
   Sample Paper For Periodic Test 1, 2023-24  

        SET III 

        ENGLISH CORE-301 CLASS- XII  

 

Time allowed- 1.30 Hrs.                                                      Max Marks- 40  

 

General Instructions:  

1. This paper is divided into three sections: A,B & C. All the sections are 

compulsory.  

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever 

necessary. Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.  

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering subjective questions.  

 

    SECTION -A READING (10 Marks)  

 

1.Read the passage given below: (1x10=10) 

 

Punctuality is a necessary habit in all public affairs of a civilised society. Without it 

nothing could ever be brought to a conclusion; everything would be in a state of 

chaos. Only in a sparsely populated rural community, it is possible to disregard it. In 

the ordinary living there can be some tolerance of unpunctuality. The intellectual, 

who is working on some abstruse problem, has everything coordinated and organised 

for the matter in hand. He is therefore forgiven if late for the dinner party. But people 

are often reproached for unpunctuality when their only fault is cutting things fine. It 

is hard for energetic, quick-minded people to waste time, so they are tempted to 

finish a job before setting out to keep an appointment. If no accidents occur on the 

way, like punctured tyres, diversion of traffic, or sudden descent of fog, they will be 

on time. They are more often industrious useful citizens than those who are never 

late. The over-punctual can as much be atrial to others as the unpunctual. The guest 

who arrives half an hour too soon is the greatest nuisance. Some friends of my family 

had this irritating habit. The only thing to do was to ask them to come half an hour 

later than the other guests. Then they arrived just when we wanted them. If you are 

catching a train, it is always better to be comfortably early than even a fraction of a 



minute too late. Although being early may mean wasting a little time, this will be less 

than if you miss the train and have to wait an hour or so for the next one. And you 

avoid the frustration of arriving at the very moment when the train is drawing out of 

the station and being unable to get on it. An even harder situation is to be on the 

platform in good time for the  train and still to see it go off without you. Such an 

experience befell a certain young girl the first time she wastravelling alone. 

She entered the station twenty minutes before the train was due, since her parents had 

impressed upon her that it would be unforgivable to miss it and cause trouble to the 

friends with whom she was going to stay to make two journeys to meet her. She gave 

her luggage to a porter and showed him her ticket. To her horror he said that she was 

two hours too soon. She felt in her handbag for the piece of paper on which her father 

had written down all the details of the journey and gave it to the porter. He agreed 

that a train did come in the station at the time on the paper and that it did stop, but 

only to take on water, not passengers. The girl asked to see a timetable, feeling sure 

that her father could not have made such a mistake. The porter went to fetch one and 

arrived back with the station-master, who produced it with a flourish and pointed out 

a microscopic ‘o’ beside the time of the arrival of the train at his station. This little 

‘o’ indicated that the train only stopped for water. Just at that moment the train came 

into the station. The girl, tears streaming down her face, begged to be allowed to slip 

into the guard’s van. But the station-master was adamant; rules cannot be broken. 

And she had to watch that train disappear towards her destination while she was left 

behind. 

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions 

by choosing the best of the choices .                                                         (1x 5 = 

5Marks) 

(a) A person arriving late for a dinner party is forgiven if he …………………….. 

      (i) is from a rural background 

(ii) is intellectual, working on some abstruse problem 

      (iii) has been an industrious and useful citizen 

      (iv) is in the habit of arriving half an hour before time 

(b) The girl had arrived at the station 20 minutes earlier ………………………. 

(i) as her parents had instructed her likewise 

       (ii) she wanted to be there to see the train go off 



(iii) to give her luggage to the porter 

(iv) she wanted to slip into the guardroom 

(c) The ‘o’ in the timetable indicated …………… 

      (i) the train would not halt at that station 

      (ii) it was just stopover to pick up railway staff 

(iii) the train only stopped for water 

(iv) the station master could apply the rules 

(d) If you are catching a train, it is always better to be …………………. 

     (i) late by a few minutes 

     (ii) on time always 

(iii) early by a couple of hours 

      (iv) late by only a fraction of a minute 

(e) The station master was adamant. Pick the ANTONYM of the word ‘adamant’? 

