantas tried to become independent.

* The inscriptions of the Pallavas mention a number of local assemblies. These included the sabha,
which was an assembly of brahmin land owners.

* The Chinese pilgrim Fa Xian noticed the plight of those who were treated as untouchables by
the high and mighty. They were expected to live on the outskirts of the city.
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VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIOS-

Q. 1 Who was Samudragupta?

Answer: Samudragupta was a famous ruler of dynasty known as the Guptas around
1700 vyears ago.

Q. 2 Who was the founder of the Gupta dynasty?
Answer: Chandragupta Maurya was the founder of Gupta dynasty.
Q. 3 Name the title which was used by the Gupta dynasty.
Answer: They were known as 9 Maharaj-adhiraja.
Q. 4 Who was Harishena?
Answer: Harishena was a poet and a minister in the court of Samudragupta.
Q. 5 Who was Aryabhata?
Answer: Aryabhata was a famous astronomer and was in the court of Chandragupta II.

Q. 6 Give the name of book written by Banbhatta.



Answer: Banbhatta wrote a famous book called Harshacharita.
Q. 7 Which was the capital of the Pallavas?

Answer: Kanchipuram was the capital of the Pallavas.
Q. 8 What was the Chief judicial officer called?

Answer: He was called maha-danda-nayaka.
Q. 9 What was ‘nagram’?

Answer: ‘Nagram’ was an organization of merchants.
Q. 10 Who was the famous ruler of a dynasty known as Guptas?

(a) Chandragupta

(b) Samudragupta

(c) Ashoka

(d) Siddhartha

Answer: (b) Samudragupta
Q.11 To which language does the term ‘Prashasti’ belong?

(@) English

(b) Hindi

(c) Sanskrit

(d) Tamil

Answer: (c) Sanskrit
Q. 12. Who wrote the biography of Harshavardhana?

(a) Surender Sharma

(b) Amir Khusro

(c) Banbhatta

(d) None of these

Answer: (c) Banbhatta

Q. 13 Which was the capital of Pallavas and Chalukyas?

(a) Kanchipurm

(b) Delhi

(c) Agra

(d) Lucknow



Answer: (a) Kanchipurm

Q. 14 What was the Indian name given to Greeks and Romans?
(@) Yadavs

(b) Yavanas

(c) Javas

(d) All of these

Answer: (b) Yavanas
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS-

Q 1. How does Samudragupta’s prashasti describe him ?
Ans. eIn Samudragupta’s prashasti, the poet praised him in glowing terms.

¢ According to this prashasti, Samudragupta was a great warrior who won victories in battles
and also a learned king and the best of poets.

¢ He was described as equal to the Gods, a brave ruler of the Gupta dynasty.

Q 2. What was the difference between the way in which Samudragupta treated the rulers of
Aryavarta and Dakshinapatha ?

Ans. ® Samudragupta’s policies towards the rulers of Aryavarta were very strict.

e All the nine rulers were brutally defeated and their kingdoms were made a part of
Samudragupta’s empire.

e But so far the ruler of Dakshinapatha were concerned, Samudragupta maintained a
submissive attitude towards them.

* There were twelve rulers who surrendered to Samudragupta after being defeated and he
then allowed all of them to rule again.

Q. 3. What was the condition of ordinary people in the kingdoms. Describe in brief.



Ans ¢ The condition of the ordinary people has been highlighted in the plays and accounts left
by the foreign travelers especially the Chinese pilgrim Fa Xian.

e Kalidasa’s plays throw light on life in the kings court. In his play the king and most Brahmins
are shown speaking Sanskrit while women and men other than the king and Brahmins use
prakrit.

Q 4. Match the following -

COLUMN A COLUMN B
i) Kalidasa a) The court poet of pulakeshin I
ii) Aryabhatta b) The court poet of Samudragupta
iii)  Ravikirti c) A renowned poet during this period
iv) Harisena d) The court poet of Harshavardhana
v)  Banabhatta e) An astronomer

Ans-i) = (c), ii) = (e), iii) = (a), iv) = (b), v)—(d)
Q 5. What changes do you find in the army at this time ?

Ans - ® The kings maintained a well- organized permanent army. It included elephants, chariots,
cavalry and foot soldiers.

* They kept military leaders who provided them with troops whenever they needed them.

* These military leaders were known as samantas . Whenever they found the ruler weak, they
took advantage of the situation and became independent.
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LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS-

Q 1. What do you know about Harshavardhana? Describe the main events of his career.

Ans: « Harshavardhana ruled nearly 1400 years ago . We come to know about him from his
biography, written by his court poet Banabhatta.

*This biography is known as Harshacharita which is in Sanskrit. Another source to know about
him is Xuan Zang’s account which he left behind him.

*Harshavardhana became the ruler of Thanesar after both his father and elder brother died. He
took over the kingdom of Kanauj after his brother-in-law was killed by the ruler of Bengal.

*Harsha led an army against the ruler of Bengal. He got success in the east and conquered both
Magadha and Bengal. But he had to face defeat when he tried to cross the Narmada

Q 2.How were the kingdoms administered during the gupta dynesty?

Ans:- « Like the earlier king, land revenue remained important for the rulers and the village
remained the basic unit of administration. There were some new developments as well.

* Kings adopted a number of steps to win the support of men who were powerful, either
economically , or socially , or because of their political and military strength, Some important
administrative posts were hereditary .

*Sometimes one person held many offices . Important men include the nagarshreshti or chief
banker or merchant of the city, the sarthavaha or leader of the merchant caravans , the prathama-
kulika or the chief craftsmen , and the head of the kayasthas or scribes had a say in local
administration .

*These policies were reasonably effective, but sooner or later , some of these powerful men grew
strong enough to set up independent kingdoms.

Q 3.What were the new administrative arrangements during this period?
Ans:- Following new administrative arrangements were noticed during this period:

*Kings adopted a number of steps to win the support of men who were powerful, either
economically, or socially , or because of political and military strength.

*Some important administrative posts were now hereditary . This means that sons succeeded
fathers to these posts. For example, the poet Harishena was a maha-danda-nayaka, or chief judicial
officer, like his father .

*Sometimes , one person held many offices . For example, besides being a maha-danda-nayak
Harishena was a kumar — amatya , meaning an important minister , and a Sandhi-vigrahika
meaning a minister of war and peace .

*Besides , important men probably had a say in local administration . these included the nagara-
shreshthi or chief banker or merchant of the city, the sarathavaha or leader of the merchant



caravans , the prathama-kulika or the chief craftsman, and the head of the kayasthas or scribes not
to be republished

Q 4.What do you think Arvind would have to do if he was (were) acting as Samudragupta?

Ans:- Arvind would have to do the following things if he was (were) acting as Samudragupta:

. He had to march solemnly in splendid robes, to twirl his moustaches and wield the silver-
paper wrapped sword with gusto.

. He had to sit on the throne and play the veena and recite poetry.

. He had to fight several battles.

. He had to keep and help Harishena, a poet of Sanskrit in his court.

. Any other relevant point.

Q 5. On the outline map of India, locate the following important centers of the Gupta rulers.
Thanesar, Kanauj, Prayaga, Ujjain, Pataliputra.

On the same map shade some areas conquered by Gupta rulers.

12. Buildings, Paintings And Books
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Gist of the chapter-

 The Indian civilization is the oldest in the world. It has work on literature, art and
architecture.

* Literature: World of Books:

(1) In the field of language and literature Indian heritage is unparalleled.

(if) It is not easy to find such a literature in any other language as to match with the
Vedas, the Upanishads, the Puranas, the Mahabharata, the Ramayana and the
Bhagavadgita.

(iii) Further there were the Jatakas, the Tripitakas along with Dipvamsa and Mahavamsa

of the Buddhists, Angas texts of the Jains and the Sangam literature of the Tamils.



* The Puranas

(i) The Puranas were written as early as 1st century BC.

(ii) The Puranas are eighteen in number.

(iii) The important Puranas are the Vayu, Vishnu and the Matsaya Purana. They give us
valuable information about the history of ancient India.

* The Epics:

(1) The two epic - the Ramayana and the Mahabharata - give account of the social,
political and religious features of the people of the Epic Age.

(if) Mahabharata talks about the war between Kaurvas and Pandavas. It was written by a sage,
Vyas. The Bhagavadgita, an important source of knowledge is included in the

Mahabharata.

(iii) The Ramayana written by Valmiki is about Rama who had to fight against Ravana to get his
wife back.

* The Buddhist and Jain Text:

(i) Tripitakas and Jatakas of Buddhism as well as Angas of Jainism give us vital
Information.

(ii) They help in reconstructing the history of ancient India.

* Sanskrit Works:

(i) Good quality of Sanskrit literature was produced from the second century AD to fifth
century AD, especially under the Gupta rulers.

(i) Kalidasa, the greates poet and dramatist enriched the Sanskrit language. His plays
Abhijnana Shakuntalam and Vikramorvashi are gems of Sanskrit literature.

(iii) Some other major authors were Vishkhadatta who wrote Mudra Rakshasa, Amar
Singh who wrote Amarkosha and Shudraka who wrote Mrichhakatikam.
Panchatantra, was also written during this period.

» Tamil Works:

(i) Tamil is the oldest language among the spoken literary languages of South India.
(i1) The earliest trace of Tamil literature is found in Sangam literature.

(ii1) The famous Tamil epic, the Silappadikaram was composed by llango Adigal about 1,800 years
ago.

(iv) Another Tamil epic the Manimekali was written by Sattanar about 1,400 years ago.



* Art and Architechture:

(i) Ancient India achieved wonderful heigths in fine arts.

(i) In the field of architecture, the Great Bath and Sanchi Stupa, in the field of sculpture
Ashoka pillars, in the field of metallurgy the Iron Pillar at Mehrauli are some great
examples.

(i1i) The buildings built thousands of years ago were made of brick and stone. There
durability is proved by the fact that they still stand tall.

» Paintings and Science:

(i) The paintings of this area are foundin Ajanta and Ellora.

(if) They were made of colours derived from plants and animals and were vivid in
description.

(iii) In science, Aryabhatta talked about day and night, eclipses and used circumference of a circle
which is as accurate as the formula used in modern times.
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Very short question answers-

choose the correct option to complete the statement given below
Q. 1 The Iron Pillar situated at..

