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SECTION A: READING (20 Marks) 

Reading passage is to comprehend the unseen passages and answer the questions that follow. The questions 

include both comprehension and vocabulary as well. 

 

SKILLS TESTED:  
Reading for comprehension, conceptual understanding, critical evaluation, decoding, inference, interpreting 

analysis and vocabulary are the skills to be tested. 

 

Some tips to answer unseen passage questions: 

1. Read the questions first. It saves time to know what you are reading for. 

 

2. Make sure you understand the questions. Underline the key word(s) in the questions and look in   for the 

key words in the passage. 

 

3. Now, Read the passage as quickly as you can. Look for the answer as you read. When you find the answer, 

take notice of it. 

 

4. Use the key words from the question to locate the answer in the passage. In this way you can be sure that 

your answer is the best and complete. 

 

5. Try to get a general idea of the passage. You are not expected to know the meaning of all the words in the 

passage. You should work in collaboration with Eyes, Hand and Brain. 

 

6. After 1set reading, read the questions once again. The questions will give you the idea from which part, 

the questions are asked. It will make answering the questions easy and correct. 

 

7. Synonyms will be asked from the passage. If you do not know the word, read the referred paragraph again. 

You will understand what the line is trying to convey and hence there is a possibility that the meaning will 

become clear to you and you will be able to answer its synonym. You just have to puzzle out the meaning. 

 

8. Solve previous year‘s exam papers: - (CODE NO.184 LANGUAGE & LITERATURE) 

     By solving the previous papers you can understand and identify what kind of questions are framed in the 

examination. This will provide you sufficient practice along with building up your confidence and enable 

you to mentally prepare for those kinds of questions. 

 

 

PASSAGE 1(Solved) 

 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL 

My childhood had always been a sheltered one. My parents along with my teachers, tried to instill good 

ethics in me. But sharing was one moral value which I was never comfortable with. ―Why should I give?‖ 

was my question. During one vacation to my hometown, I was at the railway station with my parents. As we 

were waiting for a train, something caught my attention. Two small children, perhaps siblings, were seeking 

alms nearby. Though they appeared at ease, I was shocked by their overall untidiness. When they approached 

us, my father promptly gave the older one, some money.  
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Those were the days when I was constantly reminded of the virtues of ―sharing‟ things with others. So, when 

my mother nudged me, I knew why and the look my mother gave me, confirmed. I had a pack of my favorite 

chocolates in my pocket and, even though I pretended to have forgotten about it, she remembered them. I 

was devastated. With a heavy heart I fished out one and placed reluctantly on the outstretched hand of the 

girl. She flashed a smile and the duo moved on. But my gaze never left them as I wanted to know about the 

fate of my chocolate. After a while I saw her unwrap it. She then did something which moved me. Without a 

moment‘s hesitation, she put the chocolate in her brother‘s mouth and watched his face brighten up as he 

savored it. Her action puzzled me. Why did she not eat it herself? Regret and shame overcame me when I 

realized that I had deliberately given only one chocolate. I quickly decided to give her one more chocolate 

voluntarily. Strangely, my action made me feel better than I had thought. As our train approached the station, 

the girl rushed to give me something. It was a small paper doll which she had made with the wrapper of the 

chocolates. I was speechless. Was she trying to convey a ―Thank you‖? That little girl taught me the joy of 

sharing and also answered one big question of ―Why should I give? I now ask Why not, as sharing is all 

about loving. Happiness abounds when shared. 

 

Years have rolled by and I still cherish that valuable lesson I learnt during that vacation. Sometimes 

life teaches us things we fail to learn from classrooms. I still think of that girl and her brother and 

wonder where they would be now….. Those sparkling eyes and beautiful smile. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

 

(i) Complete the sentences on the basis of your reading of the passage:     

(a) As a child, the author learnt moral values from _________________________________. 

(b) The author saw two siblings begging when she was on her way ____________________ 

(c) The author‘s mother forced her to ___________________________________________. 

(d) Before parting the girl presented __________________________________to the author. 

(e) The author interpreted the little girl‘s act as a way of ____________________________. 

(f) The author felt ashamed of _________________________________________________. 

(g) The little girl derived happiness by:  

(i) Throwing it  

(ii) Giving it to another beggar  

(iii) Putting it in her younger brother‘s mouth 

(h) The author learnt from the little girl: 

(i) The joy of sharing  

(ii) Everything can‘t be shared  

(iii) Kindness 

ANSWERS 

a. parents and teachers. 

b .to her home town. 

c. give a chocolate to the beggar. 

d. paper doll made of the chocolate wrapper. 

e. expressing her gratitude for her act of giving only one chocolate to the two siblings. 

f. giving only one chocolate deliberately. 

g. putting the chocolate in her younger brother‘s mouth. 

h .joy of sharing. 
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PASSAGE 2 (Solved) 

 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

 

SPEEDING UP INDIA’S JOURNEY BY BULLETTRAINS    By: Vijay Kumar Dutt 

 

Indian Railways High speed in Indian Railways is at present limited to 150 KMPH. However, in many other 

countries the speed of Railways is of the order of 200 KM per hour (KMPH). In France, Japan, Germany, 

China, Spain and South Korea high speed traction above 280 KMPH has been introduced. India and Japan 

have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on 12th December, 2015 on cooperation and assistance 

in the Mumbai–Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (HSR) Project referred to by many as ‗Bullet Train Project‘. 

Japan has offered an assistance of over Rs. 79,000 crore for the project. The loan is for a period of 50 years 

with a moratorium of 15 years, at an interest rate of 0.1 per cent. 

 

The project is a 508-kilometre Railway line costing a total of Rs. 97,636 crore, to be implemented in a period 

of seven years. It has been agreed that for the Mumbai – Ahmadabad HSR Project. Japan‘s Shinkansen 

Technology, known for its speeds reliability and safety, will be adopted. Transfer of technology and ―Make 

in India‖ will be essential part of this assistance package. Japan will also assist India in training of personnel 

for HSR.‘ The two countries have also entered into two comprehensive technological cooperation agreements 

on 11th December 2015, for modernization and up gradation of Indian railways. 

 

These agreements have been signed during the official visit to India of His Excellency Mr. Shinzo Abe, the 

Prime Minister of Japan, during December 11-13, 2015. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

a) Name the countries where high speed traction above 280 KMPH has been introduced. 

b) Which project is known as ―Bullet Train Project‖? 

c) How much time and money is estimated for the Project? 

d) Which technology will be adopted for the Project? 

e) What agreements were signed during 11th December to 13th December2015? 

f) What is Shinkansen Technology famous for? 

g) How has Japan assisted India financially for the Project? 

h) In paragraph No. 2 the synonym of ‗essential‘ is: 

(i) unwanted  

(ii) inessential  

(iii) unnecessary  

(iv) fundamental 

 

ANSWERS: 

a) High speed traction above 280 KMPH has been introduced in France, Japan, Germany, China,   

Spain and South Korea. 

b) The MoU signed between India and Japan on cooperation and assistance in the Mumbai–Ahmedabad 

High Speed Rail (HSR) Project is known as ―Bullet Train Project‖ 

c) The time of seven years and an amount of about Rs 97,636 crore is estimated for the project. 

d) Shinkansen Technology will be adopted for the Project. 

e) The agreements signed during 11th December to 13th December 2015 were modernization and up  

gradation of Indian railways. 

f) Shinkansen Technology is famous for its speeds reliability and safety. 
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g) Japan has offered an assistance of over Rs. 79,000 crore for the project. The loan is for a period of 50 

years with a moratorium of 15 years, at an interest rate of 0.1 per cent. 

h) (iv) The word is ‗fundamental‘. 

 

PASSAGE 3 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

Sniffer dog Tucker uses his nose to help researchers find out why a killer whale population off the northwest 

coast of the United States is on decline. He searches for whale faces floating on the surface of the water, 

which are then collected for examination. He is one of the elite team of detection dogs used by scientists 

studying a number of species including Right whales and Killer whales. 

 

Conservation canines are fast becoming indispensable tools for biologists according to Aimee Hurt, associate 

director and co-founder of Working Dogs for Conservation, based in Three Forks, Montana. 

 

Over the last few years, though, so many new conservation dog projects have sprung up that Hurt can no 

longer keep track of them all. Her organization‘s dogs and their handlers are fully booked to assist field 

researchers into 2012. 

 

―Dogs have such a phenomenal sense of smell‖, explained Sam Wasser, director of the Center for 

Conservation Biology at the University of Washington in Seattle. He has worked with scat-detection 

dogs since 1990s. Scientists have been using Conservation Canines in their research since 1990s. These dogs 

have enabled them to non-invasively access vast amount of genetic and physiological information which is 

used to tackle conservation problems around the world. Such information has proved vital for determining 

the causes and consequences of human disturbances on wildlife as well as the actions needed to mitigate such 

impacts. 

 

The ideal detection dog is extremely energetic with an excessive play drive. These dogs will happily work all 

day long, motivated by the expectation of a ball game as a reward for sample detection. The obsessive, high 

energy personalities of detection dogs also make them difficult to maintain as pets. As a result, they 

frequently find themselves abandoned to animal shelters, facing euthanasia. The programme rescues these 

dogs and offers them a satisfying career in conservation research. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

(a) According to the text there are a few________ detection dogs like Tucker. 

(b) Tucker sniffs for whale________ 

(c) The dogs are special because they assist in research without ________ 

(d) The ideal detection dog ________ 

(e) The dog‘s expect________ as a reward of their hard work. 

(f) ________of these dogs make it difficult to keep them as pets. 

(g) These dogs find career in ________ 

(h) The word ‗euthanasia‘ means ________ 

 

PASSAGE 4 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

1 During the Gulf War, a few years back, tens of thousands of seabirds were killed due to oil spills. Do you 

know what makes crude oil on ocean water so deadly? 
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2. Crude oil is not used in the same state it is produced at the off-shore wells. It is converted in refineries into 

a wide range of products such as gasoline, kerosene, diesel, fuel oils, and petrochemical feed-stocks. Before 

it is refined, the oil also contains potentially fatal components. 

 

3. Crude oil is made up of compounds of carbon and hydrogen called hydrocarbons. These                                       

hydrocarbons may be paraffin - the oil that is used as fuel in heaters and lamps, or cycloparaffins 

(naphthenic), or aromatic compounds, in varying proportions. While crude oil found in the US is mostly 

paraffinic, that found along the Gulf Coast are naphthenic, which contain sulphur compounds in varying 

amounts, a small amount of nitrogen and very little oxygen. Every variety of crude oil has nickel and 

vanadium in high concentration. Iron may be found in organic form due to the corrosion of pipes. Paraffin 

like methane and ethane are asphyxiates; Substances that cause suffocation. 

 

4. The effects of cycloparaffins are more or less similar to those of the paraffin but unsaturated paraffin are 

more noxious than the saturated ones. The sulphur present in crude oil may be toxic. The 

mechanism of toxic action seems to involve its breakdown to hydrogen sulphide. They will act primarily on 

the nervous system with death, resulting mainly from respiratory paralysis. Sulphur in the form of aromatic 

thiophenes, benzothiophenes can damage the livers and kidneys of sea animals. Sulphur compounds like 

mercaptans can be very dangerous too. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

(a) How were Thousands of sea birds killed? 

(b) What are the primary components of crude oil? 

(c) What is Paraffin is used for? 

(d) What is the effect of the Sulphur on sea animals? 

(e) What does every variety of crude oil contain in excess? 

(f) Asphyxiates cause death by ______________ 

(g) The word ‗refined‘ means _____________ 

(i) pure  

(ii) impure 

(iii) Fine  

(iv) nice 

(h) Sulphur compounds like ______________ can be dangerous too. 

(i) carbon  

(ii) hydrogen  

(iii) mercaptans  

(iv) none of the above 

 

PASSAGE 5 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:   (8 Marks) 

 

Heartbeats get abnormal after exercising, running, or after doing some strenuous work. There is nothing to 

worry about. But if your heart beats at irregular pace often, it is important to take note of it rather than ignore 

it as it can be a warning sign for a heart ailment called darrhythmia. A normal heartbeats 60-100 times per 

minute while resting, but if it starts beating too slowly or too fast or if the heartbeat is irregular of premature, 

then that condition is known as arrhythmia. People tend to avoid it as a minor issue little knowing that it can 

lead to a stroke, fall due to drop of BP, loss of consciousness or even result in heart failure. 

 

In a country where people take time to press the panic button when it comes to illnesses and medical 

problems, it is no surprise that a number of cases of irregular heartbeats go unnoticed for a long time. Some 
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dismiss it as just a recurring symptom of body weakness; others may ignore it as a side-effect of blood 

pressure issues. The lack of awareness about arrhythmia means that not many people even take note of the 

symptoms. 

 

When heartbeat is not too fast, it is called tachycardia. When the beats are slow, it is known as bradycardia. 

An irregular heartbeat may be due to arterial fibrillation. The problem is that the symptoms are quite vague 

and can be associated with other minor medical problems in India, not many people are aware that there is a 

heart‘s electricity related disorder called arrhythmia.  

 

Often it is diagnosed when doctors are checking a patient for something else. More often, by the time it is 

diagnosed, major damage has already been caused. It is important to take seriously any abnormality in the 

rhythm of our heart.  

 

There are many symptoms that can help predict arrhythmia like shortness of breath, weakness, early fatigue, 

palpitations, thumping in the chest, dizziness, chest pain, fainting and, of course, too fast or slow heartbeats. 

Ignoring these symptoms is inviting a major health trouble. While some type of arrhythmias can be harmless, 

other can be life threatening as it may disrupt the normal functioning of the heart. In some cases, it can lead 

to heart failure too. The condition is treatable with the help of implantation of a pacemaker, devices or 

through burning the points from where irregular beats originate through radio- frequency heat waves.  

 

There are a few things in medicine where a permanent cure is possible. For certain arrhythmia this stands 

true with radio frequency ablation.  

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage Answer the following questions: 

(a)What is normal heartbeat? 

(b)What do you call the situation when the heartbeat is too slow or fast? 

(c)What happens when there is drop in BP? 

(d)What results due to arterial fibrillation? 

(e)When is arrhythmia detected? 

(f)What danger is there when dizziness or chest pain is ignored? 

(g)When does heart beat abnormally? 

(h)In paragraph No. 6 the synonym of ‗permanent‘ is: 

(a) Everlasting (b) temporary (c) mortal (d) impermanent 

 

 

PASSAGE 6 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

 

Effective speaking depends on effective listening. It takes energy to concentrate on hearing and 

understanding what has been heard. Incompetent listeners fail in a number of ways. First, they drift off and 

finally they react. They let their personal feelings about the speaker of the subject; override the significance 

of the message which is being sent. 

 

What can a listener do to be more effective? The first key to effective listening is the art of concentration. If a 

listener positively wishes to concentrate on receiving a message, his chances of success are high. It may need 

determination. Some speakers are difficult to follow, either because of voice problems, or because of the 

form in which they send a message. There is then a particular need for the determination of a listener to 

concentrate on what is being said. 
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Concentration is helped by alertness. Mental alertness is helped by physical alertness. It is not simply 

physical fitness, but also positioning of the body, the limbs and the head. Some people also find it helpful to 

their concentration if they hold the head slightly to one side. One useful way for achieving this is intensive 

note-taking, by trying to capture the critical headings and sub-headings the speaker is referring to.  

 

Note-taking has been recommended as an aid to the listener. It also helps the speaker. It gives him confidence 

when he sees that listeners are sufficiently interested to take notes; the patterns of eye-contact when the note-

taker looks up can be very positive; and the speaker‘s timing is aided – he can see when a note-taker is 

writing hard and can then make effective use of pauses. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

a) What does effective listening lead to? 

b) What is one of the hurdles that come in the way of effective listening? 

c) Why is it difficult to understand what some speakers say? 

d) How is note making useful for the speakers? 

e) What should we do in order to concentrate? 

f) What can enhance our concentration? 

g) According to the passage how can one be an effective speaker? 

h) Find a word from the passage which is the antonym of ‗useless‘. 

(a) Impractical  

(b) Unusable 

(c) Unserviceable  

(d) Useful 

 

PASSAGE 7 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

 

Legends will tell you that flamingos are no ordinary visitors to Kutch. They were the honored guests of king 

Lakho and he had forbidden the hunting of flamingos, which came to Kutch from various parts of the world 

every year to breed. For centuries the region has been a heaven for the migratory birds. Today, Flamingos 

city is an island in the middle of Kutch, known to the world over as one of the biggest breeding grounds of 

the greater flamingos, is strewn with bodies of hundreds of flamingo chicks. The parents of these chicks have 

fled from the island due to lack of food. Zooplanktons, algae and small fish that these birds survive on, are 

dying due to sudden increase in the salinity of the Rann water. One can ever see dead fish floating. 

 

Flamingos need salt-encrusted, damp mud to build nests. The place where they build their nests has to be 

inaccessible to predatory cats and birds. It should also have sufficient food. The right mix of sweet brackish 

water in the Rann is crucial for the proliferation of planktons and algae that the flamingos feed on. Faced 

with starvation flamingos have fled from the island leaving their chicks to feed for themselves. Till date 

around a thousand flamingos have died. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

 

(a) How did King Lakho look at the flamingos? 

(b) Where is Flamingo city situated? 

(c) How has Flamingo city become a mortuary today? 

(d) Why is Flamingo food not available in flamingo city? 

(e) What conditions are required to build the nests of flamingos? 

(f) Why did the parents of the chicks flee from the island? 
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(g) Write the name of the fishes from the passage? 

(h) Find a word from the passage which is the synonym of ‗scatter ‗‘. 

(a) Flock  

(b) scads  

(c) multitude  

(d) strewn 

 

PASSAGE 8 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

Chess is a two-player strategy board game played on a chessboard, a checker game board with squares 

arranged in an eight-by-eight grid. Chess is played by millions of people worldwide, both amateurs and 

professionals. Each player begins the game with 16 pieces: one king, one queen, two rooks, two knights, two 

bishops, and eight pawns. Each of the six piece- types moves differently.  

 

The most powerful piece is the queen and the least powerful piece is the pawn. The objective is to 

'checkmate' the opponent's king by placing it under an inescapable threat of capture. To this end, a player's 

pieces are used to attack and capture the opponent's pieces, while supporting their own. In addition to 

checkmate, the game can be won by voluntary resignation by the opponent, which typically occurs when too 

much material is lost, or if checkmate appears unavoidable. A game may also result in a draw in several 

ways. 

Chess is believed to have originated in India, sometime before the 7th century, being derived from the Indian 

game of Chaturanga. Chaturanga is also the likely ancestor of the Eastern strategy games Xiangqi, Janggi 

and Shogi. The pieces took on their current powers in Spain in the late 15th century; the rules were finally 

standardized in the 19th century. The first generally recognized World Chess Champion, Wilhelm Steinitz, 

claimed his title in 1886. 

 

Since 1948, the World Championship has been controlled by FIDE, the game's international governing body; 

the current World Champion is the Norwegian Magnus Carlsen. FIDE also organizes the Women's World 

Championship, the World Junior Championship, the World Senior Championship, the Blitz and Rapid World 

Championships and the Chess Olympiad, a popular competition among teams from different nations. There 

is also a Correspondence Chess World Championship and a World Computer Chess Championship. Online 

chess has opened amateur and professional competition to a wide and varied group of players. There are also 

many chess variants, with different rules, different pieces, and different boards. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

a) What are the things required to play chess? 

b) Name the six pieces which move differently? 

c) What kind of power do the queen and the pawn have? 

d) How can king be put into checkmate? 

e) What are the other ways of winning a chess game? 

f) When did obtaining power to pieces and standardizing rules in chess take place? 

g) What is the role of FIDE? 

h) Find a word which is the antonym of ‗inescapable‘. 

(a) unavoidable  

(b) avoidable  

(c) probable  

(d) inevitable 
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PASSAGE 9 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:    (8 Marks) 

 

We give undue importance to our health and the treatment of diseases. A large number of medicines treat 

only the symptoms of the disease, and not the root cause. In fact, the cause of many chronic ailments is still 

being researched. It is here that Yoga therapy comes to our assistance. Yoga emphasizes treatment of the root 

cause of an ailment. It works in a slow, subtle and miraculous manner. Modern medicine can claim to save a 

life at a critical stage, but, for complete recovery and regaining of normal health, one must believe in the 

efficiency of Yoga therapy. 

 

The yogic way of life includes a code of ethics, regulations, discipline and more, combined with prayer and 

meditation. Even a discussion on these subjects helps one relieve mental tensions and change attitudes. 

Simple Asanas help to stretch and relax the whole body and neutralize tensions. The sincere practice of Yoga 

postures benefits all levels of experience. 

 

Through continuous practice, Yoga postures can have a profound effect on the inner dimensions of life, 

establishing deep calm, concentration, emotional stability and confidence. Man is a physical, mental, and 

spiritual being, all the three. Other forms of physical exercises, like aerobics, assure only physical well-

being. They have little to do with the development of the spiritual or astral body. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

a) What do most of the medicines treat? 

b) How is yoga different from the other treatments? 

c) What is yogic way of life? 

d) How do ‗Simple Asanas‘ help? 

e) How does sincere practice of yoga postures benefit us? 

f) How does yoga therapy work? 

g) Is yoga better than physical exercise? How? 

h) Find a word from the passage which is the antonym of ‗shallow‘ 

  (a) profound  

(b) ghastly  

(c) deepened  

(d) dreadful 

 

PASSAGE 10 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: (8Marks) 

 

Cards can be classified on the basis of their issuance, usage and payment by the cardholder. The three types 

of cards used are debit cards, credit cards and prepaid cards. Debit cards are issued by banks and are linked to 

an individual‘s bank account. Credit card are issued by banks/other entities approved by RBI. The credit 

limits sanctioned to a cardholder are in the form of a revolving line of credit (similar to a loan sanctioned by 

the issuer) and may or may not be linked to a bank account .Prepaid cards are issued by the banks /non-

banking entities against the value paid in advance by the cardholder and stored in such cards, which can be 

issued as smart cards or chip cards, magnetic strip cards, internet accounts, internet wallets, mobile accounts, 

mobile wallets, paper vouchers etc. 

 

Debit cards are used to withdraw cash from ATM, purchase goods and services at Point of Sale (POS) and 

for E-commerce (online purchasing) both domestically and internationally (if enabled for 

international use). 
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Credit cards are used for purchase of goods and services at Point of Sale (POS) and E-commerce (online 

purchase /through Interactive Voice Response (IVR) Recurring transactions/Mail Order Telephone Order 

(MOTO). These cards can be used domestically and internationally (if enabled for international use). Credit 

cards can be used to withdraw cash from an ATM and for transferring funds to bank accounts, debit cards, 

credit cards and prepaid cards within the country. 

 

The usage of prepaid cards depends on who has issued these cards. Prepaid cards issued by banks can be 

used to withdraw cash from an ATM, purchase goods and services at Point of Sale (POS)/Ecommerce 

(online purchase) and for domestic fund transfer from one person to another. Such prepaid cards are known 

as open system prepaid cards. However, the prepaid cards issued by authorized non-bank entities can be used 

only for purchase of goods and services at Point of Sale (POS)/Ecommerce (online purchase) and for 

domestic fund transfer from one person to another. 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the questions:   (1x8=8 Marks) 

(a) 1-The cards are issued by ---------- 

(b) 2-There are ---------- types of cards available to a customer for money transactions. 

(c) 3- Debit cards are used ---------, ----------, --------- 

(d) 4-Debit cards are linked to an individual‘s-------. 

(e) 5-Cards can be classified on the basis of 

(f) 6- For getting Online services we need----------------- 

(g) 7-―Domestically means 

(i) Within the country.  

(ii) within the city  

(iii) within the family 

(h) The word that means ‗organization‘ is 

(i) entity  

(ii) bank  

(iii) authority 

 

PASSAGE 11 (S0LVED) 

 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:   (12 Marks) 

 

Driving etiquette is a civilized driving behavior, comprising observance of rules and propriety. Certain 

statutory obligations have to be observed. While driving a vehicle, it is absolutely essential that all 

documents connected with the ownership of the vehicle, driving license, pollution - free certificate in original 

etc. are kept in the car. They have to be produced on demand by the competent authority. 

 

When a person driving a vehicle is still a learner, an 'L' broad should be prominently displayed. To caution 

pedestrians or a slow moving vehicle in front of us, sounding the horn is essential. We are bound to do it 

legally as well but we should not honk unnecessarily, creating sound pollution. 
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Basic human dignity is more important than strict observance of rules. At crossroads, those who come from 

our right always have precedence. We should give hand signals for those who follow us, particularly when 

we slow down, take a sudden turn or overtake a vehicle. Never overtake a vehicle from the wrong side even 

if there is space. When another driver makes a mistake, try to correct him if time permits, instead of abusing 

him or threatening him with dire consequences. When you make a 

mistake, admit it gracefully and apologize for it if possible. When we cause an accident, instead of escaping 

we should find out from the victim whether we caused any injury and whether any medical assistance is 

required. If necessary, we should take the injured person to the hospital and inform the police. 

 

The sign of good driving is to create a feeling of safety among other passengers. Abrupt braking, smoking or 

speaking over the mobile phone makes them insecure. Drunken driving is illegal and immoral. Under the 

influence of liquor the driver does not know what he is doing. When you stop at a traffic signal, stop the 

engine as otherwise it leads to atmospheric pollution. 

 

Powerful lights cause harm to those who come from the opposite side. Dipping and dimming lights 

should be a habit with us. Similarly, playing the music system at high volume is irritating to others.  

 

We must be sensitive to others' needs. Keeping to our lane is not only convenient and safe for us but is also a 

legal compulsion. Finally, politeness on the roads does not cost us anything; it only makes driving a pleasure. 

So let us all be polite even as we observe the rules of the road. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions in about 30-40 words 

each.            (2 X 4 = 8) 

1.  (i) What is driving etiquette? 

(ii) Write some examples of etiquette to be followed while driving. 

(iii) What is the sign of good driving? 

(iv) Which documents should be kept in the vehicle while driving? 

 

2. Tick the correct option:          (1 X 4 =4) 

(i) Find a word from Para 1 which is a synonym of ‗protocol'. 

(a) Etiquette   (b) Competent 

(c) Obligations  (d) Behavior 

(ii) Find a word from the passage which is synonym of ‗mandatory‘. 

(a) Essential   (b) Possible 

(c) Statutory   (d) Inform 

(iii) Find a word from Para 1 which is the synonym of ‗concerned‘. 

(a) Insecure   (b) Competent 

(c) Immoral   (d) Legal 

(iv) Find a word from the passage which means ‗sudden and unexpected‘. 

(a) Abrupt   (b) Essential 
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(c) Injury   (d) Assistance 

ANSWERS 

1.  (i) Driving etiquette is a civilized vehicle driving behavior comprising observance of rules and 

                 propriety. Certain statutory obligations need to be observed while driving a vehicle. 

 

(ii) Some etiquette to be followed while driving are - 

(a) At crossroads, those who come from our right should always have precedence. 

(b) We should give hand signals for those who follow us, particularly when we slow 

     down, take a sudden turn or overtake a vehicle. 

(c) When another driver makes a mistake, try to correct him if time permits, instead 

      of abusing him. 

 

(iii) The sign of good driving is to create a feeling of safety among the other passengers. 

       Abrupt braking, smoking or speaking over the mobile phone makes them insecure. 

 

(iv) While driving a vehicle, the important documents to be kept inside are your driving  

       license, pollution free certificate in original and any other documents connected with the 

       ownership of the vehicle. 

 

2.             1x4=4 

(i) (a) Etiquette  

(ii)  (c) Statutory 

(iii)  (b)Competent 

(iv)  (a) Abrupt 

 

PASSAGE 12 (SOLVED) 

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:   (12 Marks) 

 

Long, long ago, in a big forest, there were many trees. Among the cluster of trees, there was a very tall pine 

tree. He was so tall that he could talk to the stars in the sky. He could easily look over the heads of the other 

trees. One day late in the evening, the pine tree saw a ragged, skinny girl approaching him. He could see her 

only because of his height. The little girl was in tears. The pine tree bent as much as he could and asked her: 

―What is the matter? Why are you crying?‖ 

 

The little girl, still sobbing, replied, ―I was gathering flowers for a garland for goddess Durga, who I believe, 

would help my parents to overcome their poverty and I have lost my way‖. The pine tree said to the little girl, 

―It is late in the evening. It will not be possible for you to return to your house, which is at the other end of 

the forest. Sleep for the night at this place.‖ The pine tree pointed out to an open cave-like place under him. 

The little girl was frightened of wild animals. The girl quickly crept into the cave-like place. The pine tree 

was happy and pleased with himself. He stood like a soldier guarding the place.  

 

The little girl woke up in the morning and was amazed to see the pine tree standing guard outside the cave. 

Then her gaze travelled to the heap of flowers that she had gathered the previous night. The flowers lay 

withering on the ground. The pine tree understood what was going on in the girl‘s mind. He wrapped his 

branches around the nearby flower trees and shook them gently. The little girl‘s eyes brightened. But a great 

surprise awaited her. The pine tree brought out a bag full of gold coins which had been lying for years in the 

hole in its trunk and gave it to the girl. With teary eyes she thanked her benefactor and went away. 
 

(A) Answer the following questions:       (2×4 = 8 marks) 
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(a) Why was the girl crying? 

(b) Where did the pine tree want the little girl to sleep for the night? 

(c) Why was the little girl disappointed when she looked at the flowers and what did the tree 

      do to make her happy? 