 (i) resolute 

 (ii) uncompromising 

 (iii) unshakable 

  (iv) agreeable 

1.2 Answer anyFIVE of  the following questions briefly: (5x1=5Marks) 

 (i) Why is punctuality necessary in a civilised society? 

 (ii) The over-punctual can as much be a trial to others as the unpunctual. Why ? 

 (iii) Why do energetic, quick-minded people arrive late for appointments? 

 (iv) What instructions did the young girl get from her parents? 

 (v) Where is it possible to   see disregard for punctuality? 

 (vi) Find a word from the passage which means the same as ‘blamed’ from (para1) 



 

      SECTION B CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS 

2. With the onset of monsoons, mosquitoes also arrive. As Ajay Arora of class XII, 

write an article for the school bulletin about the mosquito menace and the ways to get 

rid of it in not more than 150 words.                                                

5 Marks 

 

The onset of Monsoon- heavy rainfalls- mosquito breeding- Dengue spreads- the 

fatal spread of the disease, hospitals swarming with patients, lack of proper health 

care –people suffer-  need to take proper precaution and  increase awareness. 

 

 

   SECTION C- LITERATURE (25 Marks) 

 

3. Read the following extracts carefully to attempt the questions with reference 

to the context.         (4+3=7) 

A. Fishermen in the cold sea  

would not harm whales  

and the man gathering salt  

would look at his hurt hands. 

 

(a). In the given extract, the poet mentions "fishermen' which is symbolic for 

___________  ? 

(i) the entire fishing community. 

(ii) man's indiscriminate exploitation of nature for his vested interest. 

(iii) thelabour working in industries. 

(iv) none of these. 

(b). What is the poet's message for the man gathering salt? 

(i) He must take care of himself and realize the harm caused by his tireless efforts. 

(ii) To stop and introspect. 

(iii) To give time for the wounds to heal. 



(iv) All of these. 

(c) What kind of image is created by the poet in the last lines? 

(i) The image of stillness 

(ii) The image of suffering 

(iii) The image of destruction 

(iv) None of these. 

d)What message does the poet wish to give through these lines? 

B. After months of knowing him, I ask him his name. ―Saheb-e-Alam,‖ he 

announces. He does not know what it means. If he knew its meaning — lord of the 

universe — he would have a hard time believing it. Unaware of what his name 

represents, he roams the streets with his friends, an army of barefoot boys who appear 

like the morning birds and disappear at noon. Over the months, I have come to 

recognise each of them.  

a). The author asks the name of Saheb after months of knowing him. This suggests 

that .... 

 (i) She does not care about barefoot rag-pickers who live in a slum dwelling  

 (ii) She has been waiting for the right opportunity  

 (iii) Names are insignificant for her as she is more interested in their problems & 

their solutions  

  (iv) It is difficult for her to remember so many names together  

  b) Which of the following is not rightly matched?  

   (i) Name of Saheb-e-alam                         : irony  

   (ii) An army of barefoot boys                   : Anaphora  

   (iii) Boys who appear like morning birds : Simile  

   (iv) ask him his name                                : Alliteration  

 

 (c) What does author‘s interaction with these children reflect about her nature?   



 4 .Answer the following questions in about 40-50 words each.      

(4x2=8 Marks) 

i) “Your parents were not anxious enough to have you learn. They preferred to put 

you to work on a farm or at the mills, so as to have a little more money. And I? ” 

 

Why did M Hamel blame their parents and himself for acting as a hindrance in the 

children learning French? 

 

ii)  Why was Douglas determined to get over his fear of water? 

 

(iii) How does the narrator describe Galesburg, Illinois?(The Third Level) 

 

(iv) Who killed the 100th tiger? Why?  

 

5.Answer the following in about 120-150 words:                                                (5+5=10) 

 

i)  If we surrender to our fears, they overpower us; If we face them, they fade away. 

Do you agree? Explain with reference to the lesson. 'Deep Water'. 

 

ii) The story reveals refuge from reality to illusion. Do you think it is obvious to 

escape from reality of life? (The Third Level)                                           