(a)Junagarh (b) Mehrauli (c)Aihole (d) Ahmedabad

Q. 2 What is height of the iron Pillar?



(@) 12 Mts (b) 7.2 Mts (c) 5.0 Mts (d) 8.2 Mts

Q. 3 Who composed Silappadikaram?

(@) lango

(b) Baanbhatta

(c) Kalidasa

(d) none of above

Q.4 Subject of an epic the Silappadikaram is :

(a) A story of a Kovalan and Madhavi (b) A story of Ram and Sita (c) A story of Pandavas
(d) A story of Krishna

Q.5 Where is Bhitargaon is at present ?

(@) Gujarat (b) Madhya Pradesh (c) Bihar (d) Uttar Pradesh

Q.6 Who wrote the Aryabhatiyam

(@) Vyas  (b) Valmiki (c) Aryabhata (d) Banabhatta

ANSWERS.1.B 2B 3.A 4A 5D 6.C

Q.7 Source based questions . Read the paragraph given below and answer the given questions

Some of the best—known epics were written during this period . Epics are grand, long compositions,
about heroic men and women, and it include stories about gods. A famous Tamil epic, the
Silappadikaram, was composed by a poet named llango, around 1800 years ago. It is the story of
a merchant named Kovalan, who lived in Puhar and fell in love with a courtesan named Madhavi,
neglecting his wife Kannagi. Later, he and Kannagi left Puhar and went to Madurai, where he was
wrongly accused of theft by the court jeweller of the Pandya king.

The king sentenced Kovalan to death. Kannagi, who still loved him, was full of grief and anger at
this injustice, and she destroyed the entire city of Madurai.

Q.1 What was Kovalan accused of?

(a)Gambling ( b) Embezzlement (c) Theft (d) Quarrel
Q.2 Who composed the Tamil epic, Silappadikaram?
(a) Kovalan (b) Madhavi (c) Kannagi (d) llango

Q.3 What punishment was given to the Kovalan ?

(a) sentenced to death  (b) life imprisonment  (c) no punishment was given (d) none of
above

Q.4 What was the reaction of Kannagi ?

(a) she destroyed the entire city of Madurai. (b) she was happy (c) she was silent



(d) none of above
Q.5 Who neglected Kannagi ?
(a) Kovalan (b )Madhavi (c) poet (d) king
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Short answer type guestions-

Q.1 Why was garbhgriha so important ?

Ans. The image of the chief deity was placed in the garbhagriha. The priests perform religious
rituals here.

Q.2 What was Shikhara ?
Ans. It was a Tower built on the top of the garbhagriha to mark this out as a sacred place.
Q.3 What are epics ? give examples.

Ans. Epics are Grand long compositions about the heroic deeds of men and women they include
stories about God's as well. Example The Mahabharata and The Ramayana.

Q.4 How were puranas different from the Vedas?

Ans. Women and shudras were not allowed to study the Vedas but these people could read
and hear the verses of the puranas.

Q.5 What do you mean by the word stupa ?

Ans. The word Stupa means a mound. it is a Buddhist religious building.

Q.6 Where are the stories told by ordinary people preserved ?

Ans. The stories told by ordinary people are preserved in Jatakas and Panchtantra.
Q.7 Who was Aryabhatta?

Ans. Aryabhatta was a great astronomer and mathematician.

Q.8 Where are the stories of gods and goddesses found?

Ans. The stories of gods and goddesses found in puranas

Q.9 Who is recognised as the author of the Sanskrit Ramayan?

Ans. The author of the Sanskrit Ramayan is Valmiki.
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Long answer type guestions

Q. 1. Write a few lines on the Iron Pillar located at Mehrauli Delhi.

Ans - It is the Iron Pillar located at Mehrauli Delhi was made about 1500 years ago. It is made of
iron. its height is 7.2 M and its weight is over 3 tons. It was probably built during the Gupta
dynasty. It is amazing that the pillar has not rusted in all these years . The pillar is remarkable
example of the skill of Indian crafts people. The pillar is famous all over the world.

Q. 2. How were stupas and temples built ?

Ans. Buildings stupas and temples was not an ordinary job. it needed huge wealth which only
Kings and Queens could afford. There were several stages in building a stupa or a temple. firstly,
good quality stone had to be found and transported to the place that was open carefully selected
for the new building. Secondly these rough blocks of stone had to be shaped and covered in to
pillars and Panels for walls, floors and ceilings. Thirdly these had to be placed in precisely the
right position kings and Queens spend money from their treasury to pay the crafts persons.

Q. 3. What are the main features of Ajanta paintings ?

Ans. The paintings of Ajanta are world famous . Ajanta is a place where several caves were
hollowed out of the hills over centuries. Most of these were Buddhist monasteries while some of
them were decorated with paintings. The caves are dark inside and therefore most of these
paintings were done in the light of torches. The colours are vivid even after 1500 years. These
colours were made of plants and minerals.

Q. 4. Describe the contribution of Aryabhatta to science.

The name of Aryabhatta emerged during this period he became famous as a mathematician and
astronomer. He wrote a book in Sanskrit known as Aryabhatiam. He stated that day and night were
caused by the rotation of the Earth on its Axis even though it seems as if the sun is rising and
setting everyday. he developed the scientific exploration of eclipses as well. He also found a way
of calculating the circumference of a circle which is nearly as accurate as the formula we use today.

Q. 5. What are stupas ? Mention some of their striking features.

Ans - Stupas are Buddhist religious buildings made of brick and Stone. There are several kinds of
stupas. some are round and tall while some are big and small. here are some striking features of
stupas. There is a small box known as a relic casket placed at the centre or heart of the stupas the
box contains bodily remains of Buddha for his followers or things they used as well as precious
stones and coins. This box was covered with earth a layer of mud brick or baked brick was added



on top and then the Dome like structure was sometimes covered with carved stones or slabs. A
path called the Pradakshinapatha was laid around the stupa this was surrounded with railings.
Entrance to the path was through gateways. Devotees walked around the stupa in a clockwise
direction as a mark of devotion.

Q. 6. Describe the earliest Hindu temples.

Ans. - Some Hindu temples were also built during this period. The deities worshipped in these
shrines were Vishnu, Shiva and Durga. The most important part of temples was garbhagriha which
was a room where the image of the chief deity was placed. it was at this place, priests perform
religious rituals and devotees offered worship to the deity. The garbhagriha had a tower known as
Shikhara built on it top. This marked the place as a sacred one. Building shikharas require careful
planning. Most temples also had a Mandapa. This was a hall like structure meant for the common
people to assemble. Mahabalipuram and Aihole in South India were famous for their temples. The
Monolithic temples of Mahabalipuram were very beautiful. Each of these temples was carved out
of a single piece of stone it is therefore they are known as monoliths the Durga temple at aihole
was built about 1400 years ago.

MAP QUESTION-

Locate following on an outline map of India ----
(@)Delhi (b) Mahabalipuram (c)Madurai (d) Puhar

Geography
5. Major Domains Of The Earth
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Gist of the lesson-

The Four Domains of the Earth:

Lithosphere: The solid portion of the earth the outermost part of the Earth which consists of Upper
Mantle and Crust of the Earth is known as Lithosphere.

There are Two Main Divisions of the Earth’s Surface



Continents — (the large landmasses.) The Highest Mountain Peak on this earth is the Mount
Everest. The current official elevation is 8,848 metres above sea level. The elevation was measured
and established by an Indian survey conducted in 1955. The border between Nepal and China runs
across its summit points.

Ocean basins — (the huge water bodies). Mariana Trench is the deepest Oceanic trench on
Earth. The deepest portion is at 11,034 metres. Mariana Trench is located in the Pacific Ocean.
Mariana Trench is 69 km in width and 2550 km in length. Mariana Trench derives its name from
the nearby Mariana Islands which is located at around 200 km from the Mariana Trench in the
Pacific Ocean

Continent: There are seven major continents and these are separated by large water bodies.
The largest continent on Earth is Asia.

Asia is also the most populous continent on earth i.e, it is home to approximately 60% of the
world’s population as of 2019. Asian continent occupies approximately 30% of the Earths total
land area. Asia and Africa are separated by the Suez Canal. Asia and Europe are separated by the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.

Africa;

Africa is also the 2nd most populous country on Earth. The 2nd largest continent on Earth in
Africa. Africa covers 20% of the Earths total land area. A large part of Africa lies in the Northern
Hemisphere. The Equator, Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn passes through Africa. It
holds the distinction of the only continent having all 3 latitudes passing through it. World’s longest
river Nile is in Africa. It has 2 main tributaries and passes through 11 countries. It flows from
Tanzania located in South of Africa and flows till Egypt located in the North of Africa. This is a
Northward flowing river and is around 6650 km long. The largest hot desert on Earth is the Sahara
Desert which is located in Africa. It extends from the Atlantic Ocean in the West, to the Red Sea
located in the East. The Sahara Desert covers a large part of the African Continent. The
Mediterranean Sea lies to the North of Sahara Desert.

Europe:
Europe is the 6th largest continent of Earth, occupying around 2% of the surface of the Earth.

Russia is the largest country in the European continent. Western Civilization was born in Europe.
Atlantic Currents has the biggest influence on the European Continent. To the South of Europe
lies the Atlantic Ocean, to the North of Europe lies the Arctic Ocean, to the West of Europe lies
the Atlantic Ocean.

North America:

North America is the third largest continent in the world. The continent lies completely in the
Northern and Western Hemisphere. The Isthmus of Panama a narrow strip links North America
and South America. This continent is surrounded by three oceans and they are the Atlantic Ocean,
the Pacific Ocean, and the Arctic Ocean

South America;



This Continent is located in the Southern Hemisphere. In terms of total area, South America is the
4th largest continent. The Pacific Ocean is located to the West of South America. To the East of
South America lies the Atlantic Ocean. Brazil is the most populous country in South America. The
world’s largest river is the Amazon River and it is located in South America.

Australia:

Australia is the smallest continent that lies entirely in the Southern Hemisphere. It is surrounded
on all sides by the oceans and seas. It is called an island continent.

Antarctica;

Antarctica is a huge continent and lies completely in the Southern Hemisphere. The South Pole
lies in the South Polar Region almost at the centre of this continent and is permanently covered
with thick ice sheetsVarious countries have their research stations here. India also has its
permanent research base stations here, namely Maitri, Dakshin Gangotri, and Bharati.

Hydrosphere: Water covers a very big area of the earth’s surface and this area is called the
Hydrosphere The hydrosphere includes water on earth in Oceans, Seas, Rivers, Lakes and even in
frozen forms. Only 2.5% of Earths water is freshwater. And even in this 2.5%; approximately 69%
is in the form of snow and ice. 97.5% of Earths water is saltwater, which is unfit for human
consumption.