(d) What lesson does this short story teach us? 

 

(B) Do as directed:           (4 marks) 

(e) What is meant by the word ‗cluster‘? (Para 1) 

(i) Group   (ii) team  

(iii) class   (iv) party 

(f) What is meant by the word ‗approaching‘? (Para 1) 

(i) Calling   (ii) touching  

(iii) coming close  (iv) running towards 

(g) What is meant by the word ‗wild‘? (Para 2) 

(i) Cunning   (ii) dirty  

(iii) unpolished  (iv) dangerous 

(h) What is meant by the word ‗withering‘? (Para 3) 

(i) Dead   (ii) shrunk  

(iii) colorless   (iv) unhappy 

ANSWERS 

(A) 

(a) The little girl was crying because she had lost her way while gathering flowers for a  garland for 

goddess Durga. 

 

 (b) The pine tree wanted the little girl to sleep in an open cave-like place under the tree itself. 

 

(c) The little girl was disappointed because the flowers that she had gathered the previous night laid 

      withered on the ground. The tree wrapped his branches around the nearby flower trees and shook 

      them gently so that the little girl may become happy getting so many flowers. 

 

(d) The short story teaches us to help others in their time of need. 

 

(B) Do as directed: 

(e)  (i) group. 

(f)  (iii) coming close. 

(g)  (iii) unpolished. 

(h)  (i) dead. 
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PASSAGE 13 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:   (12 Marks) 

 

BE THE CHANGE YOU WANT TO SEE IN OTHERS 

We have learnt from modern psychology that nobody wants to be told what to do by someone else. We resist 

when someone tries to make us do something in a new way. Yet, we persist in trying to change others. If we 

want others to change their ways, telling them to do so will have little effect unless we are living examples of 

that behavior.  

 

A team of researchers went to Africa to study the behavior of elephants. They came across a herd of 

elephants running wild, and destroying their environment. They discovered that these were all teenage male 

elephants. They had no adult role models to learn from. The researchers arranged to have some adult 

elephants brought in. In the beginning, there was no change and the teen elephants continued to run wild and 

fight with each other. However, after a few days the teen elephants began to settle down. Over time, they 

became well behaved and their wild actions subsided. On their own, the teen elephants had no role models 

and did not know how to behave. 

 

Once adults were introduced into their group, the teens had role models and began to be disciplined. In the 

same way, as parents, we teach our children through loving discipline and by setting an example. Our 

children do not believe in our words alone but in what they see us do. They copy our own good and bad 

habits because that is the example we set.  

 

Similarly, when we are in a position to train or teach others whether we are teachers, parents, employers, or 

citizens imploring others to be conscientious we must first set an example ourselves. That is the only way to 

bring about change. If we want to see positive change in others and in our family, neighborhood, community, 

society, or country, then we need to set a good example. 

Source: Speaking Tree 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions:     (2x4=8 Marks) 

a) How can you say that people dislike to be told what to do by someone else? 

b) Why did the researchers arrange some adult elephants? 

c) How did the introduction of adult elephants change the behavior of teenage male elephants? 

d) What is the only way to bring about change? 

 

Answer the following questions        (1x4 = 4Marks) 

a) How do the children learn from their elders? 

b) What will be our reaction when we have to accept a change? 

c) Find a word from Para 1 which means the same as ‗continue‘. 

(a) terminate   (b) cease  

(c) discontinue  (d) persist 

d) Find the word from Para 2 which is the opposite of ‗decrease‘. 

(a) subsided   (b) deplete  
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(c) diminish   (d) reduce 

PASSAGE 14 

 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: (12 Marks) 

 

REMEMBERING THE FATHER OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION – Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR 

 

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, popularly known as Babasaheb Ambedkar, is referred to as the architect of 

the Indian Constitution. Dr. Ambedkar was born in a community which had suffered oppression for many 

centuries and were treated as ‗untouchables‘. However, this did not prevent him from realizing his dreams. 

The struggle he had faced in his life had only strengthened him. 

 

At a time when untouchability was the norm, it was because of the foresight of Maharaja Sayaji Rao of 

Baroda that Dr. Ambedkar was able to enter Elphinstone College in Bombay and after graduation join the 

Baroda State Service. Later, the Maharaja, who was sending some students to the USA for higher studies at 

the Columbia University, included Dr. Ambedkar among them. Subsequently, Dr. Ambedkar moved to the 

United Kingdom and studied at the London School of Economics and was subsequently awarded the degree 

of Barrister-at-Law by Gray‘s Inn. 

 

Though Dr. Ambedkar has contributed in many walks of life as a scholar, journalist, economist, activist, 

legal luminary, social reformer and political leader; his biggest and most important contribution was in his 

role as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee of the Constitution of India. 

 

After India‘s Independence on August 15, 1947, Jawaharlal Nehru, the then Prime Minister of India, invited 

Dr. Ambedkar to be a part of his Cabinet as the nation‘s first Law Minister. He accepted the same and on 

August 29, 1947 Dr. Ambedkar was appointed as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee.  

(Source: Employment News) 

 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions:   (2x4=8 Marks) 

a) How did Dr. Ambedkar‘s early life struggle help him later on? 

b) Why Dr. Ambedkar is called the architect of Indian Constitution? 

c) Which social stigma did he face during his childhood? 

d) Dr. Ambedkar was a multi-dimensional personality. Justify the statement. 

 

Answer the following questions.        (1x4 = 4Marks) 

 

(a) Who invited Dr. Ambedkar to be a part of his cabinet as Nation‘s first Law Minister? 

(b)When was Dr. Ambedkar appointed as the Chairman of the Drafting Committee? 

(c)Find the word from Para 2 which means the same as ‗vision‘. 

(i)Hindsight   (ii) foresight  

(iii) shortsightedness  (iv) improvidence 

(d)Find the word from Para 3 which is the opposite of ‗amateur‘. 
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(i) Nonprofessional  (ii) inexperienced  

(iii) expert   (iv) untrained 

PASSAGE 15 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:   (12 Marks) 

 

EXCERPT FROM “WINGS OF FIRE” 

A large variety of materials go into the making of a launch vehicle— both metallic and non-metallic, which 

include composites and ceramics. In metals, different types of stainless steel, alloys of aluminum, 

magnesium, titanium, copper, beryllium, tungsten and molybdenum are used. 

 

Composite materials are composed of a mixture or combination of two or more constituents which differ in 

form and material composition and which are essentially insoluble in one another. The materials which 

combine may be metallic, organic or inorganic. While other material combinations possible are virtually 

unlimited, the most typical composites in launch 

 

Vehicles are made of structural constituents, embedded in a matrix. We used a large variety of glass fiber 

reinforced plastic composites and opened avenues for the entry of Kevlar, Polyamides and carbon-carbon 

composites. Ceramics are special types of baked clay used for microwave transparent enclosures. We 

considered using ceramics, but had to reject the idea then due to technological limitations. 

 

Through mechanical engineering, these materials are transformed into hardware. In fact, of all the 

engineering disciplines which feed directly into the development of rocketry, mechanical engineering is 

perhaps the most intrinsic one. Be it a sophisticated system like a liquid engine or a piece of hardware as 

simple as a fastener, its ultimate fabrication calls for expert mechanical engineers and precision machine 

tools. We decided to develop important technologies like welding techniques for low- alloy stainless steel, 

electroforming techniques, and ultra-precision process tooling. We also decided to make some important 

machines in-house, like the 254-litre vertical mixer and the groove machining facility for our third and fourth 

stages. Many of our subsystems were so massive and complex that they implied sizeable financial outlays. 

 

Without any hesitation, we approached industries in the private sector and developed contract management 

plans which later became blueprints for many government-run science and technology business 

organizations.       - Dr. A. P. J. AbdulKalam 

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions:     (2x4=8 Marks) 

a) What are the two basic characteristics of composite materials? 

b) Why didn‘t the narrator use ceramics into the making of a launch vehicle? 

c) Why does the narrator term mechanical engineering as the most interesting and valuable 

     engineering discipline? 

d) How did the private industries contribute in making of the launch vehicle? 

 

Answer the following questions (1x4 = 4 Marks) 

a) Name any two metals that go into the making of the launch vehicle. 

b) Why was the idea of using ceramics rejected? 

c) Find the word from Para 4 which means the same as ‗enormous‘ 
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(i) Minute   (ii) massive  

(iii) miniature   (iv) minuscule 

d) Find the word from Para 4 which is the opposite of ‗guileless‘ 

(i) Smart   (ii) cosmopolitan  

(iii) worldly   (iv) sophisticated 

 

 

PASSAGE 16 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:          (12 Marks) 

1. Even International students, whose first language is English can find themselves struggling to understand 

an alien academic culture. The problems are very familiar. Students‘ first problem is often with listening 

skills. They may feel nervous about this and it is certainly a descending learning curve. They need structured 

listening experience, for instance, how to pick out the main ideas. They also need help with academic reading 

on how to approach an article or book, how to skim, read and make notes. 

 

2. However, as students‘ confidence in listening skills grows, it is in the area of academic writing where 

more serious cultural differences become apparent. Much of British education is based on essay writing, but 

this may be a demanding task for students from other cultures. Suddenly, they are faced with the need to 

express their own ideas, develop their opinions and evaluate different issues, all in polished English. Yet for 

some, the concept of originating this kind of written discourse can prove problematic, and they find 

themselves scoring low marks because of plagiarism, or reproducing someone else‘s ideas. In Britain, 

plagiarism is regarded as an academic theft, though this is not always the case in other countries. Students are 

expected to do research in a library before tackling an assignment, and simply regurgitating lecture notes is 

also not acceptable. 

 

3. The best way to overcome these hurdles is to be prepared. The first step is to take a test to assess the 

English language skills needed to cope with the issues of academic culture. 

 

4. If an accredited test indicates that a student‘s language skills are not sufficient to embark on a university 

degree, the next step is to consider pre-sessional courses, generally at the university where the student will 

take a degree. These can last from three weeks to an academic year, so it is wise for students to be realistic 

about their needs. It is generally accepted that approximately 200 hours of study are needed to improve on 

one bad score on some tests. Some of the ‗new‘ universities that formed from polytechnics in 1992 are 

experimenting with new styles of pre-sessional and foundation courses. Elspeth James, Director of the Centre 

for Language Study at Leeds Metropolitan University explains, ―Our courses are monthly, and so students 

from parts of the world with a different academic year can enroll at any time.‖ 

 

2.1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any four of the following questions in  

       30-40 words each.          (2x4=8m) 

i) What do you understand by structured listening and academic reading? 

ii) Why is essay writing a demanding task for students? 

iii) How can one overcome the hurdles presented by the new academic culture? 

iv) Which new style of courses are being offered by various universities? 

v) What is plagiarism? How are the colleges tackling this issue? 
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2.2. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following.       (1x4=4) 

i) Find the antonym of the word ‗known‘ from the first paragraph. 

ii) Which word in the first paragraph means ‗the act of reading quickly‘? 

iii) In the second paragraph, find the synonym of ‗perfect‘. 

a) Polished   b) accredited 

c) Acceptable   d) realistic 

iv) Which word in the second paragraph means ‗literary theft‘? 

a) Regurgitating  b) plagiarism 

c) Reproducing  d) problematic 

 

PASSAGE 17 

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:            (12 Marks) 

 

Ideas rule the world. You shape your fate and decide your destiny by your thoughts. You have to think high 

to rise. You have to believe and be sure of yourself to win a prize. Life‘s battle do not always go to the 

stronger or the faster man; but sooner or later the man who wins is the man who thinks he can. 

 

Success starts with your thoughts. Whatever your mind can conceive and believe it can achieve. And your 

mind is nothing more than a bundle of thoughts. Since you have the power to shape your thoughts, you 

automatically have the power to fashion your fate and decide your destiny. Thus your thoughts are the most 

potent powerful and prime source of your success. For your thoughts to blossom into success, they should be 

combined with definiteness of purpose, perseverance and a burning pulsating strong desire to translate them 

into action. Believe that you will succeed and believe it firmly. You will then do whatever it is necessary to 

bring success about. 

 

Faith in yourself confidence that you can and will succeed is the key to your success in any venture. If you 

keep your mind riveted on your goal and focus your thoughts on the great and splendid things you wish to 

have, you will find yourself unconsciously seizing upon the opportunities that are required for the fulfillment 

of your desires. 

 

Thoughts are supreme. Preserve a right mental attitude of courage, frankness and good cheer. Think of 

success in your work and you will then do automatically and unconsciously, the things necessary to bring 

success about, if your desire is weak and efforts are erratic your achievements will also be slight and fleeting. 

But if you go after your goal with the single-mindedness of a bulldog after a cat, nothing and nobody under 

the sun can stop you. Your goal should also be defined, clear- cut and specific and should be linked to a fixed 

time frame so that your definite energies and efforts can be focused and forcefully directed towards its 

attainment. 

 

2. 1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following questions:  

                                                                                                                                     (4X2 = 8 Marks) 

a) How do ideas rule the world? 

b) What do you have to do to rise and win a prize? 

c) What is the key to your success in any goal? 
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d) What must you do to achieve your goal? 

 

2.2. Answer the following very short answer questions.     (2X1 = 2 Marks) 

a) What is the key to one‘s success? 

b) When can one not be stopped in achieving one‘s goal? 

 

2.3. Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option :  (2X1 = 2 Marks) 

a) The correct meaning of the word ‗fleeting‘ is _________ 

i) Running on skates   ii) passing quickly 

iii) Squinting    iv) beating hard 

b) The word that does not mean the same as ‗preserve ‗is ______ 

i) Save    ii) conserve 

iii) Abandon    iv) protect 

 

 

Analytical Passages (Solved) 

1. Read the passage given below. 

 

1. Happiness is not something far away and unattainable. Happiness does not depend on circumstances 

or objects. It is an inseparable part of our consciousness, of our essence, but hidden and covered from 

sight by our thoughts, desires and worries. We all seek happiness but few, very-few, indeed, get it. 

We are unhappy partly because we desire much more than what we can hope to attain. Our countless 

desires are hard to be satisfied. And that is what makes us so sad in life. The secret of happiness lies 

in the simplification of life. Simple living encourages high thinking. It leads to contentment. 

Contentment gives us inner wealth, the wealth of the mind and of the soul. 

 

2. A contented man devotes himself to virtues; a man can feel true happiness. I do not mean that for 

simplification of life, a man should become an ascetic. The happiness of a sadhu is of a negative kind. 

I want positive kind of happiness. For this I must live in the midst of life and faithfully carry out my 

responsibilities to my home and my country. But all this should be done in the spirit of selfless 

service. 

 

3. A man, who wants to lead a happy life, should also make others happy. In making others happy he 

will taste real and lasting happiness. There is a kind of joy in serving others with virtuous motives, in 

sacrificing what one has for the good of others. An act of goodness is of itself an act of happiness. 

The secret of perfect happiness lies in renunciation. 

 

4. Wealth may give us joy for a while and fame may provide us with fleeting excitement. But they 

cannot give us permanent happiness. Kings have everything to make them happy and yet they feel 

unhappy. It is because they do not practice renunciation. There is a sense of joy in doing one‘s work 

honestly and efficiently. A research-worker feels joy in research and a journalist in writing. In doing 

one‘s duty sincerely, one feels peace of mind which is an important essence of happiness. It is only 

by cultivating spirit of renunciation, self-sacrifice, contentment and science work that one can really 

be happy. The strings of misfortune spare none but they will not cow such a person. 
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5. Happiness is like the sun, it is often hidden by the clouds of thoughts, worries and desires. We have to 

scatter and dissolve them to experience happiness. You don‘t have to create happiness. All you have 

to do is calm your mind, because when there is a quiet mind and inner peace, there is happiness. 

  

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the twelve that 

follow.           (1x10=10) 

 

1. We are unhappy partly because we have ________ . 

 

(a) no inner strength 

(b) lost moral and spiritual values 

(c) countless, unfulfilled desires 

(d) extremely complicated lives 

2. According to the passage, the essence of happiness lies in_____ . 

 

(a) worldly desires 

(b) doing one‘s duty sincerely 

(c) avoiding all unfortunate events 

(d) adopting a simple life style 

3. Which of the following is the correct chain of things, as mentioned in the passage, leading to 

happiness? 

 

(a) contentment, high thinking, simple living, inner wealth 

(b) simple living, high thinking, inner wealth, contentment 

(c) high thinking, simple living, inner wealth, contentment 

(d) simple living, high thinking, contentment, inner wealth 

4. What does a contented man do? 

 

(a) He assimilates the basic virtues of life 

(b) He faces boldly the adversities of life 

(c) He encounters the strings of misfortunes 

(d) He gives up bad habits effortlessly 

5.  What according to the passage, is a positive kind of happiness? 

 

(a) Keeping ones motives and feelings under control 

(b) Love for life and a country 

(c) Leading a simple life of an ascetic 

(d) Carrying out all worldly activities in the spirit of selfless service 
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6. A man who wants to live a happy life should _____ 

 

(a) make others happy 

(b) master the art of renunciation 

(c) pursue wealth and fame 

(d) inculcate the virtues of life 

7. Which of the following is OPPOSITE in meaning to the word ‗fleeting‘ as used in the passage? 

 

(a) permanent 

(b) passing 

(c) fast 

(d) momentary 

 8. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE in the context of the passage? 

 

(a) One feels peace of mind in doing one‘s duty sincerely 

(b) Renunciation is the result of perfect happiness 

(c) Multiplicity of desires make us unhappy 

(d) Making others happy makes one happy 

9. The phrase ―cow a person‖ refers to get someone: 

 

(a) spare 

(b) conquer 

(c) scare 

(d) provoke 

10. Which of the following statements is TRUE in the context of the passage? 
 

(a) Human beings seldom seek happiness 

(b) Doing one‘s work sincerely hardly makes one happy 

(c) Peace of mind is tangent to happiness 

(d) Simple life is like a life of an ascetic 

11. Select the option that makes the correct use of ―unattainable‖, as used in the passage, to fill in the 

blank space. 
 

(a) __________ development implies a long-term perspective. 

(b) Keep goals small so they are more easily __________. 

(c) Diabetes is __________ but not curable. 
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(d) Some economists think that 100% employment in India is an /a ______ goal. 

12. Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given quotes. 

 

"Life is about creating 

and living experiences 

that are worth sharing." 

- Steve Jobs 

"Imagination is more 

important than 

knowledge."  

- Albert Einstein 

―Happiness is not 

something readymade; 

it comes from your own 

actions.‖  

- Dalai Lama 

"When you want 

something, the entire 

universe conspires in 

helping you to achieve 

it." 

- Paulo Coelho 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

 

(a) Option (1) 

(b) Option (2) 

(c) Option (3) 

(d) Option (4) 

 

Answers            1X10=10 

 

1. c   

2. b   

3. d   

4. a   

5. d   

6. a   

7. a   

8. b   

9. c   

10. c   

11. d   

12. c  

 

2. Read the passage given below. 

 

The incidence of dengue has grown dramatically around the world in recent decades. A vast majority of cases 

are asymptomatic or mild and self-managed, and hence the actual numbers of dengue cases are under-

reported or often misdiagnosed. 

 

One estimate indicates 390 million dengue virus infections per year (95% credible interval 284 –528 

million), of which 96 million (67–136 million) manifest clinically (with any severity of disease). The number 

of dengue cases reported to WHO increased over 8 fold over the last two decades. 

 

This alarming increase in case numbers is partly explained by a change in national practices to record and 

report dengue to the Ministries of Health, and to the WHO. But it also represents government recognition of 

the burden, and therefore the pertinence to report dengue disease. 



24 | P a g e  
 

 

Before 1970, only 9 countries had experienced severe dengue epidemics. The disease is now endemic in 

more than 100 countries in the WHO regions of Africa, the Americas, the Eastern Mediterranean, South - 

East Asia and the Western Pacific, The America, South-East Asia and Western Pacific regions are the most 

seriously affected, with Asia representing ~70% of the global burden of disease. 

 

In 2020, dengue continues to affect several countries, with reports of increases in the numbers of cases in 

Bangladesh, Brazil, Cook Islands, Ecuador, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Mauritania, Mayotte (Fr), Nepal, 

Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Yemen. 

 

The largest number of dengue cases ever reported globally was in 2019. All regions were affected, and 

dengue transmission was recorded in Afghanistan for the first time. 

 

The first dengue vaccine, Dengvaxia® (CYD-TDV) developed by Sanofi Pasteur was licensed in December 

2015 and has now been approved by regulatory authorities in ~20 countries. In November 2017, the results 

of an additional analysis to retrospectively determine serostatus at the time of vaccination were released. 

 

As described in the WHO position paper on the Dengvaxia vaccine (September 2018) the dengue vaccine 

CYD-TDV has been shown in clinical trials to be efficacious and safe in persons who have had a previous 

dengue virus infection. However, it carries an increased risk of severe dengue in those who experience their 

first natural dengue infection after vaccination. For countries considering vaccination as part of their dengue 

control programme, pre-vaccination screening is the recommended strategy. 
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On the basis of your understanding of the passage attempt ANY TEN questions from the twelve that 

follow.             (1x10=10) 

 

1. In the line, ‗and therefore the pertinence to report dengue disease‘ , the word pertinence doe s not 

            mean 

 

a. Importance 

b. Ignorance 

c. Relevance 

d. Appropriateness 

2. According to the WHO report, around 70% of the dengue cases from around the world, 

 

a. Affect people in Asia 

b. Misdiagnosed in Asia 

c. Do not occur in Asia 

d. Remain untreated in Asia 

 3. The actual number of dengue cases are more than the figures in the reports because: 

 

a. There has been a misprint 

b. Cases reported late 

c. Cases are under-reported 

d. Cases constantly increase 

4. Choose the option that is correct about the rise in the number of dengue cases 

 

a. Rise in dengue is due to rise in tourism 

b. Dengue is being tested and reported in vast numbers 

c. Dengue is a communicable disease 

d. Dengue spread is uncontrollable 

5. According to this WHO report which year recorded the maximum number of Dengue cases? 

 

a. 2017 

b. 2015 

c. 2020 

d. 2019 

6. Which statement is not true about the dengue vaccine as stated in the report? 

 

a. Dengue vaccine works effectively on people who have been infected before 
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b. Dengue vaccine works effectively on people who haven‘t been infected before 

c. Dengue vaccine must be administered to people in the countries where it is an  

            endemic 

d. Dengue vaccine has been in clinical trials but the results are not as expected 

7. What does the word ‗endemic‘ refer to? 

 

a. Disease regularly found in people of a certain area 

b. Disease irregularly found in people of a certain area 

c. Disease regularly found in people any where 

d. Disease irregularly found in people any where 

8. The number of cases of Dengue reported to WHO 

 

a. Decreased 8 times in the last ten years 

b. Decreased 10 times in the last twenty years 

c. Increased 10 times in the last eight years 

d. Increased 8 times in the last twenty years 

9. What is the above report informing us about? Choose the most appropriate response 

 

a. Spread of dengue and its effects around the world 

b. Spread of dengue and its under-reportage 

c. Spread of Dengue and how it affects Asia 

d. Spread of Dengue and directions on the use of vaccine 

10. Where do we need to administer the dengue vaccine? 

 

a. In country where dengue is wide-spread 

b. In country where dengue may spread 

c. In country where dengue spread is limited 

d. In country where dengue spread originated 

11. Choose which statement is ‗Not Correct‘ as per the report 

 

a. Pre-screening must be done before administering the vaccine 

b. Pre-screening must not be done before administering the vaccine 

c. Pre-screening helps to identify people who have been dengue positive in the past 

d. Pre-screening allows to target people who can be administered the vaccine 

12. In Afghanistan Dengue spread began in 

 

a. 2017 
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b. 2020 

c. 2019 

d. 1970 

Answers           1X10=10 

1.  B   

2.  A   

3.  C   

4.  B   

5.  D   

6.  B   

7.  A   

8.  D   

9.  D   

10.  A   

11.  B   

12.  C  

 

3. Read the passage given below. 

 

1. A youngster quit Face book in December after spending over three years on the social networking 

site. With that one act, he bid a silent adieu to more than 300 contacts that he had added to his account during 

the period. Like almost everyone from his ―friends‘ circle,‖ the 20–year–old was a regular on the service; 

visiting it every day to post photos and status updates. But last week, a new feature on Face book called 

Timeline forced him to reconsider the pros and cons of being on the networking site. 

 

2. ‗Everyone has some skeletons in their closet and I am just not comfortable with Face book digging up 

and displaying all the facets of my life on a bulletin board,‘ says this youngster who joined the network in 

July 2007 while he was in Class 11. 

 

3. Face book, you see, had compressed the time he spent on the site and arranged it in chronological 

order. And while he initially liked the new, neatly organised scrapbook–like feature, he wasn‘t happy to 

reveal posts from the past, those that, until recently, were hidden under layers and layers of recent updates. 

Just clicking on a date on the timeline could transport his friends back in time and enable them to view every 

embarrassing comment, link or photo he had posted on his profile. 

 

4. ―I think it‘s a recipe for disaster,‖ he says. ―In 2007, I had some wall posts, which seemed appropriate 

at the time, but now after a lapse of four years, I have moved on and don‘t want them to be openly displayed 

for all to see.‖ 

 

5. And he is not alone. Many users, worried about how Face book activity could possibly affect their 

offline lives, are choosing to commit ‗Face book suicide‘. While some have privacy concerns, others feel that 
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the site that was meant to bring them closer to their friends actually does the opposite – it reduces their 

friendship to something superficial. 

 

6. ―Poking and liking are not enough to keep a friendship going,‖ says a business analyst. Having quit 

Face book three years ago, she prefers meeting her ‗real‘ friends face–to–face, instead of reading their trite 

posts online. 

 

7. ―On Face book, people hype everyday issues including what they ate and where they went on a daily 

basis,‖ says this analyst who continues to use Twitter. 

 

 8. Similarly, an engineering student, quit Face book last December four years after joining it. One fine 

day, he exported all the data from his account into a little zip file and hit the delete button. 

 

9. ―I realised that when it came to my friends who really mattered, I could actually keep in touch with 

them over the phone or by meeting them in real life,‖ he wrote on his blog. 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the twelve that 

follow.           (1x10=10) 

1. The feature of Face book where one can see the posts, the embarrassing comments and thoughts, 

photos and links that a person has put on his profile in the past is: 

a) create story 

b) face book live 

c) timeline 

d) messenger 

2. According to the passage, the social media: 

a) can cause more harm than good. 

b) Is just a waste of time. 

c) connects one to real life. 

d) provides opportunity to meet people face to face. 

3. The feature ‗Timeline‘ on Face book according to passage, forces the youngster to reconsider: 

a) meeting friends face to face. 

b) increasing use of social media. 

c) saving time on social media. 

d) the advantages and disadvantages of being on Face book 

4. Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given quotes. 

 

 ―What is interesting is 

the power and the 

impact of social media. 

So we must try to use 

way." 

 ‐ Malaya Yousafzai 

―The great thing about 

social media was how 

it gave a voice to 

voiceless people."  

 

‐ Jon Ronson 

―Face book is not 

your friend. It is a 

surveillance engine.‖  

 

 

‐ Richard Stallman 

― Social media is 

awesome because I can 

somewhat paint myself 

the way I want people to 

see me.‖ 

-Kelvin Abstract  

1 2 3 4 
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(a) Option (1) 

(b) Option (2) 

(c) Option (3) 

(d) Option (4) 

5. Many people are getting out of Face book as they feel: 

(a) addicted to it. 

(b) that their face book activity could affect their real life 

(c) they should join Instagram, Whatsapp or Twitter. 

(d) poking and liking is not enough 

6. The meaning of the word ‗share‘ in Para 3 is: 

(a) liked 

(b) timeline 

(c) hidden 

(d) reveal 

7. Which of the following is OPPOSITE in meaning to the word ‗retained‘ as used in the passage? 

(a) exported 

(b) delete 

(c) account 

(d) quit 

8. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE in the context of the passage? 

(a) People love being poked and liked on Face book. 

(b) People visit social media everyday to post photos and for status updates. 

(c) No one prefers meeting ‗real‘ friends face–to–face, instead of reading their trite posts 

online. 

(d) Few think that social media reduces their friendship to something superficial. 

9. The phrase ―Face book suicide‖ refers to get someone: 

(a) Poking and liking 

(b) quitting face book as it could affect their real life. 

(c) clicking on a date on the timeline 

(d) using Twitter 

10. Which of the following statements is TRUE in the context of the passage? 

(a) Time spent on social media is better than meeting face‐to‐face. 

(b) Social media use could increase the time teens spend together in person. 

(c) Stalking, personal attacks, and misuse of information are some of the threats faced by 

the users of social media. 

(d) Face book activity does not affect real life. 

11. Select the option that makes the correct use of ―trite‖, as used in the passage, to fill in the blank space. 

(a) At that moment, his words sounded _______ to me. 

(b) It was either a __________ or an excellent copy. 

(c) Her ___________ powers give life and colour to her paintings. 

(d) A little __________ air might clear some of the cobwebs. 
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12. Which of the following can be the most appropriate title for the passage? 

(a) social media: a powerful tool 

(b) your privacy & face book 

(c) virtual life 

(d) face book friends 

Answer:           1X10=10 

1. C 

2. A 

3. D 

4. C 

5. B 

6. D 

7. A 

8. C 

9. B 

10. C 

11. A 

12. B 

Q 4. Read the passage given below.  

