
 

 
 

 

   Sample Paper For Periodic Test 1, 2023-24  

       SET II 

   ENGLISH CORE-301 CLASS- XII  

 

Time allowed- 1.30 Hrs.                                                      Max Marks- 40  

 

General Instructions:  
1. This paper is divided into three sections: A,B & C. All the sections are compulsory.  

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. 

Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.  

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering subjective questions.  

 
    SECTION -A READING (10 Marks)  

1.Read the passage given below: (1x10=10) 

 
The India brought into being in 1947 was created not just by deeds, but by words. The fierce 

imaginations of its leading political actors were also literary imaginations, and as their writings set out a 

vision of modern India, the texts themselves worked to constitute it. Among the essential texts-- 

Mohandas Karamch and Gandhi’s An Autobiography: The Story Of My Experiments With Truth and 

Hind Swaraj, Rabindranath Tagore’s Nationalism and Gora, and Jawaharlal Nehru’s An 

Autobiography- is The Discovery of India. 

 
Nehru was of a generation younger than Tagore (1861-1941) and Gandhi(1869-1948).  Born in 1889 in 

Allahabad, then a sleepy upcountry town, his father Motilal was a self- made, wealthy lawyer with 

overbearing ambitions for his only son. Motilal Nehru saw his son’s future as resting on his capacity to 

absorb the language and culture of India’s British rulers ( a language and culture that, at Motilal’s 

insistence, pervaded the Nehrus’ own provincial household). And so the fifteen- year- old Jawaharlal, 

slight in build and shy in disposition, was shipped to England, where he studied first at Harrow and then 

at Cambridge. 

 
Nehru returned to India in 1912. His experience abroad implanted in him a marked capacity for distance 

and detachment towards his own country. It also left him, by his own admission, unconnected to the 

living world of his fellow Indians. Destined for a life expended between days in barrister’s tails and 

gown, dinners with moffusil English administrators, he soon dissented. By the end of the First World 

War in 1918, he was attracted to a newly stirring nationalism and entered a lifelong engagement with its 

startling leader, Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi had himself only recently returned to India in 1915, after 

almost two decades in South Africa, and had busily invented his own conception of Indianness- his own 

Indian self identity-one that managed, unlike any before, to speak to vast numbers of people across the 

subcontinent. 

 
For Nehru, pulled along by Gandhi’s political vitalization of India during the 1920s and 1930s, the 

crafting of an Indian selfhood was to be a more gradual, vexed and infinitely 
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subtle process- a lifelong journey to which Nehru’s writings bear rich witness. He could not take India 

or his own identity, for granted. In sentences that crystallized his ambivalence he wrote in The 

Discovery of India of how he approached India ‘as an alien critic…and looked at her as a friendly 

Westerner might have done. I was eager and anxious to change her outlook and appearance and give 

her the garb of modernity. And yet doubts arose within me. Did I know India?-I who presumed to scrap 

much of her past heritage?’ 

 
On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the questions given below.

 (1x10=10) 

i. Choose the option that correctly shows the descending order in terms of age 

A) B) 
 

 

 

 

 

C) D) 

 

ii) What does the writer mean when he says that India was created not just by deeds but by 
words? 
 

iii) Who is the author of ‘Gora’?  

a.Nehru   b. Tagore    c. Gandhi      d.None of the above 

 

iv) Which among the following is NOT TRUE about Nehru: 
 

a. He was slight in build in his youth 
 

 

  Nehru 

 Gandhi 

  Tagore 

  

   