Oceans : The Five Major Oceans in order of their size are:

The Pacific Ocean: It is almost circular in shape. Asia, Australia, North and South Americas
surround it.

The Atlantic Ocean: It is the second-largest ocean in the world. It is ‘S’ shaped. It is flanked by
the North and South Americas on the western side, and Europe and Africa on the eastern side.

The Indian Ocean: It is the only ocean named after a country, that is, India. The shape of the ocean
is almost triangular. In the north, it is bound by Asia, in the west by Africa and in the east by
Australia.

The Southern Ocean: It surrounds the continent of Antarctica

The Arctic Ocean: It is located within the Arctic Circle and surrounds the North Pole. The Bering
strait a narrow stretch of shallow water connects it with the Pacific Ocean.

Atmosphere: The earth is surrounded by a layer of gas called the atmosphere. The atmosphere is
divided into five layers based on composition, temperature and other properties and they are:

The troposphere
The stratosphere
The mesosphere
The thermosphere

The exosphere



About 99 per cent of clean and dry air in the atmosphere is composed mainly of nitrogen and
oxygen. Nitrogen 78 per cent, oxygen 21 per cent and other gases like carbon dioxide, argon and
others comprise 1 per cent by volume.

Biosphere: It is the narrow zone where land, water and air together are found. It is the zone where
life exists that makes this planet unique.
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Short answer type guestions-

Q. 1. Name the major continents of the earth
Ans. There are 7 major continents of the earth. They are:
Asia Europe Africa North America South America Australia Antarctica
Q. 2. Name the different layers of the atmosphere.
Ans. The different layers of the atmosphere are:
The troposphere, The stratosphere, The mesosphere, The thermosphere, The exosphere
Q. 3. Why is the Northern Hemisphere called the Land Hemisphere?

Ans. - The Land and Water bodies are unevenly distributed on Earth's surface. This can be justified
because the Northern hemisphere has 60% of land and 40% of water. Therefore, the Northern
hemisphere is known as the 'Land Hemisphere'

Q.4. Why air temperature decreases with increase in height?

Ans. Air temperature decreases with increase in height because Earth's atmosphere is heated
upward from the lowest level. Though sunlight passes through the higher altitudes before reaching
the earth’s surface but the earth surface is much better at absorbing the solar heat.

Q. 5. What is the composition of the Atmosphere?

Ans. The atmosphere is composed mainly of nitrogen and oxygen, which make up about 99 per
cent of clean, dry air. Nitrogen 78 per cent, oxygen 21 per cent and other gases like carbon dioxide,
argon and others comprise 1 per cent by volume.
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Long answer type guestions-

Q. 1. Explain some of the characteristics of the continent of Asia.

Ans - Asia is the largest continent. It covers about one third of the total land area of the earth. The
continent lies in the Eastern Hemisphere. The tropic of cancer passed through this continent. Asia
is separated from Europe by the Ural Mountains on the west. The combined landmass of Europe
and Asia is called the Eurasia (Europe + Asia).

Q. 2. Give an example, state how the three domains of the earth interact with each other.

Ans - All leaving organisms including humans are linked to each other and to the biosphere for
survival. The organisms in biosphere may be broadly divided into the plant kingdom and animal
kingdom. The three domains of the earth interact with each other and affect each other with some
way or the other. For example, cutting of forests for fulfilling our needs of woods or clearing land
for agriculture may led to fast removal of soil from slopes. Similarly, the earth’s surface may be
changed due to natural calamities like earthquakes.

Q. 3. Why is the earth called the blue planet?

Ans - The earth is called the blue planet because 71% of the earth is covered with water and 29%
with land. Hydrosphere consists of water in all its forms in the oceans, lakes, ponds, rivers, streams,



ice caps and ice sheets. On the surface as surface water and below the surface of the earth, in the
form of under-ground water.

Water is also present in the atmosphere in the form of water vapour.

In other words running water in rivers and oceans, in lakes, glaciers, underground water and the
water vapour in the atmosphere all make the hydrosphere. The oceans form the major part of the
hydrosphere. They are all connected with one another.

Q. 4. What do you understand about Atmosphere? State the layers of atmosphere?

Ans. The Earth is surrounded by a layer of gas called the atmosphere. This thin blanket of air is an
integral and important aspect of the planet. It provides us oxygen for breathing and protects us
from the harmful effects of the Suns’ rays. The atmosphere extends up to a height of about 1600
km. The atmosphere is divided into five layers based on composition, temperature and other
properties. These layers are — troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere, thermosphere and exosphere.
We are living in the troposphere. The atmosphere is composed mainly of two gases — Nitrogen and
Oxygen which make up 99% of clean, dry air. Nitrogen is 78%, Oxygen 21% and other gases like
carbon dioxide, argon and others comprise 1% by volume

Q. 5. How is the continent of North America different from that of South America?

Ans - North America

North America is the third largest continent of the world.

It is linked to South America by a very narrow strip of land called the Isthmus of Panama.
I The continent lies completely in the Northern and Western Hemisphere.

Three oceans surround this continent are Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean and arctic Ocean.
South America

South America lies mostly in the Southern Hemisphere

The Andes, world’s longest mountain range, runs through its length from north to south

South America has the world’s largest river, the Amazon.
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1. On the given map locate the following Oceans :

Indian Ocean



Pacific Ocean
Atlantic Ocean

Arctic Ocean

6. Major Landforms of the Earth
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Gist of the chapter-

There are many types of landforms on earth. The main ones are mountains, plateaus and plains.
Two processes are involved in the construction of various topographies. These processes are called
internal processes and external processes.

Internal process: There is constant movement inside the earth. This speed results in internal
processes. Due to internal process, the earth's surface rises somewhere and sinks somewhere

External process: The earth's surface is formed or broken due to external process.
Erosion: The wear and tear of the earth's surface is called erosion.

Deposition: The process of accumulation of substances on the earth's surface is called deposition.
The surface is formed by deposition. The main messengers of deposition are wind and water.

Mountain



The natural elevation of the earth's surface is called a mountain. The top of the mountain is small
and the base is wide. The mountain is much higher than its surroundings. We know that the
temperature decreases as the height increases. Therefore, high mountains are often covered with
Snow.

Types of Mountains

There are three types of mountains: the Fold Mountains, the Block mountains and the volcanic
mountains.

Importance of Mountains:

Mountains are important sources of water for us. Many major rivers originate from the Himanis
located on the mountains. The water from the mountain is used for irrigation and hydropower.
River valleys and altars are suitable for agriculture. Different types of flora and fauna are found
on the mountains.

Plateau

Plateau is a high and flat terrain. The height of the plateau is higher than its surroundingarea. A
plateau can have a sharp slope in one or more directions. The plateau may be new or old. The
height of the plateau ranges from a few hundred meters to several thousand meters. Example: The
Deccan Plateau in India is one of the oldest plateaus in the world.

Importance of Plateau:

The plateau has abundant mineral wealth. Most of the mines in the world are located in plateau
areas. Most of india’s mining areas are located in the Chhotanagpur plateau, which falls in the
states of Jharkhand, Orissa and Chhattisgarh. The African Plateau is famous for its gold and
diamond mines. There are many waterfalls in the plateau areas.

A Plain

The plain is a flat terrain whose height is not more than 200 metres above sea level. Some plains
are very flat, while some plains have a little bit of ups and downs.

Construction of plains: Plains are often constructed by rivers and their tributaries. When a river
descends from the mountains, it comes up erosion of the mountain. The river brings with it the
debris of erosion and deposits it in the valley. The ground is constructed due to the accumulation
of debris.

Importance of the Plains:

The plains are highly fertile and are best for agriculture. It is very easy to build houses or lay roads
or lay railway lines in the plains. Therefore, the plains are most suitable for human habitation. The
most densely populated areas of the world are located in the plains. The Indus-Ganga plain is
counted among the most densely populated areas in the world.

Landforms and People

Men live on almost all kinds of terrain. Life is difficult in hilly areas, so hilly areas have sparse
population. The life of the plateaus is a little easier, but the life of the plains is very easy. Therefore,
the population of the plains is dense. There is a crisis of natural calamities in all kinds of terrains.



Earthquakes, storms and floods can occur in any area. Volcanic areas are prone to volcanic
eruptions. But people have to learn to live with natural
calamities.
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Multiple Choice Questions:

(i) Mountains are different from plateaus:
(a) Height

(b) Gradient

(c) Orientation

(it) Where is glacier found?

(@) In mountains

(b) In the plains

(c) In plateaus

(iii) Where is the Deccan Plateau located?
(a) Kenya

(b) Australia

(c) India



(iv) Where does the Yangtse River flow?

(a) South America

(b) Australia

(c) China

(V) Which is an important mountain range of Europe?
(a) Andes

(b) Alps

(c) Rockies

Answer: (i) (a) Height, (ii) (a) In mountains, (iii) (c) India, (iv) (c) China, (v) (b) Alps

Fill in the blanks.

a) A is an unbroken flat or a low-level land.

b) The Himalayas and the Alps are examples of ----------------

C) areas are rich in mineral deposits.

d) The is a line of mountains.

e) The areas are most productive for farming.
Answer:

a) plain b) young fold c) Plateau d) range €) plain
3. Match the following:

Column A Column B

(1) India (i) The Vosges mountain

(2) Karnataka (ii) The East African plateau

(3) North America  (iii) The Aravali range

(4) Kenya (iv) The Appalachians

(5) Europe  (v) The Jog Falls

ANSWERS 1. (iii), 2. (v), 3. (iv), 4. (ii), 5. (i).

4. State True or False :

1. It is difficult to carry on construction work in plains.

2. Plains are very useful because they are rich in mineral deposits.

3. The Rope Bridge is in Arunachal Pradesh.

4. As we go higher, the climate becomes hotter.

types of mountains.



5. Plateaus are vast stretches of flat land.
6. Mt. Fujiyama in Japan is an example of volcanic mountains.
ANSWERS:- 1. False 2. False 3. True 4. False 5. False 6. True
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS-

Q. 1. How are volcanic mountains formed? Give examples.

Ans. VVolcanic mountains are formed as a result of volcanic activities on the surface of the Earth.
Example : Mt. Kilimanjaro and Mt. Fujiyama.

Q.2. Define a Range. Give examples.