Home stays initially grew in popularity as a way for language, cultural or student travellers to 

immerse themselves in the local culture of a town or city. But in the last few years, thanks in part to online 

aggregators that specialize in connecting guests and hosts, the profile of the typical home stay traveller has 

changed significantly. As indicated by the research by PhoCus Wright‘s U.S. Consumer Travel Report Sixth 

Edition while students still account for 29% of home stay guests, nearly half of all home stay guests travel 

for leisure. 
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A home stay is an increasingly popular form of accommodation that connects guests with individual hosts 

who have opened their homes to travellers. Guests don‘t stay in an empty apartment or home, but instead 

share the accommodations provided by the homeowner and his or her family. Home stays are a popular 

lodging option for consumers of all ages who want a more personalized, immersive and authentic travel 

experience. The key to a great home stay experience for both host and guest is about not only finding the 

right home, but also the right person. In other words, finding the right match. While some guests are seeking 

an immersive and cultural experience, others might simply want good quality, affordable accommodations in 

the right location with a host they get along with. Similarly, some hosts will want to spend hours chatting 

with guests over a meal while others will prefer guests who are more independent. 

 

According to research presented in PhoCus Wright‘s U.S. Consumer Travel Report Sixth Edition: 77% of 

next-generation travellers chose a home or apartment rental for lodging. The top reasons for choosing a rental 

over a hotel include: Home like amenities • More space • Multiple rooms • Multiple travellers • Value for 

money and A perfect fit for millennial Holiday. The home stay traveller is most likely to be on holiday — 

38% of our respondents indicated that they were traveling for leisure. 

The graph below depicts the motivations of home stay traveller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home stay caters to a new breed of traveller, one who places the experience of the travel over the price or 

destination. This traveller is served by a host who recognizes that opening one‘s home to guests is enriching 

and life-changing.                      SOURCE: Homestay.com 

 

 On the basis of your understanding of the passage attempt ANY TEN questions from the twelve that 

follow.            (1x10=10) 

 

i. In the line ―……thanks in part to online aggregators that specialize in connecting…‖, the word 

―aggregator‖ does not refer to… 

a) Web based collector of information about a topic 

b) Web based banking 

c) Web based application to gather and provide data 

d) Website based communication about a particular topic 
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ii. According to research presented in PhoCus Wright‘s U.S. Consumer Travel Report Sixth Edition: 

a) Almost 50% of home stay guests travel for leisure 

b) Almost 50% of home stay guests are students 

c) Almost 29% of students travel for leisure 

d) Nearly 29% of home stay guests travel for leisure 

iii. One of the elements that is important to a home stay is: 

a) Guests are required to spend time with owners 

b) Guests stay with the homeowners of the house 

c) Guests have to cook their own food 

d) Guests stay in a cheap place with basic amenities 

iv. Rita might have to shift to Goa if she accepts offer for a new job. However, she wants to experience 

the culture, meet people, interact with them and get a feel of the place before she makes the final 

decision. Which type of accommodation should she stay at? 

a) A five-star hotel 

b) Hostels 

c) Home stay 

d) Guesthouse 

v. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the inherent qualities of 

home stays : 

1. Provides a unique cultural experience 

2. Allows you to stay alone in an apartment 

3. Provides for an opportunity to stay with a local person 

4. Provides an opportunity to live in great luxury 

5. Offers good quality, affordable living space with the homeowner 

a) 1.2.5 

b) 1.3.4 

c) 1.5.6 

d) 1.3.5 

vi. As per the data of all the people who opt for home stays the ones who like it the most are: 

a. Those who travel for fun or education 

b. Those who travel for education or business 

c. Those who travel for business or events 

d. Those who travel for relocation or internship 

vii. Why do guests book home stays? They have certain requirements. Identify the top three in correct 

order as per the passage… 

a) 1. Homely atmosphere 2. Location of the stay 3. Affordable 

b) 1. Ease of access 2.Affordable 3. Homely atmosphere 

c) 1. Homely atmosphere 2. Local experience 3. Learn about cultures 
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d) 1. Affordable 2. Local experience 3. Location of the stay 

viii. According to the report what percentage of the people who travel for some type of work prefer home 

stay 

a) 11 

b) 14 

c) 3 

d) 6 

ix. Choose the option that is ‗Not True‘ as per the report 

a) Home stays are the new alternative of stay for travellers 

b) Home stays are affordable and a great option for budget travellers 

c) Home stays are often in far corners and there difficult to locate 

d) Home stays offer vast space and a home like environment 

x. According to the report what percentage of people stay at a home stay to improve their 

communication in a particular language 

a) 12% 

b) 8% 

c) 6% 

d) 10% 

xi. A home stay owner and guest are required to have dinners and long conversations with each other. 

a) True 

b) False 

c) It depends on the owner and guest 

d) Can‘t say 

xii. What will be the most appropriate conclusion of the passage? 

a) Home stay is the new exciting means of staying 

b) Home stays offer a unique travel experience immersed in culture 

c) Home stays is a good option to stay only for students 

d) Home stays cannot find ways to accommodate needs of different traveller 

Answers:            1X10=10 

1. B 

2. A 

3. B 

4. C 

5. D 

6. A 

7. A 
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8. A 

9. C 

10. D 

11. C 

12. B 

 

5. Read the passage given below.    
 

The choice we make on a daily basis – wearing a seatbelt, lifting heavy objects correctly or purposely staying 

out of any dangerous situation – can either ensure our safety or bring about potentially harmful 

circumstances.  

 

You and I need to make a decision that we are going to get our live in order. Exercising self-control, self 

discipline and establishing boundaries and boarders in our lives are some of the most important things we can 

do. A life without discipline is one that‘s filled with carelessness. 

 

We can think it‘s kind of exciting to live life on the edge. We like the image of ―Yeah! That‘s me! Living on 

the edge! Woo-hoo! It‘s become a popular way to look at life. But if you see, even highways have lines, 

which provide margins for our safety while we are driving. If we over one side, we will into the ditch. If we 

cross over the line in the middle, we could get killed. And we like those lines because they help to keep us 

safe. Sometimes we don‘t even realise how lines help to keep us safe. 

 

I am not proud of this, but the first 20 years of my life at work, I ignored my limits. I felt horrible, physically 

most of the time. I used to tell myself, ―I know I have limits and that I‘ve reached them, but I am going to 

ignore them and see if and how long I can get by with it.‖ I ran to doctors, trying to make myself feel better 

through pills, vitamins, natural stuff and anything I could get my hands on. Some of the doctors would tell 

me, ―it‘s just stress.‖ That just made me mad. I thought stress meant you don‘t like what you do or can‘t 

handle life, and I love what I do. But I kept pushing myself, travelling, doing speaking engagements and so 

on- simply exhausting myself.    

   

Finally, I understood I was living an unsustainable life and needed to make some changes in my outlook and‘ 

lifestyle. 

 

You and I don‘t have to be like everyone else‘ or keep up with anyone else‘. Each of us needs to be exactly 

the way we are, and we don t have to apologize for it. We‘re not all alike and we need to find a comfort zone 

in which we can enjoy our lives instead of making ourselves sick with an overload of stress and pressure. 

 

On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the twelve that 

follow.           (1x10=10) 

i. The reason why living on the edge has become popular, is because of the 
a) constant need for something different. 

b) population being much younger. 

c) exhausting effort to make changes. 

d) strong tendency to stay within our limits. 
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ii. Choose the option that best captures the central idea f the passage from the given quotes. 

 

It‘s all about quality of 

life and finding a happy 

balance between work 

and friends  

 

- Philip Green 
 

 

To go beyond is as 

wrong as to fall short 

 

 
 

- Confucius 

 

Life is like riding a 

bicycle. To keep your 

balance you must keep 

moving 

 

-Albert Einstein 

 

Balance is not 

something you find, it‘s 

something you create. 

 

 

-Jana Kingsford 

 

a) Option (1) 

b) Option (2) 

c) Option (3) 

d) Option (4)    

iii.   Which of the characteristics are‘ apt about‖ the writer‘ in the following context: ―I know I have 

        limits and that I‘ve reached them, but I m going to ignore them and see if or how long I can get by  

        with it‖? 

1. negligent 

2. indecisive 

3. spontaneous 

4. reckless 

5. purposeless 

6. patient 

Choose the option:  

a) 2 and 5 

b) 3 and 6 

c) 1 and 4 

d) 2 and 3 

 iv. Which of the following will be the most appropriate title for the passage? 

a) Much too soon 

b) Enough is enough 

c) How much is too much? 

d) Have enough to do? 

v. The phrase ―potentially harmful circumstances‖ refers to circumstances that can 

(a) certainly be dangerous. 

(b) be fairly dangerous. 

(c) be possibly dangerous. 

(d) seldom be dangerous.  
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vi. Select the option that makes the correct use of ‗unsustainable‘, as used in the passage, to fill in 

            the blank space. 

a) In the long run, the ______ officials followed emergency procedures 

b) Emergency procedures were ______by the officials 

c) Officials reported a/an ________ set of events during the emergency 

d) Officials admit that the emergency system is ____ in the longer run 

vii. The author attempts to the readers through this write-up. 

a) rebuke 

b) question 

c) offer aid to 

d) offer advice to 

viii. The author uses colloquial words such as yeah  and Woo-hoo! . Which of the following is NOT  

             a colloquial word? 

a) hooked 

b) guy 

c) stuff 

d) stress 

ix. What does the author mean when he says, ―to get our lives in order‖? 

a) To resume our lives. 

b) To organize our lives. 

c) To rebuild our lives. 

d) To control our lives 

x. Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‗outlook‘, as used in the passage‘. 

1. A person‘s evaluation of life 

2. A person s experiences in life 

3. A person‘s point of view towards life 

4. A person s regrets in life 

5. A person‘s general attitude to life 

Choose the option: 

a) (1) and (4) 

b) (2) and (3) 

c) (3) and (5) 

d) (4) and (5) 

xi. The author explains the importance of discipline and boundaries in our lives using the example 

            of:  

a) road accidents. 
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b) traffic rules. 

c) lines on the highway. 

d) safe driving. 

xii. What is the message conveyed in the last paragraph f the passage? 

a) Love what you do. 

b) Love yourself to love others. 

c) Be the best version of yourself. 

d) Be yourself. 

Answers:           1X10=10 

i. (a) constant need for something different.  

ii. (d) Option (4)  

iii. (c) 1 and 4  

iv. (c) How much is too much? 

v. (c) be possibly dangerous 

vi. (d) Officials admit that the emergency system is in the longer run.  

vii. (d) offer advice to 

viii. (d) stress 

ix. (b) To organize our lives. 

x. (c) (3) and (5) 

xi. (c) lines on the highway. 

xii. (c) Be yourself 

 

6. Read the passage given below. 

 

 

The UN s 2017 International Year tells that sustainable tourism is an important tool 

for– development, most importantly in poor–communities and countries. Today 

sustainability environmental, social, and economic is increasingly recognized as 

the benchmark for all tourism business. As noted by the UN World Tourism 

Organisation, 57% of ‗international‘ tourist arrivals will be in emerging 

economies, by 2030. The various Tourism Terms are defined as follows: 

 

 

 



38 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on data collected by a survey by Travel Bureau, the following market profile of an ecotourist was 

constructed: - 

 

Age: 35 - 54 years old, although age varied with activity and other factors such as cost. Gender: 50% female 

and 50% male, although clear differences based on activity were found. 

 

Education: 82% were college graduates, a shift in interest in ecotourism from those who have high levels of 

education to those with less education was also found, indicating an expansion into mainstream markets. 

 

Household composition: No major differences were found between general tourists and experienced 

ecotourists. 

 

Party composition: A majority (60%) of experienced ecotourism respondents stated they prefer to travel as a 

couple, with only 15% stating they preferred to travel with their families, and 13% preferring to travel alone. 

(experienced ecotourists = Tourists that had been on at least one ecotourism oriented trip.) 

 

Trip duration: The largest group of experienced ecotourists- (50%) preferred trips8-14 days.  

 

Expenditure: Experienced ecotourists were willing to spend more than general tourists, lasting the largest 

group (26%) .  

 

Important elements of trip: Experienced ecotourists top three responses were:  

(a) wilderness setting,  

(b) wildlife viewing,  

(c) hiking/trekking. 

Motivations for taking next trip: Experienced ecotourists top two responses were  

(a) enjoy scenery/nature,  

(b) new experience /places. 
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On the basis of your understanding of the passage attempt ANY TEN questions from the twelve that 

follow.                                (1x10=10)

        

i. In the line ―……recognized as the benchmark,‖ the word  ‗‖benchmark‖ DOES NOT refer to: 

  a) a basis for something.         

b) the criterion required.         

c)   the ability to launch something new.        

d) a standard point of reference.        

ii. The World Tourism Organisation of the UN, in an observation, shared that: 

a) emerging economies of the world will gain 57% of their annual profits from 

International tourists. 

b)  countries with upcoming economies shall see maximum tourist footfall from all 

            over the world in the next decade. 

c)  a large number of international tourists in 2030 will be from developing countries. 

d) barely any tourist in the next decade shall travel from an economically strong 

            nation to a weak one. 

iii. One of the elements that is important to ecotourists on trip is 

a) wild and untouched surroundings. 

b) cultural exchange. 

c) car and bus rides. 

d) fully furnished flats. 

iv. Choose the option that lists the correct answers for the following: 

1. Asha Mathew, an NRI, loves animals and wishes to travel to places that safeguard their 

 rights and inculcate awareness of their rights. What kind of tourist is she? 

 

2. Gurdeep Singh from UK is an environmental scientist and has always chosen to travel to 

 places that are examples of a symbiotic relationship between man and nature. What kind of 

tourist is he? 

a) (1) is an ecotourist and (2) is a geotourist 

b) (1) is an ethical tourist and (2) is a geotourist 

c) (1) is a sustainable tourist and (2) is pro-poor tourist 

d) (1) is a geotourist and (2) is a responsible tourist 

v. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the inherent qualities of  

            Geotourism. 

1. showcases adventure sports        

2.   promotes landscape appreciations        

3.  promises luxurious travel 
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4.  includes being environmentally responsible  

5.  believes in commercializing forests  

6.  initiates donations for the underprivileged  

Choose the option: 

 a) 1 &2 

b) 5&6 

c) 2&4 

d) 3&5 

vi. In the market profile of an ecotourist, the information on gender indicates that: 

a) female ecotourists were more than the male ecotourists. 

b) the activity preferences were varied in females and males. 

c) the choice of things to do on a trip were quite similar for both the genders. 

d) male ecotourists were frequent travellers. 

vii. The education aspect in the market profile of the ecotourist revealed that: 

a) mainstream market trends were popular with undergraduates. 

b) ecotourists were only those who had basic education. 

c) mainstream markets were popular tourist destinations for educated ecotourists. 

d) ecotourism was no more limited to the small group of highly educated travellers. 

viii. According to the survey conducted by the Travel Bureau, the total percentage of experienced  

            ecotourists who DID NOT prefer to travel alone was: 

a) 60%. 

 b) 75%.      

 c) 15%.   

 d) 13%.   

ix. According to the survey, one of the most powerful driving forces leading experienced  

            ecotourism to invest in new trips was:  

 a) setting up work stations in new places.  

 b) the chance to go camping in the wild. 

 c) competing with other ecotourist  as frequent travellers.  

 d) the opportunity to travel to new places. 

x. Choose the option that lists statement that is NOT TRUE.  

a) Economically backward countries will benefit from sustainable tourism.  

b) The tourism business currently recognizes sustainability as an important factor. 

c) Emerging economies will receive negligible international tourists in the near 

            future. 
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d) The sustainability factor in tourism is a significant means for development. 

xi. The survey clearly showed that the age range of ecotourists: 

 

a) remained the same for the choice of tourist- attractions to visit. 

b) changed with the monetary requirements for the trip. 

c) fluctuated due to male-female ratio. 

d) was constant across various features of the trip. 

 xii. Who isn‘t an experienced ecotourist? 

 

a) The person who has travelled as an ecotourist once earlier. 

b) The person who is yet to travel even once as an ecotourist. 

c) The person who is a regular ecotourism enthusiast and traveller. 

d) The person who is not regularly travelling on ecotourism trips 

Answers:           1X10=10 

i.  c) the ability to launch something new  

ii.  b) Countries with upcoming economies shall see maximum tourist footfall from all over the  

world in the next decade  

iii.  a) wild and untouched surroundings. 

iv.  b) (1) is an ethical tourist and (2) is a geotourist    

v.  c) 2&4    

vi.  b) the activity preferences were varied in female and males.   

vii.  d) ecotourism was no more limited to the niche group of highly educated travelers. 

 viii.  b) 75%.    

ix.  d) the opportunity   travel to new places.  

x.  c) Emerging economies will receive negligible international tourists in the near future.  

xi.  b) changed with the monetary requirements for the trip.  

xii.  b) The person who is yet to travel even once as an ecotourist.  
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LETTER WRITING (PLACING ORDERS) 

Purpose of the letter: 

 To express one’s opinion on a wide range of issues 

 To express and share one’s observations and views in a public forum, for    example a magazine or 

a newspaper 

 

Language of the letter: 

 Formal language must be used 

 Repetition of ideas must be avoided 

 Sub paragraphs should be used in an organized way 

 Personal outlook must be included but biased language should be avoided 

 Word limit must be kept in mind 

 

Format: 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF MARKS :( 8marks)  

LETTER WRITING 

CONTENT: (6 marks) (format to be included in content. Format includes date, subject, addressee 

                                         and closing) 

EXPRESSION: (2 marks) fluency and accuracy to be included in expression), (Grammatical  

                                             accuracy, appropriate words and spellings, Coherence and relevance of 

                                             ideas and style) 

 

SAMPLE OF LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Question:  

You are Saurabh Srivastava, a resident of Defense Colony Bagdogra, Siliguri. Your colony is facing the 

severe problem of inadequate and contaminated water supply. You decide to express your views and make 

the authorities aware of the situation by writing a letter to the Editor of The Siliguri Times, Siliguri. Write 

your letter in about 100-120 words. 

 

Answer: 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Defense Colony 

Bagdogra 

15th October 2021 

The Editor 

The Siliguri Times 

Siliguri 

Sir 

Subject: Inadequate and contaminated water supply. 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I would like to draw the attention of the civic 

authorities to the contaminated and inadequate supply of water in our locality. 
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It is unfortunate that the local civic authorities do not take care to provide the citizens with even the basic 

amenities such as proper and adequate water supply. In our locality, water is supplied only for three hours 

in the morning. 

 

For the rest of the day the taps remain dry. Also, the supplied water is impure. It is unhygienic and 

inadequate. There have been cases of water borne diseases. The water borne diseases may break out in the 

form of epidemic, if the problem is not properly addressed to. 

 

It is expected that instead of ignoring the issue, the authorities concerned will take immediate steps to 

ensure supply of adequate and potable water in our locality so that we residents are able to live a disease 

free and healthy life. 

 

Yours truly 

 

SAURABH SRIVASTAVA 

 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ON LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

1. Write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper expressing your views on the importance of saving water as 

you have seen people wasting water carelessly on one hand and on the other hand people fight for a single 

drop of water and farmers die because of drought. Using your own ideas write the letter. 

 

2. Recently you read a report on increasing stress level among the younger generation and you are very 

disturbed with the scenario. You decide to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper expressing your 

concern and also about some measures which can be adopted by the youth to overcome stress. On the basis 

of the ideas reflected in the daily life and your own understanding write the letter to the editor. 

 

3. Recently you came across a newspaper article depicting Diversity of India as its greatest identity. After 

reading the article you are inspired enough to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper expressing your 

views on the importance of maintaining unity and integrity for the growth of the nation. 

 

4. Recently, you got an opportunity to meet few courageous girls, who, despite serious opposition from 

their families, continue their education. This has made you feel both proud and concern about these girls 

and you decide to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper emphasizing upon the need to promote girl 

child education. With your own ideas, write the letter to the Editor. 

 

5. A survey reveals that most of our health related problems are due to our over fascination with modern 

gadgets like smart phones, lap tops, television and video games. The findings of the survey compel you to 

share your views on the issue and you decide to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper. On the basis of 

your understanding write the letter. 

 

6. There is a ‘Divyanga’ (Physically Handicapped) child in your class and every day you watch him very 

closely. You appreciate his efforts and enthusiasm, but you find some of your classmates making fun of 

him regularly and you try to make them realize their insensitivity but they haven’t changed their ways and 

means. This has provoked you to write a letter to the Editor of a newspaper expressing your views on the 

need to be respectful to every individual including the specially- abled ones. 

 

7. You observe that most of your class mates bring fast food items as part of their school tiffin and even 

some of them regularly suffer from one disease or other but they keep on bringing fast food. You wish to 
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make parents of such children aware of the harms of the fast food and so you decide to write a letter to the 

Editor of a news daily. On the basis of your own understanding of the problem write the letter. 

 

8. Your friend studies in a school where there is no play- ground and also no facility for sports and games. 

He has to stay in his class room throughout the day. You feel about your friend and decide to write a letter 

to the Editor of a newspaper emphasizing upon the need to have play grounds and other sports facility in 

schools as they help in the all- round development of an individual. 

 

Letters of Complaint 

FORMAT: 

1. Sender’s address       

Date 

Address of the addressee: M/s---------------- 

Dear Sir/Madam 

(Subject:…………………………… ) 

Body of the letter (in 3-4 paragraphs) 

1. Purpose with reference to the order.(Introductory) 

2.Mention the reason for regret 

3. Suggestions to repair/replace 

5. Conclusion 

Yours faithfully/yours sincerely  

 

Sender’s name 

Sample Letters of Complaints 

 

Write a letter to M/s V.P. Appliances, C-24 Devpuri, Mumbai, complaining that the Geyser supplied by 

them has stopped working in less than a week. Sign yourself as Gyan Deep of B279, Kalkaji, Mumbai. 

 

B279 Kalkaji 

Mumbai 

7th July,2021 

The Manager 

M/s V.P.Appliances 

C-24 Devpuri 

Mumbai 

 

HINTS: Articles supplied hardly found defective, cricket balls of inferior quality, cricket bats have 

cracks, stumps less in number. 
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Sir, 

Sub: Complaint about Geyser 

I purchased an Eskom Geyser from your company vide cash memo no. 310 dt. 23rd June 2021 with a 

warrantee of one year. 

I regret to inform you that it stopped working after 4 days. It does not heat Water. The green light signal 

shows that it is on but it does not give hot water. 

Please send your mechanic to rectify the fault or replace the geyser with a new one. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

GAURAV 

 

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ON LETTERS OF COMPLAINTS 

 

1. You are Sriram living at 234/C-3 M.G Road Bangalore. You purchased a coloured TV from Mode 

Electronics, M G Road Bangalore. Write a letter to the Manager complaining about the TV that is not 

functioning properly. 

 

2. Write a letter to M/s Ashwin Books Depot , Nai Sarak, New Delhi telling them that the books you had 

ordered have arrived, but some books were with torn pages and a few of them were old editions. Ask for 

replacement of the books. You are Ankita/ Akash, C-10 Vidyanagar , New Delhi. 

 

3. Write a letter of complaint to M/s Rupashree Electronics,24,industrial Town, Faridabad complaining 

about the washing machine you purchased recently and is giving you a lot of trouble now. Ask for its 

replacement immediately. Invent necessary details. You are Arun of 256-C Janakpuri, New Delhi. Write a 

letter in about 100-120 words. 

 

4. As the Manager of Cricket Club of your town, you had purchased some cricket equipment. Some of the 

articles have been found defective. Write a letter to the firm that made the supplies, asking them to replace 

these defective articles or refund their cost. 

 

 

LETTERS OF ENQUIRY 

FORMAT 

Sender’s address 

Date 

Address of the addressee  

Dear 

Sir/Madam 

Subject: 

Body of the letter 

1. Introduction to the subject 

2. Elaborate on the subject /request/enquiry 

3. Conclusion 
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Yours faithfully/Yours sincerely 

Sender’s name 

Sample of Letters of enquiry 

You are Arushi/Ashwini librarian of Karola Public School Bangalore. Write a letter to the Sales Manager 

of Navneeth Publishers Ltd. Bangalore enquiring about undue delay concerning the delivery of books for 

your school library for which you placed an order two months ago. Also specify that you may have to 

cancel the order in case of further delay as the first term of the academic year has almost come to an end. 

 

Karola Public School, 

Bangalore 

20th October 2021 

The Sales Manager 

M/s. Navneet Publishers 

Bangalore 

Sub: Undue delay in delivery of books 

Sir, 

We are sorry to show our displeasure at the undue delay in the delivery of books for our school library. We 

placed a bulk order for the purchase of books for the library two months ago. But it is unfortunate to note 

that even after several reminders; the books have not been supplied. Before we decide to take the next step, 

we would like to enquire from you about the reason for this delay. 

 

You know that the first term of the academic year has almost come to an end. If you fail to deliver the 

books up to 1st September 2019 we will be compelled to cancel the order. We hope you will not compel us 

to look for another supplier for the books. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

ARUSHI/ASHWINI 

Librarian 

 

Samples of letters of enquiry 

 

1. You are Rema/ Rohit the school pupil of Valley Public School, Chennai. During the Summer Vacation, 

your school is planning an educational tour, covering visits to a thermal power plant and a few factories. 

Write a letter to The National Travel Agency, at to Pantheon Road, Chennai enquiring about the places, the 

charges, facilities and other relevant details. 

 

2. Write a letter to the Manager, Taj International, and Lucknow to find out the rates for conducting the 

wedding Reception of your sister, enquiring specifically about the catering caused per head, service and 

decoration charges and advance to be paid. 

 

3. You are Varsha/ Varun, in charge of Excursion Club of National Public School, Mathura Road, Agra. 

Write a letter to the General Manager, Northern Railways, requesting reservation of a bogie for eighty 

students from Agra Cantt. To Chennai and back by G.T. Express. 
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Placing order 

FORMAT 

Sender’s 

address 

Date 

Address of the addressee 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Subject: 

Body of the letter 

1. Introduction to the subject 

2. Elaborate on the subject 

3.Details of items 

4. Conclusion 

Yours faithfully/Yours 

sincerely Sender’s name 

 

Sample of letter for Placing Orders 

 

You are Prakriti/ Rahul, the Literary Captain, in charge of the school library. You have been asked to place 

an order for Children’s story books. Write a letter to M/s Hari Book Depot, Ram Nagar, Bikaner placing an 

order for the books. Invent the necessary details. 

 

S.S School 

Kavi Nagar 

Jorhat 

14 July 2021 

M/s Hari Book Depot 

Ram Nagar 

Bikaner 

Sub: Order for Children’s story books 

Sir, 

We need no introduction as we are your regular customers. We would like to place an order for Children’s 

story books for our school library. We are providing a list of  books. We are in need of. Kindly deliver 

these books in their latest edition and in proper conditions. We would be pleased, if you could provide us 

suitable discount on these books. The list of books with their particulars is attached herewith. 

 

Sl. No.  Name   Author/Publisher   Copies required 
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1.  Arabian Nights  Rupa & Co    20 

 

2.  Panchatantra   Children’s Book Society  25 

 

3. Stories for children  National Book Trust   30 

 

4. Fables    Jaina & Co    25 

 

We hope timely delivery and maximum discounts.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

PRAKRITI/ RAHUL 

Literary Captain 

 

 

Sample questions 

 

1. You are the Sports Captain of your school A B School, Ahmedabad. Write a letter to  Pioneer Sport Co., 

placing an order for a minimum of four sports items with details. Ask for a discount also. Sign as 

Rama/Ramani. 

 

2. You are Sandhya/ Sharath Hostel Warden, Bapuji Public School, Chennai. Write a letter to the Sales 

Manageer of Bharath Electronic and Domestic Appliances Ltd., Chennai placing an order for a few fans, 

microwave ovens and Coolers that you wish toi purchase for the hostel specifying the details. Also ask for 

the discount. 

 

3. Mary’s Convent, Delhi needs some furniture like office chairs, tables, almirah etc. for its office. The 

Principal asks Mr. Verma, Head Clerk to prepare a draft to place an order with M/s Trustwell Furniture, 

Delhi. Write the order letter in about 100- 120 words. 
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USE OF TENSES (REVISION) 
Tenses (verbs) 
There are three main tenses: 

1. Present Tense 
2. Past Tense 
3. Future Tense 

PRESENT TENSE 

Simple present  

Usage. It is used: 

1. To talk about a present action 

2. To talk about a habitual action 

3. To talk about a universal truth. 

4. To talk about a permanent condition 

5. To talk about a scientific fact. 

6. To express proverbs 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, She. It Root form of verb, root form +‟s‟ or „as‟ 

(a) Present Continuous 

Tense Usage. It is used; 

1. To talk about an action that is going on at the time of speaking. 

2. For future time reference if we are sure of the action. 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, she. It am present participle 

are+present participle  

is+present participle 

 

(B) Present Perfect Tense 

Usage. It issued; to talk about an action that has just been completed. 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, She, It  

Have+past participle  

Has+ past participle 

 

(a) Present Perfect Continuous Tense  

Usage. It is used; 

(i) To express an action that began in the past and has been in progress till the time of peaking. 

(ii)To express an action that finished just a short while  

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, she, It  

Have been + present participle  

Has been+ present participle 

 

Use of „since‟ and „for‟ 

(i) „since‟ is used to denote „point of time‟ 

(ii) „for‟ is used to denote „period of time‟  
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For example, 

 I have been living in Delhi for five years. 

 She has been living in Agra since birth. 

 

PAST TENSE 

(a) Simple e Past 

Usage. It is used: 

 To talk about a past action. 