  



 
b.He was very timid 
 

c. He was a self-made man 
 

d. He returned to India in 1912 after his studies abroad 
 

v) Choose the meaning of ambivalence from the following  

a .showing both good and bad feelings 

b.join together to form a single entity 
 

c.can live both on land and in water  

d.having no definite shape or form 

vi) Choose the statement which is false 

 

a. Motilal Nehru was an ambitious father 
 

b.Nehru was sent to England at the age of fifteen 
 

c.Nehru first studied at Cambridge 
 

d.Nehru was born in Allahabad 
 

vii) The problem that Gandhiji faced immediately after his return from South Africa 
 

a. Political vitalization of India 
 

b. To invent his own Indian self identity 
 

c. To craft an Indian selfhood 
 

d.To speak to vast numbers of people across the subcontinent 
 

viii) The terms ‘alien critic’ and ‘friendly Westerner’ are used to show that Nehru’s approach 

to India was 

a. anxious 
 

b. ambivalent 
 

c. eager 
 

d.subtle 

 

ix)Which among the following is true with regard to Motilal Nehru’s attitude to the British 

culture 

a.He believed that Nehru’s future depended on his capacity to absorb the British culture. 

b. He insisted that the language and culture of the British rulers to be followed in their household. 

 



 

c. He shipped his son to England. 
 

d. All the above. 
 

x) How did his stay abroad change Nehru ? 
 

1.He felt distanced and detached towards his country 

2.He felt unconnected to the living world of his country men 

3.He felt happy to be a barrister 

4.He disliked his Indianness 

a.   1& 2 

b.   3& 4 

c.   1 & 3 

d.   2 & 4 

 

          SECTION B WRITING                     (5 marks) 

 

You are Kavita / Kailash staying at B-101, Yamuna Vihar, Delhi.You find it disturbing that despite a ban 

on the use of polythene bags, its use is rampant in the city. Write a letter to the editor of a National Daily 

expressing your concern about the apathy of people towards environmental degradation. Also suggest 

ways to mobilise city dwellers for the cause of safe environment with the help of school children. 

 

 

SECTION –C LITERATURE  (25 marks) 

 
 

3. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow. (3+4=7) 

A.Every day we have said to ourselves, ‘Bah! I’ve plenty of time. I’ll learn it tomorrow. Now those 

fellows out there will have the right to say to you, ‘How is it; you pretend to be Frenchmen, and yet 

you can neither speak nor write your own language?’But you are not the worst, poor little Franz. 

We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with. 

i. Which among the following is the reason for the current state of affairs with regard to the French 

language? 

a .ignorance 
 

b. pride 
 

c. procrastination 
 

d. humiliation 
 

ii. Who is to be blamed for their present destiny in the view of M. Hamel ? 
 

a. The teacher 
 

b. The students 
 

c. The parents 
 

d. All of them 



 

 

iii. Which among the following best explains the meaning of the word ‘reproach’ in the context of the 

passage? 

a. blame for something you have done 
 

b. criticize for something you have done 
 

c. to feel guilty about something you feel you should have done 
 

d. to condemn somebody for an offence 
 

iv. What is reflected in the words of M.Hamel ? 
 

a. linguistic chauvinism 
 

b. linguistic rights 
 

c. language loyalty 
 

d. linguistic superiority 

 

 

B.I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winters moon and felt that old 

familiar ache, my childhood’s fear,  

but all I said was, see you soon, Amma, 

all I did was smile and smile and smile… 

 

i) Kamala Das describes the ache as ‘familiar’ because 

 

a) she has experienced it since her childhood 

b) she is able to endure it easily 

c) it is experienced by all 

d) it makes everything look familiar 

 

ii) What is the figure of speech used in the last line? 

a) metaphor 

b) simile 

c) repetition 

d) alliteration 

 

iii) Which among the following terms is most appropriate to describe the poet’s smile? 

a) enigmatic 

b) reassuring 

c) sarcastic 

d) mysterious 

 

4. Attempt the questions given below in 30-40 words each (4x2=8) 

i. What is ironical about Savita’s fate? 

 

 



 

ii. ‘Garbage to them is gold’. What does this mean? 

iii. ‘I never saw him look so tall’. Why did M. Hamel look so tall? 

iv. How did Sam initially explain Charley’s strange experience? 

 
5.Attempt the following questions 120-150 words: ( 2x5=10) 

 

A. How did Douglas make sure that he had conquered the old terror ? 

 

B. How flattery is eating into roots of our society and polity ? Explain taking reference from 'The Tiger 

King ? 

 
 