Ans. Mountains may be arranged in a line known as range. Many mountain systems consist of a
series of parallel ranges extending over hundreds of kilometres. For e.g. The Himalayas, the Alps
and the Andes are the mountain ranges of Asia, Europe and South America respectively

Q.3. How is a hill different from a mountain?

Ans. A hill is a land surface higher than the local area, whereas a steep hill with an elevation of
more than 600 metres is termed as a mountain.

Q. 4. Give some examples of Fold Mountains.



Ans. Fold Mountains can be old and young. Fold mountains, for e.g., the Appalachians in North
America, the Ural Mountains in Russia and the Aravali range in India are the oldest fold mountain
systems in the world. The Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold mountains with
rugged relief and high conical peaks.

Q.5. What is a Plateau? Name some of the plateaus of the world.

Ans. A plateau is an elevated flat land. It is a flat-topped table land standing above the surrounding
area. A plateau may have one or more sides with steep slopes. Plateaus, like mountains may be
young or old. For e.g., the Deccan plateau in India is one of the oldest plateaus. The East African
Plateau, The Tibet Plateau and the Western Plateau of Australia are other examples.

Q.6. Giving examples, explain how land as a resource is being wasted by man.
Ans. Land as a resource of being wasted by man due to the following reasons:
(i) If we construct houses on a fertile land,
(ii) Throwing garbage on land,
(iii) Making water dirty, which leads to wastage of these precious resources, and

(iv) We should avoid using such important gifts of nature in a careless manner. The available
land is not only for our use. It is our duty to protect the Earth as a better place for future generations
as well.

Q. 7. What are Plains? How are they formed?

Ans. Plains are large stretches of flat land. They are, generally, not more than 200 metres above
the mean sea level. Most of the plains are formed by rivers and their tributaries.

(i) The rivers flow down the slopes of mountains and erode them. They carry forward the eroded
materials.

(if) Then they deposit their loads consisting of stones, sand and silt along their courses and in their
valleys.

(iii) From these deposits plains are formed.
Q. 8. Name some of the recreational activities common in the coastal areas.

Ans. Some of the recreational activities of the coastal areas include boating, water skiing,
swimming fishing, surfing, sun bathing and canoeing. In Kerala, snake boat races are held in
connection with Onam, the harvest festival in August/September.

Q.9. Name some of the depositional features.
Ans. Some of the depositional features are: moraines, levees, flood-plains and sand dunes.
Q.10. Name three natural resources for which plateaus are well-known.

Ans. Three natural resources found in plateaus are: gold, diamond and iron.
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LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS-

Q.1: What is the difference between mountain and plateau?

Ans: Mountain

. The peak of the mountains is small

. The height of the mountains is up to several thousand meters.

. The peak of the mountains is covered with snow.

. Forest wealth and herbs are obtained from the mountains.

Plateau

. The upper part of the plateau is as flat as a table.

. The height of the plateaus is usually from a few hundred meters to several thousand meters.
. The upper part of the plateau is not covered with snow.

. Different types of minerals are obtained from the plateau.

Q.2: How are mountains useful to humans?

Ans. Mountain is very useful for human beings. Mountain is a storage of water. Many major rivers
originate from the glaciers located in the mountains. Mountain water is used for irrigation and
hydropower generation. River valleys and altars are very useful for agriculture. Different types of
flora and fauna are found in the mountains. From the hill forests, we get a variety of things like
herbs, honey, glue, fodder and wood. The mountain is a major attraction for tourists. Different
types of sports like paragliding, hang gliding, river rafting and skiing etc. are played here.

Q.3: How are the plains formed?

Ans. The plain is mostly constructed by rivers and its tributaries. Rivers flow downwards on the
slope of the mountains and erode them. She carries these degraded substances such as sand, stone
and silt forward with her and deposits them in the valleys. These deposits form the plains.

Q.4: Why are the river plains thickly populated?

Ans. Often the plains are very fertile. So, it is easy to cultivate here. Flat land also makes it easier
to build modes of transport and houses. This is the perfect place for human beings to settle down
due to the above conditions. Therefore, plain areas are the most populous areas in the world.

Q.5. How are Fold Mountains formed?

Ans.(i) Fold mountains are generally formed in the less deformed areas adjacent to areas strongly
affected by thrust tectonics.



(i) Typically, they are found in the foreland region where a major mechanically weak horizon is
present.

(iii) The frontal thrust (or thrusts) propagate(s) a long distance along the horizon and subsequent
movement on the thrust can give rise to a sequence of folds as the hanging wall of the thrust
effectively crumples.

(iv) The anticline crests may be high enough to form mountains.

(v) Most of the fold mountains are likely to be relatively young in geological terms as they will
start eroding as soon as they are formed

SOURCE BASED QUESTIONS Hid 3iTemid uy:
RfT M AT P U IR U HTIW S |

UgTS! &I U e § qaryd fohdl off Fabdl § o ¥ o &0 § ST Sl g1 &% uad
Wﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁawaﬁaﬁwéﬁ@ﬁwmmﬁa%ﬁm
3T 3R TSI TR, TR SR & SR BT qdd T ey 15| UgTS 3fu Sargdl 3R
HR H i 81 8 | TBTSI & ofiF PR g- aferd Udd, sl Udd SR sarang! udd | fearea
Udd 3R 3ew fies Ted AR I Tiep W B T gl T UETS € | WRd A 3Riae ¥
a1 & Ted R aferd Arded Ried & § T § 1 FHeld & Uiharsii & HRur ST St
:ﬂamﬂé%IGﬂﬂ&IﬂﬁﬁﬁAppalachiansﬁﬁTWﬁWW‘ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂTﬁG?RW
31 ¢ | 3 9gd [ T U8TS B

I Hdd?l_d@l'-llk SITd %W@%@Gﬁ%ﬁ?@ﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬁfﬂﬁ%l I ATl
®I BICT HET ST & 3R HH Sich| B! Ia el oIrdl g | A =1t 3R 9 | dorg udd
¥t v yonerdt & SeTeRu

- Gl Sugad faded g fRgferiRad ush &1 IR S|
LI IRY | oy = R— IS g1 Bt Ted R aferd gad wonferdl # ¥ U g

U4 2 Appalachianstlﬁﬁ';f P mﬂ_ﬁ’lﬂqﬁ%?
&) Sf&or SmkdT

Q) IR SARDT

M) TRwEn

) 3Mhlch]



UY 3 IS Uad 49T [y JAgrgia J fyd g2

&)

q) I 3ARBT

M) TR

) 3MhIhI

UY 4 S Udd o a-d 82

%) Td dg YRR e MY |

) 99 99 &5 ¢ I § SR Wl w0 I i g B

) e g &4 P drs faar Srar g 3R afas U  fawniid fear siarg |
) SWRIad It

Answers:- 1. a, 2. b, 3.9, 4, b,

1.Read the source given below and answer the questions that follows:

Mountains may be arranged in a line known as range. Many mountain systems consist of a
series of parallel ranges extending over hundreds of kilometres. The Himalayas, the Alps and
the Andes are mountain ranges of Asia, Europe and South America. Mountains vary in their
heights and shape. There are three types of mountains- Fold Mountains, Block Mountains and
the Volcanic Mountains. The Himalayan Mountains and the Alps are young fold mountains with
rugged relief and high conical peaks. The Aravali range in India is one of the oldest fold
mountain systems in the world. The range has considerably worn down due to the processes of
erosion. The Appalachians in North America and the Ural Mountains in Russia have rounded
features and low elevation. They are very old fold mountains.

Block Mountains are created when large areas are broken and displaced vertically. The uplifted
blocks are termed as horsts and the lowered blocks are called graben. The Rhine valley and the
Vosges mountain in Europe are examples of such mountain systems.

Answer the following MCQs by choosing the most appropriate option

Q.1. The ------------ range in India is one of the oldest fold mountain systems in the world.
a) Aravali

b) Appalachians

c) Rhine

d) Vosges

Q.2. The Appalachians mountains are in which continent?



a) South America

b) North America

c) Asia

d) Africa

Q.3. Rhine mountain range is situated in which continent?
a) Europe

b) North America

c) Asia

d) Africa

Q.4. How the Block Mountains are created?

a) When large stone were broken.
b) When large areas are broken and displaced vertically.
c) When large areas are broken and displaced horizontally.

d) All of above
Answers:- 1. a, 2. b, 3.4, 4, b,
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Gist of the lesson-

India in the North is bounded by the Himalayas, the Arabian Sea in the West, the Bay of Bengal
in the East and the Indian Ocean in the South. India has an area of about 3.28 million sq. km. The
North-South extent from Kashmir to Kanyakumari is about 3,200 km. Thus, the East- West extent
from Arunachal Pradesh to Kuchchh is about 2900 km.

Locational Setting

. The Tropic of Cancer (23°30’ N) passes almost halfway through the country.

. From South to North. India extends between 8°4' N and 37°6’ N latitudes.

. From West to East, India extends between 68°7' E and 97°25' E longitudes.

J The local time changes by four minutes for every one degree of longitude.

J The local time of longitude of 82°30' E has been taken as the Indian Standard Time (IST).

India’s Neighbours

. There are seven countries that share land boundaries with India.

o The seven countries are Afghanistan, Pakistan, China, Nepal, Bhutan. Myanmar and
Bangladesh.

J Island neighbours are Sri Lanka and the Maldives.

J Sri Lanka is separated from India by the Palk Strait.

Political and Administrative Divisions

J India is divided into 28 states and 8 union territories.
) Delhi is the national capital.
J Rajasthan is the largest state and Goa is the smallest state in terms of area.

Physical Divisions

) The Himalayas in the North are divided into three main parallel ranges.

) The three main parallel ranges are Great Himalaya or Himadri, Middle Himalaya or
Himachal and Shiwalik.

J The Northern Indian plains lie to the South of the Himalayas.

) In the Western part of India lies the Great Indian desert.



J To the South of Northern plains lies the peninsular plateau.

J Aravali Hills is one of the oldest ranges of the world.

J The Western Ghats or Sahyadris border the plateau in the West and the Eastern Ghats
provide the Eastern boundary.

] To the West of the Western Ghats and the East of Eastern Ghats lie the coastal plains.

J The rivers Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri drain into the Bay of Bengal.

J The Sunderban delta is formed where the Ganga and Brahmaputra flow into the Bay of
Bengal.

J Lakshadweep Islands are located in the Arabian Sea.

. The Andaman and the Nicobar Islands lie to the South-East of the Indian mainland.
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Multiple Choice Questions

Question 1. In which direction of India is the Himalayas located?
(a) East

(b) West

(c) North



(d) South

Answer: (¢) North

Question 2. Where is the Bay of Bengal?