 To talk about some past habit 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, she, It  

Second form of verb 

 

(b)Past Continuous Tense  

Usage: It is used 

To talk about an action, which was in progress at some point of time before the time of speaking. 

 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, she, It  

Was +present participle 

Were + present participle 

(c) Past Perfect 

Usage: It is used 

To talk about an action that was completed before a given moment in the past 

 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, she, It  

Had +past participle 

 

(d)Past Perfect Continuous 

Usage: 

 It is used: 

To talk about an action that began before a definite moment in the past, had continued up to that moment and 

was still in progress at that moment, or had recently finished. 

  

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, she, It  

Had been + present participle 

 

FUTURE TENSE 

(a) Simple Future  

Usage. It is used; 

To talk about an action that will take place in future 

 

Form 
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Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, She, It  

Shall + root form of „Verb‟  

Will + root form of verb 

Note: In modern English „will‟ is used with „I‟ and „we‟, too. 

 

(b) Future Continuous 

Usage: It is used: 

To express an action that is almost certain to take place in the future. 

 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, She, It  

Shall be + present participle  

Will be +present participle 

 

(c) Future Perfect  

Usage: It is used: 

To talk about an action completed before a given moment in the future. 

 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, She, It  

Shall have+ past participle  

Will have + past participle 

 

(d) Future Perfect Continuous Tense  

Usage: it is used. 

To talk about an action that will begin before a definite moment in the future, will continue up to that moment 

and will be in progress even at that moment. 

 

Form 

Subject Verb 

I, You, We, They, He, She, It  

Shall have been + present participle  

Will have been +present participle 

 

Solved Example 

1. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by using the correct tense form of the verbs given in 

brackets, choosing the appropriate options from the given ones. 

Once Martin Luther King (a) ………………… (Address) a public meeting. Suddenly someone 

(b)……………….. (Throw) a shoe at him. But king (c) ………………… (Not lose) his cool. He (d) 

…………….. (pick) up the shoe and told the gathering that some kind gentleman, knowing that he could not 

afford shoes, (e)… (Throw) one for him. 

He (f)…................ (Request) the gentle man to throw him the other one too. After he said so, a man appeared 

before him and apologized. 

 

Ans.  (a) was addressing  

(b) threw  
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(c) did not lose  

(d) picked  

(e) had thrown 

(f) Requested 

Questions for Practice: 

1. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by using the correct tense form of the verbs given in 

brackets. 

A diesel tanker (a) ……………… (Catch) fire last evening when it (b)……………….... (Fill) up the 

underground tank of a petrol station situated on the G.T. Road. Soon the fire from the tanker(c)…….. (Reach) 

the station‟s administrative block. Suddenly the driver of the tanker (d)………………. (Get) into it and 

(e)…....... (Drive) it 25 yards ahead of the station. A big tragedy (f)……....... (avert) due to his brave act. 

 

2. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by using the correct tense form of the verbs given in 

brackets. 

A forty-year old man (a)……………. (kill) and six others (b)…………….……. (injure) when the van in 

which they(c)………….. (travel) overturned after colliding with a truck last evening. Soon after the incident a 

huge crowd (d)……………….. (gather) on the spot and (e) …………… (start) beating the driver as he 

(f)…………...…… (find) to be under the influence of alcohol. The police arrived on the scene and arrested 

the driver. 

 

MODALS 

 

Models are those auxiliary (helping) verbs which express the „mode‟ or „manner‟ of the actions indicated by 

the main verbs. They express modes such as ability, possibility, probability, permission, obligation, etc. 

The following are modal auxiliaries:  

shall, should, will, would, can, could, may, might, must, ought to, used to, need, dare. 

 

Use of Modal Auxiliaries 

 

(a) Shall and Will 

1. „Shall‟ is used with the first person subject (I, we) and „will‟, used with all person subject, to express simple 

future. 

2. „Shall‟ with the first person subject, expresses:  

Intention e.g. I shall go home today.  

Promise e.g. I shall try to do better.  

Threat e.g. I shall kill him.  

Determination e.g. I shall do or die. 

 

3.  

(a) „Will‟ with the second & third person subject, expresses:  

Order e.g. You will do it just now. 

Threat e.g. You will be punished  

Promise e.g. You will have a holiday 

Determination e.g. You will work for me.  

Intention e.g. Will he go with you? 

 

(b) „Would‟ is used to express: 

Determination e.g. I would have my way. 

Habitual action e.g. he would sit all day with the book in his hand.  
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Willingness e.g. I would do my best to satisfy you. 

Wish e.g. Would that I were healthy. 

 

(c) „Should‟ is used to express: 

Duty e.g. we should keep our word.  

Advice e.g. you should take rest.‟ 

After „lest ‟e.g. Work hard lest you should fail. 

Polite request e.g. Should I help you to solve this problem? 

 

(d) „May‟ is used to express: 

Possibility e.g. he may succeed in his work.  

Permission e.g. may I come in? 

Wish e.g. may you live long. 

Purpose e.g. he works hard so that he may pass. 

 

(e) Can is used to express: 

Power/ability e.g. He can swim, He cannot speak English  

Permission e.g. You can go now. Can I use your bicycle? 

 

(f) Might (past tense of May) is used to express:  

Suggestion e.g. he might join a college.  

Possibility e.g. it might rain. 

Purpose e.g. he works hard that he might win a scholarship. 

 

(g) Could (past tense of can) express: 

Power/ability e.g. he could run fast when he was young.  

Polite request e.g. could you please help me? 

 

(h) Must express: 

Compulsion e.g. you must carry out my orders. 

 

 

(i) Ought to: 

It is used to denote duty or moral or social obligation. It is used nearly in the same sense as „should‟. 

The verb that follow ought always takes to +V1 form.  

For example: 

We ought to obey our teachers.  

We ought not to speak ill of others. 

 

(j) Need: 

It is used in the sense of „require‟ or „want‟. Need not expresses the idea that there is no compulsion, 

e.g. You needn‟t leave today, you can leave tomorrow. You needn‟t pay the whole amount in one 

installment. Need I wait till he comes? 

 

(k) Dare: 

It means „to have the courage to do something‟. 

e.g. he dare not go there. 

 

(l) Used to +V1: 
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It expresses a habit in the past‟ 

Used to +V1 e.g. I used to swim when I was young. 

I used to live in Mumbai. (Now I live in Delhi). 

We used to go to Shimla in winter but now we don‟t. 

 

(m) Has to/Have to: 

It expresses „some compulsion, obligation or necessity in the present or future tense‟. 

Has to/have to +V1e.g. Mohan has to finish his work in time. 

I cannot come with you because I have to finish my work in time. 

 

(n) Had to: 

It is used to express „compulsion, obligation or necessity in the past.‟ 

The expression „had to‟ is the past tense of „have to‟ 

Had to +V1 e.g. yesterday my servant did not come. I had to wash my clothes myself. The enemy had 

to accept defeat at last. 

 

(o) Will have to: 

It is used to express compulsion, obligation or necessity in the future. 

The expression „will have to‟ is the future tense of „have to‟ 

Will have to +V1e.g. Next week you will have to deposit your fee. 

 

Solved Examples 

1. Complete the passage, with the appropriate answer. 

 

Self-miracle refers to your need to change your life to what you really (a)…………… create. The simple truth 

is only you possess the power to improve your conditions in line with everything you (b)……………….like 

to carry out. You(c) …....... live your dreams to be able to improve your life permanently. This must be done 

immediately if you wish to attain what you have targeted. 

 

Ans.   (a) must  

(b) may  

(c) need to 

 

1. Complete the passage, with the appropriate answer. 

 

One (a)………………..meditate every day. When I say meditate, one (b)… ................ not perform yoga 

exercise. You(c).................................... Honor your spirit by witnessing the peace with a view of truthfulness 

and gratitude. With practice, the noise (d)…............ silence itself. The solutions you seek out are within. You 

(e)………………. worry for it. You just……….……. (f) concentrate within. 

 

2. Look at the words and phrases below. Rearrange them to form meaningful sentences. 
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(a) River/when I/could/ I swim/was/young/across/the 

(b) Parents/their/children/obey/should 

(c) Dare/how/you/to him/talk/like/this 

 

3. The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each of the lines. Write the incorrect 

word and the correction against the correct blank number. 

Remember to underline the word/phrase that you have supplied. 

 

Incorrect  Correction 

The evil of begging is very common into our society.        E.g. into    in 

There can be no place which you won‟t find a beggar.  (a)         …………. …………. 

Some beggars are quite health. They are able – bodied (b)         …………. …………. 

and are strong much to earn their living. But they   (c)         …………. …………. 

are idlers and want to living without work.    (d)         …………. …………. 

 

NON- FINITES 

There are three kinds of non-finites: 

1. Infinitives 

2. Gerunds 

3. Participles 

INFINITIVES.-it is also referred to as the „to-verb‟ for example.  

She wants to play. 

They need to renovate their house. 

Note. But the infinitive can also be used without „to‟ .when we use an inventive without „to‟ it is called a „bare 

infinitive‟. For example, 

She made me repeat after her.  

You must not do the sum again. 

The use of „to-infinitive- is avoided 

1. After the verbs like shall, will, did, do, might, may, could, can. 

2. After the verbs like bid, let, make, need, see, hear, know, feel, watch, etc. 

 

THE PARTICIPLE 

It is called a verbal adjective‟ that is, a verb that forms the work of an adjective. 

There are two types of participles: 

1. The Present Participle 

2. The Past Participle 

The present Participle is formed by adding „ing‟ to the root form of the verb. For example: 

 

Hearing the news, the children shouted with joy. 

 

The Past Participle is also called the third form of the verb. It usually ends in ed, d, t, en, n.  

For example: 

Having entered the house stealthily, the thief broke the safe door open. 
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THE GERUND 

A Gerund is verbal noun, that is, it is verb that does work of a noun.  

For example: 

Swimming is a good exercise. 

Smoking is bad for health. 

 

Solved Example 

1. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by writing the most appropriate non-infinite forms of the 

verbs given in bracket. 

 

While (a) …………………. (Read) tips for health, I learnt that (b)…….... (Takes) tea is not good for health. I 

tried(c)…………. (think) about the ways of (d) ................ prepare) tea. Regular intake of tea is sure 

(e)……………….. (injure) one‟s health. I decided to leave my habit of (f)……. (consume) tea. 

Ans.  

(a) Reading  

(b) taking  

(c) thinking  

(d) preparing 

(d) To injure  

(f) consuming 

Questions for Practice 

2. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by writing the most appropriate non-infinite forms of the 

verbs given in bracket. 

Mughal kings had the habit of (a)………… (Rise) very early and (b)…......... (Take) a bath with hot water. 

They never liked (c)………..… (Use) cold water as they thought that cold water would make them 

(d)……………… (Catch) cold. The Mughal Kings were fond of (e)…………. (Wear) clothes (f) 

…………….. (Makes) of wool. 

3. Fill in the blanks in the following passage by writing the most appropriate non-infinite forms of the 

verbs given in bracket. 

 

(a)……………………(win) the first prize in the debate competition, Raghu decided (b)…………. (put) in his 

maximum effort in all the (c)………… (come) inter-school competitions. His teacher advised him not 

(d)……………. (Feel) overconfident. (e) …………….. (Win) is not that matters always. (f)………… (Be) a 

good student, he knew the meaning of what his teacher advised him. 

 

SUBJECT-VERB CONCORD 

A verb agrees with the subject in number and person. A singular takes a singular verb and a plural subject 

takes a plural verb. 

I.  She is a good speaker. 

II. They are good speakers. 
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In sentence (I) the subject „she‟ is in the singular number; the verb „is „also in the singular. But in sentence (II) 

the subject „they‟ is in the plural number; the verb „are‟ is also in the plural. 

For example: 

(a) Girls are taking a test. 

(b) Boys were weeping bitterly. 

(c) They have not finished the task. 

(d) Geeta is reciting a poem. 

(e) My sister does not tell lies. 

In the above sentences, the verbs have changed according to the person of the subject. Thus, we know that the 

verb agrees with the subject in number and person. This is known in grammar as subject-verb concord. 

1. Two or more singular subject joined by „and‟ takes a plural verb.  

For example: 

You and I are friends. 

2. When two subjects are joined by as well as the verb agrees with the first subject.  

For example: 

Her friends as well as she are talkative 

3. Either, neither, each, every an everyone are followed by a singular verb.  

For example: 

Each of them is lovable. 

4. When two singular nouns refer to the same person or thing, the verb must be singular.  

For example: 

My sister and friend has come. 

5. When two subjects together express one idea, the verb may be in the singular. 

For example: 

Two and two makes four. 

6. When a plural noun expresses some specific quantity or amount considered as a whole, the verb is in 

singular.  

For example: 

Twenty kilos of rice is not much for the month. 

7. When two or more singular subjects are connected by „with‟, together with‟ „and not‟, „besides‟ no less 

than‟ the verb is in singular.  

For example: 

He and not you is to blame. 

8. The verb agrees with the number of the nouns that follow the verb.  

For example:  

There are five girls in the office. 

9. Some nouns which are plural in form but singular in meaning, take a singular verb.  

For example:  

English is my favorite subject. 

10. A plural noun which is the name of a country or province or the title of a book, is followed by a singular 

verb.  

For example: 

West Indies is a black country. 

‘Human values‟ is written by M.K. Diwan. 

11. A collective noun generally takes a singular verb when the subject stands for the collection as a whole and 

a plural verb when the subject stands for the individuals of which is composed.  
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For example: 

The whole class is present.  

The teams are celebrating their victory. 

12. A relative pronoun must agree with its antecedent gender, number an person. 

For example: 

It is I who am to blame. 

 

 

Solved Example 

1. Fill in the blanks appropriately. 

(a) Neither you nor your friends…………passed the examination nor is it really shameful. 

(b) None of the conspiracy ............. succeeded and this is really great. 

(c) All of the food...............been consumed. 

Ans.  

(a) have  

(b) has  

(c) has 

Questions for Practice 

1. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate answer. 

(a)Her friends as well as Rama… ........studying for last one Hour. 

(b)Each of you… ............... responsible for the tragedy. 

(c) Your cousin and friend........... come. 

2. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate answer. 

(a)None of the plans…........ succeeded. 

(b)Some of these books… ...... really in bad position. 

(c) Some of the water…........ Finished. 

3. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate answer. 

(a)Most of the money… ......... spent. 

(b)There any food left? 

(c) All of it................ been eaten. 

4. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate answer. 

(a) Bread and butter.............. her favorite breakfast. 

(b)Bread and butter .............very costly nowadays. 

(c) Twenty kilos of flour.............. insufficient for such a large family. 

 

ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE 

1. Tenses and Verb Forms 

(a) Simple Present 

Active: She sings a song. 

Passive: A song is sung by her. 
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Is/am/are+ past participle 

(b)Simple Past 

Active: She sang a song. 

Passive: A song was sung by her. 

Was/were + Past Participle 

(c) Simple Future 

Active: She will sing a song. 

Passive: A song will be sung by her. 

Will be / shall be + Past participle 

(d)Present Continuous 

Active: She is singing a song. 

Passive: A song is being sung by her. 

Is/am/are/+being+ past participle 

(e)Past Continuous 

Active: She was singing a song. 

Passive: A song was being sung by her. 

Was/were + being + past participle 

(f) Future Continuous 

No Passive 

 

(g)Present Perfect 

Active: She has sung a song. 

Passive: A song has been sung by her. 

Has + been + past participle 

(h)Past perfect 

Active: she had sung a song. 

Passive: A song had been sung by her. 

Had + been + past participle 

(i) Future perfect 

Active: She will have sung a song. 

Passive: A song will have been sung by her. 

Will + have + been + past participle 

 

2. Kinds of sentences 

(a)Assertive Sentences 

Active: He plucked a flower. 

Passive: A flower was plucked by him. 
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(b)Imperative Sentence (Negative) 

Active: Don‟t run in the corridor. 

Passive: You are asked/ordered not turn in the corridor. 

Imperative Sentence (positive) 

Active: Switch off all lights at ten. 

Passive: You are asked/ ordered to switch off all lights at ten. 

(c) Interrogative Sentence 

Active: what is he doing? 

Passive: What is being done by him?  

Active: Did he write the story? 

Passive: was the story written by him? 

3. Sentences with two objects 

Active: He lent me some money. 

Passive: I was lent some money by him. Some money was lent to me by him. 

4. Verbs followed by Prepositions 

Active: The people laughed at the clown. 

Passive: The clown was laughed at by the people. 

5. Sentences beginning with let 

Active: Let him finish the work. 

Passive: let the work be finished by him. 

Active: Let me solve this sum. 

Passive: Let this sum be solved by me. 

                                 OR 

              You are asked to let me solve this sum. 

 

SPEECH-DIRECT AND INDIRECT 

 

What is a Direct Speech?  

In a Direct Speech, the speaker‟s own words are quoted without making any change.  

For example: Ravi said, “Mohit has gone to Delhi.” 

 

What is an Indirect Speech?  

In an Indirect Speech, the essence of the Speaker‟s words is given.  

For Example: Ravi said that Mohit had gone to Delhi. 

 

Some Important Points 

1. In a Direct Speech- 

(a) The Speaker‟s actual words are placed within inverted commas (“). 

(b) His actual words start with a capital letter. 

(c) There is a comma after the reporting verb. 
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(d) At the end of his actual words, a full stop or a question mark or a sign of exclamation is put 

according to the need of the sentence. 

(e) The tense of the speaker‟s words remains the same. 

2. In an Indirect Speech- 

(a) Inverted commas are not used. 

(b) Only the first letter of the sentence starts with a capital letter. 

(c) There is no comma after the reporting verb. 

(d) Conjunctions like that, to, if/whether are used to link the reporting verb and the reported speech. 

(e) At the end of the sentence, only a full stop is put. Question marks are not allowed. 

(f) The tense of the speaker‟s words undergoes a change. 

Note: If the speaker‟s words express a habitual action, a universal truth, a scientific statement, a proverb or a 

permanent truth, the tense of the speaker‟s words remain the same. 

 

Changing Direct Speech into Indirect Speech 

 

1. Tense And Verb Forms 

(a) Simple Present-Simple Past 

Direct: Rahul said to me, “I am your friend.”  

Indirect: Rahul told me that he was my friend. 

(c) Present Continuous-Past Continuous  

Direct: Rahul said, “I am playing.”  

Indirect: Rahul said that he was playing. 

(d) Present Perfect- Past Perfect 

Direct: Rahul said, “I Have done my work.”  

Indirect: Rahul said that he had done his work. 

(e) Present Perfect Continuous – Past Perfect Continuous 

Direct: Rahul said, “I have been playing since morning.”  

Indirect: Rahul said that he had been playing since morning. 

(f) Simple Past – Past perfect 

Direct: Rahul said, “I did my work.” 

Indirect: Rahul said that he had done his work. 

(g) Past Continuous- Past perfect Continuous 

Direct: Rahul said, “I was doing my work.” 

Indirect: Rahul said that he had been doing his work. 

2. Change of Time, Place 

Words showing nearness of time and place change into words showing distance, time and place. 

Now-then 

Ago-before 
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This-that 

These-those 

Here-there 

Today-that day 

Tomorrow- the following day/the next day  

Yesterday-the previous day/ the day before  

Last night- the previous night 

Last week- the previous week  

Will- would 

May-might 

Can-could 

 

3. Change of Pronouns 

S - First person according to subject 

O - Second person according to object.  

N - Third person no change. 

4. Change of Different Kinds of Sentences 

(a) Questions 

(I) „Wh‟ questions: The questions beginning with which, when, where, why, how, whose, etc. do not need 

any conjunction.  

For example, 

He said to me, “which book were you reading last night?” (Direct) 

He asked me which book I had been reading the previous night. (Indirect) 

 

(II) Yes/No questions: The question that begin with helping verbs like is, am, are, was, were, will, shall, do, 

does, it, has, have, had, etc., that the conjunction „if or „whether‟.  

For example, 

The teacher said to children, “Have you finished your work?” (Direct)  

The teacher asked the children if they had finished their work. (Indirect) 

 

(b) Commands: 

(i) The imperative sentences or commands take the conjunction „to‟. 

(ii) The reporting verb „said‟ or „said to‟ changes into ordered, commanded, advised or requested.  

For example: 

The doctor said to the patient, “Take this tablet daily.” (Direct)  

The doctor advised to patient to take that tablet daily. (Indirect)  

The master said to the servant, “Bring me a glass of milk.” (Direct) 

The master ordered the servant to bring him a glass of milk. (Indirect) 

(c) Exclamations: 

(i) The reporting verb „said‟ is changed into exclaimed, exclaimed with joy exclaimed with sorrow, exclaimed 

with wonder, wished or prayed etc. 

(ii) The conjunction „that‟ is used to introduce the reported speech.  
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For example,  

He said, “What a beautiful painting!”(Direct) 

He exclaimed with wonder that it was a beautiful painting. (Indirect)  

The boys said, “Hurrah! We have won the match.”(Direct) 

The boys exclaimed with joy that they had won the match. (Indirect) 

(d) Sentences beginning with “Let”: 

(i)   The man said to the servant, “let the children play.” (Direct)  

       The man asked the servant to let the children play. (Indirect) 

(ii)  She said to her friend, “Let us go for a picnic.” (Direct) 

       She proposed to her friends that they should go for picnic. (Indirect) 

(iii) The Principal said to the peon, “Don‟t let the children enter my study.” (Direct) 

       The Principal ordered the peon not to let the children enter his study. (Indirect) 

Solved Example 

Read the conversation below and complete the report that follows.  

Lady: What a beautiful painting! Is it for sale? 

Shopkeeper: No, ma‟am. This painting is not for sale. 

The lady exclaimed with appreciation (a)………………… and inquired the shopkeeper (b) ……………….. . 

The shopkeeper answered in the negative informing the lady that(c)……………. 

Ans.  

(a) that was a beautiful painting 

(b) if that was for sale 

(c) that painting was not for sale 

Practice Questions 

1. Rearrange the following sentences to make meaningful sentences. 

(a) Friends/Archie/movie/the/asked his / what / of they / thought/ 

(b) preferred/said/book/had/the/his/friend/he 

(c) his/was/same/Ram/answer//always/said/the 

2. Read the dialogue given below an report it by filling in the blanks 

Traffic police: You are going too fast. You have exceeded the speed limit.  

Reena: I am late for my work. Please let me go this time. 

Traffic Police: Don‟t worry. You have to report at the Police Station only tomorrow. 

 

The Traffic Police stopped Reena and told her that she was going very fast and that she (a) ………..……… 

………………………Reena pleaded with the policemen and said that (b) …………………  the traffic Police 

asked her not to worry and said that (c)……………… ………………………………………… . 
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Animals Poem-6 (First Flight)  

Summary 

In this poem, Walt Whitman has beautifully brought out the contrast between animals and human 

beings. Animals are generally simple in nature whereas human beings are generally greedy, selfish and 

very complicated. He is very happy with the easy going nature of animals and he wants to follow them. 

The poet Walt Whitman is desirous to live among the animals as he thinks that they are self contented 

and serene. They are wise and this is the reason why they never bewail of their lot and condition. They 

do not weep for their sins and they have no care to worship even God. They are always satisfied and do 

not need to possess things. They respect none including their ancestors and they remain indifferent in 

their pleasure and pain. For this reason, the poet wishes to learn from animals. They do not have any 

kind of falsehood. They are free from all types of trivial anxieties, so they are still living their natural 

life. 

Extract Questions:- 

A.) ‗Not one is dissatisfied, not one is demented with the mania of owning things, 

       Not one kneels to another, nor to his kind that lived a thousand years ago.‘ 

 

Questions: 

a) About whom is the poet saying these lines? 

b) With/to whom is the poet comparing them? 

c) Mention any two qualities that make the poet want to be like ‗them‘. 

d) What is the literary device used in the first line given? 

 

Answers: 

a) The poet is speaking about animals. 

b) The poet is comparing them with human beings. 

c) They do not complain / they are not anxious / not unhappy / not unsatisfied / do not lie 

     awake pondering over the sins they committed. 

d) It is ‗Repetition‘ where the words ‗not one‘ has been repeated. 

B) ‗I wonder where they get those tokens, 

      Did I pass that way huge times ago and negligently drop them?‘ 

 

Questions: 

a) Who does the word ‗they‘ refer to in the first line? 

b) What does the word ‗tokens‘ stand for? 

c) What does the poet mean by the last line? 

 

Answers: 

a) The word ‘they‘ refers to animals. 

b) The word ‗tokens stands for virtues like simplicity, innocence, satisfaction, contentment etc. 

c) The poet means to say that he may have lost those virtues that animals possess long ago in his 

    quest for civilization. 
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Short Answer Questions: 

a) What does the poet wish to do at the beginning of the poem? 

b) What do humans do to other human beings who lived thousands of years ago 

c) What conclusion does the poet come to at the end of the poem? 

Answers: 

a) The poet wishes he could transform and become one with animals. 

b) Human beings hold their ancestors in great respect. 

c) The poet says that he as a human being must have lost those virtues that only animals now 

    possess, sometime in the past. 

 

Long Answer Questions: 

a) Why does the poet want to ‗turn and live with animals‘?  

Or 

What is the gist of the poem?  

Or 

What is the central theme of the poem? 

 

Ans: The poet expresses his desire to change and be with the animals because they are very mild and         

content. They are not anxious about anything nor do they complain about anything. They do not spend 

sleepless nights repenting over their sins nor discuss their duty to God. None of them is dissatisfied nor 

crazy over possessing things. No animal shows submission to another nor does he show respect and 

honour to those of his kind that lived thousands of years ago. Not a single animal is dissatisfied or 

unhappy. The poet learns these virtues from animals which they openly express. At the end the poet 

wonders where they got these virtues from and concludes that he, as a human being, also may have 

possessed these qualities thousands of years ago. In his quest for civilization human beings have lost 

these beautiful virtues that animals still possess. And therefore he wishes to turn and live with animals. 

 

Short Answer Questions (Unsolved): 

a) What are some of the things that humans do in their relationship with God? 

b) How are animals different from humans in their attitude to life? 

 

Literary Devices: 

Line two- I stand and……….and long. Repetition (the Word Long is repeated) 

Line three - sweat and whine Onomatopoeia (the sound gives the sense) 

Line four – discussing their duty to God Alliteration (the repetitive consonantal sound /d/) 

Line ten – plainly in their possession Alliteration (the repetitive consonantal sound /p/) 

Line eleven – wonder where Alliteration (the repetitive consonantal sound /w/) 

Line twelve – Did I pass…drop them? Interrogation (Question asked not in expectation of an answer) 

Chapter-7 Glimpses of India (First Flight) 

Summary 

I. A Baker From Goa 

Bakers of Goa known as Pader 
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In old Portuguese days, the people of Goa ate loaves of bread. Now these loaves have disappeared. But 

their makers are still there. The furnaces also exist there even now. The sound of the traditional bakers‘ 

bamboo can still be heard. Someone of the family still carries this business. These bakers are known as 

Pader in Goa even today. 

Coming of the baker 

The baker used to be the author‘s friend and guide. He used to come twice a day. The sound of his 

bamboo woke the author and others from sleep. The author used to run to him for bread- bangles. The 

maidservants used to buy loaves and carry them inside the houses. 

Delivering the loaves 

The baker came with the ‗jhang-jhang‘ sound of his bamboo staff. One hand supported the basket on 

his head. The other banged the bamboo on the ground. The baker would place the basket on the 

bamboo. The author and others would look into his basket. They would eat the loaves with hot tea. 

They would not brush their teeth. 

Importance of bread 

The baker was very important for all occasions. Marriage gifts were meaningless without the sweet 

bread called bol. Sandwiches, cakes and bolinhas were made with the bread. 

Baker’s dress 

The baker or bread-seller of the past had a peculiar dress. It was known as the kabai. It was a single-

piece long frock. It reached down to the knees. It is similar to half pants of today. 

Baker—a happy family 

The baker usually collected his bills at the end of the month. Baking was a profitable profession in the 

olden days. The baker and his family never starved. Their fat bodies showed that they were happy and 

were not poor. 

II. Coorg 

Coorg—a heavenly place 

Coorg lies between the coastal town of Mangalore and Mysore. It is a very beautiful place like heaven. 

It must have come from the Kingdom of God. Strong men, beautiful women and wild creatures live in 

it. 

Coorg’s weather and environment 

Coorg or Kodagu is the smallest district of Karnataka. It has evergreen forests, spices and coffee 

plantations. Many visitors come to it between September and March. The weather is fine then. The air 

is full of coffee flavour. 

People of Coorg—origin etc 

The people of Coorg are of Greek or Arabic descent. The story goes that a part of Alexander‘s army 

settled here. Its return became impractical. These people married among the locals. This culture is seen 
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in the martial traditions, marriage and religious rites. The Arab origin is seen in the long, black coat 

worn by the Kodavus. It is known as kuppia. It is like the kuffia worn by the Arabs and the Kurds. 

 

Coorg and its people 

Coorgi homes have a tradition of hospitality. The people have many tales of bravery. Coorg | Regiment 

is one of the most decorated in the Indian Army. General Cariappa, the first Army Chief, was a Coorgi. 

Even today Kodavus are the only people in India to carry firearms without a license. 

Its wildlife 

The river Cauvery gets its water from Coorg‘s forests and hills. Mahaseer, the largest freshwater fish is 

found in these waters. Kingfishers, squirrels and langurs are found near these waters. Birds, bees and 

butterflies give one a good company here. Elephants enjoy being bathed here by their mahouts. 

The landscape 

The Brahmagiri hills give the climber a whole view of Coorg. A walk across the rope bridge leads to 

the sixty-four-acre Island of Nisargadhama. Buddhist monks from India‘s Tibetan settlement live in 

Bylakuppe here. One can see them dressed in red, ochre and yellow robes. 

III. Tea From Assam 

Rajvir and Pranjol on way to Assam 

Rajvir and Pranjol were travelling to Assam. A tea vendor called ‗chai-garam … garam- chai‘. They 

took tea and sipped it. Rajvir told Pranjol that over 800,000,000 cups of tea are drunk everyday 

throughout the world. 

Tea gardens seen 

Rajvir looked at the beautiful scenery outside. Pranjol kept reading his detective book. There was 

greenery outside. Soon the soft green paddy fields gave way to tea-bushes. Tea-bushes spread as far as 

the eye could see. There were shade trees also over the areas. In the distance there was an ugly 

building. It was a tea-garden. 

About legends behind tea 

They were in Assam, the tea-country. Assam has the largest concentration of tea plantations in the 

world. Rajvir told Pranjol that no one really knew who discovered tea. There are many legends about it. 

Chinese legend 

A Chinese emperor always boiled water before drinking it. One day a few leaves of branches burning 

under the pot fell into the water. It gave a delicious flavour. These were tea-leaves. 

Indian legend 

Bodhidharma, a Buddhist monk cut off his eyelids because he felt sleepy during meditations. Ten tea 

plants grew out of his eyelids. These leaves when put in hot water and drunk, banished sleep. 
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Tea and China 

Rajvir told Pranjol that tea was first drunk in China. It was as far back as 2700 B.C. Words like chai 

and chini are Chinese. Tea came to Europe in the sixteenth century. It was then drunk more as 

medicine. 

Reaching the destination 

Both of them dropped at Mariani junction. They were driven to Dhekiabari Tea Estate. On both sides of 

the road there were acres and acres of tea-bushes. Women with bamboo baskets were plucking the new 

leaves from them. 

Rajvir’s knowledge about tea plantations 

Pranjol‘s father received them there. They had come there in the sprouting season. It lasts from May to 

July. It gives out the best tea. Rajvir told this to Pranjol‘s father. He told Rajvir that he knew many 

things about tea plantations. Rajvir told him that he would learn more about them there. 

Glimpses of India  

 

Q 1. What are the elders in Goa nostalgic about? 

 

Ans: The elders in Goa are nostalgic about the good old Portuguese days and their love of bread and  

         loaves. The writer says that the eaters of loaves have left but the makers still exist. 

 

Q 2. Is bread-making still popular in Goa? How do you know? 

 

Ans: Yes, bread making is still popular in Goa. This is very clear from the narrator‘s statement that   the 

eaters have gone away leaving the makers behind. There are mixers, moulders and the ones who 

bake the loaves. The time tested furnaces still  exist there. 

 

Q 3. What is the baker called? 

 

Ans: The baker is called a pader in Goa. 

 

Q 4. When would the baker come every day? Why did the children run to meet him? 

 

Ans: The baker would come twice a day-once early in the morning and the second time when he  

         returned after selling his stuff. 

        The children would run to meet him as they wanted to have bread-bangles. 

 

Q 1. Match the following.  

What is a must: 

1. as marriage gifts? – cakes and bolinhas 

2. for a party or a feast? – sweet bread called bol 

3. for a daughter‘s engagement? – bread 

4. for Christmas? – sandwiches 

Ans:  

1. as marriage gifts – sweet bread called bol 

2. for a party or a feast – bread 
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3. for a daughter‘s engagement – sandwiches 

4. for Christmas – cakes and bolinhas 

Q 2. What did the bakers wear? 

1. In the Portuguese days 

2. When the author was young 

Ans: 

1. The bakers were usually dressed up in a peculiar dress called kabai. It was a single piece long 

     frock reaching down to the knees. 

 

2. During his childhood days, the author saw the bakers wearing a shirt and trousers which were 

    shorter than full length ones and longer than half pants. 

 

Q 3. Who invites the comment – ―he is dressed like a pader‖ Why? 

 

Ans: Any person who is wearing a half pants which reaches just below the knees invites this comment. 

This is because the baker, known as a pader, used to dress like that. 

 

Q 4. Where were the monthly accounts of the baker recorded? 

 

Ans: Monthly accounts of the baker were recorded on some wall in the house with a pencil. 

 

Q 5.What does a ‗jackfruit-like appearance‘ mean? 

 

Ans: It means having a plump physique, like a jackfruit. 

 

Additional Questions for Practice       

 

Q 1. Which of these statements are correct? 

1. The pader was an important person in the village in old times. 

2. Paders still exist in Goan villages. 

3. The paders went away with the Portuguese. 

4. The paders continue to wear a single-piece long frock. 

5. Bread and cakes were an integral part of Goan life in the old days. 

6. Traditional bread-baking is still a very profitable business. 

7. Paders and their families starve in the present times. 

 

Ans:  

1. Correct 

2. Correct 

3. Incorrect 

4. Incorrect 

5. Correct 

6. Correct 

7. Incorrect 
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Q 2. Is bread an important part of Goan life? How do you know this? 

 

Ans: Yes, bread is an important part of Goan life. It is needed for marriage gifts, parties and feasts. 

Bread is also needed by a mother for preparing sandwiches during her daughter‘s engagement. 

Thus, it is necessary to have breads for every occasion, because of which the presence of a 

baker‘s furnace in the village is very important 

 

Q 3. Tick the right answer. What is the tone of the author when he says the following? 

1. The thud and the jingle of the traditional baker‗s bamboo can still be heard in some places, 

(nostalgic, hopeful, sad) 

2. Maybe the father is not alive but the son still carries on the family profession, (nostalgic, 

hopeful, and sad) 

3. I still recall the typical fragrance of those loaves, (nostalgic, hopeful, and naughty) 

4. The tiger never brushed his teeth. Hot tea could wash and clean up everything so nicely, after 

all. (naughty, angry, funny) 

5. Cakes and bolinhas are a must for Christmas as well as other festivals, (sad, hopeful, matter-of-

fact) 

6. The baker and his family never starved. They always looked happy and prosperous, (matter-of-

fact, hopeful, sad) 

Ans: 

1. Nostalgic 

2. Hopeful 

3. Nostalgic 

4. Funny 

5. Matter-of-fact 

6. Matter-of-fact 

Part II  

 

Q 1. Where is Coorg? 

 

Ans: Coorg or Kodagu is the smallest district of Karnataka. It is situated midway between Mysore and  

         the coastal town of Mangalore. 

 

Q 2. What is the story about the Kodavu people‘s descent? 

 

Ans: The fiercely independent people of Coorg are descendents of Greeks or Arabs. A section of 

Alexander‘s army moved South along the coast and settled here only when they were unable to 

return to their country. These people married among the locals. This is the story about the descent 

of Kodavu people. 

 

Q 3. What are some of the things you now know about? 

1. the people of Coorg? 

2. the main crop of Coorg? 
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3. the sports it offers to tourists? 

4. the animals you are likely to see in Coorg? 

5. its distance from Bangalore and how to get there? 

 

Ans: 

1. They are fiercely independent people and have descended from the Greeks or the Arabs. 

2. Coffee is the main crop of Coorg. 

3. It mostly offers adventure sports which include river rafting, canoeing, rappelling, rock 

climbing and mountain biking. 

4. The animals likely to be seen in Coorg are macaques, Malabar squirrel, langurs, slender 

lories, elephants etc. 

5. By road, it is around 250 – 260 kilometers from Bangalore. 

 

Q 4. Here are six sentences with some words in italics. Find phrases from the text that have the same 

meaning. (Look in the paragraphs indicated) 

1. During monsoons it rains so heavily that tourists do not visit Coorg. (Para 2) 

2. Some people say that Alexander‘s army moved south along the coast and settled there. (Para 

3) 

3. The Coorg people are always ready to tell stories of their son‘s and father‘s velour. (Para 4) 

4. Even people who normally lead an easy and slow life get smitten by the high energy 

adventure sports of Coorg. (Para 6) 

5. The theory of the Arab origin is supported by the long coat with embroidered waist-belt they 

wear. (Para 3) 

6. Macaques, Malabar squirrels observe you carefully from the tree canopy. (Para 7) 

Ans: 

1. to keep visitors away 

2. As one story goes 

3. are more than willing to recount 

4. The most laidback individuals become converts to 

5. draws support from 

6. keep a watchful eye 

 

Extract Based Questions (Solved) 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

 

Q 1. We kid would be pushed aside with a mild rebuke and the loaves would be delivered to the 

servant.    But we would not give up. We would climb a bench or the parapet and peep into the basket, 

somehow. I can still recall the typical fragrance of those loaves. Loaves for the elders and the bangles 

for the children. 

(a) Who are ‗we‘ in the extract? 



72 | P a g e  
 

(b) Why were the children pushed aside? 

(c) Which word/phrase in the extract means the same as ‗an expression of disapproval/a 

      scolding‘? 

(d) What was there in the basket? 

 

Ans: 

(a) ‗We‘ in the extract refers to the narrator and his friends. 

(b) The kids were pushed aside so that the breads can be delivered to the servants. 

(c) The word ‗rebuke‘ from the extract means ‗an expression of disapproval/a scolding‘. 

(d) There were some loaves for the elders and some bangles for the children. 

 

Q 2. Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread known as the bol, just as a party or a feast 

loses its charm without bread. Not enough can be said to show how important a baker can be for a 

village. The lady of the house must prepare sandwiches on the occasion of her daughter‘s engagement. 

Cakes and bolinhas are a must for Christmas as well as other festivals. Thus, the presence of the baker‘s 

furnace in the village is absolutely essential. 

 

(a) What are compulsorily prepared during Christmas in Goa? 

(b) Why is a baker necessary in a village? 

(c) Find the word in the extract which means ‗celebration meal‘. 

(d) What is must to be prepared on a daughter‘s engagement by a lady? 

 

Ans:  

(a) During Christmas cakes and bolinhas are compulsorily prepared in Goa. 

(b) A baker is necessary in a village because different kinds of breads are required by the 

     villagers for daily consumption as well as for special occasions. 

(c) ‗Feast‘ from the extract means ‗celebration meal‘. 

(d) The lady of the house must prepare sandwiches on the occasion of her daughter‘s 

      engagement. 
 

Q 3. The baker usually collected his bills at the end of the month. Monthly accounts used to be 

recorded on some wall in pencil. Baking was indeed a profitable profession in the old days. The baker 

and his family never starved. He, his family and his servants always looked happy and prosperous. 

Their plump physique was an open testimony to this. Even today any person with a jackfruit-like 

physical appearance is easily compared to a baker. 

(a) Where did the baker record his accounts? 

(b) Why did the baker and his family never starve? 

(c) Which work in the extract is a synonym of ‗build‘? 

(d) How can a baker be identified in Goa? 

Ans:  

(a) The baker recorded his accounts on some wall in pencil. 

(b) The baker and his family never starved because baking was a profitable profession. 

(c) ‗Physique‘ from the extract is the synonym of ‗build‘. 

(d) Any person with a Jackfruit-like physical appearance is easily identified to a baker as their 
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     pump physique is an open testimony of their happiness and prosperity. 

 

Short Answer Questions (30-40 Words) 

 

Q 1. What did the baker do first once he reached a house? 

 

Ans. The baker would first greet the lady of the house by saying ―Good Morning‖. He would then place 

the basket on the vertical bamboo and deliver the loaves to the servant. 

 

Q 2. How did the baker make his entry? 

 

Ans. The baker used to enter with the Jingling sound of his specially made bamboo staff. His one hand 

supported the basket on his head and the other banged the bamboo on the ground. 

 

Q 3. How do we get to know that the makers of bread still exist? 

 

Ans. The narrator states that the eaters of loaves might have vanished but the makers are still there. He  

further says that those age old, time tested furnaces still exist and the fire in the furnaces had not 

yet been extinguished. 

 

Q 4. What is the importance of breads for the Goans? 

OR 

        Why was the Baker‘s furnace essential in a traditional Goan village? 

 

Ans.Different kinds of breads are important during the different occasions. Bolinhas had to be prepared 

during Christmas and other festivals. The mothers used to prepare sandwiches on the occasion of 

their daughter‘s engagement. So, the baker‘s furnace was essential. 

 

Q 5. Describe the dress of the bakers. 

Ans. The bakers had a peculiar dress earlier known as the kabai. It was a one-piece long frock reaching   

down to the knees. 

Long Answer Questions (100-150 Words) 

 

Q 1. Instead of enjoying their childhood, the children today are keen to enter adulthood. After reading 

about all the joys that the author Lucio Rodrigues had in his childhood do you think such a 

keenness on the part of children is desirable? 

 

Ans. I don‘t think that the keenness of the children these days to enter adulthood is desirable. Children 

these days are in a hurry to enter adulthood and have access to technology. Due to this they are 

learning things earlier than usual and getting matured beyond their age. Hence, they are losing out 

their childhood and missing the joys that it brings with it. As per my thinking, they should grow at 

a slow pace and enjoy their childhood to the fullest. Children who miss out on their childhood 

cannot be a complete adult. So, they should not hurry up to be an adult and grow at nature‘s pace. 

 

Q 2. After reading the story ‗A Baker from Goa‖, do you think our traditions, heritage, values and 

practices are the roots that nourish us? Why/why not? 

 

Ans. ‗A Baker from Goa‘ highlights the importance of the traditional practice of making breads for 

every occasion and festival of the Goan people. This tradition continues even today. This shows 

how our traditional practices can keep us to our past and heritage. 
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         Traditional values shape our personality and also provide us emotional support. They enable us to 

face difficult situations and makes us mentally strong. Traditional practices also have an impact 

on our behavioral pattern towards the other people in society. 

 

Q 3. ‗During our childhood in Goa, the baker used to be our friend, companion and guide.‘ What does   

this statement imply in relation to the character of the baker? 

 

Ans. This statement tells us that the baker was a very respected person in the Goan society because he 

would guide the children about good behaviour (when he mildly rebuked them for peeping into 

his basket and giving respect to the elders (when he wished ―Good morning‖ to the lady of the 

house) etc. He was very informal with the children and so the author considered him as a friend 

and companion. He was not simply a vendor interested in selling what he made. Thus, he was an 

important character in the Goan society of those days. 

 

PART II: GLIMPSES OF INDIA – COORG 

 

Extract Based Questions (Solved) 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

Q 1. Midway between Mysore and the coastal town of Mangalore sits a piece of heaven that must have 

drifted from the kingdom of God. This land of rolling hills is inhabited by a proud race of martial 

men, beautiful women and wild creatures. Coorg, or Kodagu, the smallest district of Karnataka, is 

home to evergreen rainforests, spices and coffee plantations. 

(a) Which kind of animals are we likely to see at Coorg? 

(b) What is Coorg known for? 

(c) Which word in the extract means the same as ‗having to do with war‘? 

(d) Where is Coorg situated? 

 

Ans: 

(a) We are likely to see wild animals in Coorg. 

(b) Coorg is known for its evergreen rainforests, spices and coffee plantations. 

(c) ‗Martial‘ from the extract means ‗having to do with war‘. 

(d) Coorg is situated between the midway of Mysore and the coastal town of Mangalore. 

 

Q 2. The fiercely independent people of Coorg are possibly of Greek or Arabic descent. As one story 

goes, a part of Alexander‘s army moved south along the coast and settled here when return 

became impractical. These people married amongst the locals and their culture is apparent in the 

martial traditions, marriage and religious rites, which are distinct from the Hindu mainstream.  

(a) Which descent do the people of Coorg belong to? 

(b) Where can we find the culture of Coorg most apparently? 

(c) Which word in the extract means ‗an act that is part of a religious ceremony‘? 

(d) Which story is famous about the people of Coorg? 

 

Ans: 

(a) The people of Coorg belong to Greek or Arabic descent. 

(b) The Coorg people‘s culture is most apparent in their martial traditions, religious rites and 

      marriages. 



75 | P a g e  
 

(c) ‗Rites‘ from the extract means ‗an act that is part of a religious ceremony‘. 

(d) It is said that the people of Coorg were the descendants of Alexander‘s army who settled 

     here when return became impractical. 

 

Q 3. Coorgi homes have a tradition of hospitality, and they are more than willing to recount numerous 

tales of valour related to their sons and fathers. The Coorg Regiment is one of the most decorated 

in the Indian Army, and the first Chief of the Indian Army, General Cariappa, was a Coorgi. Even 

now, Kodavus are the only people in India permitted to carry firearms without a license. 
 

(a) What kind of stories are the Coorg people always ready to tell? 

(b) What is the special favour granted only to them even now? 

(c) Find a word in the extract which means the same as ‗courage and bravery, usually in war. 

(d) Who is free to have a firearm without a license in India? 

 

Ans: 

(a) The Coorg people are always ready to tell the tales of valour related to their sons and fathers. 

(b) Kodavus are the only people in India permitted to carry firearms without a license. 

(c) ‗Valour‘ from the extract means ‗courage and bravery, usually in war. 

(d) Kodavus are the only people in India permitted to carry firearms without a license. 

 

Q 4. The river, Kaveri, obtains its water from the hills and forests of Coorg. Mahaseer — a large 

freshwater fish — abound in these waters. Kingfishers dive for their catch, while squirrels and 

langurs drop partially eaten fruit for the mischief of ^enjoying the splash and the ripple effect in 

the clear water. Elephants enjoy being bathed and scrubbed in the river by their mahouts. 

 

(a) Which river flows from the hills of Coorg? 

(b) Why do the squirrels drop partially eaten fruit in the river? 

(c) Find the word in the extract which means same as ‗wave‘. 

(d) What do elephants enjoy by their mahouts? 

 

Ans: 

(a) The river Kaveri flows from the hills of Coorg. 

(b) The squirrels drop partially eaten fruit in the river because they enjoy the splash and ripple 

      effect created by the fruit hitting the water. 

 (c) ‗Ripple‘ from the extract means ‗wave‘. 

(d) Elephants enjoy being bathed and scrubbed by their mahouts. 

 

Short Answer Questions (30-40 Words) 

Q 1. From whom have the inhabitants of Coorg descended, as per the legend? 

 

Ans: As per the legend, a part of Alexander‘s army, when retreating from India, went South and settled 

in Coorg when they found that they could not return home. Then they married among the locals 

and their descendants are the Kodavus. (the people of Coorg). 
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Q 2. How has the Coorgi tradition of courage and bravery recognised in modern India? 

 

Ans: The Coorgi tradition of courage and bravery has been recognised by awarding the Coorg 

Regiment with the most number of gallantry awards. Besides, the Coorgis are the only Indians 

allowed to carry firearms without a license. 

 

Q 3. Describe the wildlife of Coorg. 

 

Ans: The wildlife of Coorg consists of animals like macaques, langurs, squirrels, lories and elephants. 

The birds spotted in Coorg are kingfishers. 

 

Q 4. Describe any two tourist places of Coorg. 

 

Ans: The climb of Brahmagiri hills brings into a panoramic view of the entire misty landscape of 

Coorg. A walk across the rope bridge leads to the 64acre island of Nisargadhama. 

 

Q 5. Describe Coorg‘s weather. When is it most pleasant for the tourists to visit Coorg? 

 

Ans: The weather of Coorg is pleasant during the months from September to March. During that time, 

the weather is perfect with some showers thrown in for good measure. During the monsoon, it 

receives heavy rainfall. 

 

Long Answer Questions (100-150 Words) 

 

Q 1. The Coorgis are the descendants of the Greeks or the Arabs and are still are able to maintain their  

        traditional practices. Do you agree that following these practices today is important? Why or why 

not? 

 

Ans: After reading the text, I feel that it is important to follow the traditional practices, as it has kept the 

tradition of Coorg is known to the people even today. If the people of Coorg had not followed it 

their tradition would have perished and nobody would have remembered them today because of 

their culture and traditional practices. According to the text, their traditions can be seen in the 

martial traditions, religious rites and marriages. The Kodavus even wear the dress which 

resembles Arabs. 

 Traditional practices also play a very important role in maintaining values amongst people and    

have an impact on shaping the behaviour of people. 

 

Q 2. How do Coorg‘s location, people and natural features add to the diversity of India? 

 

Ans: Coorg, or Kodagu, the smallest district of Karnataka, is home to evergreen rainforests, spices and 

coffee plantations. Evergreen rainforests cover thirty percent of this district. During the 

monsoons, it pours enough to keep many visitors away. The season of joy commences from 

September and continues till March. The weather is perfect, with some showers thrown in for 

good measure. The air breathes of invigorating coffee. Coffee estates and colonial bungalows 

stand tucked under tree canopies in prime corners. Coorg is beautifully located and described as a 

piece of heaven that must have drifted from the kingdom of God. It has rolling hillsides with a 

pollution free river and forests teeming with wildlife. Here nature exists in its pristine glory, 

which adds to the diversity of India. Further, it has coffee and spice plantations, quite different 

from the rest of India. The local people, the Kodavus, are a martial race. Of course, they are well 

known for their hospitality, just like all Indians. All these features of Coorg add to the diversity of 

our country. 

 



77 | P a g e  
 

Extract Based Questions (Unsolved) 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

 

―The climb to the Brahmagiri hills brings you into a panoramic view of the entire misty landscape of 

Coorg. A walk across the rope bridge leads to the sixty-four-acre island of Nisargadhama. Running into 

Buddhist monks from India's largest Tibetan settlement, at nearby Bylakuppe, is a bonus. The monks, 

in red, ochre and yellow robes, are amongst the many surprises that wait to be discovered by visitors 

searching for the heart and soul of India, right here in Coorg.‖ 

 

(a) What does the climb to the Brahmagiri hills bring? 

(b) What are the surprises discovered by the visitors? 

(c) Where does walking across the rope bridge leads to? 

Choose the correct option: 

(i) The island of Bisargadhama  

(ii) The island of Srisargadhama 

(iii) The island of Nisargadhama  

(iv) None of these 

 

(d) The monks in red, ochre and yellow robes are amongst the many_____. 

(i)  surprises  

(ii)  species 

(iii)  classes  

(iv)  None of these 

 

Short Answer Type Questions [Unsolved] 

1. What type of place is Coorg? 

2. Why is Coorg called the land of rolling hills? 

3. Why are the people of Coorg known as descendants of the Arabs? 

4. Throw some light on the vast biodiversity of Coorg. 

Long Answer Type Questions [Unsolved] 

1. How has the Coorgi tradition of courage and bravery recognised in modern India? 

2. Describe the wildlife of Coorg. 

3. Describe Corgi's weather. When is it most pleasant for the tourists to visit Coorg? 

4. The Corgis are the descendants of the Greeks or the Arabs and are still are able to maintain 

    their traditional practices. Do you agree that following these practices today is important? 

    Why or why not? 

 

PART III: GLIMPSES OF INDIA – Tea from Assam 

 

Extract Based Questions (Solved) 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
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Q 1. ―Chai-garam… garam-chai,‖ a vendor called out in a high-pitched voice. He came up to their 

window and asked, ―Chai, sa‘ab?‖ ―Give us two cups,‖ Pranjol said. They sipped the steaming 

hot liquid. Almost everyone in their compartment was drinking tea too. 

          ―Do you know that over eighty crore cups of tea are drunk every day throughout the world?‖ 

Rajvir said. ―Whew!‖ exclaimed Pranjol. ―Tea really is very popular.‖ 

(a) How many cups of tea are drunk everyday throughout the world? 

(b) Where were Pranjol and Rajvir when this conversation took place? 

(c) Find the word in the extract which is an expression of astonishment. 

(d) Who was selling the tea and where was he? 

 

Ans: 

(a) Over eighty crore cups of tea are drunk everyday throughout the world. 

(b) Pranjol and Rajvir were in a train when this conversation took place. 

(c) ‗Whew!‘ is an expression of astonishment from the extract. 

(d) A tea vendor was selling tea and he was outside the window of the train compartment. 

 

Q 2. We have an Indian legend too. Bodhidharma, an ancient Buddhist ascetic, cut off his eyelids 

because he felt sleepy during meditations. Ten tea plants grew out of the eyelids. The leaves of 

these plants when put in hot water and drunk banished sleep. ―Tea was first drunk in China,‖ 

Rajvir added, ―as far back as 2700 BC! In fact words such as tea, ‗chai‘ and ‗chini‘ are from 

Chinese. Tea came to Europe only in the sixteenth century and was drunk more as medicine than 

as beverage.‖    

 

(a) Who was Bodhidharma? 

(b) How is medicine different from a beverage? 

(c) Find the word in the extract which means the same as ‗a drink‘. 

(d) When and where was tea first drunk? 

 

Ans: 

(a) Bodhidharma was an ancient Buddhist ascetic. 

(b)Medicine is used for treating diseases whereas beverage is used for general drinking purpose. 

(c) ‗Beverage‘ from the extract means ‗a drink‘. 

(d) Tea was first drunk in China as far back as 2700 BC. 

 

Q 3. Pranjol‘s father slowed down to allow a tractor, pulling a trailer-load of tea leaves, to pass. ―This 

is the second-flush or sprouting period, isn‘t it, Mr. Barua?‖ Rajvir asked. ―It lasts from May to 

July and yields the best tea‖. ―You seem to have done your homework before coming‖, Pranjol‘s 

father said in surprise. „ ―Yes, Mr. Barua‖, Rajvir admitted. ―But I hope to learn much more while 

I‘m here.‖ 

(a) Why did Mr. Barua feel surprised? 

(b) How did Rajvir want to spend his stay there? 

(c) Which word in the extract means ‗agreed‘? 

(d) What is the sprouting period of tea? 
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Ans: 

(a)Mr. Barua was surprised to know that Rajvir already knew a lot about the tea gardens of  

    Assam. 

(b) Rajvir wanted to spend his time discovering the beauty of Assam. He wanted to learn more 

     about the tea plantations of Assam. 

(c) ‗Admitted‘ from the extract means ‗agreed‘. 

(d) The sprouting period or the second-flush of tea lasts from May to July. 

 
Q 4. ―Do you know that over eighty crore cups of tea are drunk every day throughout the world?‖ 

Rajvir said. ―Whew!‖ exclaimed Pranjol. ―Tea really is very popular.‖ The train pulled out of the 

station. Pranjol buried his nose in his detective book again. Rajvir too was an ardent fan of 

detective stories, but at the moment he was keener on looking at the beautiful scenery. 

(a) How do we know that tea is very popular? 

(b)Rajvir was a great fan of reading detective stories. Why didn‘t he like to read at that 

    moment? 

(c) Which word in the extract means the same as ‗well-liked‘? 

(d) Where was Rajiv busy when train pulled out of the station? 

 

Ans: 

(a) We know that tea is very popular because eighty crore cups of tea are drunk every day 

     throughout the world. 

(b) Rajvir didn‘t like to read a detective story at that moment because he was more interested in 

     looking at the beautiful scenery which passed by as the train moved. 

(c) ‗Popular‘ from the extract means ‗well-liked‘. 

(d)Rajiv was busy in looking at the beautiful scenery outside the train when train pulled out of 

    the station. 

 

Short Answer Questions (30-40 Words) 

 

Q 1. Where were Rajvir and Pranjol going and why? 

 

Ans: Rajvir and Pranjol were going to Assam as Pranjol had invited Rajvir to spend summer vacation 

there. 

 

Q 2. What did Rajvir see while looking outside from the train? 

Ans: Rajvir saw much greenery while looking outside from the train. He was amazed to see the soft: 

green paddy fields first and then the green tea bushes. 

 

Q 3. ‗This is a tea country now‘. Explain this with reference to Assam. 

 

Ans: Assam has the world‘s largest concentration of tea plantations in the world. A large number of tea 

gardens can be found there. Most of the tea grown in Assam is supplied all over the world. 
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Q 4. In what ways is China related to tea? 

 

Ans: Tea was first drunk in China. The words ‗chai‘ and ‗chini‘ are from Chinese. 

 

Q 5. Why did Pranjol‘s father say that Rajvir had done his homework before visiting Assam? 

 

Ans: Rajvir was very excited about visiting the tea garden and thus, he studied a lot about it before 

visiting the tea garden. Thus, Pranjol‘s father said that Rajvir had already done his homework 

before visiting Assam. 

 

Long Answer Questions (100-150 Words) 

 

Q 1. According to the text, Assam is said to be ‗tea country‘. Do you believe that Assam has some of 

the best plantations in the world that makes it a unique country? 

 

Ans: In India, some of the best plantations like tea and coffee are grown in huge quantities. India is 

also a home to many spices like haldi and while Assam is home to tea, Coorg is home to coffee. 

Others which are grown exclusively in India and exported to various countries. These plantations 

make India a unique country which has not just traditional spices and beverage plants growing 

within it but also follows traditional agricultural practices. 

 

Q 2. What are the legends related to the discovery of tea? 

Ans. There are many popular legends about the discovery of tea. Two of them are as follows: 

A Chinese emperor was used to drinking boiled water. One day a twig from the fire fell into the 

pot in which water was being boiled. It gave a delicious flavour to the drink. It is said that those 

were tea leaves. An Indian legend goes like this. Once there was a Buddhist ascetic who used to 

feel sleepy during meditations. So he cut off his eyelids. Ten tea plants grew out of the eyelids. 

When the leaves from these plants were put in hot water and drunk they banished sleep. 