(@) In the east direction of India

(b) In the West direction of India

(c) In the north direction of India

(d) In the South direction of India

Answer: (a) In the east direction of India

Question 3. India is located in the

(a) northern hemisphere

(b) Southern hemisphere

(c) both and : (a) and (b)

(d) none of these

Answer: (a) northern hemisphere

Question 4. Where does the Great Indian desert lie?
(@) In the eastern part of India

(b) In the western part of India

(c) In the northern part of India

(d) In the southern part of India

Answer: (b) In the western part of India

Question 5. What lies to the south of northern plains of India?
(a) Great Indian desert

(b) Peninsular plateau

(c) Vindhyas

(d) Western Ghats

Answer: (b) Peninsular plateau

Question 6. Where do the rivers Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and Kaveri drain?
(a) Western Ghats

(b) Lakshadweep

(c) Bay of Bengal



(d) None of these

Answer: (c) Bay of Bengal

Question 7. The Indian Island in the Arabian sea is known as
(a) Andaman and Nicobar Island

(b) Maldives

(c) Lakshadweep

(d) None of these

Answer: (c) Lakshadweep

Question 8. Which hills are located in Rajasthan?

(a) Aravali hills

(b) Western Ghats

(c) Himalayas

(d) All of these

Answer: (a) Aravali hills

Question 9. Number of states in India divided for administrative purpose is
(@21

(b) 23

(c) 25

(d) 28

Answer: (d) 28

Question 10. How many Union Territories are there in India?
@4

(b)6

(©7

(d)8

Answer: (d) 8

Question 11. Which is the National Capital of India?

(a) Mumbai

(b) Kolkata

(c) Chennai



(d) New Delhi
Answer: (d) New Delhi
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Very Short answer type qguestions

Question 1. State the location of the Himalaya and the seas bounded to India.

Answer: India is bounded by the lofty Himalayas in the north, Arabian Sea in the west, Bay of
Bengal in the east and Indian Ocean in the south.

Question 2. How much is area of India?

Answer: India has an area of about 3.28 million sg. km.

Question 3. What is distance between Kashmir to Kanyakumari?

Answer: The distance between Kashmir to Kanyakumari (north to south) is about 3,200 km.
Question 4. What is distance from east corner to west corner?

Answer: East to West (Arunachal Pradesh to Kuchchh) is about 2,900 km.

Question 5. What contributes to India’s diversity?

Answer: India has a diversity of landforms, climate, vegetation, wildlife, language, culture etc.
Question 6. Which country has the largest population over the world?

Answer: China.

Question 7. In which hemisphere is India located?

Answer: India is located in the northern hemisphere.

Question 8. Mention the expansion of India from south to north on latitudes.

Answer: From south to north, main land of India extends between 8°4 ‘N and 37°6’N latitudes.



Question 9. Which longitude has been taken as the Standard Meridian of India?
Answer: 82°30°E longitude has been taken as the Standard Meridian of India.
Question 10. Name of our island neighbours.

Answer: Our island neighbours are — Sri Lanka and Maldives.

Question 11. On which basis have states been formed?

Answer: States have been formed mainly on the basis of languages.

Question 12. In how many parallel ranges are the Himalayan Mountains divided?
Answer: The Himalayan Mountains are divided into three main parallel ranges.
Question 13. What is Himadri?

Answer: The northernmost range of the Himalaya is the Great Himalaya or Himadri.
Question 14. What is the southernmost range of the Himalaya called?

Answer: The ‘Shiwalik’ is the southernmost range.

Question 15. What is peninsula?

Answer: The peninsula is a piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides.
Question 16. In which Sea is Lakshadweep Island located?

Answer: Lakshadweep Island is located in the Arabian Sea.

Question 17. In which sea is Andman and the Nicobar Islands located?

Answer: In Bay of Bengal.
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Short Answers Type Questions:

Question 1. Give the names of countries that share land boundaries with India.

Answer: There are seven countries that share land boundaries with India. Their names are —
Myanmar, Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, China, Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Question 2. Write few lines about Northern Indian plains?

Answer: In the south of the Himalayas lie the Northern Indian plains. These are generally level
and flat. The land here is fertile for cultivation and has high concentration of population.

Question 3. Where is the Great Indian Desert located? How is it?

Answer: In the western part of India lies the Great Indian Desert. It is dry, hot and sandy stretch
of land. It has very little vegetation.

Question 4. Describe the Peninsular Plateau lying in the south of northern plains in India?

Answer: To the south of northern plains, lies the Peninsular Plateau. It is triangular in shape. This
is a region with numerous hill ranges and valleys. On the border of it, oldest range of the world,
Aravali hills are situated. The Vindhyas and the Satpuras are the important ranges. The rivers
Narmada and Tapti flow through these ranges and drain into the Arabian Sea.

Question 5. What do you mean by Corals and how do Coral Islands form?



Answer: Corals are skeletons of tiny marine animals called Polyps. When the living polyps die,
their skeletons are left. Other polyps grow on top of the hard skeleton which grows higher and
higher, thus forming the coral islands.

Question 6. What do you mean by alluvial deposits?
Answer: These are very fine soils, brought by rivers and deposited in the river basins.
Question 7. What do you understand about Peninsular Plateaus? Describe it.

Answer: Peninsular Plateau: “It is a piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides.” To
the south of northern plains lies the Peninsular Plateau. It is triangular in shape. This is a region
with numerous hill ranges and valleys.

On the border of it, oldest range of the world, Aravali hills are situated. The Vindhyas and
the Satpuras are the important ranges. The rivers Narmada and Tapti flow through these ranges
and drain into Arabian Sea. On the west of plateau lie Western Ghats and on the east lie the Eastern
Ghats.
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Long Answer Type Questions-

Question 1. Distinguish between Eastern Coastal Plains and Western Coastal plains?

Answer: Eastern Coastal Plain is in between the Bay of Bengal in the East and the Eastern Ghats
to its West. Western Coastal Plain is between the Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats.

Wide Deltas are formed by large rivers on the Eastern Coastal Plains. No Deltas are formed in
Western Coastal plains, by small rivers.

Eastern Coastal Plain is fertile due to alluvial soil Except for the Southern Part i.e. Malabar Coast.
The Western Coastal Plain is infertile for agricultural purposes.

Eastern Coastal Plain is broader. Western Coastal Plains are very narrow
Eastern Coastal plain is a level surface. Western Coastal plain is intersected by mountain ridges.
Question 2. Describe the features of Himalayan Mountains?

Answer. The Himalayan Mountains are young fold mountains which run in the west to east
direction. They run over about 2,400 km.

» The width of the mountains varies from 2,400 km in Kashmir to 150 km in Arunachal Pradesh.
 The Himalayas are divided into three parallel ranges. They are:

1. The Himadri: It is the northernmost range of the Himalayas. This range is also known as
the Great or the Inner Himalayas. This range has some of the highest peaks with an average height
of 6,000 metres.

2. The Himachal: It is also known as Himachal or the lesser Himalayas. All the famous hill
stations such as Mussoorie, Shimla, Nainital and Manali are located in the Himachal range.

3. The Siwaliks: These are the outermost range of the Himalayas. The Siwaliks are formed as
a result of depositions brought down by rivers from the northernmost Himalayan range.

» The Himalayas spread in the eastern most parts of the country form the Purvanchal Range. It is
mostly composed of sedimentary rocks. The Purvanchal Range comprises the Patkai Hills, Naga
Hills, Manipur Hills and Mizo Hills.
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GIST OF THE LESSON-

Weather—The weather is about day to day changes in the atmosphere.
Climate—Climate is the change in weather in a given area over a longer period of time.
The major seasons recognised in India are:

1. Cold Weather Season (Winter) --December to February

2. Hot Weather Season (Summer) --March to May

3. Southwest Monsoon Season (Rainy)-- June to September

4. Season of Retreating Monsoon (Autumn) --October and November

Cold Weather Season or Winter

During the winter season, the sun rays do not fall directly in the region. As a result, the
temperatures are quite low in northern India.

Hot Weather Season or Summer

In the hot weather season sun rays more or less directly fall in this region. The temperature
becomes very high. Hot and dry winds called loo, blow during the day.



South-West Monsoon Season or Rainy Season

This season is marked by the onset and advance of monsoon. The winds blow from Arabian Sea
and Bay of Bengal towards the land. They carry moisture with them. When these winds strike the
mountain barriers, rainfall occurs.

Season of Retreating Monsoon or Autumn

Winds move back from the mainland to the Bay of Bengal. This season is called the retreating
monsoons. The southern parts of India, particularly Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh receive
rainfall in this season.

The climate is about the average weather condition, which has been measured over many years.
The climate of India has broadly been described as Monsoon type.

Monsoon is taken from the Arabic word ‘mausim’, which means seasons. Due to India’s location
in the tropical region, most of the rain is brought by monsoon winds.

Agriculture in India is dependent on rains. Good monsoons mean adequate rain and a bountiful
crop.

The climate of a place is affected by its location, altitude, distance from the sea, and relief.
Therefore, we experience regional differences in the climate of India.

Natural Vegetation

We see a variety of plant life in our surroundings like small plants called bushes and shrubs like
cactus and flowering plants etc. Besides there are many tall trees, some with many branches and
leaves like neem, mango or some, which stand with few leaves such as palm. The grasses, shrubs
and trees, which grow on their own without interference or help from human beings are called
natural vegetation. Different types of natural vegetation are dependent on different climatic
conditions, among which the amount of rainfall is very important.

Due to varied climatic conditions, India has a wide range of natural vegetation.

Vegetation of India can be divided into five types—

0 Tropical Evergreen Forests
0 Tropical Deciduous Forests
0 Thorny Bushes

0 Mountain Vegetation

0 Mangrove Forests

Why are Forests Necessary?

0 Forests are very useful and perform various functions.
0 Plants release oxygen that we breathe and absorb carbon dioxide.

0 The roots of the plants bind the soil; thus, they control soil erosion.



0 Forests provide us with timber for furniture, fuelwood, fodder, medicinal plants and herbs,
lac, honey, gum, etc.

0 Forests are the natural habitat of wildlife.

0 Natural vegetation has been destroyed to a large extent because of the reckless cutting of
trees.

Wildlife

Forests are home to a variety of species of animals and a large variety of reptiles, amphibians,
mammals, birds, insects and worms which dwell in the forest.

. The tiger is our national animal. It is found in various parts of the country.

. Gir forest in Gujarat is the home of Asiatic lions.

. Elephants and one-horned rhinoceroses roam in the forests of Assam.

. Elephants are also found in Kerala and Karnataka.

. Camels and wild asses are found in the Great Indian desert and the Rann of Kuchchh

respectively.
. The peacock is our national bird .

Other common birds are parrots, pigeons, mina, geese, bulbul and ducks. There are several bird
sanctuaries which have been created to give birds their natural habitat. There are several hundreds
of species of snakes found in India. Cobras and kraits are important among them. Due to the cutting
of forests and hunting, several species of wildlife of India are declining rapidly.

Many species have already become extinct. In order to protect them many national parks,
sanctuaries and biosphere reserves have been set up.

The Government has also started Project Tiger(1973) and Project Elephant(1992) to protect these
animals.
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Multiple choice questions-

Q.1 The world’s highest rainfall occursin ............

(a) Mumbai (b) Asansol (c) Mawsynram d) Dharamsala
Q.2 Mangrove forests can thrive in.........

(a) Saline water (b) Fresh water (c)Polluted water d) Cold Water

Q.3 Mahogany and rosewood trees are found in...........

(a) Mangrove forests (b) Tropical deciduous forests

(c) Tropical evergreen forests d) All the Above

Q.4 Wild goats and snow leopards are found in............

(a) Himalayan region  (b) Peninsular region (c) Gir forests d) Desert
Q.5 During the South-west monsoon period, the moisture-laden winds blow from
a) Land to sea (b) Sea to land (c) Plateau to plains d) None of these
Q.6 Sundarbanisin ...........



(a) Andaman and Nicobar Islands (b) West Bengal

(c) Orissa (d) Madhya Pradesh.

Q.7 Which one forms the group of migratory birds?

(a) Siberian Crane, Flamingo and Crow (b) Sparrow, Crow, and Stork
(c) Stork, Siberian Crane, and Flamingo (d)Duck, Bulbul and geese.
Q.8 These places experience moderate climate ..................

(a) Mumbai and Kolkata (b) Patna and Lucknow

(c) Bikaner and Jaisalmer (d) Ranchi and Asansol

Q.9 Elephants and one-homed rhinoceroses are found in the forests of..................
(@) Assam  (b) Gujarat (c) Kerala (d)Karnataka

Q.10 Wildlife week is observed every year in the first week of

(a) November (b) August (c) September  (d) October.

MCQ’S Answers---

(1)—(), (2)—(a), 3)—(c), (4)—(a), (5)—(b), 6(b), 7(c), 8(a), 9(a), 10 (d)
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Short answer type guestions

Q. 1. Name the project started by the government to protect tigers?

Answer: Project Tiger
Q. 2. What is climate?

Ans. Climate is the average weather condition, which has been measured over many years.
Q. 3. Name the factors that affect the climate of a place .

Ans.The climate of a place is affected by its location, altitude, distance from the sea and
relief.

Q. 4. Name the two regions of Rajasthan which are very hot

Ans. Jaisalmer and Bikaner

Q. 5. Name the two regions of Jammu and Kashmir which are very cold or freezing cold.
Ans. Drass and Kargil

Q. 6. What do you mean by moderate climate?

Ans. Moderate climate refers to the climate which is neither very hot nor very cold.
Q.7. What are shrubs called?

Ans. Small plants are called shrubs.

Q. 8. Where are thorny bushes found?

Ans. Thorny bushes are found in the states of Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Eastern slopes of
Western Ghats and Gujarat.

Q. 9. What is the special feature of mountain vegetation?



Ans. The trees are conical in shape.
Q. 10. Why is Van Mahotsav arranged?

Ans. Van Mahotsav is arranged to awaken people to plant more and more trees.
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Long answer type questions-




Q. 1. Explain the cold weather season and hot weather season.

Ans. During the cold-weather season (winter), the sun rays do not fall directly in the region. As a
result, the temperatures are quite low in northern India. In the hot weather season (summer), the
sun rays fall directly in the region. Hence, the temperature becomes very high. Hot and dry winds
called loo blow during the day time.

Q. 2. Mention the periods of various seasons of India.
Ans - Cold weather season, i.e. winter remains from December to February.
Hot weather season, summer ranges from March to May.
Southwest monsoon season, i.e. the rainy season remains from June to September.

Season of retreating monsoon—The autumn occurs in the month of October and lasts upto the
month of November

Q. 3. Mention the main features of thorny bushes.
Ans - 1. Thorny bushes are found in dry areas of the country.
2.The leaves are in the form of spines to reduce the loss of water.
3. Cactus, khair, babool, keekar are important thorny bushes.

4. They are found in the states of Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Eastern slopes of
Western Ghats and Gujarat.

Q. 4. Write a note on mountain vegetation

Ans. Mountains are homes of various species of trees. They are found according to the variation
in height. With an increase in height, the temperature falls. At a height between 1500 metres and
2500 metres most of the trees are conical in shape. Such trees are called coniferous trees. Mountain
vegetation includes trees such as chir, pine and deodar

Q. 5. How are forests important for us?

Ans. Forests play a vital role in the life of human beings and in their absence, we can’t imagine a
life. Plants release oxygen that we breathe and absorb carbon dioxide. The roots of the plants bind
the soil and in this way check soil erosion. We get several things from the forests, such as wood
for furniture, fuel, fodder, medicinal herbs, honey, lac, gum, fruits etc. Forests provide natural
habitat to wildlife, such as lions, tigers, elephants, monkeys, etc. As forests are so beneficial for
us, we must make efforts to conserve it.

HERE TUTRT UY: Map Based Question-

U - YRd & AFRE # FMafefad a=sia IvarRudl &l gdr avmd|
()GRIBT (i) TRAIRA (i) I UHT  (iv) IR

Q.1 Find out following Wildlife Sanctuaries in the Map of India.

(i) Sariska  (ii) Pocharam (iii) Chandra Prabha  (iv) Periyar
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6. Rural Administration
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Multiple choice questions

Q 1.Another name of the Patwari is

A.Sarpanch B.Kanungo C.Zamindar D.None of the above
Ans. B. Kanungo

Q 2.Incharge of an area of police is called

A.SHO B.Khasra C.Collector D.All the above

Ans. A.SHO

Q 3.Approximate villages in India are...........

A3lakh  B.6 lakh C.8 lakh D.10lakh

Ans.6 lakh

Q4....... maintains the village land records

A.DC  B.Tehsil C.Patwari D.None

Ans.Patwari

Q 5.All states in india are divided into .......

A.Villages Td  B. Tehsil dedia C.District ’ST@T  D.AIl the above

Q 6.Who maintains law and order ?



A.Police B.FIR C.Doctor D. Engineer

Ans.Police

Q 7.There was quarrel between Mohan and ......

A.Reena  B.Rohit C.Raghu D.Sita

Q 8.The poem in the chapter is about ............

A.Parents B.Daughter C.Son D.None

Q 9.Who is the head at the district level in administration ?
Ans.District Collector

Q 10.Which act gives equal rights to all women &daughters?
Ans.Hindu Succession Amendment Act 2005
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Q. 1. What is the work of police?

Ans. Register the cases of theft, accident etc.
To maintain law &order

Q. 2. What work is done by Tehsildar?

Ans. To supervise the work of Patwari

To collect the revenue



Q 3. Write a note on the quarrel of the village

Ans. One morning Mohan found that Raghu had taken over some of his land. And increased the
size of his field.

Q 4. Briefly describe the administration in India .
All states in India are divided into districts. Districts are divided into tehsil etc.
Q 5. What are other public services.

Ans. The milk society, fair price shop, the bank, The police station etc.
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Long answer type guestions-

Q 1.What issue is the poem trying to raise? Do you think this is an important issue? Why?

Ans. The rights of the girl child .1t is trying to say that daughters and mothers have their rights in
their fathers property .1t is an important issue because now daughters & their mothers can get an
equal share in the land.

Q 2. In what ways are the work of the Panchayat and Patwari related to each other?

Ans. Panchayat solves the problems of the villagers. Patwari collects the land revenue at the village
level. The work of both of them are interdependent because they equally work for the



welfare of the villagers.
Q 3. Distinguish between the old law and new law

Ans. After the death of his father property was divided equally only among the sons. according to
new law, sons, daughters and mothers can get an equal share in the land. This law will benefit a
large number of women.

Q 4. What are the stages for the administrative set up of the police?

Ans. The police maintains law and order. The state is divided into districts .The police district is
divided into police subdivisions .The Station House Officer is the incharge of the area.

Q 5. Why farmers would require a copy of their land record? What are their hardships?

Ans. Because they have a right to receive information. This is not easily made available. In some
states records are now being computerized and kept at Panchayat office

7. Urban Administration
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Gist of the lesson-

Municipal Committee/Municipal Council:

. The elected head of municipal council is known as Chairman.

. It is an Administrative Department in the cities.

. It supervises the Division of work in different departments.

. It includes the Departments of water, garbage collection, construction of roads, sanitation,
etc.

Municipal Corporation:

. It works in big cities.

. The elected head of municipal corporation is called mayor and administrative head is
known as commissioner.

Works of Municipal Corporation

. Takes care of street lights, garbage collection, water supply, etc.
. Creates awareness about epidemics such as malaria, dengue, etc.
. Teaches people about preventive measures to avoid diseases.

. Runs schools, hospitals and dispensaries.

Ward Councilor:

. They are elected by the people living in that ward/area.
. Groups of Councilors make decisions on policy-making.
. Committees of Ward Councilors look after water, garbage collection and street lighting.

Duties of the Ward Councilors:

. Ward Councilors make the budget.

. They look into the demands of their respective Wards.



. They assign the task of implementation to the administrative staff.

Administrative Staff:

. Ward people can approach Ward Councilors regarding their problems, within a Ward.
Members of the Councilor Committees decide on various issues.

. Commissioner and the administrative staff implement the issues.

. Commissioner and administrative staff are appointed people.

. Ward Councilors are elected.

Community Protest:

. Ward Community can submit its petition to the Ward Councillor.

. Collective action taken is by the Ward Engineer and Ward Council.
. Petitions are forwarded to the Municipal Corporation Office.

. Municipal Corporation solves the issues.