 

Short Answer Type Questions [Unsolved] 

1. What landscape did Rajvir notice while sitting in the train? 

2. Why was Rajvir so much excited? 

3. How has tea become a popular beverage? 

4. How does Rajvir describe the tea-garden at Dhekiabari? 

 

Long Answer Type Questions [Unsolved] 

1. What information do you gather about the history of tea after reading the lesson, ‗Tea from 

 Assam‘? 

2. Where did Pranjol and Rajvir go? What did Rajvir see when he looked out of the train on the 

     way? 

 

Chapter-4 Amanda (Poem) (First Flight) 

Introduction to the lesson 

Robin Klein has expressed the views of a little girl, Amanda who is constantly pointed out by her 

mother for making mistakes. Mistakes which she considers so as they are not part of the code of good 

conduct laid out by the society in which we live. 
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Amanda Summary of the poem 

The poem describes a girl named Amanda and her mother who is nagging her for her mistakes. She is 

first pointed out most probably by her mother for biting her nails and for not sitting in the right posture. 

The mother also feels that Amanda sits in a very lazy manner. To this, Amanda imagines herself as a 

mermaid who lives a calm and relaxing life in the beautiful green sea. Further, she is nagged for not 

cleaning her room and shoes and also for not doing her homework. She then imagines herself to be an 

orphan because she is now fed up of being watched by her parents continuously. She says that she 

would have enjoyed her freedom then, by making the patterns of her bare feet on the sand and would 

live a peaceful life. Next, Amanda is scolded for eating too many chocolates as this causes pimples. She 

is also scolded for not listening to her mother. So, now Amanda thinks of being Rapunzel, a character 

from a fairy tale and wants to live in a huge tower like her. In the tower she will be alone and will live a 

peaceful life and will never allow anyone to come in. Finally, the mother asks her to stop being moody 

because she doesn‘t want anyone to blame her for harassing her daughter. At this time the poet has not 

written any reaction from Amanda‘s side. This constant nagging has made her so sad that she has even 

stopped to imagine herself as someone else. She used to do so in order to escape from the continuous 

harassment and dominance of her parents. 

Q 1. How old do you think Amanda is? How do you know this? 

 

Ans: Amanda is about a 9-10 year old school going girl. She is being scolded for things typical for that 

particular age. Her parents are trying to inculcate in her good manners and etiquettes. Amanda is 

very innocent and immature. 

 

Q 2. Who do you think is speaking to her? 

 

Ans: One of her parents is speaking to her. Most probably it is her mother. In a traditional household 

mother is held responsible for the conduct of child. In this case also, the range of instructions 

suggests that the speaker is Amanda‘s mother. 

 

Q 3. Why are stanzas 2, 4 and 6 given in parenthesis? 

 

Ans: Stanzas 2, 4 and 6 are given in parenthesis because they reflect the inner thoughts of Amanda. 

They can be taken as the reaction of the child for the instructions given in stanzas 1, 3 and 5. 

Here, there is an alternate sequence of scolding of the mother, and corresponding reaction to it 

given by the child. Also, parenthesis is used here to make the reading of ‗ the poem friendly 

 

Q 4. Who is the speaker in stanzas 2, 4 and 6? Do you think this speaker is listening to the speaker in 

stanzas 1, 3, 5 and 7? 

 

Ans: Speaker of the stanzas 2, 4 and 6 is the child, Amanda. No, she is not paying any attention to the 

speaker of stanzas 1, 3 and 5 as she is lost in a world of her own. Her imagination provides her an 

escape from her sorry reality. 

 

Q 5. What could Amanda do if she were a mermaid? 

 

Ans: Amanda wishes to be a mermaid so she could carelessly move along on a languid emerald sea. 

She just wishes to be carried away by the green sea waves slowly and gradually. Amanda longs 

for a place where she is all by herself as her happiness is not dependant on any other human 

being. Hence, she desires to be a mermaid because for a child, mermaid is a symbol of freedom 

and wonder. 
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Q 6. Is Amanda an orphan? Why does she say so? 

 

Ans: No, Amanda is not an orphan, though she wishes to be one. She is so much stressed with the 

continuous nagging of her parents that she imagines herself to be better without them. The mere 

presence of her parents around her depresses her. Amanda is a little girl who seeks ‗golden‘ 

silence and ‗sweet‘ freedom. She wishes to roam around streets and draw patterns with her bare 

feet. Indeed it is horribly depressing that Amanda expects being an orphan. 

 

Q 7. Do you know the story of Rapunzel? Why does she want to be Rapunzel? 

 

Ans: Story of Rapunzel – Rapunzel‘s story revolves around her life on a tower Rapunzel was made to 

live on a high tower by a witch. She eventually got used to living there. She was happy and 

satisfied with her life. Rapunzel had very long golden hair, using which the witch used to pay her 

a visit. The fate of Rapunzel took a turn when one day a prince came to meet her using her hair. 

The witch had punished both of them by separating them. Finally they met after a couple of years 

only to be united forever this time. Amanda Wishes to live like Rapunzel on a high tower away 

from everyone. She seeks peace and harmony. That is the reason Amanda wishes to be like 

Rapunzel. However, she also makes a point that in order to avoid being disturbed she would never 

let her hair down for anyone to climb to her. She needs no one to make her life happy. 

 

Q 8. What does the girl yearn for? What does this poem tell you about Amanda? 

 

Ans: A girl like Amanda yearns for freedom and space for herself. She is incapable to fulfill the 

expectations of her parents. Amanda is no less than a symbol for all the children who face similar 

fate irrespective of class, colour or nationality. Traditional societies demand a certain type of 

behaviour from the individuals and the training to produce such begins at a very young age. 

Parents ignore the innocence and understanding level of their children and thereby the young ends 

up killing their imagination and thoughts. 

 

Q 9. Refer to the last stanza. Do you think Amanda is sulking and is moody? 

 

Ans: No, Amanda is neither sulking nor moody. She is simply not interested enough in the nagging 

business of her parents. Amanda cares more about her imagination and thought process over the 

manners her parents are trying to inculcate into her. 

 

 

 

Chapter-6 The Making of a Scientist (Footprints without Feet) 

Summary 

Ebright’s achievement at young age 

A former ‗scout of the year‘ excited the scientific world with a new theory. This he did at the age of 22 

years. It was on how cells work. Richard H. Ebright and his college roommate explained the theory in 

an article. It was titled ‗Proceedings of the National Academy of Science‘. It was his first achievement. 

It started with butterflies. 

Ebright as a child 
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Ebright was the only child of his parents. They lived in north of Reading, Pennsylvania. Ebright wrote 

that there was nothing to do. He could not play football or baseball. But he could collect things. 

As a collector of things 

Ebright started collecting butterflies in kindergarten. He also collected rocks, fossils and coins. He also 

became a star-gazer and an eager astronomer. His mother encouraged him. She took him on trips. She 

also bought him telescopes, microscopes, cameras and other equipment. 

Ebright and his mother 

Ebright sold his article at 15 to a scientific journal. It was like a home run scored in the game of 

baseball. Ebright‘s mother said that she was his friend until he started school. She would bring home 

friends for him. He was her whole life after her husband‘s death. Richie was in third grade then. 

Ebright’s collection 

Ebright‘s mother would find work for Richie if he had nothing to do. It was for learning, He wanted to 

learn. He earned top grades in school. When he was in second grade, he had collected 25 species of 

butterflies. These were found around his hometown. 

Ebright gets a book 

Then Ebright‘s mother gave him a children‘s book. It was ‗The Travels of Monarch X‘. It told how 

monarch butterflies migrate to Central America. This opened the world of science to Ebright. 

Tagging of butterflies 

At the end of the book, readers were invited to help study butterfly migrations. They were asked to tag 

butterflies for research. It was being done by Dr. Frederich A. Urquhart of Toronto University, Canada. 

Ebright started tagging monarch butterflies. Anyone who found a tagged butterfly was asked to send 

the tag to Dr. Urquhart. 

Ebright rears butterflies 

The butterfly collecting season around Reading lasts six weeks in late summer. Chasing them one by 

one won‘t enable one to catch many. So Ebright raised a flock of butterflies. He would catch a female 

monarch and take her eggs. He would raise them in his basement from egg to adult butterfly. Then he 

would tag the butterflies‘ wings and let them go. 

 

Loses interest 

Soon Ebright began to lose interest in – tagging butterflies. The reason was that there was no feedback. 

Only two butterflies had been caught. Their distance was not more than seventy-five miles from where 

he lived. 

Decides to do real experiments 
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In seventh grade Ebright got a hint of what real science is. He entered a country science fair and lost. 

His entries were slides of frog tissues. He realised that the winners had tried to do real experiments. So 

he decided to do a real experiment. The subject was the insect work that he had already been doing. 

Writes to Dr. Urquhart 

He wrote to Dr. Urquhart for ideas. Back came many suggestions for experiments. These kept Ebright 

busy all through high school. These also led him to prize projects in country and international science 

fairs. 

His research wins 

For his eight-grade project, Ebright tried to find the cause of a viral disease. It killed all monarch 

caterpillars. He thought the disease might be carried by a beetle. He tried raising caterpillars in the 

presence of beetles. But he didn‘t get any real results. But he showed his experiment and won. 

His theory on butterflies 

The next year his science fair project was testing the theory. The theory was that viceroy butterflies 

copy monarchs. The theory was that viceroys look like monarchs because monarchs don‘t taste good to 

birds. Viceroys taste good to birds. So the more they look like monarchs, the less likely they are to 

become a bird‘s food. His project was to see if birds would eat monarchs. 

Project wins 

He found that a starling would not eat ordinary bird food. It would eat all the monarchs it would get. 

This project was placed first in the zoology division. It came third overall in the country science fair. 

New theory 

In his second year in high school Ebright began the research. It led to his discovery of an unknown 

insect hormone. Indirectly, it led to his new theory on the life of cells. 

About gold spots on butterflies 

The question he tried to answer was simple. What is the purpose of the twelve tiny gold spots on a 

monarch pupa? Everyone assumed the spots were just ornamental. But Dr. Urquhart didn‘t believe it. 

About hormone 

To find the answer Ebright and another student built a device. It showed that the spots were producing 

a hormone. It was necessary for the butterfly‘s full development. This project won Ebright first place in 

the country fair. It also won an entry into the International Science and Engineering Fair. There he won 

third place for zoology. He also got a chance to work in Walter Reed Army Institute of Research. 

Continues advanced experiments 

As a high school junior, he continued his advanced experiments on the monarch pupa. That year his 

project won first place at the International Science Fair. 

Importance of cells 
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In his senior year he grew cells from a monarch‘s wing in a culture. He showed that the cells would 

divide and develop into normal butterfly wing scales. This would be only if they were fed the hormone 

from the gold spots. That project won first place for zoology at the International Fair. He also worked at 

the army lab and at the U.S. Dept, of Agriculture‘s lab. 

Identifies the hormone 

The following summer Ebright went back to the Dept, of Agriculture‘s lab. There he worked on the 

hormone theory. Finally he was able to identify the hormone‘s chemical structure. 

About DNA 

A year-and-a half later, Ebright got the idea for his new theory about cell life. He did so while seeing 

the X-ray photos of this chemical structure. The photos gave him the answer to one of biology‘s 

puzzles. It was : how the cell can ‗read‘ the blueprint of its DNA. DNA is the substance in the nucleus 

of a cell that controls heredity. It is the blueprint for life. 

Paper about the experiment 

Ebright and his college roommate James R. Wong drew pictures and constructed plastic models. They 

made them to show how it could happen. Together they later wrote the paper explaining the theory. 

Testing the theory 

Surprisingly Richard Ebright graduated from Harvard with highest honours. He also became a graduate 

student researcher at Harvard Medical School. There he began experimenting to test his theory. 

Advantages of the theory 

If the theory proves correct it will be a big step towards understanding life processes. It might also lead 

to new ideas. These would be new for preventing types of cancer and other diseases. 

Ebright’s other interests 

Ebright has other interests also. He became a champion debater and public speaker. He also became a 

good canoeist and all-round outdoors-person. He is also an expert photographer of nature and scientific 

exhibits. 

Ebright and his teacher 

Ebright also found someone to admire. He was Richard A. Weiherer, his social studies teacher. Ebright 

said about him that he opened his mind to new ideas. Richard A. Weiherer also spoke highly of Ebright 

about his interests. He won because he wanted to do the best job. 

 

Things which make a scientist 

These things are a necessity in the making of a scientist. Start with a first-rate mind. Add curiosity and 

mix in the will to win for the right reasons. Ebright had these qualities. 

Q 1. How did a book become a turning point in Richard Ebright‘s life? 
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Ans: The book ‗The Travels of Monarch X‘ opened the world of science for Richard. After reading it 

he became interested in tracking the migration of butterflies. This interest led to his other projects 

and experiments. Finally, he became a great scientist. 

 

Q 2. How did his mother help him? 

 

Ans: Richard‘s mother proved to be a great help. She took him on trips and bought scientific equipment 

for him. She spent all her time in setting up challenges for him. This helped him to learn a lot. She 

presented him the book ‗The Travels of Monarch X‘. The book changes Richard‘s life forever. 

 

Q 3. What lesson does Ebright learn when he does not win anything at a science fair? 

 

Ans: Ebright exhibited slides of frog tissues at a science fair. He did not get any prize. He learnt an 

important lesson that science is not just about display. It is about projects and experiments. He 

began conducting experiments from that day onwards. 

 

Q 4. What experiments and projects does he do then undertake? 

 

Ans: He undertook many projects and experiments. He worked on viceroy butterflies to show that they 

copied monarch butterflies. He studied bright spots on the monarch pupa and discovered a new 

hormone. Also, he found out how cells read their DNA. 

 

Q 5. What are the qualities that go into the making of a scientist? 

 

Ans: There are three essential qualities that make a scientist. The first is a first rate mind. Next is the 

presence of curiosity. Last but not the least, it is the will to do the best and win. 

 

Q 6. How can one become a scientist, an economist, a historian …? Does it simply involve reading 

many books on the subject? Does it involve observing, thinking and doing experiments? 

Ans: Reading many books on a subject is not enough. One must develop the skill of observation and 

thinking. Experiments need to be done. One needs to have curiosity to explore and find new 

things. Above all, one must work hard and not get upset by failures. 

 

Q 7. You must have read about cells and DNA in your science books. Discuss Richard Ebright‘s work 

in the light of what you have studied. If you get an opportunity to work like Richard Ebright on 

projects and experiments, which field would you like to work on and why? 

 

Ans: DNA carry the blue print of life and heredity. They pass information from one generation to the 

other. 

         If I get an opportunity to work like Richard Ebright, I would choose to study about diseases. By 

studying the DNA, I may find ways and means to cure many illnesses. 

 

 

 

Chapter-9 Madam Rides the Bus (First Flight) 

Summary 

Part-1  
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About the writer -Valliammai 

There was a girl named Valliammai. She was called Valli for short. She was eight years old. She 

wanted to know many things. She would stand in the front door way of her house. She would see what 

was happening outside. She had no playmates. 

Valli’s wish to ride the bus 

Watching the things gave Valli many unusual experiences. There ran a bus between her village and the 

nearest town. Valli got great joy in seeing new sets of passengers. So day after day she watched the bus. 

She soon developed a wish to ride on that bus. 

Valli’s thought about the ride 

Valli‘s wish to ride the bus became stronger and stronger. She thought that if a friend described her 

riding in the bus she would downplay her. She would speak English word ―Proud! Proud !‖ though she 

did not know the meaning. 

Valli’s knowledge about the ride 

Valli listened to the talks of the persons who travelled in the bus. This way, she learnt about small 

details of the journey. She now knew that the town was six miles away. The fare was thirty paisa one 

way. The time of the ride was forty-five minutes. She also knew how she would return. Thus she 

planned before starting the ride. 

Valli in the bus 

One fine spring day Valli rode in the bus in the afternoon. The conductor was jolly and fond of joking. 

He understood that Valli spoke with pride. He offered Valli a front seat calling others to make way for 

‗madam‘. There were only six or seven passengers in the bus. They were looking at Valli. They were 

laughing with the conductor. Valli felt it insulting. 

Valli studies everything inside and outside 

Valli studied everything in the bus. It had soft and comfortable seats. It had a beautiful clock above the 

wind screen. She looked outside. But she had to stand up on the seat because of the curtain. The bus 

was going along the bank of a canal. She saw palm trees, mountains and the blue sky. On the other side 

there were green fields. 

What happens inside the bus 

Suddenly an elderly person asked Valli not to stand up calling her ‗child‘. Valli got angry. She replied 

proudly that she was not a ‗child‘. She had paid full price (fare) like others. The conductor was 

humorous. He told the elderly person that Valli was a grown-up ‗madam‘. Valli looked at the conductor 

angrily. She told him that she was not a ‗madam‘. And he had not yet given her the ticket. The 

conductor gave her a ticket. 

The conductor’s advice to Valli 
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The conductor told Valli to sit comfortably. She should not stand. But Valli said she wanted to. He told 

her that she would fall and hurt on sharp turns. He called Valli ―child‖. At this Valli said that she was 

not a ―child‖. She told that she was eight years old. 

Valli and an elderly woman 

At the next stand an elderly woman came and sat beside Valli. The woman asked Valli if she was 

alone. Valli looked at the woman. She had ugly earrings. She had betel nut in her mouth. Betel juice 

was likely to come out of her mouth. At this Valli replied that she was alone and had got a ticket. The 

conductor added the same thing. Valli asked him why he didn‘t mind his own business. She then 

laughed with the conductor. 

How Valli snubs the woman 

The woman told Valli that it was not proper for her to travel alone. She asked Valli about her house. 

Valli replied that she needn‘t bother about her. She turned her face towards the window. 

Part-2  

How Valli had planned for the ride 

Valli had saved sixty paisa for the bus journey with sacrifices. She had resisted the desire to buy toys, 

balloons etc. She had also killed her desire to ride in a merry-go-round. She had planned her first 

journey for long. She had stood at the front of her house to plan about it. 

Movement of the bus 

The bus now rode across a bare landscape. Trees came running towards them. They rushed when the 

bus moved. Sometime the bus seemed to strike the oncoming vehicle. But both passed by safely. 

A cow before the bus 

Suddenly a cow with raised tail came in front of the bus. The bus slowed to a crawl. The driver sounded 

the horn again and again. But the cow continued running before the bus. Valli clapped her hands with 

joy. She laughed and laughed. The conductor told her to save some laughter for the next day. 

Bus reaches the city 

The bus passed by the side of a railway crossing. Then it came to a thoroughfare. There were big and 

bright shops. There were huge crowds of people. Valli gaped at everything. At last the bus reached the 

town. The conductor asked Valli to get down. But she told that she was going back on the same bus. 

She gave the coins for the ticket to the conductor. 

Talk between the conductor and Valli 

The conductor asked Valli what the matter was. Valli told him that it was nothing. She felt like having 

a bus ride. The conductor asked if she won‘t have a look at the sights. Valli replied that she was afraid 

of that. He asked her if she wasn‘t afraid to come in the bus. 

 

Conversation continues 



89 | P a g e  
 

The conductor asked Valli to have a cold drink. Valli told that she had not enough money. She asked 

for the ticket. The conductor offered her the drink from his own side. But Valli refused to accept the 

offer. The conductor asked Valli if her mother won‘t look for her. Valli replied thjit no one would. 

They waited for the return journey. 

Part-3 

Dead cow on the way 

The bus started again. There were the same wonderful sights. Valli was not bored. But suddenly she 

saw a young cow lying dead by the roadside. It had been struck by some fast- moving vehicle. 

Valli’s reaction 

Valli asked the conductor if that dead cow wasn‘t the same they had seen earlier. The conductor 

nodded. Valli got sad. The cow had looked earlier lovable and beautiful. But now it looked horrible in 

its death. 

End of the journey 

The bus moved. The memory of the dead cow haunted Valli. She no longer wanted to see outside. She 

sat glued to the seat as a sad person. The bus reached the village. Valli told the conductor to see again. 

The conductor smiled. He told Valli to come and join them whenever she felt like riding the bus. She 

must bring the fare with her. Valli laughed and alighted. But the death of the cow had changed Valli. 

Valli reaches home 

Valli reached home. She found her aunt living in the South Street talking with her mother. She was a 

real chatterbox. She asked Valli where she had gone. Valli didn‘t reply. She just smiled. Valli heard her 

mother saying that no one can know about everything. So many things happen. Valli replied in positive. 

Valli’s reaction to her mother’s and aunt’s conversation 

Valli‘s aunt reacted. She called Valli a chit of a girl. She took interest in things that didn‘t concern her. 

She behaved as if she were a grown lady. Valli smiled to herself. She didn‘t want them to understand 

her smile. There was not much chance of that either. 

COMPREHENSION PASSAGES 

Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow. 

1. "Listen, child," said the voice, "You should not stand like that. Sit down." Sitting down. She looked 

to see who had been talking to her. It was an elderly man who had honestly been concerned for her. But 

she was annoyed by his attention. "There's nobody here who's a child." she said haughtily. "I've paid 

my thirty paisa like everyone else." 

a) The child mentioned in the passage is ........... 

b) The girl proved to the elderly man that she was not a child by saying ...... 

c) Valli did not want to make friends with the elderly woman because.. 



90 | P a g e  
 

d) Valli tells the elderly man when he calls her a child ..... 

1) I am not a child 

2) I don't want to talk to you 

3) I had paid the same amount 

4) I am not alone 

Ans.  

a) Valli 

b) She said that she had paid thirty paisa like every other passenger and was not a child. 

c) Valli did not like the physical appearance of the elderly woman. 

d) had paid the same amount. 

2. Valli was not bored in the slightest and greeted everything with the same excitement she did felt the 

first time. But suddenly she saw a young cow lying dead by the roadside, just where it had been struck 

by some fast-moving vehicle. 

a) While Valli was going back home, she saw something that changed her mood. It was ....... 

b) The young cow had met with its destiny when ............. 

c) The incident that made Valli sad and depressed on her journey back to the village was. 

d) Valli is a _________ sort of person. Answer this question in the light of the above passage. 

1) Kind 

2) compassionate 

3) Self-confident 

4) all of the above 

Ans. 

a) She saw a cow lying dead by the roadside. 

b) It had been struck by some fast-moving vehicle. 

c) On her return journey, Valli saw a dead cow lying in the middle of the road. 

d) (4) all of the above 

3. The conductor nodded and she was overcome with sadness. What had been a lovable, beautiful    

creature just a little while ago had now suddenly lost its charm and its life and looked so horrible...." 

a) "She" overcame with sadness because ...... 
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b) The creature was struck by a _________ 

c) She is so sad because .............. 

d) The synonym of the word horrible is 

1) awful 

2) wonderful 

3) sad 

4) moderate 

Short Answer Type of Questions 

Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. 

Q.1. Who was Valli? 

Ans. Valli was the short name of Valliamai. She was an eight year old girl who was very curious. 

Q.2. Why did Valli keep standing in front of the door? 

Ans. Valli keep standing in front of the door as there were no playmates of her age on her street. So, 

she used to keep on watching the street outside the house. 

Q.3. What was the most fascinating thing that Valli saw on the street? 

Q. 4. How did Valli gather all the information about the bus? 

Long Answer Type of Questions 

Answer the following questions in 100-150 words. 

Q.1. The people and surroundings are a great book to learn. Valli in the lesson "Madam Rides the Bus" 

learns a lot from others. Mention the traits of her character which help her to learn from her 

surroundings. 

Ans. Valli dreamt of riding on the bus. Her eagerness to fulfill her dream fired her curiosity. This  

curiousness led her to listen to the conversations of the people going on the bus ride and asking 

discreet questions so that she could gather as much information as she can regarding the bus 

journey. 

On the bus journey, Valli acted confidently and behaved maturely. She did not consider herself to 

be any less than an adult. She was focused on fulfilling her dream and did not get tempted to go 

outside the bus and explore the town when the bus reached the town. 

On the return journey, she learnt about death when she came to terms with the dead cow. This 

made her aware of the fact that death is a part of life and should be accepted as it is a natural 

phenomenon. 

Thus, the bus journey made her learn a lot of things. 
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Chapter-7 The Necklace (Footprints without Feet) 

Summary 

Part-1 

Matilda a dreamy woman 

Matilda was very pretty. But due to ill fate, she was born in a family of clerk. She had no dowry, no 

hopes. She had no means to become known and loved by rich men. So she married a clerk, Mr. Loisel, 

in the Education Board Office. Matilda would think of beautiful things. She had neither frocks nor 

jewels. And she loved these things. But she remained unhappy. She suffered due to it. 

Invitation to Minister’s Party 

One evening her husband returned home. He was happy. He and Matilda had been invited to the 

Minister‘s party at the Minister‘s residence. But Matilda became unhappy. Her husband told her that it 

was a party of the selected people. Matilda told him that she did not have a good dress for this party. 

Problem of new dress solved 

She began weeping. Her husband was grieved at this. He told her that she could buy a new dress. He 

had saved four hundred francs to buy a gun. He had saved them to join some hunting parties. He told 

her that he would give that money to her. She could buy a good dress. 

Diamond necklace borrowed 

Matilda bought the new dress. But she was not happy. She told her husband that she did not have a 

jewel to wear. He told her to wear some natural flowers. But Matilda was not satisfied. Then her 

husband told her to borrow some jewels from her friend Mme Forestier. The next day, she got a 

diamond necklace for the occasion from her. 

Matilda at party 

The day of the ball arrived. Mme Loisel was a great success. All praised her. She was the prettiest of 

all. She smiled and was full of joy. She danced with enthusiasm. She was simply mad with pleasure. 

She went home toward four o‘clock in the morning. Her husband had been half asleep in a salon since 

midnight. He threw around her shoulders the modest wraps. Matilda wanted to hurry home. She did not 

want to be seen by other women in those wraps. These women were wrapped in rich furs. 

Loss of the necklace 

They reached home. Matilda removed the wraps from her shoulders before the glass. She wanted to 

have a final view of herself in her glory. Suddenly, she uttered a cry. Her necklace was not around her 

neck. It had been lost. 

Part-2 
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Search for the necklace 

Matilda told her husband that she had lost the necklace. Both searched the necklace. Loisel went out to 

see it where they had walked. He searched the place. But it was not found. He told her that it might 

have dropped in the carriage. But they did not note its number. They searched folds and pockets. But 

the necklace had been lost forever. 

Replacement of the necklace by a new one 

At the end of one week, Matilda told her husband to replace the necklace. They saw one like the earlier 

one in a shop of the Palais- Royal. Its price was 40,000 francs. They could get it for 36,000 francs. 

Matilda‘s husband had 18,000 francs from his father. He borrowed the rest from various persons at high 

interest. At last, they were able to buy the necklace. They returned it to Mme Forestier. Mme Forestier 

told Matilda that she should have returned that earlier. She might have needed that. She did not open 

the box as Matilda feared she would. 

Loisel’s horrible life 

Madam Loisel now knew the horrible life of want. They would have to return the borrowed money. 

Matilda sent away the maid. They went to cheaper lodgings. She washed the dishes. She brought up the 

water herself. She breathed at every landing. She haggled for every sou. Her husband worked day and 

night. They faced the hardest time. This went on for ten years. 

Changes in Madam Loisel 

Mme Loisel now looked quite old. She looked a hard woman. Her hair was badly dressed. Her duress 

was awry. When her husband was in the office, she would sit before the window. She would then think 

of the earlier times. She thought what would have happened if she had not lost the necklace. 

The truth is out 

One Sunday she was walking in the Champs-Elysees. Suddenly she saw a woman walking with a child. 

It was Mme Forestier. She was still pretty and attractive. Madam Loisel was affected on seeing this. 

She went to her. Mme Forestier could not recognise Matilda. Matilda talked about herself and what had 

happened to her. At this Mme, Forestier told her that the necklace she had lent her was artificial. 

Q 1. What kind of a person is Madam Loisel and why is she always unhappy? 

 

Ans: Madam Loisel is young, pretty, ordinary but discontented woman. She is of a humble background 

but dreams of riches and comforts. She is proud of her beauty and wants to be admired. Her 

meager resources are not enough to satisfy her expensive cravings making her angry all the time. 

 

Q 2. What kind of a person is her husband? 

 

Ans: Her husband M Loisel, is an ordinary and average young man. A mere clerk by profession, he is 

still contented with his job. Also, he is a caring man as he is excited to show the dinner invitation 

to his wife. 

 

Q 3. What fresh problem now disturbs Madam Loisel? 
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Ans: After spending a fortune on a beautiful dress, Madam Loisel is faced with yet another disaster. 

She frets over the fact that she does not have a beautiful jewel to go with her dress. So, she asks 

her husband to pass on the invitation to someone else. 

 

 

Q 4. How is the problem solved? 

 

Ans: Matilda Loisel‘s husband, M. Loisel, comes to her rescue. First, he suggests her to wear fresh 

flowers. Matilda just mocked at the idea. Then, he advises her to borrow some jewels from her 

rich friend, Mme Forestier. Thus, the problem is solved as Mme Forestier lends her a beautiful 

diamond necklace. 

 

Q 5. What do Mr. and Madam Loisel do next? 

 

Ans: The Loisels leave no stone unturned. M. Loisel goes back and searches to the lost necklace. Then, 

he goes to the police and to the cab offices. Also, they put out an advertisement in the newspapers 

and offer a reward to anyone who finds :he necklace. But, all their efforts go in vain. 

  

Q 6. How do they replace the necklace? 

 

Ans: After all other efforts fail, Loisel‘s decide to buy a new identical necklace to replace the lost one. 

M. Loisel pooled n eighteen thousand francs of his inheritance and borrowed :he rest. Then the 

couple managed to buy the new necklace :or thirty six thousand francs and returned it to the 

rightful owner. 

 

Q 7. The course of the Loisel‘s life changed due to the necklace. Comment. 

 

Ans: It takes Loisels a decade to pay back the money they borrowed to buy the necklace. And, it 

changed everything for them. They had to move to the poorest quarters of the city. With no maids 

or assistance, Matilda had to cook, clean, mend, sew, bargain with the grocer and butcher to save 

every soul just for mere survival. The husband had to work in the evening and night to pay their 

debt. In this way, the course of the Losiel‘s life changed due to the necklace. 

 

Q 8. What was the cause of Matilda‘s ruin? How could she have avoided it? 

 

Ans: Matilda‘s pride and her materialistic aspirations coupled with her dishonesty pave the way for her 

ruin. She could have avoided it by learning to accept her current situation and being content with 

what she had. 

  

Q 9. What would have happened to Matilda if she had confessed to her friend that she had lost her 

necklace? 

 

Ans: Truth and honesty would have saved Matilda from her doom. If only she has been courageous 

enough to confess to her friend the truth of the necklace, she would have come to know that it was 

a fake one that cost a mere five hundred francs. She would not have Spent her husband‘s entire 

inheritance and borrowed eighteen thousand francs to pay for its replacement. In fact, she would 

have saved herself and her husband from ten long years of crushing poverty, misery and back 

breaking labour 

 

Q 10. If you were caught in a situation like this, how would you have dealt with it? 
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Ans: Foremost of all, I would have done my best not to become a victim of my own pride and 

aspirations. If, I was caught in such a situation, I would have let the truth out and then face the 

consequences. Honesty would have been the way out for me. 

 

Additional Questions 

Q 1. The characters in this story speak in English. Do you think this is their language? What clues are 

there in the story about the language its characters must be speaking in? 

Ans: Though the characters speak in English, it is not their language. Maupassant wrote the story in 

French and it was translated into English. Again the very text throws up enough words in French 

to prove it otherwise. First, the very names of characters like ‗Mme Loisel, Mme Forestier and 

the minister‘s name George Ramponneau indicate their French origin. Then, the words for 

currency like ‗Franc‘ and ‗Sou‘ show the same. Also, the shop‘s location at ‗Palais Royal‘ and 

‗Champs Elysees‘ point out the French history of the characters and the story. 

 

Q 2. Honesty is the best Policy. 

 

Ans: Honesty is definitely the best policy. Falsehood and hypocrisy seem very attractive and rewarding 

at first. But, the path they tread on leads to nothing but misery, evil and utter gloom. Honesty, on 

the contrary, seems to be a difficult choice in pursuit of material happiness. However, it is the 

only choice for a life of contentment, peace and everlasting happiness. 

 

Q  3. We should be content with what life gives us. Comment. 

 

Ans: Life is a great mystery. For every individual this mystery of life comes wrapped in a unique 

package. For some, it is all riches, comfort, name and fame. For some, it is nothing but sheer 

hunger, poverty, anguish and an everyday quest for bare survival. One, however, must learn to 

live within one‘s means and be content with what one has. One may try to improve his lot by 

honest means but eventually must be at peace with what one manages to have. 

 

Chapter-10 The Sermon at Benares (First Flight) 

Summary 

Gautama Buddha a Prince 

Gautama Buddha (563 B.C.-483 B.C.) was a prince. His name was Siddhartha Gautama. At twelve he 

was sent away for schooling in the Hindu sacred scriptures. He returned after four years. He married a 

princess. They had a son. 

World sufferings make Gautama a beggar for enlightenment 

Gautama Buddha had been shielded from the sufferings of the world. When he was twenty-five, he saw 

a sick man. Then he saw an aged man, then a funeral procession. Finally, he saw a monk begging for 

alms. These made him so sad that he himself became a beggar. Then he went out to seek spiritual 

knowledge. 

Gautama Buddha gets spiritual knowledge 

Gautama Buddha wandered for seven years. Finally he sat down under a fig tree. He vowed to stay 

until spiritual knowledge came to him. He got it after seven days. He named the tree as the ‗Tree of 

Wisdom‘. He began to teach. Soon he became known as the Buddha. 
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Buddha’s first Sermon 

The Buddha preached his first sermon at Benares. It is the most holy of the places on the Ganges. The 

sermon has ten important points. This shows Buddha‘s wisdom about the suffering. These are given 

below: 

 Kisa Gotami had an only son. He died. She took the dead child to her neighbours to make him 

alive. She asked for medicine. The people called her mad. 

 At last Kisa met a man. He told her that he had no medicine. But he knew a physician who 

could give medicine for the same. 

 Kisa Gotami asked him to tell the man. He told her to go to Sakyamuni, the Buddha. 

 Kisa told the Buddha to give medicine to cure the boy. 

 The Buddha told her to bring him a handful of mustard seed. It must be from a house where no 

one has died. 

 Kisa Gotami went from house to house. People gave her mustard-seed. She asked if no one died 

in the house. They told her not to remind them of the deepest grief. 

 Kisa Gotami could not get the seed from such a house. At last, she sat tired and hopeless at the 

wayside. Darkness soon fell. She saw the lights of the city. Soon the darkness of the night was 

everywhere. She considered the fate of men. She thought that she was really selfish in her grief. 

Death was common to all. Yet there lay a path. That led man to immortality if he surrendered all 

selfishness. 

 The Buddha told her that human life was brief and painful. No one could avoid dying. All those 

who were born were to die one day. Young and adult all have to die like the vessels of a potter. 

They break after being made. 

 All depart from life. A father cannot save his son. All relatives lament deeply when the dead is 

taken like an ox for slaughter. So the world is affected by suffering due to death and decay. The 

wise do not grieve as they know the truth. 

 No one will get peace of mind from weeping or from grieving. On the contrary his pain will be 

greater. His body will suffer. The dead are not saved by expressing sorrow. He who is off the 

lamentation and grief shall have peace of mind. One who has overcome sorrow will be free 

from sorrow and be blessed. 

Extract Based Comprehension Questions Exercises: 

 

1.‖The Buddha preached his first sermon at the city of Benares, most holy of the dipping places on the 

River Ganges; that sermon has been preserved and is given here. It reflects the Buddha‘s wisdom about 

one inscrutable kind of suffering.‖ 

 

Questions:- 

(a) Name the holiest of the dipping places on the River Ganges where the Buddha preached his 

first sermon. 

(b) What does Buddha‘s first sermon reflect? 

(c) What did Gautama do after getting on light emend? 

(d) How was he known as then? 

 

Ans.  

(a) Benares. 

(b) Buddha‘s wisdom about one inscrutable kind of suffering. 
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(c) After getting enlightenment, he began to teach and share his new understandings with the 

common people. 

(d) As he started preaching, he was known as Buddha, meaning, the awakened or the 

enlightened one. 

 

2. ―Kisa Gotami became weary and hopeless and sat down at the wayside watching the lights of the 

city, as they flickered up and were extinguished again. At last the darkness of the night reigned 

everywhere.‖ 

 

 

 

Questions:- 

(a) Why do you think Kisa Gotami became weary and hopeless? 

(b) How many sons did Kisa Gotami have? 

(c) What did she notice while sitting at the wayside? 

(d) What message did she get from the flickering and extinguishing lights of the city? 

 

Ans.  

(a) It was because she could not find a house where no one had died. 

(b) Only one. 

(c) She noticed the flickering lights of the city. 

d) Their lives flicker up and are extinguished. 

 

3. At twelve, he was sent away for schooling in the Hindu sacred scriptures and years later he returned 

home to marry a princess. They had a son and lived for ten Y befitting royalty. At about the age of 

twenty-five, the prince heretofore shielded from sufferings of the world, while out hunting chanced 

upon a sick man, then an aged than a funeral procession, and finally a monk begging for alms. These 

sights so move that he at once became a beggar and went out into the world to seek enlighten 

concerning the sorrows he had witnessed. 

 

Questions: 

(a) What happened at the age of twelve? 

(b) What happened when he was out hunting———- 

(c) Where was he sent away for schooling? 

(d) When did he marry? 

 

Ans.  
(a) At twelve, he was sent away for schooling in the Hindi; sacred seen 

(b) He saw a sick man, then human image man and then a funeral procession 

(c) He was sent away for Schooling in the Hindu sacred scriptures. 

(d) He married at the age en after completing his schooling. 

 

4. Buddha said, ―The life of mortals in this world is troubled and brief and combined with pain. For 

there is not any means by which those that have been born can avoid dying; after reaching old age there 

is death; of such a nature are living beings. As ripe fruits are early in danger of falling, so mortals, 

when born, are always in danger of death. As all earthen vessels made by the Potter end in being 

broken, so is the life of mortals. Both young and adult, both those who are fools and those who are 

wise, all fall. Into the power of death, all are subject to death.‖ 

 

Questions:- 

(a) What did the Buddha say about the life of the people? 

(b) What does a ripe fruit fear? 

(c) What happens after reaching age? 
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(d) What, according to Buddha, death is avoidable? 

 

Ans.  
(a) The life of people is troubled and brief and combined with pain. 

(b) A ripe fruit fears the danger of falling. 

(c) There is death after birth. 

(d) There is not any means by which those that have been born, can avoid dying. 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (30-40 Words): 

Q.1. Who was Gautam Buddha? Write a few lines about his early life. 

 

Ans. Gautam Buddha was a prince. He was named Siddhartha Gautam by his parents. He was born in 

563 B.C. in North India. He was sent away for schooling when he was twelve years old but four 

years later, he got married to a princess. 

 

Q. 2. What did Buddha say about the mortals of the world? 

 

Ans. The Buddha told Kisa Gotami that the life of mortals is troubled and brief in this world. Those 

who have been born can‘t avoid dying. As ripe fruits are in danger of falling, so mortals are 

always in danger of death. All earthen vessels end in being broken. 

 

Q. 3. Did Kisa Gotami get a handful of mustard seeds as directed by the Buddha? 

 

Ans. Poor Kisa Gotami went from house to house. The people pitied her and were ready to give a 

handful of mustard seeds to her. But, she couldn‘t find a house where no one had lost a child, 

husband, parent or friend. 

 

Q. 4. Why did Kisa Gotami say, ‗How selfish am I in my grief!‘ What did she realise about the fate of 

mankind? 

 

Ans. Kisa Gotami became weary and hopeless. At last, the darkness of the night reigned everywhere. 

She realised that she had been very selfish in her grief Death spares none. One who is born is 

destined to die sooner or later. No grieving or lamenting would bring a dead man to life. 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS (100-150 Words) 

Q. 1. ―The life of mortals in this world is troubled and brief and combined with pain‖ With this 

statement of the Buddha, find out the moral values that Kisa Gotami learnt after the death of her 

child. 

 

Ans. After the death of her only son, Kisa Gotami went to the Buddha. Firstly, she went to every 

neighbour, asking for medicine for her dead son. She had lost all her senses. She forgot that no 

medicine could bring back the dead. Then she went to Buddha for making her son alive. Buddha 

asked her to bring a handful of mustard seeds from a house where no death had occur. But she 

couldn‘t find such a house. The Buddha made her realise that death is common to all. It also 

shows the detachment from mundane life. Only grieving cannot bring peace of mind. 

 

Q. 2. Why did Kisa Gotami understand the message given by the Buddha only the second time? In what 

way did the Buddha change her understanding? 

 

Ans. Kisa Gotami had lost her only son and in grief, she carried her dead son to all her neighbours to 

get him cured and restored back to life. Finally, she went to the Buddha asking him for medicine 

to cure her boy. The Buddha felt that she needed to be enlightened about the truth of life — that 

death and sorrow are inescapable. He could see that grief had blinded her, and it would be 
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difficult for her to accept the truth. So the Buddha told her to procure mustard seeds from a 

house where none had died. 

 Kisa Gotami went from door to door. Then she realized that there was no house where no one 

had died and that death is common to all. She came back to the Buddha where He sermonized 

her that life in this world is troubled and filled with sorrows. He gave her examples of ripe fruits 

and earthen vessels whose ‗lives‘ are short. This way he made her realize that death is 

unavoidable and none — even the near and dear ones — can save anyone from death. 

 

Q.3. Describe the journey of Siddhartha Gautam becoming the Buddha. 

 

Ans. Gautam Buddha began his life as a royal prince. He was named Siddhartha Gautama. At twelve, 

Gautama was sent away for schooling in the Hindu sacred scriptures. At the age of sixteen, he 

returned home to marry a princess. The prince was deliberately shielded from all sufferings of 

the world. But this attempt failed when the prince while out hunting chanced upon a sick man. 

Then, he saw an aged man. He also chanced to see a funeral procession. Finally, he saw a monk, 

begging for alms. These sights of suffering, sickness and decay shocked and moved the prince. 

He wanted to seek the final solution of all these sorrows and sufferings. He wandered for seven 

Years in search of enlightenment. Finally, he sat down under a fig tree. He meditated there until 

he was enlightened after seven days. He renamed the tree the Bodhi Tree or the Tree of Wisdom. 

He became known as the Buddha or the Awakened or the enlightened one. The Buddha gave his 

first sermon at Benares on the River Ganges. 

 

UNSOLVED QUESTIONS: 

Extract Based Comprehension Questions Exercises: 

 

A. And the girl said. ―Please tell me, sir, who is it‘?‖ And the man replied. ―Go to Sakyamuni the 

Buddha.‖ Kisa Gotami repaired to the Buddha and cried. ―Lord and Master, give me the medicine that 

will cure my boy.‖ 

The Buddha answered, ―I want a handful of mustard-seed.‖ And when the girl in her joy promised to 

procure it, the Buddha added. ―The mustard-seed must be taken from a house where no one has lost a 

child, husband, parent or friend.‖ 

 

Questions : 

(a) Name the lesson from the above lines have been taken. 

(b)What suggestion did a man give to Gotami? 

(c) What request did (Miami make to the Buddha? 

(d) What did Buddha ask the girl to do? 

 

B. The Buddha answered. ―I want a handful of mustard-seed.‖ And when the girl in her joy promised to 

procure ii, the Buddha added, ―The mustard-seed must be taken from a house where no one has lost a 

child. husband, parent or friend.‖ 

Poor Kisa Gotami now went from house to house, and the people pitied her and said, ―Here is mustard- 

seed: take it!‖ But when she asked, ―Did a son or daughter, a father or mother, die in your family?‖ they 

answered her. ―Alas! The living are few, but the dead are many. Do not remind us of our deepest grief.‖ 

And there was no house but some beloved one had died in it. 

 

Questions: 

(a) What did the Buddha ask Kisa Gotami to bring? 

(b) What was the condition attached to it? 

(c) Why did Gotami go from house to house? 

(d) What did the people tell Gotami? 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (30-40 Words): 
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1. Kisa compared human life to an inanimate object. What is it and why does she do so? 

2. How did the Buddha attain enlightenment? 

3. What did Kisa Gotami learn at the end? 

Long Answer Questions (100-150 words) 

1. Life is full of trials and tribulations. Kisa Gotami also passes through a period of grief in her 

life. 

How does she behave in those circumstances? What lesson does the story impart to the reader? 

2. Give a character sketch of Gautam Buddha. 

3. How does Gautam Buddha make human beings realise that death is common to all? 

 

 

Chapter-8 The Hack Driver (Footprints without Feet) 

Summary 

The narrator goes to New Mullion 

The narrator states that he passed his graduation with honours. Then he became a junior assistant clerk 

in a good law firm. He was sent to serve summons. Some beat him up. He had to/go to dirty places to 

serve summons on people. He thought to run home as he hated his job. But he continued working. It 

was an unpleasant training period. 

Meets delivery man (Oliver Lutkins) 

One day he was sent to New Mullion. It was a town forty miles in the countryside. He had to serve 

summons on Mr. Oliver Lutkins. He reached New Mullion. It had muddy streets. He met the delivery 

man at the station. The delivery man was about forty. He had a red face and looked cheerful. He had a 

dirty dress but had a friendly manner. 

Help from delivery man 

The narrator told him that he wanted to find a man named Oliver Lutkins. He replied to the narrator that 

he had seen Lutkins about an hour ago. The narrator told him that he wanted to see him at any cost. The 

man told the narrator that he had a hack. He also told him that he knew most of the places where 

Lutkins would hang around. 

Search for Lutkins begins 

The narrator found the man to be open and friendly. He had genuine kindness. He agreed to pay him 

two dollars per hour. The man with the hack told that he had to take money from Lutkins. He told the 

narrator about one thing. If he went to Lutkins to get money in fancy clothes, Lutkins would be 

suspicious and go away. So he offered to go into Fritz‘s. He would ask for him on his behalf. The 

narrator could keep himself out of sight. 

More about delivery man 

The narrator felt happy that the man was so helpful for him. He would get Lutkins with his help. The 

man told the narrator that the folks there called him Bill or Magnuson. His business was ‗William 

Magnuson Fancy Carting and Hacking‘. Bill (Lutkins himself) told the narrator that Lutkins played a 

lot of poker. He was good at deceiving people. He told something more about Lutkins. 
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At Fritz’s 

Both of them*‘ went into Fritz‘s. Bill asked Fritz if he had seen Lutkins. Fritz looked at the narrator 

hiding behind Bill. He replied that Lutkins had been there a little while ago. He, perhaps, had gone to 

Gustaffs for a shave. 

Going to various places 

They drove to Gustaffs barber shop. Bill went inside and enquired about Lutkins. He was told that they 

had seen Lutkins walking down the Main Street. Bill told the narrator that Lutkins had spent his credit 

at Gustaffs. He had, perhaps, gone to Gray‘s for a shave. At Gray‘s shop, they missed Lutkins by only 

five minutes. He might have gone for the poolroom. Then he went out. They followed him till it was 

one o‘clock. It was time to eat something. But they could not meet him. 

Lunch at Wade’s Hill 

The narrator offered to take Bill to a restaurant. But Bill wanted to go home to his wife. He told him 

that his wife would pack a lunch for half a dollar. Then they would go to Wade‘s Hill. They would 

enjoy seeing while eating. The narrator paid him for six hours. He charged the whole money to the 

firm. 

Bill tells more about himself 

As they sat at the Hill, Bill talked of New Mullion. He described almost everything from the minister‘s 

wife to the boys. Bill had travelled a lot of the country. He had many jobs also. 

Search resumed 

Bill and the narrator resumed their journey to find out Lutkins. Bill told the narrator that he knew 

Lutkins‘ mother. She was a terror. Once he went to her. But she took his skin off. She was nine feet tall 

and four feet thick and quick as a cat. They went to her Bill told her who they were. Bill told Lutkins‘ 

mother why the narrator had come to meet Lutkins. He also told her that the narrator had a legal right to 

search the place for Lutkins. 

About Lutkins’ mother 

Hearing this, .the woman went into the kitchen. She came out with an iron rod of an old stove. She 

shouted and laughed at them. Bill told the narrator to get out of there. That woman would murder them. 

They, however, searched the house fully. But Lutkins was not there. 

Narrator’s new way of life 

It was nearly time to catch the afternoon train. Bill drove the narrator to the station. The narrator 

considered returning to New Mullion to practice law. He was charmed by everything that he saw and 

met there. He pictured an honest and happy life there beyond the universities and law firms. He had 

discovered a new way of life there. 

Different things at office 

But everybody in the office was upset. Next morning the case was coming up in the court. And they 

had to have Lutkins. The narrator was shameful at not serving summons on Lutkins. The chief almost 
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murdered the narrator for his failure. He was ordered back to New Mullion. This time a man who had 

worked with Lutkins went with him. He was to recognise Lutkins. 

Reality discovered 

The train arrived at New Mullion. The narrator saw Bill on the platform near his cart. The old tigress, 

Lutkins‘ mother was also there. She was talking and laughing with Bill. She was not quarrelling. The 

narrator pointed to Bill. He said that he had spent a whole day with that fine fellow. The man asked him 

if that man had helped him find Lutkins. The narrator replied that he had. The man told him that that 

man himself was Lutkins. 

Narrator laughed at 

The narrator served summons on Lutkins. Lutkins and his mother laughed at him as if he were a boy of 

seven. They begged him to have a cup of coffee in a neighbour‘s house. 

Extract Based Questions (4 marks each) 

 

Q 1. I had to go to dirty and shadowy comers of the city to seek out victims. Some of Ts larger and 

more self-confident ones even beat me up. 

(a) Who is T? 

(b) Why was ‗T‘ beaten up? 

(c) What does the word, ‗victim‘ mean? 

(d) Name the chapter from where the above lines have been taken?  

 

Ans: 

(a) ‗I‘ is author, Sinclair Lweis, a Junior Assistant Clerk. 

(b) He was beaten because he went to serve summons to the victims to appear as the witness in 

court        which they disliked. 

(c) ‗Victims‘ means the persons on whom summons were to served. 

(d) The chapter is ‗The Hack Driver‘. 

 

Q 2. I even considered fleeing to my hometown, where I could have been a real lawyer right away, 

        without going through this unpleasant training period. 

(a) Who was ‗I‘ ? 

(b) How did T suffer during the training period? 

(c) What do the word, ‗fleeing‘ mean ? 

(d) Which word is the antonym of happy in the passage?  

 

Ans: 

(a) T is narrator, Junior Assistant Clerk. 

(b) During his training period, he was sent to the dirty and shadowy comers of the city to serve       

summons n a man, called Oliver Lutking witness in a law suit. 

(c) ‗fleeing‘ means ‗running away‘. 

(d) Unpleasant. 

 

Q 3. So I rejoiced one day when they sent me out forty miles in the country, to a town called New 

Mullion, to serve summons n a man, called Oliver Lutking 

(a) Who is T? 

(b) Why was T sent to New Mullion? 

(c) What does the word, ‗rejoiced‘ mean? 

(d) The summons were served for  
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Ans: 

(a) T is the narrator, a junior assistant clerk. 

(b) ‗ I‘ the narrator was sent to New Mullion to serve summons on a man, called Oliver Lutkins 

who was a witness in a law suit. 

(c) ‗happy‘. 

(d) Oliver Lutkins 

 

Q 4. I was glad the fare money would go to this good fellow. I managed to bargain down to two dollars 

an hour, and then he brought from his house nearby a sort of large black box on wheels. He 

remarked, ―Well, young man, here‘s the carriage‖, and his wide smile made me into an old friend. 

(a) What made the narrator glad? 

(b) Did the other person charge anything from the narrator? 

(c) What does the word ‗bargain‘ mean? 

(d) What was the landmark of his house?  

 

 

Ans: 

(a) The narrator became glad to find out that a delivery man was willing to help him in finding 

out the hack driver. 

(b) He charged two dollars an hour for his work. 

(c) Negotiate the terms and conditions of a transaction. 

(d) A large black box on wheels. 

 

Q 5. I took him into my confidence and told him that I wanted to serve the summons on Lutkins—that 

the man had refused to be a witness, when his information would have quickly settled our case. 

(a) Was the narrator right in taking the other person into his confidence? 

(b) Why was that person desired? 

(c) Find out a word from the passage that means nearly the same as ‗without any delay‘. 

(d) Name the author of the chapter.  

 

Ans:  

(a) No, the narrator was not right in taking the other person into his confidence. In fact, he was 

befooled by that man in the name of help. 

(b) He was the prime witness in a law case. 

(c) ‗quickly‘. 

(d) Sinclain Lewis. 

 

Short Answer Type Questions (30-40 words) 

 

Q 1. Why was the lawyer not happy with his job?  

 

Ans: 

Value Points: 

Made to deliver summons instead preparing legal briefs, had to go to dirty and shadowy corners 

of the city. Feared being beaten up by witnesses.  

 

Ans: The lawyers was not happy with the job because he was made to deliver summons, instead of 

preparing legal briefs. For that task, he had to go to dirty and shadowy corners of the city. He also 

feared of being beaten up by the witnesses. 

 

Q 2. Who was Lutkins ? Did the narrator serve the summons that day? Why?  

 



104 | P a g e  
 

Ans: Oliver Lutkins was a man from New Mullion who was to be served a summons to testify for a 

pending court case. The narrator, the lawyer who was assigned the task, was cleverly tricked by 

Lutkins who exploited the gullibility of former and helped him chase himself, thus subjecting 

him to ridicule by the village folk. No, the lawyer could not serve the summons that day for its 

obvious reason. 

 

Q 3. What attitude did the lawyer have to the country life? How did his experience at New Mullion 

change it?  

 

Ans: The lawyer was under the impression that away from the hustle and bustle of city life, the people 

in the country led a pleasant, simple, honest, helpful and peaceful life. But his experience in New 

Mullion with the smart hack driver, who himself was Oliver Lutkins—who humiliated and 

befooled him with his clever tricks and quick thinking, made the lawyer change his overview of 

the country life. 

 

 

 

 

Q 4. Who befriended the narrator when he went to New Mullion? Where did he take him?  

 

Ans: The hack driver who himself was Oliver Lutkins, befriended the narrator when he went to New 

Mullion in locating Lutkins against whom he had a summons. They went to Bieneke, 

Gustaffson‘s, Gray barber‘s shop and finally to Lutkin‘s house. In this way, the hack driver took 

the lawyer all around the village to search for Lutkins. 

 

Q 5. Who was Oliver Lutkins? How did he try to fool the young lawyer?  

 

Ans: Oliver Lutkins was a middle-aged person from New Mullion town. He was the prime witness in a 

law case. When the lawyer was sent to his town to serve the summons, he fooled him by 

befriending him as a hack driver who was willing to help him. He takes him all around the town 

but they were unable to find Lutkins. 

 

Q 6. What did the hack driver tell the narrator about Lutkin‘s mother?  

OR 

          What does Bill say about Lutkin‘s mother?  

 

Ans: The hack driver told the young lawyer that Lutkin‘s mother was quite a terror. She was nine feet 

tall and four feet thick. She had the agility of a cat and could talk a lot. 

Q 7. With what impression did the lawyer come back to the city?  

 

Ans: At New Mullion, the lawyer was greatly impressed by the cheerfulness of Bill, the hack driver and 

his eagerness to help him in the task for which he had arrived there. Oblivious to the identity of 

the hack driver as Lutkins himself, he presumed the hospitality offered to him as the general 

attitude of the country folk. He was so impressed by the simplicity and forthcoming behaviour of 

Bill that he decided that he would settle at New Mullion. 

 

Long Answer Type Questions (100-120 words) 

 

Q 1. Why was the lawyer sent to New Mullion? Why could the lawyer not complete his work on  

         that day? 

 

Ans: The lawyer used to work as an apprentice with a law firm. He had to serve summons on witnesses 

as a part of his job. He was sent to New Mullion to serve summons on Oliver Lutkins, a prime 
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witness in a law case. When he reached the town and was making enquiries about Lutkins, he met 

a hack driver who was in fact Lutkins and took him to many places like Beincke‘s, Gustaff‘s 

barber shop, Gray‘s barber shop, poolroom and his mother‘s farmyard. At every place they went 

in (first and then when the lawyer went) people said that he had not come there or just missed him 

by five minutes. The hack driver told the lawyer that Lutkins owed him money also and thus he 

appeared a genuine and helpful person to the lawyer. Thus Lutkins, very cleverly, fooled the 

lawyer and he (the lawyer) was not able to complete his work that day. 

 

Q 2. Do you think Lutkins was right in befooling the lawyer and earning money by using unfair  

       means? What precautions should be taken to avoid a situation like the one in which the lawyer  

       was placed? 

 

Ans: Oliver Lulkins had taken undue advantage of the lawyer‘s gullibility and taking him around the 

village, chasing himself. He not only charged him money for the ‗service‘ but also subjected him 

to immense ridicule. Such dishonest and unethical behaviour can never be endorsed and is highly 

undesirable. 

         All the narration is a word of caution to all the readers to beware of such people who are always 

on the prowl to grab an opportunity to cheat and not be trusted by strangers. 

 

Q 3. What really hurt the feelings of the narrator in the story, ‗The Hack Driver‘? 

 

Ans: The narrator was under the impression that the country people were honest, simple and helpful. 

Such impression made him gullible because he was easily be fooled by the hack driver who 

himself was Oliver Lutkins. The narrator was hurt when Lutkins and his mother laughed at him. 

He felt like a fool who was easily coaxed into believing that Lutkins was someone else whereas 

Lutkins was with him the whole day. 

          He felt really shameful on his act and realised that he should have done his homework more 

carefully about finding out the details of Oliver Lutkins. 

 

Q 4. Attempt the character sketch of the Hack Driver. 

 

Ans: Oliver Lufkin‘s ‗Hack Driver‘ comes across as a clever person who has little consideration for  

others and exploits their gullibility to his convenience. He cheats the lawyer on the pretext of 

helping him in locating Lutkins and thereby extracts money from him in an unfair manner. 

          The fact that he laughs at him the following day when lawyer delivers the summon, shows that he 

lacks scruples and it is remorseless. He seems to have little respect for law as he has disobeyed 

the earlier summons. 

          But the narration also depicts him as a person with a sense of humour that one almost forgives his 

tricks as a practical joke. 

Q 5. One should be beware of Conmen? Why?  

 

Ans: In ‗Oliver Lutkins‘ the narrator represents a section of the society, that we refer to as conmen who 

are lurking about in the guise of pleasant friendly individuals who are eager to help others, but 

have no morals or principles to guide their conscience and do not think twice before cheating 

others. 

         As sensible individuals, we must beware of such people and practice caution while dealing with 

strangers. The lawyer in the narration had been gullible to the extent of being foolish and hence 

became an object of ridicule. 