Municipal Corporation/ Municipal Committee/ Municipal Council: A place with its own local
government: a city, town or another area. In the city, there is the Municipal Corporation that takes
care of street lights, garbage collection, water supply, keeping the streets and the markets clean.
The Municipal Corporation is also responsible for ensuring that diseases do not break out in the
city. In smaller towns, these works are done by a little bit smaller organization known as a
municipal council. The city is divided into different wards and ward councilors get elected. The
complicated decisions that affect the entire city are taken by groups of Councilors who form
committees to decide and debate issues. When the problems are within a ward then the people who
live in the ward can contact their Councilors. After the decisions taken by Councilor’s Committees
and the Councilors, the Commissioner and the administrative staff implement them.The
Commissioner and the administrative staff are appointed while the Councilors are elected. As the
city is so large, the work here is divided into different departments, such as the water department,
the garbage collection departments, sanitation department, etc. Municipal Council: The
organization that looks after the welfare of small towns is known as Municipal Council. Municipal
Corporation:.The organization that takes care of big cities is known as Municipal Corporation.

Councilor: The elected representative of the ward.
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Q 1. What is the system of Local Self Government on the Panchayati raj set up

(a) Four tier at Sabha, Village, District and Block

(b) Three tier structure at village, Block and District level

(c) Single tier at block level

(d) Two tier structure at village and Block

ANS. (b) Three tier structure at village, Block and District level

Q 2. Which of the following is False

(a) The main function of a municipal corporation is to look after the needs of the farmers
(b) The minimum age of a voter in municipal election is 18 years

(c) The health officer is an important permanent officer of a municipality

(d) Tax on houses and land is one of the main sources of the income of municipality
ANS. (a) The main function of a municipal corporation is to look after the needs of the farmers
Q 3. Every municipal corporation has appointed by the government

(a) Talukdar

(b) Chief executive officer

(c) Major Officer

ANS. (b) Chief executive officer

Q 4. The elected head of the Municipal Corporation is known as.........

(a) Mahajan

(b) Corporator

(c) Mayor

(d) Officer

ANS. (c) Mayor

Q 5. The municipalities are formed in _ while municipal corporation are formed in.............
(a) Block, big cities

(b) Small cities, Village cities

(c) Small cities, Big cities

(d) Big cities, Janpads



ANS. (c) Small cities, Big cities

Q 6. Under municipality a city is divided into

(a) Wards

(b) Section

(c) Councils

(d) Parts

ANS. (a) Wards

Q 7. The local government realises ____ from people

(a) Municipal tax

(b) Professional tax

(c) Land tax

(d) Export tax

ANS. (a) Municipal tax

Q 8. For expenditure incurred by municipality some money is obtained from
(a) People

(b) Gram Panchayat

(c) Central government

(d) State government

ANS. (d) State government

Q 9. There are three urban local self government

(a) Nagar district , Municipality and Municipal corporation

(b) Nagar Panchayat, Municipality and Municipal corporation

(c) Nagar Sabha, Municipality and Municipal company

(d) Nagar Panchayat, Municipality and Municipal company

ANS. (b) Nagar Panchayat, Municipality and Municipal corporation
Q 10. The main function of the municipal corporation is to look after the need of
(a) Ministers

(b) Profession

(c) Officers

(d) City dwellers



ANS. (d) City dwellers
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Short answer type guestions-

Q1. What is a tax?

Ans: A tax is a sum of money that people pay to the government for the services the government
provides.

Q 2. What types of taxes people have to pay?

Ans: People have to pay property tax on their homes as well as taxes for water and other
services.



Q 3. Name two departments of the Municipal Corporation.
Ans: Water department and garbage collection department,
Q 4. What did the Commissioner advise Gangabai?

Ans: The Commissioner advised Gangabai to get a petition signed by all the adults in the locality
saying that garbage was not being collected.

Q 5. How are complicated decisions taken? Explain with examples.

Ans: (Complicated decisions usually affect the entire city and therefore these decisions are
taken by groups of Councillors who form committees to decide and debate issues. For example,
if bus stands need to be improved or a crowded market place needs to have its garbage cleared
more regularly, etc.

Q 6. Write a short note on the topic Sub contracting?

Ans: In recent times, in order to save money the Commissioners of several municipalities across
the country had hired private contractors to collect and process garbage. This is known as Sub-
Contracting. This means that the work that was earlier being done by government workers is
now being done by a private company or agency. These contract workers get low salary and
their jobs are temporary.
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Long answer type questions-

Q 1. Explain the functions of the Ward Councillor and the Administrative staff.

Ans: The Ward Councillors are elected members. They are responsible for the welfare of the
people of their wards. They listen their problems and get them solved. Sometimes, they have to
take complicated decisions that affect the entire city. At such moments, groups of councillors
who form committees gather together to decide and debate issues. While the Councillor’s



Committees and the councillors decide on issues, the Commissioner and the administrative
staff implement these decisions. All of the Ward Councillors meet and they make a budget and
the money is spent according to this. The Ward Councillors try and ensure that the particular
demands of their wards are placed before the entire council. These decisions are then
implemented by the administrative staff.

Q 2. List four ways in which the work of the Municipal Corporation affects the life of a city-
dweller.

Ans: 1. Construction of roads, street lights, parks, etc.
2.Disposal of garbage
3.Maintenance of drainage system
4.Supply of drinking water and electricity
Q 3. How does the Municipal Corporation earn the money to do its work?
Ans - They usually earn their money by imposing the following taxes.
1.Education tax
2.By imposing a tax on hotels and shops
3.Movie tax
4.House tax
Q 4. Who decides what different tasks to be done?
Answer: The committee or group of ward councillors decides what tasks are to be done:
*Bus stand to be improved.
eCrowded market places to be cleaned.
eDrain cutting across the city to be cleaned.
eWater supply.
eElectricity.
eGarbage collection.
eElectric wires (dangerous) to be replaced. —
e Street lighting
Q5. State whether these sentences are true (T) or false (F).
1.Gangabai was a timid lady.

2.Yasmin Khala was a retired judge.



3.Pune, being a big city, has a Municipal Corporation.
4.Larger houses have to pay fewer taxes.

5.The Commissioner and the administrative staff implement the decisions taken by
the Councilor’'s Committees and the councilors.

Answer : 1 False, 2 False, 3 True, 4 True, 5 True

8. Rural Livelihood
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Gist of the chapter

Different_Occupations: People in this village are involved in different professions such as
blacksmiths, teachers, washermen, weavers, barbers, mechanics, shopkeepers and traders.

Shops: Kalpattu village has a variety of small shops such as tea-shops, grocery stores, barber
shops, cloth shops, tailor shops, fertilizers and seed shops.

Life of a Woman Farmer: The woman, Thulasi works in farmland of Ramalingam and does
various work like transplanting paddy, weeding and harvesting. She earns 40 rupees daily. She
also does household tasks like cooking, cleaning and washing clothes.

Being in Debt: Farmers borrow money to fulfil the basic needs of the farming land. Sometimes,
they are unable to return the loan due to the failure of monsoon, which results in debt and finally
the major cause of distress.



Farmers: In Kalpattu village, there are labourers and farmers. All of them depend on farming. Big
farmers cultivate their land and sell their products in the market. Some people in the village depend
upon a forest, animal husbandry, dairy produce, fishing, etc.

Sources of Livelihood: Farming and collection of mahua, tendu leaves, honey, etc. from the forest
are the important sources of livelihood.

Rural Livelihood: People in rural areas earn their living in various ways. They undertake in
farming or non=farming activities. However, some people do not find work to keep them employed
throughout the year.

Pudupet: People earn their living by fishing in the sea in this area. Catamarans (fishing boats) are
used for fishing. They return to the coast with their catch to sell in the market. Fishermen usually
take loans from banks to purchase catamarans, nets and engines.

There are different ways in which people earn their living in villages. Village people are engaged
in both farm activities and non-farm works, such as making utensils, baskets etc .There are
agricultural labourers as well as big farmers. Working on farms involves operations such as
preparing the land, sowing, weeding and harvesting of crops. In India, nearly two out of every five
rural families are agricultural labourer families. The members of these families usually work on
other people’s fields to earn a living. In India, 80 per cent of farmers belongs to this group. Only
20 per cent of India’s farmers are well-off. Many people in rural areas depend upon collection
from the forest, animal husbandry, dairy produce, fishing etc. Rural livelihoods: Different ways of
earning living in rural areas. Pesticide: A chemical used for Killing pests, especially insects.

Migration: The movement of a large number of people from one place to another to find jobs.
Harvest: The act of cutting and gathering crops.

Terrace Farming: This is a type of farming in which the land on a hill slope is made into flat plots
and carved out in steps. The sides of each plot are raised in order to retain water. This allows water
to stand in the field, which is suitable for rice cultivation.
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Q 1. In which state of India is the village Kalpattu located?

(a) Tamil Nadu
(b) Mumbai




(c) Delhi

(d) Karnal

Ans: (a) Tamil Nadu

Q 2. Which type of food do the people of Tamil Nadu eat?
(a) Idli

(b) Dosa

(c) Upma

(d) All of these

Ans: (d) All of these

Q 3. By which land features is the village surrounded?
(a) By low hills

(b) By high mountains

(c) By a group of rivers

(d) By streams

Ans: (a) By low hills

Q 4. What is the main crop of village Kalpattu?

(a) Paddy

(b) Wheat

(c) Sweet com

(d) Sugarcane

Ans: (a) Paddy

Q 5. What is working time in Paddy fields in Kalpattu?
(a) 8.30 AM — 4.30 PM

(b) 10.00 AM — 5.00 PM

(c) 7.00 AM — 2.00 PM

(d) None of these

Ans: (a) 8.30 AM — 4.30 PM

Q 6 What does Ramalingam do with the rice produce in his rice mills?
(a) He distributes it to the poors

(b) He sells it to traders in nearby towns



(c) He sells it to government sector

(d) He sells it to villagers

Ans: (b) He sells it to traders in nearby towns

Q 7 Who was Thulasi?

(a) Agricultural labour

(b) Baildar

(c) Contractor

(d) None of these

Ans: (a) Agricultural labour

Q 8. What is the main occupation of people living in rural areas?
(a) Working on farms

(b) Working in banks

(c) Working at shops

(d) None of these

Ans: (a) Working on farms

Q 9. How much did Ramalingam pay to his workers?
(a) 100 rupees per day

(b) 50 rupees per day

(c) 40 rupees per day

(d) 30 rupees per day

Ans: (c) 40 rupees per day

Q 10. Which animal’s milk does Ramalingam sell in local milk cooperative?
(a) Of hybrid — Cow

(b) Of hybrid — Goat

(c) Of hybrid — Camel

(d) Of hybrid — Buffalo

Ans: (a) Of hybrid — Cow
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Short answer type guestions-




Q 1. You have probably noticed that people in Kalpattu are engaged in a variety of non-farm work.
List five of these.