 

Additional Short Answer Questions (30-40 words): 

Q 1. Why do you think Bill offered to help the narrator find Lukens? 
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Ans. Bill himself was Lukens. He knew that the lawyer is searching for him. He wanted to play a prank 

on him and offered to help him find Lukens. Even he made some money in this process and made 

him wander here and there. He and his mother made a fool of the narrator and had great laughter. 

 

Q 2.‘But he was no more dishonest than I‘. Elaborate the statement with reference to ‗The Hack 

Driver‘. 

 

Ans. The lawyer charged a handsome amount from his firm to visit new mullion. He was given some 

amount to expend in the process of searching Lukens. But he paid very little money to the hack 

driver. Bill already knew that the lawyer was searching for him, still, he made him wander here 

and there, and even charged him two dollars an hour for six hours, including one hour of his 

lunchtime. This made the lawyer utter these words. 

 

Q 3. Write the plan suggested by Bill for lunch and state the reason behind it. 

 

Ans. The lawyer felt hungry and wanted to eat something in a restaurant but Bill suggested him to 

         take lunch at his home cooked by his wife. He told him that it will cost him cheaper than the 

restaurant because she won‘t charge him more than half a dollar. He did so because he wanted to 

make some money out of it. Secondly, it will take nearly cur hour to go there and have lunch so 

ho will be charged another two dollars for it. Thus it was a good business for him. 

 

ADDITIONAL LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS: (100-150 Words) 

Q 1. In life, people who easily trust others are sometimes made to look foolish. One should not be too 

trusting. Describe how Oliver Lutkins made a fool of the young lawyer. 

 

Ans. It is often seen that those who easily trust others are honest and simple-hearted. They are also the 

persons who are easily cheated. People take advantage of their simplicity. This is fully agreeable 

to the young lawyer. He easily trusts the hack driver who is himself Oliver Lutkins. The young 

lawyer comes to New Mullion to serve summons on Lutkins. But Lutkins traps him in his trap. 

          The lawyer never doubts on him, though the hack driver tells lies after lies about Lutkins. He 

tells the young lawyer that he will be available at Fritz‘s shop. He takes him there. When he is 

not there he tells that Lutkins will be at Gustaff‘s barber shop. He then takes him to his mother. 

She is such a ferocious woman that she threatens to burn him alive. Thus Lutkins makes the 

young lawyer a fool of himself. 

 

Q 2. Why do you think the lawyer was happy to take summons to New Mullion? How did the lawyer 

develop a perception about Lutkins? (If you had been in lawyer) 

 

Ans. The narrator was happy to go to New Mullion because he thought that it must be a beautiful and 

calm village. He considered Lutkins to be a friendly person. He liked his frankness, warmth and 

affection. He took his kindness to be real. He was impressed by him notwithstanding the hack 

driver was doing his business and earning handsome money from the lawyer. He never doubted 

on him. He developed a kind of trust on him. He thought that villagers are very honest and 

decent people. 

          If I had been in the lawyer‘s place, I would never have considered Bill‘s statement true. I would 

have counter checked his statement by talking to other persons of the village. I would have spent 

the day by consulting different people to find Lutkins. I never let Lutkins do the findings and 

questioning, rather I would have done it myself. 

 

Q 3. Give the character sketch of the hack driver. 

 

Ans. The narrator met the hack driver on reaching New Mullion. He was Lutkins himself. When he 

came to know the purpose of the narrator‘s visit, he offered help in finding Lutkins at a charge of 
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two pounds per hour. He was a red- faced, forty year-old man having a cheerful and pleasant 

personality. 

He impressed the lawyer by his cheerful and pleasant personality. He was a fun –loving and jolly 

type of person. He succeeded in befooling the lawyer easily. When he came to know that the 

lawyer did not identify Lutkins, he introduced himself as Bill. He was neither honest nor helpful. 

He was very clever. But he was creative, humorous and witty. He presented the people of New 

Mullion in an entertaining and humorous manner, reflecting his cheerful wisdom. He exhibited a 

nice hospitality. 

 

UNSOLVED 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS (30-40 Words) 

Q 1. What information did the delivery man give about Lutkins? 

Q 2. How did Lutkins‘ mother treat the lawyer? 

Q 3. Why didn‘t the narrator like his work? 

Q.4 How could the lawyer have avoided being taken for a ride? 

 

LONGANSWER QUESTIONS (100-150 Words) 

Q 1. The narrator strikes us as a romantic idealist. Do you agree? Support your answer from the text. 

Q 2. Describe ‗Bill‘ as seen through the eyes of the narrator. 

Q 3. ‗Appearances are often deceptive‘. Comment on the statement in the light of your reading of the 

story. 

Q 4. Do you think Lutkins was right in befooling the lawyer and earning money by using unfair means? 

Q 5. What precautions should one take to avoid a situation like the one in which the lawyer was    

placed? 

 

Chapter-10 Bholi (Footprints without Feet) 

Summary 

Part-1 

About Bholi 

Her name was Sulekha. But since childhood she had been called Bholi, the simpleton. Bholi was the 

fourth daughter of Numberdar Ramlal. When Bholi was ten months old, she had fallen from the cot. 

She had damaged some part of her brain. So due to that she remained backward in mind. 

Bholi’s weak points 

Bholi was very fair and pretty at birth. But she had the attack of smallpox when she was two years old. 

Her body, except the eyes, was disfigured. She had deep pock-marks over her body. She stammered 

also. Other children made fun of her. As a result, she talked little. 

Worries about Bholi 

Ramlal had seven children—three sons and four daughters. Bholi was the youngest. All the children 

except Bholi were healthy. Mangla and Champa could be married when time would come. Radha, the 

eldest daughter had already been married. But Ramlal was worried about Bholi. She was neither 

beautiful nor intelligent. 

Bholi taken to school 
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Bholi was seven years old when a primary school was opened in the village. The Tehsildar came to 

perform the opening ceremony. He asked Ramlal to set an example for the villagers. He must send his 

daughters to school. At first Randal‘s wife objected to it. She said that no one would marry Bholi. But 

Ramlal took Bholi to school the next day. 

Bholi at school 

Bholi wore some decent clothes that day. New clothes had never been made for Bholi. The old dresses 

of her sisters were given to her. She was bathed. Her hair were oiled. Bholi feared much. The 

headmistress asked Bholi to sit down in a comer of the classroom. Bholi did not know what was school 

like. But she was glad that there were many girls of her own age. They would be her friends. 

Bholi’s first day at school 

The lady teacher said something to the other girls. Bholi did not understand. She looked at the pictures 

on the wall. She was charmed by them. These were of goat, the parrot, the cow. All were like what 

Bholi had seen. The teacher asked Bholi her name. But she stammered. She kept her head down. She 

felt that other girls would laugh at her. She began weeping. 

Part-2 

Teacher’s love for Bholi 

The teacher called her name. She spoke very softly. No one had spoken to her earlier like that. Her 

heart was touched. The teacher, then, asked her name. When she stammered, the teacher did neither get 

angry nor laughed. She encouraged Bholi. She patted Bholi with love. She asked Bholi to take the fear 

out of her heart. She also told her that she would speak rightly one day. Then she would not be afraid of 

any body. 

Bholi reads 

The teacher gave Bholi a book. It had nice pictures of dog, cat, goat, horse, parrot etc, in colour. The 

teacher told her that she would be able to read in about one month. She would read a bigger book. Then 

no one would laugh at her. Bholi felt happy. She felt as if the bells in the village temple were ringing. 

Her heart was beating with a new hope and a new life. 

Changes in Bholi’s village 

The years rolled. The village became a small town. The primary school became a high school. Now 

there was a cinema and a cotton ginning mill. The mail train began to stop at their railway station. 

About Bholi’s marriage with Bishamber 

One night after dinner, Ramlal asked his wife about Bishamber‘s proposal to marry Bholi. His wife was 

happy that Bholi was getting a wealthy bridegroom. Bishamber had a big shop and a house of his own. 

He was forty-five or fifty. He limped also. He had the children from his first wife also. He did not know 

if Bholi had pock-marks on her face. Bholi had heard herself her parents speaking so. 

Bridegroom arrives 
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On the fixed date, Bishamber came as a bridegroom. He sat on a decorated mare. There was a brass-

band playing before the bridegroom. Bholi‘s sisters got jealous of her. Ramlal was also overjoyed to 

see such pomp. He had never even dreamt that his fourth daughter would have such a grand wedding. 

About wedding 

At the fixed time, the Brahmin asked to bring the bride. Bholi was dressed in a red silken bridal dress. 

One of Bishamber‘s friends asked Bholi to garland the bridegroom. Women slipped back Bholi‘s veil. 

Bishamber looked at her quickly. He asked his friend if he had seen the pock-marks on Bholi‘s face. 

His friend told him that it didn‘t matter. He was also not young. Bishamber asked for a dowry of five 

thousand rupees. Ramlal put his turban—his honour—at Bishamber‘s feet. Ramlal was to give five 

thousand rupees to Bishamber as dowry. 

Ramlal gives five thousand 

Ramlal offered Bishamber two thousand rupees. But Bishamber refused. He threatened that they will 

go back. He also told to keep his daughter. Ramlal had tears on his face. At last he put five thousand 

rupees at Bishamber feet. Bishamber asked for the garland. 

 

 

Bholi’s refusal to marry 

Once again Bholi had veil over her face. But she looked straight at Bishamber. There was neither anger 

nor hate but only contempt in I her eyes. Bishamber raised the garland to place it round Bholi‘s neck. 

But she threw it into the fire. She told her father that she won‘t marry Bishamber. She asked him to take 

the money back. She also told that she was willing to marry the lame old man. But he turned out to be 

greedy and hateful. She won‘t marry him. 

Bholi’s boldness 

Other women wondered how Bholi a 1 harmless dumb cow had become so violent. Bholi told them that 

is why they were giving her to that greedy man. But she won‘t go. All started going back. Ramlal stood 

rooted to the ground. His head bowed low with grief and shame. 

Bholi thinks of future 

The flames in the sacred fire slowly died down. Ramlal told Bholi that no one would marry her then. 

What would they do with her ? Bholi told her father not to worry. She told him that she would serve 

them in old age. She would teach in the same school. Her teacher had seen the whole drama. She 

showed her satisfaction at it. She did so like a great artist does on his creation of art. 

Q 1.  Why is Bholi‘s father worried about her? 

 

Ans: Bholi was not like other children. She fell off a cot as a child due to which her brain was slightly 

damaged. She learnt to speak very late and used to stammer. Her face and whole body was 

covered with pockmarks. Thus, her father was worried about her marriage prospects. 

 

Q 2. For what unusual reason is Bholi sent to school? 
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Ans: As Ramlal was a government official and the Tehsildar had asked Ramlal to send his daughters to 

the new school in his village, Bholi was sent to school just to satisfy the Tehsildar. As Randal‘s 

wife felt that sending girls to school affected their marriage prospects adversely, she did not want 

to send any of her daughters to school. However, Bholi, with her pock-marked face and dull brain 

would not be possible to get married anyway, so Bholi‘s parents decided to send her to school to 

satisfy the Tehsildar. 

 

Q 3. Does Bholi enjoy her first day at school? 

 

Ans: Bholi was afraid at first. She even wept when the teacher asked her name. She just sat in a corner.  

But, the beautiful pictures on the classroom wall attracted her. The gentle, kind and loving 

manner of her teacher made her comfortable. She was looking forward to her new life by the time 

the first day ended. Thus, although initially she did not enjoy it, but by the time she went home 

she had liked school. 

 

Q 4. Does she find her teacher to be different from the people at home? 

 

Ans: Bholi had been a neglected child at home. She was never bathed nor her clothes washed. She was 

criticised and everyone made fun of her. But, she found her teacher to be entirely different. Her 

teacher did not make fun of her ugliness or her stammering. She encouraged her tenderly. Her 

affection deeply touched Bholi‘s heart. 

 

Q 5. Why do Bholi‘s parents accept Bishamber‘s marriage proposal? 

 

Ans: Bholi‘s parents accepted Bishamber‘s marriage proposal as he was a well-to-do grocer and had 

not asked for any dowry. 

  

Q 6. Why does the marriage not take place? 

 

Ans: At the time of marriage, Bishamber asked for a dowry of five thousand rupees because he saw 

Bholi‘s pock-marked face. Ramlal had no choice but to pay. But, Bholi refused to marry the 

greedy man. She asserted her rights and dignity. Thus the marriage party was turned away. 

 

Q 7. Bholi had many apprehensions about going to school. What made her feel that she was going to a 

better place than her home? 

Ans: The day she was going to school forced her parents to dress her nicely. She was bathed and her 

hair was properly done. Until then she was not being taken care of. The special treatment she 

received made her feel that she was going to a better place. 

 

Q 8. How did Bholi‘s teacher play an important role in changing the course of her life? 

 

Ans: Bholi stammered and was just a bundle of nerves when she attended school in the beginning. Her 

teacher treated her kindly and encouraged her to have confidence and be bold. She taught her to 

read and write and made her an independent girl who was aware of her rights. Thus, she changed 

her life. 

 

Q 9. Why did Bholi at first agree to an unequal match? Why did she later reject the marriage. What 

does this tell about her? 

 

Ans: Bholi agreed to the match at first to fulfill her parents‘ wishes. Later on, she rejected the marriage 

when the bridegroom asked for dowry. This tells us that Bholi was not a timid – and dumb girl. 

She was aware of her rights. She also knew how to fight for her own dignity and feared no one. 
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Q 10. Bholi‘s real name is Sulekha. We are told this right at the beginning. But only in the last but one    

paragraph of the story is Bholi called Sulekha again. Why do you think she is called Sulekha at 

that point in the story? 

 

Ans: The word Bholi means a simpleton. Throughout the story she had been a simpleton who hardly 

expressed her opinion on any matter. The word Sulekha means ‗a person with a beautiful sense 

of letters‘. In this story this word has a larger meaning of being a literate,_ intelligent and mature 

individual. After her education, Bholi has really changed to Sulekha and her assertion at the time 

of her marriage is her announcement to the world that she is no more a Bholi, but is a Sulekha. 

 

Q 11. Bholi‘s teacher helped her overcome social barriers by encouraging and motivating her. How do 

you think you can contribute towards changing the social attitudes illustrated in this story ? 

 

Ans: We can contribute by saying no to taking or giving dowry. We must not discriminate between a 

boy and a girl. Both should be given equal rights and opportunities to grow. We must also learn 

to respect those who are differently abled and treat them at par. 

 

Q 12. Should girls be aware of their rights and assert them? Should girls and boys have the same rights, 

duties and privileges? What are some of the ways in which society treats them differently? When 

we speak of ‗Human rights‘, do we differentiate between girl‘s rights and boy‘s rights? 

 

Ans: Yes, there is a differentiation between girl‘s and boy‘s rights. Although equal in the eyes of law, 

society treats them differently. Parents spend more on a boy‘s education than that of a girl. A girl 

is just trained to be a wife and mother. Boys have special privileges in matters of food, career or 

freedom. Girl‘s must be aware of their rights to exercise them. They must utilise their education 

to preserve their self – reliance and dignity. They must be ready to demand their due and even 

fight for it. 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

Q 1. Why did Bholi agree at first to an unequal match and then why did she reject the marriage soon 

after? What does this tell us about her? 

 

HINTS 

Bholi a simpleton, not so good looking but educated --- Parents‘ decided to get her married --- 

Found an old, lame, widow but a wealthy shopkeeper, Bishamber - Parents persuaded her to 

marry – though it is an unequal match --- Somehow she agrees--- The day of the marriage 

arrives - when the marriage was about to take place --- The priest ask her to garland Bishamber 

---Bishamber glanced at her pock marked face and refused to garland Bholi --- He demanded 

five thousands rupees as a dowry --- Bholi‘s father was ready to pay two thousand --- But Bholi 

rejected this demand and refused to marry him --- Bholi asked her father not to request him --- 

She said that she would teach in the school and live with her parents --- It shows that the 

education she has got has made her independent, confident and able to take decision in her life -

--She was not the same Bholi but totally changed Bholi --- as School education turned Bholi 

 

Q 2. The chapter ‗Bholi‘ highlights the discrimination against the girl child. Analyze this statement. 

‗Nature does not discriminate, but society does‘. 

 

HINTS 
From time immemorial the world has discriminated against the girl child. The chapter, ‗Bholi‘ 

throws, up many instances. Ramlal‘s sons go to school and college. His daughters are not 

educated because it would be difficult to marry them off. Her mother does not think it necessary 

to take Bholi‘s consent for her marriage. The groom is an old and lame widower. Still he 

demands dowry. Her father is ready to pay him. It is the girl herself who realizes that she is 
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being demeaned and hence opposes the marriage. She raises her voice against the man‘s undue 

demand and refuses to marry him. She is criticized and humiliated for standing up for her 

dignity. But she is firm and decides the course of her life. From the dumb cow and stammering 

fool, she transforms herself into a bold girl who is ready to speak her mind. 

 

UNSOLVED QUESTIONS 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why did Bholi‘s mother favour Bishamber as a suitable husband for Bholi? 

2. Who is the artist in the story? What is masterpiece? How did she become a masterpiece? 

3. Why were all the relatives amazed to hear Bholi speak up and reject the proposal of Bishamber? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. How did Bholi‘s teacher play an important role in changing the course of her life? 

2. How significant is the education that Bholi received, to her life and decisions 

 

HINTS – 

Bholi‘s teacher changed the direction of Bholi‘s life through her love and affection --- she filled 

her mind with hope and faith --- She told Bholi to cast out all fear from her mind --- It was 

because of her guidance that Bholi developed her personality now she could face all the 

problems of life with great courage and confidence. 

 

Chapter-11 The Proposal (First Flight) 

Summary 

Lomov is received in Chubukov’s house 

It is Chubukov‘s house. Lomov enters. Chubukov meets him. Chubukov is extremely happy to meet 

him. He asks him to sit down. He also asks him where he is going in the evening dress. 

Lomov tells him the purpose of his visit 

Lomov tells him that he has come to see him with a request. He wants to say but gets excited. 

Chubukov feels that he has come to borrow money. Lomov starts speaking. But he talks of this thing or 

that thing. At last he says that he has come to ask Natalya‘s hand. Chubukov is greatly excited to hear it 

as he is worried about his daughter‘s marriage. 

Chubukov consents 

Chubukov embraces and kisses Lomov for it. He says that he always wanted that. He is so happy that 

he behaves idiotically. Lomov asks him if he should think that he gives his consent. Chubukov okays it. 

He tells him that Natalya also is in love with him. 

Lomov thinks of Natalya and his own life 

Lomov trembles due to great excitement. He says that if he looks for an ideal love he would never get 

married. He gets cold. However, he feels that Natalya is a good housekeeper. She is beautiful and well-

educated. He is already 35. He should lead a quiet and regular life. But he now has palpitations. He 

can‘t sleep. He starts jumping like a mad person. 

Natalya and Lomov together 
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Natalya enters. She asks Lomov why he hasn‘t come there for a long time. She tells him about the 

harvest. She asks him why he is in the evening dress. She further asks if he is going to a ball. 

Lomov starts talking of his land 

Lomov tries to tell her the purpose behind the visit. But he is off the point. He tells that he has known 

her family for long. He tells how he inherited his land and how he respects Natalya‘s father. He also 

tells her that his Oxen Meadows touch Natalya‘s Birchwood‘s. (But he never tells that he has come to 

propose to her.) 

Lomov explains the ownership 

Hearing this Natalya gets serious. She tells him that Oxen Meadows are not Lomov‘s but theirs. Lomov 

clarifies that he is referring to Oxen Meadows. They are between her Birchwood‘s and the Burnt 

Marsh. Natalya says that they are theirs. Lomov refuses it. He says that his aunt‘s grandmother gave 

those Meadows to Natalya‘s father‘s grandfather. The peasants used the land for forty years. But they 

regarded them their own. 

Argument continues 

Natalya refuses Lomov‘s claim. She says that Oxen Meadows are theirs. Lomov says that he will show 

the documents. But Natalya says that they had the land for nearly three hundred years. She can‘t stand 

unfairness though the Meadows are worth 300 rubles. Lomov states that the peasants of Natalya‘s 

father‘s grandfather baked bricks for his aunt‘s grandmother… . Both start fighting over the ownership. 

Lomov offers to make a present of them to Natalya. But she also says that she can make a present of 

them to him. 

Shouting starts 

Natalya gets angry. She comes to a low level. She starts accusing Lomov. She says that they lent him 

their threshing-machine. Lomov feels that Natalya has called him a land grabber. He repeats that Oxen 

Meadows are his. Natalya repeats they are theirs. They start shouting at each other. 

Chubukov sides with Natalya 

Chubukov enters. Natalya asks him to tell Lomov that Oxen Meadows are theirs. Lomov refuses this. 

Chubukov clarifies that by shouting Lomov won‘t prove the ownership. He accuses Lomov of speaking 

disrespectfully as he is twice his age. Lomov adds that good neighbours don‘t behave like that. At the 

same time he calls Chubukov a land grabber. 

Abuses exchanged 

Lomov threatens to take Chubukov to courts. They exchange abuses calling that Lomov‘s grandfather 

was a drunkard. His younger aunt Nastasya ran away with an architect. Lomov wants to say something. 

But he feels that he is dying. He says so. 

Accusations continue 

Natalya calls Lomov ‗a rascal‘. Chubukov calls him the Villain‘ and ‗the scarecrow‘. He calls him a 

monster who has the courage to propose. 
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Chubukov tells the purpose behind Lomov’s visit 

Hearing ‗propose‘ Natalya asks what proposal. Chubukov tells her that Lomov had come to propose to 

her for marriage. Hearing this she starts weeping. She calls Chubukov to bring him back at once. She is 

in hysterics. He laments that it is a great burden to be a father of a grown up daughter. 

Fighting over dogs 

Lomov enters. He has a palpitating heart. Natalya begs to be excused. She tells him that the Meadows 

are his. The talk now centers on dogs. Lomov tells Natalya that his best dog Guess cost him 125 rubles. 

Natalya calls it too much as her father gave 85 rubles for his Squeezer. Squeezer is better than his dog. 

Lomov refutes it. He states that his lower jaw is shorter than the upper. Natalya defends saying that 

their Squeezer is of the finest pedigree. 

Fighting continues 

Both Lomov and Natalya start fighting over their dogs. Lomov calls his Guess better. Natalya calls hers 

better. Lomov‘s heart gets palpitating. He says that his heart is going to pieces. Chubukov enters. He 

asks what the matter is. Chubukov also adds that Lomov‘s dog Guess is old and short. 

Personal accusations 

Lomov cites some facts for his dog‘s superiority. He cites the dog race with the Count‘s dog. In that 

Squeezer was left behind. Dogs ran but Squeezer ran after a sheep. Lomov speaks about the condition 

of his heart. Natalya asks him what sort of hunter he is. He should go to the kitchen and not go after 

foxes. 

Abuses hurled 

Chubukov sides with Natalya. He adds that Lomov should sit at home. He changes the subject to avoid 

losing his temper. Lomov and he exchange abuses calling one another ‗intriguer‘, ‗pup‘, and ‗rat‘ etc. 

Lomov tells that Chubukov‘s late wife beat him. He falls down. 

Lomov’s physical condition 

Natalya asks her father what has happened to Lomov. Chubukov also feels sick as he can‘t breathe. 

Chubukov asks what the matter is. Natalya says that Lomov is ‗dead‘. At this Chubukov calls for water 

and a doctor. 

Chubukov as a father and his helplessness 

Chubukov starts accusing himself. He calls himself the unhappy of men. He demands for a knife or a 

pistol. Lomov is reviving. 

Chubukov calls them to marry 

Lomov says he sees stars. He asks where he is. Chubukov asks him to hurry up and get married. 

Natalya is also willing to marry him. Chubukov asks them to kiss each other. Lomov asks whom he 

should kiss. He then says that he understands. Natalya is also happy. Chubukov feels that a weight has 

come off his shoulders. He offers some champagne for this occasion. 

Short Answer Questions (30-40 words): 
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Q 1. Describe Lomov‘s first meeting with Natalya. 

 

Ans. Lomov goes to his neighbour Chubukov‘s house to ask for the hand of his daughter Natalya. He is 

in a fix how to make the marriage proposal. He talks in a roundabout manner. He makes a 

mention of his meadows which touch their birch woods. At this, a quarrel ensues between them 

over the ownership rights the meadows. 

 

Q 2. Why is Lomov anxious to marry Natalya? 

 

Ans. Lomov wants to settle the question of his marriage at once. He thinks that now he should not 

delay. He thinks about Natalya. She is a skilled house-keeper. She is educated and is not bad to 

look at. At this age, he should not expect a better girl than her. He is suffering from some serious 

diseases. Because of these reasons. He is anxious to marry Natalya. 

 

Q 3. How does Lomov speak warmly of Chubukov‘s family in the beginning? Why does he change his 

stand? 

 

Ans. In the beginning, Lomov speaks quite warmly about Chubukov‘s family. He reminds Natalya that 

he knows the Chubukovs since his childhood. His aunt and uncle to had great respect for her 

family. Both the families have been most friendly and close neighbours. Lomov changes his 

opinion about the Chubukovs when he picks up a quarrel with Natalya and Chubukov over the 

ownership of Oxen Meadows. 

 

Q 4. Justify the title of the play. ‗The Proposal‘ Or What is the theme or the message of ‗The   

Proposal‘? 

 

Ans. Anton Chekov has aptly titled the play, ‗The Proposal‘. The title justifies the main theme—the 

marriage of Natalya and Lomov. No doubt, both Lomov and Natalya want to be life partners. 

However, unnecessary quarrels over Oxen Meadows and their dogs Squeezer and Guess 

temporarily spoil their game. The message is very clear. The main issue must not be clouded and 

lost sight of by indulging in unnecessary and avoidable quarrels. 

 

Long Answer Questions (100 -150 words) 

Q 1. The way Chubukov, Natalya and Lomov fought over petty issues is against the behaviour and 

mannerisms of good neighbours.” Comment. What would you have done to resolve the issue? (If 

you were in the place of Chubukov) 

 

Ans. Lomov and Chubukovs were neighbours. Lomov came to Chubukovs to propose Natalya. But 

instead of proposing they started fighting over petty issues like oxen meadows and quality of 

dogs. This is not the quality of good neighbours. Neighbours should live like friends. There 

should be a positive relationship between the two neighbours. 

          There should be understanding and patience among neighbours. The fight between Looms and 

Chubukovs could have been avoided if handled carefully. The issue of meadows could be 

resolved calmly and quietly by a good conversation. There must have been some documents 

showing the ownership of the meadows or both the parties could be convinced by making them 

understand that if they got married, the meadows will belongs to both of them. 

          Similarly, the issues of dog could be solved instead of counting the negative points of each 

other‘s dogs. They can discuss the positive features of the dogs. Thus the issues could be 

resolved. 

 

Q 2. Describe the incidents of humour in the play, ‗The Proposal‘? 
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Ans. ‗The Proposal‘ is certainly a humorous play. The very entry of Lomov in a formal I dress and the 

way Chubukov greets calling him ‗darling‘, ‗my treasure‘ or ‗my beauty‘ make one laugh. 

Marriage proposal, supposed to be romantic turns to be humorous as the way Natalya and Lomov 

indulge in arguments over petty issues like ownership of Oxen Meadows and superiority of dogs 

makes the play humorous. The critical terms that the characters I use for each other like a 

scarecrow, turnip ghost, blind hen, stuffed sausage, etc., force one to laugh. The hysterical fit of 

Natalya when she comes to know about the proposal and the wailing of father and daughter when 

they think Lomov is dead create immense humour. Finally, the way Natalya puts her hand in 

Loom‘s under continuous arguments indicating acceptance of the proposal is really humorous. 

Thus we see that the whole play is replete with humour, making it a humorous play. 

 

Q 3. Chubukov has all the attributes of a quarrelsome rich Russian landlord. Instead of solving the 

problems, he only adds fuel into the fire in their quarrel over Oxen Meadows and the dogs. 

Justify the statement. 

 

Ans. Chubukov represents a typical rich landlord of 19th century Russia. He seems to be fairly rich and 

resourceful. Even his neighbour Lornov acknowledges the frequent help rendered to him by 

Chubukov. He lands his threshing machine to Lomov. On account of this help, he has to put off 

their own threshing till November. Chubukov is quite practical. He knows that Lomov can be a 

good match for his daughter Natalya. So, he at once gives his assent to Lomov‘s proposal of 

marrying her. 

          Actually, he has been waiting for such a proposal for a long time. Chubukov is a landlord and 

can‘t resist his hunger for land. He opposes the claim of Lomov over the ownership of Oxen 

Meadows. He even threatens to send his mowers out to the Meadows. 

          Chubukov can be quite quarrelsome, abusing and insulting. He always sides with his daughter. 

He picks up a quarrel on Oxen Meadows. He calls Lomov ―a land grabber‖ and ―villain‖. He 

abuses his grandfather of being a ―drunkard‖ and his father a ‗gambler‘. He jumps into the 

quarrel and adds only fuel to the fire. However, Chubukov is a great opportunity. He grabs the 

opportunity the moment Lomov comes into the senses. He makes Natalya kiss and embrace 

Lomov and gets them married. 

 

Unsolved Questions 

Short Answer Questions 

Q 1. How does Natalya react when she comes to know that Lomov had come to propose? 

Q 2. Natalya was not Lomov‘s real love. But still, he wanted to marry her. Give two reasons for his 

decision. 

Q 3. Which qualities are common in all the three characters in the play ‗The Proposal‘ 

 