Answer: The people of Kalpattu are engaged in a variety of non-farm work that are mentioned
below:

° Making baskets, utensils, pots, bricks, bullock-carts, etc.

° Providing services like blacksmiths, nurses, teachers, washermen, weavers, barbers, cycle
repair mechanics, etc.

° Working as trading and shopkeepers

° Working as construction workers and lorry drivers

Q 2. List the different types of people you read about in Kalpattu who depend on farming. Who is
the poorest among them and why?

Answer: Different types of people who depend on farming are:
(i) Large farmers

(ii) Small farmers

(iii) Landless farmers or agricultural labourers

Landless farmers are the poorest among them because they have no farms of their own. They get
very low wages for working on the farms of other people. and landowners for the farming job.
Moreover, when there is no work on farms, they have to find some low-income job outside like
loading sand from the river or stone from the quarry nearby.

Q 3. Imagine you are a member of a fishing family and you are discussing whether to take a loan
from the bank for an engine. What would you say?

Answer: If | were a member of a fishing family, |1 would say that we should take a loan from the
bank for an engine as it would help us to increase our income. Taking loan is the only option a
poor fisherman has to improve his business.

Q 4. Poor rural labourers like Thulasi often do not have access to good medical facilities, good
schools and other resources. You have read about inequality in the first unit of this text. The
difference between her and Ramalingam is one of inequality. Do you think this is a fair situation?
What do you think can be done? Discuss in class.

Answer: No, this is not a fair situation at all. All are equal in the eyes of the constitution. Therefore,
it is the duty of the government to provide basic facilities to all irrespective of their social and
economic status.

Q 5. What do you think the government can do to help farmers like Sekar when they get into debt?
Discuss.

Answer: The government can help farmers like Sekar in the following ways:

° By providing subsidies for seeds, fertilizers and pesticides.



) By providing loans on low-interest rates.

) By providing Minimum Support Price for crops.
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Long answer type guestions:

Q 1 Briefly explain the term seasonal unemployment

Ans: Seasonal unemployment is found basically in agricultural sectors. In industrial sectors, people
are employed normally for all the days in the year. But, this is not true for agriculture. This is due
to the fact that agricultural operations require labour only during certain seasons. In between the
seasons, the workers in agriculture remain idle or have no productive work to be engaged in.

Q 2 List the main problems being faced by Indian farmers today.

Ans: The three problems faced by the Indian farmers are:-



Lack of availability of water for irrigation. The high yielding variety of seeds, chemical fertilizers,
insecticides, pesticides etc. are very expensive, the farmers find it difficult to purchase them.

Most of the farmers have small holdings which are uneconomical.

In case of a crop failure, it becomes difficult in paying the loans taken from the banks and private
money lenders. In order, to pay the debts, they are compelled to sell their produce at cheaper rates

Q 3 Write short notes on rural livelihoods

Ans: People in rural areas earn their living in various ways. Some work on farms while others earn
their living on non-farms activates. Working on farms involves operations such as preparing the
land, sowing, weeding and harvesting of crops. Most farmers grow crops both for their own
requirements and also to sell in the market. There are some families in rural areas which thrive on
large acres of lands, business and other activities. However, most small farmers, agricultural
labourers, fishing families, crafts persons in the village do not find enough work to keep them
employed throughout the year.

Q 4 Describe the causes for the growth of agricultural labourers.

Ans: 1. The causes for the growth of agricultural labourers are as follows:-
Increase in population

2.Decline of cottage and handicraft industries.

Increase in indebtness.

3. Eviction of small farmers and tenants from land.

Q 5. Give any five causes for the backwardness of Indian agriculture.

Ans: The main causes for the backwardness of the Indian agriculture are as follows:-
1.Small and fragmented land holding

2.Vicious circle of poverty

3.Excessive dependence on monsoons

4.No scientific method of cultivation

5.Floods and droughts

Q 6. What are the main activities of people living near coastal village areas

Ans: People in villages near coastal areas earn their livelihood by fishing. Their houses are close
to sea and one finds rows of catamarans and nets lying around. At about 7 a.m. there are lot of
activities on beach, this is the time when catamarans return with their catch and women gather to
buy and sell fish.

Q 7. Discuss the problems faced by the fishermen during the monsoon season



Ans: During the monsoon season, the fishermen cannot go to the sea because this is when the fish
breed. These months are the most difficult ones. They survive by borrowing money from traders.
Because of this they face a problem of selling the fish to traders on low prices and cannot do their
own auctions.

Q 8. Why do poor people stay poor in rural India?

Ans: The major cause of poverty among India’s rural people is lack of access to productive assets
and financial resources. High level of illiteracy and lack of adequate health facilities are also
responsible for the poor staying poor in rural India.

Q9. Why do village people depends upon collection from the forest, animal husbandry, dairy
produce, fishing etc.?

Ans: The people in the rural areas depends upon collection from the forest, animal husbandry,
dairy produce, fishing etc. For example, in Central India, both farming and collection from the
forest are important sources of livelihood. Collecting mahua, tendu leaves, honey, to be sold to
traders is an important source of additional

9. Urban Livelihood
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GIST OF LESSON

An urban area is a developed human settlement with a high population density and infrastructure
of built environment.

Livelihood means the way that you earn money.

There are more than five thousand towns and 27 big cities in India. Labour chowk is a crossing
where labourers wait for work on the basis of daily wages. Permanent workers get regular work
and regular salary. Casual workers are temporary workers and they get work on daily wages. Call
centre is a centralized office that deals with problems and questions that consumers have regarding
goods purchased and services like banking, telecom, ticket booking etc. Vendors sell things that
are often prepared at home by their families who purchase, clean ,sort and make them ready to sell.
There are almost one crore street vendors in the country working in urban areas.
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Objective types questions-

1) A city is larger and bigger thana ................ (Village/Ward

2)iininnn. is a crossing where labourers wait for work on the basis of daily wages. (Mall/Labour
chowk

R) R sell things that are often prepared at home. (Vendor/Marketing Manager)

4) Bachchu Manjhi, a ................ (Barber/cycle Rickshaw puller)

5) i gave licence to do business in the city. (Gram Panchayat /Municipal Corporation)

6) There are more than five thousand towns and ......... big cities in India.

A) 200 B)600 C)27 D)1

7) Who decides on which day of the week the market will remain closed?
A) Panchayat B) Zila Parishad C) Sarpanch D) Municipal corporation.
8) Nirmala works as a ................ in an export garment unit.

A) Tailor B) Marketing manager C) Teacher D)Dentist

9) Foreign companies usually set up call centres in India because.

A) They can get people who will work for lower wages

B) They can get free land to establish the centres.

C) They can get people who can speak English.

D) Both Aand C

10) Street vending is now recognised as a general benefit and as a right of people to earn their

A) Livelihood B) Business C) Showroom D)None of these.

ANSWER OF OBJECTIVE TYPES QUESTIONS —

1) Village 2) Labour Chowk 3) Vendor 4) Cycle rickshaw puller 5) Municipal corporation.
6) 27 7) Municipal corporation 8) Tailor 9) Both Aand C  10) Livelihood
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SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS

Q. 1 Mention the activities which were in action on the street road?

Ans.1 i) Vegetable vendors busy in arranging vegetables.

i) Stall of flowers

iii) Barber

iv) Newspaper vendor

v) A woman pushing a cart with all kinds of plastic bottles , boxes etc.

Q2 Why government is thinking about modifying the law that banned street vendors?

Ans.2 Government is thinking about modifying the law that banned street vendors due to following
reasons:

I)Street vendors are useful for the general public.
INIt is the right of the people to earn their livelihood.
Q.3 Why workers gather at the labour chowk?



Ans.3 Workers gathers at labour chowk with a hope to get work on daily wages.
Q.4 What do you know about call centres ?

Ans.4 A call centres is a centralised office that deals with problems and questions that customers
have regarding goods purchased.

Q.5 Why did Bachchu Manjhi come to the city?

Ans.5Bachchu Manjhi came to the city to find work , because in his village he did not get masonry
work regularly. Moreover , the income which he earned was not sufficient for his family.
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LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS

Q.1 In what ways is a permanent and regular job different from a casual job? Discuss.

Ans.1 Regular and permanent job is completely secured and regular employees receives fixed
income. Regular or permanent workers attend some office or factory regularly. This work is clearly
identified. They get a regular salary. Their job time (working hours) is defined and they also get
paid holidays and others benefits from their employers.

Casual job, on other hand is totally unsecured and there is no fixed income. Casual workers’ job
is not permanent. There is no job security or protection is there is ill treatment. Working hours are
not fixed. They have not been provided even the basic amenities.

Q.2 What benefits does Sudha get along with her salary?



Ans.2 Sudha works as a marketing manager in a company which manufactures biscuits. She gets
a regular salary and is a permanent worker with the company. She can expect her job to continue
for a long time. Being a permanent worker, she also gets other benefits such as the following.

A) Saving for old age

B) Paid Holidays

C) Medical facilities

Q.3 What are various ways of earning livelihood in the urban areas?

Ans.3 People in urban areas are engaged in a variety of activities in order to earn their living. Some
are doing the work of a cobbler while some are barbers busy with their work. A number of people
earn their livelihood by pulling rickshaw. Vendors are also seen here and there selling household
articles. In urban areas showrooms of different items can be seen, these showrooms are run by
businesspersons. Several urban people are engaged in factories. Some are working in call centres.

Q4. Why labour/workers gather at the labour chowk? Mansion the work of these labourers.?

Ans. Workers gather at labour chowk with a hope to get work on daily basis. These labourers do
the following works:

They work as helpers to masons.
They dig at construction sites.
They unload trucks in the market.
They build roads.

o~ w0 e

They dig pipelines and telephone cables.

Q5. What is the difference between rural and urban livelihood?

Ans.5 RURAL LIVELIHOOD —

1.Rural livelihood are based upon primary activities like farming, fishing, mining, dairy etc.
2.Rural livelihood involves living with and being sustained by nature.

3.Rural livelihood have less opportunity to work

4.Lifestyle of rural people is poor due to less income.

URBAN LIVELIHOOD —

1.Urban livelihood are based upon secondary and tertiary activities like manufacturing and
services.

2.Urban area has large migrant population.
3.Urban area has more opportunity to do various kind of work.

4.Lifestyle of urban people is good due to more opportunity to work
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